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J\^^ yjL TRANSACTIONS, 

Fron 1778> to tlie GeneraT Peace of 1793^ ooDtimied. 

On the 20th of March, lUO, the Hon. Captain Wil^ 

iiam Cornwallis being on a cruize off Monti ClirisU 
with ibfee ships of^ar^ viz« the Lioii of 64giin^ Hon. 
W. Comwallis; BriiKol, 50 ditto. Captain T. Caul- 
field; and Janus, 44 ditto; fell in with and was chased 
by the squadron under the command of M« ie Moilqr 
Piquet, from 74 to 36 guns. Captain Cornwalh's im* 
mediately made the signal for bis ships to form into a 
line ahead, and formed the best prepmtttons in his. 
power for resisting so onequal an attack. The event 
did htm the highest honour, as will appear by the fol- 
lowing official account transmitted by Sir Peter Parked 
CP the admiralty board* 

The French came within gun-shot at five o'clock 
in the evening, and a running fight was maintain^ dur- 
ing the whole night, theienemy notchooijag to go along' 
side of our ships though they had it in their power. 

The, inorfii])£ of ^be. 2 1 st was calint udtte im^h being ^ 
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■9 THE BRITISH TRIO&NT; 

tseir the l^rench commodore, kept up a constant and 

well directed fire, which obliged him to take the advah** 
iage of a light air of wind^ to sheer off with the loss 
of his mizen-top-mast andi fore*top-gallant-mast. The 
Lipn and Bristol towed with their boats to the assist- 
ance of the Janus, which brought on a general firing 
for two or three hours. The remainder of the day wa» 
employed by the enemy in repairinj^ their damages; 
and just before sun^set they made saR again after our 
fihips, but did not come within gun-shot the whole 
night Soon aflei* day-light on Wednesday, morniogt 
the 22d, Captain CornwaUis- saw three sail to leeward^ 
which be imagined, and afterwards found, to be the 
Uuby, the Niger and Pomona frigates. The French 
immediately hauled their wind, and Captain Cornwallis 
chased them for five hours, bui she declined the combat! 
noLwilh»standing the Janus was disabled and'Captain 
Cornwallis had only two 6'^ and one 50 gun ship to 
oppose to four sail of the enemy's line of 74. guns each. 
The names of the French ships are the Hannibal, Hero, 
Vengeui-; Diadem, and the Amphilrite frigate. The 
French fired so injudiciously that there were only twelve 
men killed and wounded in the three ships. The mark- 
ed conduct and intreprdily of Captain Cornwallis^'and 
all the officers ai>d men undef his command, will, I 
flatter myselti give entire satisfaction to their lord* 
ships." 

Another action soon after took place, which, ttiough 
not so warm as the preceding, was far more disgraceful 
to the enemy from the circumstances which attended it, 
and consequently, if poassible^ more honourable to the 
tngtiiih commanders. 

Captain Cornwallis had attended Captain Inglis in 
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Che Salisburyj witli tiie homewttcdUboiiiid convoy, 

through Ihe Gulph of Florida ; and having parted com- 
pany on ihe idth of June» afiefwacds proceeded ac- 
cording to \m insiruciions, on. a cruise to the northwaril, 
where be fbli in, June 20, with a French squadron, 
commanded by >Monsiefir De Temay, bound to North 
America : its force being ten or eleven ships of two 
decks, two of them carrying 84 gans each : three or - 
four frigates, a cutler, and an armed brig ; while, on 
'the other hand, that under Captain Cornwallis consisted 
only of two ships pf 74 guns each, the Saltan and Hec- 
tor; two of 64, the Lion (his own slrip), and the Ruby 
with the Bristol o( 50 gans, and the Niger frigate. 
The enemy who were crossing the commodore's tiaek» 
on discovering the British squadron hauled up towards 
him, sevemi of their large ships str^ching ahead of the 
^rest, and particularly two of them, who, as soon as the 
Hector and Niger approached them» wore and edged 
down to rejoin their^comp^nions. The two squadrons 
had nearly approached each other, about half past ioar 
o'clock; and Captain Cornwallis theh perceiving seven 
ships of two decks forqcjing into a line, exclusive of 
. others left for ihe protection of a £eet of transports 
which were in company, besides several frigates , made 
tbe-stgnal for bis own ships to form into a line ahead on 
the starboard tack. The enemy were at this time on the 
larboard tack, iheir convoy being two or three miles dis- 
tant from them on their starboard quarter : some of their . 
two-decked ships as w^II' as frigates being under a press 
of sail to join the seven, which were already formed to 
oppose the English squadron. At- this time the Ruby 
was so far to leeward, that the eni^my would have wea- 
thered ber^ in consequence of which she was obliged 
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io4adc, iMid -Ca^ilmQ iSornwallis w the rest of tht 

ships under his orders, immediately wearing to support 
their companiop, became on the same tack i^itb the 
«netny, who were prevented by Ibis manGeuvre from 
pus^hing any of ihejr wealhermost ships between the 
Ruhy^pd.tbe restof ihe squadfob. M. de Ternay's in- 
tention being thus frustrated, he edged away, forming 
(his line, but lalthough withm distance^ did not fire "a 
-single shot. At half past five "oViock Captain Gorti^ 
wallis finding he iKid pushed the enemy sufficiently far 
to enable the Ruby to rejoin him» made her signal to 
tack ; in consequence of which the enemy iinmedialely 
hoisted their colours and b^an to fire. When the 
B»by had fetched into the rear of Ihe Britbh line, «be 
.ticked aho, (he rest following her example in succes- 
mon, slill^preserviiig their tine. They kept up « ^y 
distant, and consequently harmless fire on the British 
squadron as they passed it >on. the eontrary ^tack ; butj 
B& $oon as their sternmeat -sMp had istN^ert'beyotfd 
the £ritish rear, they bore up and joined their coiwoy. 
Sttob:gcbd useididtthe^ mke'di Ibe ^appirea^mg ntgiM 
to prevent all farther coiitest, that, on the succeedtt^ 
morning, not one of them wasio. be seen* ' * 

The injury sastaioed by the BiitMi ships was so eni* 
tremely trivial as scarcely to deserve being mentioned 
on any Qtber ground than as a proof df the caation «ntf 

- back wardness of the enemy : it amounted only to tlve 

- loss of the Ruby's jib-boom itogetber with a shot 
through the slings faer fore^yard* T-wo men wity 
were killed and five wounded, in the whole squadron. 
Mons. de Ternay, in his dispatches to bb o^n coQrt» 
is said to have paid, whclhcr with intention or other- 

ways we cannot p&et€;id to determine^ibe greatest pos- 
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slble compliment to the conduct of Caplain Cornwallis. 

ICpoyiring/' said he, tbe magnitude ot the expedi- 
tion t was enlfiiste^ with, and fioditig ftom his condact 
that the oOiceo who had the honour to command thu 
British sqaadron,' was not to be trifled with* I- judged 
it most prudent to decline an^ aciion as much as pos- 
sible.'' 

Capfaiiv Cornwallb conclades bts own aecoont of 

this transaction, in the following ver^ modest, thpugii 
pointed temis i . . 

"The whole of this matter is of small importance; 
but I thought it my doty to inform yooof «vefy parti* 
etthr for« fear of misrepreseiitalioiis, as the enemy 
sometimes, not very correct in their accounts. 

*^ We flaiterefi ountelves at first that it ivas^a convoy, 
under the care of the four line of battle ships we met 
last craifi^ with sooie frigates ; 1 am sdie it was the iip- 
cere wish of my brother captains aiid every one of oar 
little squadron. But I am to lament my ill-fortune that 
after baviog been entfttsted by yon toitb.the command 
of five such ships and a frigate, that 1 should again 
meet tbe enemy so strong as to prevent oor being able 
lo attempt any thing against them." t 

On the l^d of October, the island of Jamaica was 
visited'by a mtist furious httrricAn£> wbicb extended its 
rage to almost all the other islands ; it was attended 
with fr^uent and. vkient shocks of, an eartbqualbe; an 
^traordinary and sudden elevation of the sea broke ia 
and overwbehnedtbe town of Sivanna Is Mex, mi 
on its retreat swq>t every thing away« lo as not to leave 
the smallest -vestige of man, beast, or house behind.. 
The wietcbed inhabitants, . v^bf^ had fled in time and 
escaped the ravages of this most wopdeiful pbanonM^ 
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lion, ©II their return beheld nothing but ruin and deso* 
lotion, Eveiy part of the island felt the terrible e&cts 
of this hurricane but in a less degree. A very liberal 
subscription was raised by - the merchants and planters 
io£ the relief pf the unfortunate sufierers. The squii* 
dron which h?id sailed from Port Royal with the trade 
for Europe^ under Rear-admiral Rowley^ shared io 
this dreadful calamity. The admiral with G9e of bis 
ships retujrnedta Jamaica dismasted and ma most shaU 
tered condition. The Berwick separated^ and being 
dismasted proceeded alone to £i;\glaud, where with 
difficulty she arrived almosi a wieek. The Stirling 
Castle was totally last on the Silver Keys, .near Hi$|^ 
niola, and.the Thundecer.ibundeeedi 

The following is *a list of Hh Majesty^ Aifir wfiiUt^ 
aufiered in this tremendous hurricane : 

Tbooderert of 74 guns, Hon. Commodofe Walsio^ 
ham. Captain Nicholls; lost, crew perished. «^Stirling 
GaMle^ of /64> gm&p R« Carket; lost, fifty of the ofew 
davied.-^Phaeniis, of 44 guns, Sir Hyde Parker ; lost on 
CubA.-r-Deal Castle^ of 24 guns, Joseph Hawkins; 
lost on Pofto Rioo-<-^ Endeavour brig* of J 4 guns, Lieut* 
-Woolridge; lost on Jamaica. — Berwick, of 74 guns; 
Hois. K» Stewart ; loat betf mn^ltt and bore sway for 
England.— Hector, of 74^ guns, Sir John Hamilton; 
threw ali her guns overboard, and lost her masts««-* 
Srafteiiy of 74 guns, C.CoUingwood^ Trident,. of 64 
guns, A. 1. P.-Molloy ; Ruby, of 64 guns, John Cowl- 
ing ; Bristol, of 50 gonn, ThoAfiaa^Caiilfield ; Ulysisi^ 
of 41- guns, T. D. Spr) ; Pomona, of 28 guns, C. E.- 
Nugent ; lost all * their masts*^ . iSeveral other ships of 
wnr flfaared the same fiiH^ and eMpakimd:tim mosi 
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iiGrriUe distiess from tbift disadfol coofliciof ibe tie* 

ments. 

Captain John Moiiiray» of the RamiUie«» was ad« 

judged^ by the sentence oi a court-marCial, to be s as- 
upended from the command of the said ship^ Sot bsiving 
' m^ered a large outward*4x>tufid fleet of merdianlt^ep 
mdet bis convoy to be captured by the enemy. 

On the 2d of November, Captain John inglis, in bia 
Majesty's sloop Zephyr, of 16 guns, and 125 men, 
Jbeing at ibe emUance o( the river Gambia, discoveced 
four sail al ancbor off Bam Fouit^ wUeh, on bit neancr 
»ppc*wffb» be .pecc€iv<^ tQ be a Fxench ship of vi^ar, 
mi armed lrBiii|K>rl'aiicl4wo sloops. At noon the one* 

my set fire to the transport and sloops. The ship ef 
.vvar got nDder «ail, and stood nearer in shore. At one 
F. M. .die Zephyr came alongside of her mtbin (littoi* 
sbfiiii,.^ .XKI^rm action ei^ued i at. four boib ships r^in 
ngroond, aMawtioucd-i^gaging v/i\h gceal violeoee 
4inU] six o'clock, when the enemy struck. She proved 
to be tboiS^n^al Francb corKotiCi. of I S cia^^pounderilf 
imd 1-26 j|ien» tw^vtiof ^fVibem .weie kiUed,«nd twenty- 
eight wQundod, commanded jby vM. D'^llery, Lieai* 
de VaiBfleaii. Tbisr «bip bad- beap the Racehorasj in 

which Lord Mulgrave sailed on his voyage of discove- 

rieskio ibe J^ioitb^n Oi^an« but wboo taken^ -WMdlhe 
Senegal sloopk » 

The Zepbjir bad ivyo jn^n.fcm^dlMdifour wound^i; 
hm 'bovtapril and'jaaiprmast.iWM'^b^l^ay, ^ih Ihfe 

other masts and yards considerably d^^ipaged, and the 

-btiU'ia-AM^ m.-^ M.'M'^A'^ilb g^tl liifiaiili^ she 

reached 6or^ While rejiltiog at fthit plm/;by some 
«nhMim iMtoadni t^a& k^ei)^|Bi(^kjfiftjt and tofore 
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the llame«? could be extinguished, she blew up. Lieut. 
George Crofts, and twenty-two men perished. 

In the month of November, His Majesty^s ship Sar- 
tine» of 2& guns, iq company with tvro of the Bombay 
armed snows, being off Mangalore, (Jiscovered two of 
Hyder Ally*s ships at anchor close under the land, one 
«f which Ihey cut out with their boats manned and 
armed, and drove the other on shore. In performing 
this seriri^, « the Sartine having warped too near to 
cover the boats, at low water grounded on the rocks 
and bilged , her crews and stores were saved. 

On the 8th of Decetnberi Sir Edward Hughes being 
off th.e above port with the squadron, discovered seve- 
ral vesaek at anchor in the road. The water *being too 
shoal for the ships to attack them, the admiral directed 
-the boats to be armed, and to proceed under cover of 
'two of the company'^ snows to attack and dostiroy 
them. The boats rowed in with great firmness, amidst 
« heaFy fire from the enemy's - ships, which they refio* 

lately bolsirded and carried, setting fire to three which 
they were not able to bring off; ^took one, and forced 
another Cn Bhore»^ith several small vMielt, which 
were destroyed. An armed snow was closely pursued ; 
bat by throwing her guns overboard, she escaped over 
the bar into the harbour. This service was not per- 
foriped without some loss on the side of the British : 
jLi eiil o ii ant Gosiaro, of tbe BttrfiMrd, and ten men Were 
killed ; Lieutenant Sutton, of the Superb, Lieutenant 
'it'iieUBLBt of the £agle» tadMyKifio^iaeti womiided. 

• From lience Sir Edward Hughes proceeded with the 
squadrontoJBombay to refit. - . 
' ^Oftilte 4tb^ofi^naf^>^ 17M^* iMft Mulgrave^ hi 



the Courageux^ of 74guu8j being on a winter cruiee In 
4he cbaimel. in oomfmiiy wilh tiie ¥«iittlif» • «Mp nf 
the same force with his own, fell in with two ^rentfb 
/Kgattes, one of which being cfaaced by the Valierit, 
his lorcisbip pursued the oth^, wbieh proved to be tile 
Minerva, of 32 gnm, and SJ6 men, taken froin the 
English in the West Indies, at the ca&immcwitiDt of 
the war* The sea ran very high al the time the Coo* 
rageux got up with (he chace, a circumiiiance which 
encouraged the Chevalier de OriflMxnid, who com* 
manded the enemy's ship, and^ in this inslance^ unfor* 
Innately for bim, possessed a bravery bordering on 
frenzy, to aiCletiipt a restslance which the smallest ie> 
Section must have convinced him^ was not only intern- 
peiMile but tiii|^dry and fulite* The Minerva did Mt 
surrender till after a most obstinate contest of an hour's 
icoitltnineiee, tqf wbicb 4ioie-aU her masts were rendered 
ttuservieeafale t 'her hull very considerably damaged ; 
«ne of h^ lieutenants with forty-nine o^ the oreiW, 
idlfaNl^ the cBpinn »h i w ie lf vriib 'bit mfpte^, mni 
twenty^one other persons wounded, the greater pari of 
them i^ry dangerously* IPhe Cousagetix, Hhoiigb fiir 
ilees hgored tn<tbis eeiiy»anei]Ml «ml fiiantic eenlesl**-* 
a contest prolonged in consequence of .not one^wentieth 
(mi of her A^i (hming'ladcen place ofPing>to the great 

swell, had, neverlheless, ten men killed and Seven 
wounded* with >faer tfore^niast, <mi2fien-mastt #Qd bow- 
sprit, also irery walerially injoied. 

Oil the 6th of January, the Baron de .Ruliecouit, 
mah alioai 800 Reildi troops, favoored by anieximoe 

dark night, lainded on the island of Jersey ; and march- 
iug unmolested across ifaecountry, in the morning at 
day^break surprbed ^the town til St* HiUter ; Oor- 

4 ' 



bet> the Imitteiiftnt^goveAiCMr, was nisade prisoner* The 

instant the alarm was gfven, Major Pierson, who com- 
. I manded thetroopSy collected the r^ularsand militia on 
the' heiglMs above the town> dnd attacked the enemy ^ 
^ with such ioipptMosity, thai alter a severe conflict he 
' coi9pelled lbem.io surrender with great loss. It was^to 
be regretted that Major Picrson, a brave and excellent 
young officer, fell* at tiie^close ot' the battle. 

In the same month the Honourable Captain George 
Keith JLlphjnstonef in the Warwick, of 50 guns, and 

* ^00 men> on his passage down the channel, fell in wilii, 
and captured, after a smart action, the Rotterdam 

• Dutch ship of war, of 50 gans, and 300. men. This^ 
ship had been before engaged wkh the Ists, of db guns. 
Captain Evelyn Sutton, who quitted hjeron pretence of . 
bis bciing sixty men short of complement. On the « 
Isis's? arrival at Spilhead, tlve Captains Sir Digby Dent, 
and John Dairy wpJe, were ordered (o enquire into the 
conduct of . Captain Sotlon; whose report acqiritted 
him of any misconduct or v^ant of courage ; this report 
not bdi^ aUogethier saiis6K:tory^- Captain Sutton was 

•.tried by a court-martial, of which Sir J. L. Rose was 
-•president* Captain SiiUoo's conduct appearing in some 
degree reprehensible he was reprimanded. ^ 
The following is Capt. £Iphin$tone's ofiicial account 
of Ihii transaction s 

I have the lionour to inform the board of the arrival 
of His Majesty's ship under my command* and. of my 
faaiitng cruized, in company with the Edgar and Maid« 
stone, xm the station pointed out by my orders ; also 
tbati on the 5tb instant, having parted company from 
the above ships, I fell in with, engaged, and took, a 
two*deck ship ut^der Dutch colours^ (after having ad* 
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monisbed her commander to surrender witboat eiFecl}.' 
She is the Rotlerdam, belonging lo ibe statcs-geneimi; 
cf 50 gum, and 300 men, commanded by Mjnbeer 
Voibergei), eieven days from Holiaod, bpond to the 
West Indies. They had been twice attacked before 
this period. I bad the good ibriune to lose no mar. 
The sails, maals, and rigging, are cut to pieces. I have 
great satisfaction in acknowledging the obligation I am 
under to the officers of each clast. 

The ship's company, not wiilistandJng their being 
young in service^ and reduced in number by the several 
Dutch vessels we had manned, and sent into port, con* 
ducted themselves wiih becoming spirit and activity. 

''Iam,&c. 

G. K, Elphin'stone.*' 

On the 9th Rear-admirai Sir Edward Vernon arrived 
at Crodcbaven, on the coast of Ireland, witb^ a squa- 
dfon of ships of war, and twelve sail of Indiamen under 
his convoy from the East Indies^' from 64 to 50 guns. 

On the 12ih, a very gallant action was fought off 
Cape Clear Jaeivveen ibe I>fawbiood privateer 4>f 12 
guns, commanded by Captain Devereux, and the Vrow 
Ifctrooella Dutch ship letter of marque, mounting 18 
nino-poundois, and lOQ men, which after a desperate' 
conflict of three hours, struck, with the loss of twent}-^ 
eight : men. killed^ and thirty «roanded>$ she proved a 
mc^t vaii^Ue pri»f being bound to^ ChiI&b vi^btiaval 
stores* The Drawblood lost her ibre-mast, and had. 
eforoti .men kilied, and siiiteen vnumded* » 

On the 13ih of March, Vice-admiral Darby sailed' 
froBi* Spitibead wUb the channel fleet, having under his 
otmvs^y ab0v«»aoa«ml4b» Oe w^mA pf Gftntor* At 
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the same Lime Commodore Johnsione sailed with ilio 
£ast India oaavoy^ 

On (be 22d, M» de Grnsim sailed from Brest with* 
twenty sail of the line ; 6000 Iroops were embarked on 
faeaisd the fleet, desitned for the West Indies : he had 
Uiidec his convoy above 300 sail. M. SuflreiD sailed at 
the same time ibr the £a$t Indies with five sail of the 
liiie, - * , 

In Marcbf the Cerberus, q[ ^2 guns. Captain Robert 
Mann, captured in the Bay, after a short action, the 
Grana Spanish frigale,' of 28 guns, and 166 men; a 
Itenienant and ^ix^of whf)m were killedi and setFenteeti 

wounded. The Cerberus had two men wouiuled. 

On the 2d of May, Sir George Collier, in the Canada 
of 74 guns, chaced fivim* the fleet, and aflef a fight of 
twenty minutes, and a chace of seventy leagues, cap<« 
tared the -Saiita. Lfiocadia Spaidsii frig^et of. S4 giuis, 
and 280 men, sixteen of whom were killed, and twenty- 
iive.wounded. Don £rs^otaco de Wynthuuen, J^nigbt 
of St. JagOr her oommaader, lost bis led am in the 
ac(i(Hiw The. Leocadia was the iirsi Spanish sliip of 
war ever coppened. 

On the i4lh. Sir James Wallace, in tiie Nonsuch, of 
64 gtins, being one of the look-out ships from 4he Chan- 
nelfleet, gavet obaoe to a larger sa9> whitih he soon 
perceived lo be,a French line of . bailie ship« At ien- 
sfcinigbiiifaeMQiisoeb fpil alongsidie o£ berrwima ilea»« 
jierate engagement ensued ; the ships fell on board of 
each other, andfionlaoaediia this silaaiien neat -an boiuv 
* lliti. FrtimbiilalA.-<|tiaf«er hoslMng tkm Nons«ch*s an- 
diar^.cacried. awa/i tbe flaakes of it^ by wbicb means 
golxteiv ^ Mk aik Ite satkebevcouU seiia> 



^et off.- Str James Wallace wore and pursued her, as 
well as Jkis disabled concliiion would permit. It was 
five tbe next morning before lie got ap with her, whea 
the action was reiaewed, and continued with great ob- 
stinacy ttii six, %t whtoh iime the Nontoch was a com* 
plele wreck, her masts, sails, and rigging cut to pieces, 
several guns dismounted, and her decks Ailed with 
dead and wounded men* In this 'sitvatioii Sir Jamas 
Wallace thought proper to haul to windward. The 
enemy made sail and steered for Brest* . It was aftaa- 
wards understood thattl^s ship was L*Aciil, of 7 4* guns. 
The Nonsuch iiad twenty- six killed, and sixly«fiMii 
wounded; among the latter were Lteotenants Spry, 
Falconer, and Market; Mr* Stone, the master, and Mr. 
jHotham, the boatswain* 

On the 29th of May, a court- martial was assembled 
at Sheerness to try Captain Mathew Sqaires, of Iba 
Ariadne, Captain Agnew, of the Fury sloop, and Capt. 
lK>ains, of the London armed ship, on a charge exhibit" 
ed against fhem for not bearing down aiid engaging 
three French privateers, when on a cruize in the North 
Sea, by whicb means they escaped. Tbe coarl was 
composed of the following members, vir. 

OiTice^adcniral Roddam, President. . 
Captains Samael Cornish, George Murray, Charles 
Hope, Sir H. Parker, Robert Sutton, £lliot Ssalter, 
and Jarmes Orrok. 

The charge not being proved against Capt. Squires^ 
who it appear^ had done hh dety, he was honourably 
acquitted; but the Captains A^new and Rains were 
sentenced to be dismissed the servicci 

On June 20, the Pheasant cotter^ Liaatenant Ma- 
thews, on her passage from Jersej to F<^smouth witii 

VOL. III. C * 



1* ^Ht BftlTrSH TRIDENT^ ^ 

» s convoy, was overset in a violent gust of wind, and 
aU on board perished excepting the inaslcr, pilot, and 
two boyiu 

On the 29lh, the combined fleet of France and Spain 
sailed from Cadis ; it consisted of thirty Spanish ships 
of the line, commanded by Don Louis de Corc|ova^ 
^nd Don M. de' Gaston ; and nineteen French ships of 
.the line, commanded by the Count de Guichen, M* de 
Beausset> and M, de la Motte Piquet. Thisiiee^ afler 
•having conducted a number of transports (on board of 
which were 10,000 troops, under ll)e command of the 
Due d^ CrilloOj destined for ihe reduction of the island 
of Minorca) safe into the Mediterranean, proceeded to 
cruize oQ* ihe mouth of the English Channel, in order 
to intercept an homeward bound West India convoy, 
in which they (oo well succeeded, by capturing a great 
^ number of the ships from St. Eustatia* M. de la Piquet 
carried nineteen sail into Brest. 

On the Istof August, tlic flying Fish cutter^ of 12 
guns, and 64 men, captured off Whitby, after a tmart 
action, the Mars Deux .French privateer of 14 guns^ 
and 7i4 men, four of whom were killed^ and ten wound* 
ed« The Flying Fish. bad one man killed and nine 
lvounded« 

'On «the 5tb, Rear-admiral Sir Hyde Parker fell Ln 
with, and fought^ the Dutch fleet under Admiral . Zout- 
man, on the Dogger iNink* This action, though upon 
-a small scale, wasconducied aud f^ughi in iiucha man- 
ner, that it recala-a^eith lo the < memory those dreadliil 
sea-fights bet vveen England and Holland which were 
witnessed in the 17 th century^ Both Beets had the charge 

a convoy, notwilbstandiog which they were equally 
determined to meet and fight it out to the last. TUe 

.British fleet beiog to windwardj iSii Hyde ParJier made 



a. 

the signal for ihe merchant ships to keep* their wind, 
and with the men of war bore down on the enemy, wbu^ 
were lying lo, formed in Ihe line of battle, which con- 
sisted of eight two^dccked ships ; and their large fri- 
Iptten, by intermtiting with their line, took a very effeo 
live part in the action, by frequently raking, and doing 
considerable mischief to-our ships in their masts and 
rigging. An awful silence prevailed $ and not a single 
gun was fired on either side until within half musket* 
shoti. The Fortitude being Chen abreast of the Dntlcb 
admiral, the action began, and continued wiih unceas-' 
AAg fury for three iiours and forty minutes. By this 
time the fleets were'nnavoidably separated ; the British 
ships- were so disabled as to be quite unmanageable. 
Admiral Parker made every effort to form the line, 'in 
•rder to renew the action, but found it impracticable. 
The enemy's ships were equally cat to pieces. In this 
shattered situation both squadrons lay-to a considerable 
time near each other refitting ; at last the Dutch admiral 
with bis convoy bore away for the Texel i nor was it 
in the power dt* Admiral Parker to pursue them. The 
aeict day the frigates -discovered the Hollandia, a Dutch 
man of 'war, of 68 guns, sunk in twenty*two fathoms^ 
water, her top-gallant-roasts above the surlace, ani 
her pendant flying, which Captain Patten, €if the Belle ^ 
Podle, struck, and brought on board to Sir Hyde 
Farker. " - 

In this dreadful battle 104^ men were killed, and 3S9i 
wounded. Captain Macartney, of the Princess Amelia, . 
was killed early in the action; his place was bravel} 
Rupplted by Lieutenant Hill, who wa^ also wounded. 
The number of officers who were slam and wounded 
amounted to thirty, viz* . 

c2 
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1 

' Friiicesa 'Aiaeliac-^Caplaiii Macartney mi gunner 

kiUed ; Lieutenants Hill, Smith, and Leger, wounded. 
> Foriitttdc — Lieutenants Waghornt;^ Hacrington, and 
HincMey, the boatswain and pilot, wounded. 

Berwick — Pilot and two mrdsliipmen, killed ; Lleu^ 
leiiants Skip^sey^ and Maxwell^ jCaptain Campbell and 
Lieutenant Stewart of tbe mari^es^ aod six mid;>hijp«* 
mmn, woended. 

• Beinraisanf-r-Oiinner wounded.^ 
Buffalo — One lieutenant and boatswain woundedi^ 
Predion— Captain 6reeii> and 3d» Ueut* wounded^ 
Dolphin — Lieutenant Dalby^ killed ; boatswain^ 

wounded. 

The Dutch exaggerated the account of >hw actloa 
very rouch ; and tbe States General were beyond mea^ 
mre liberal in tbe praUe, rewards, and honcnii'a yvkicb 
Ihey bestowed on the officers, who were promoted to 
superior ranks, and flattered by some pacuKar miurk qS 
dissfinction, either by medals, or the permisaion to wear 
epaulets en- their uniibrm. Count Bentinck, who 
brarely (ought Ibe Batawta^ was naor tally wounded ; he 
was soolhi^d in his last moment by every honour and 
testimony of regard hts country cqukl bestow. Before 
his (leaih lie was created -rear-admiral of Holland and 
West i'Viesland, and appointed adjutant-general to tbd 
SladthoUer. The uiosl authentic accoamts stale tbeDutcb 
to have liad 1 100 men kiiled, sunk, and wounded. Oa 
tfte day after the action Sir Hyde {barker gave oat the 
fullowing memorandum to the s<}uadron ; 

" Fortitude, at Sea, Atgiut 7. 

The admiral desires the captains of His Majesty a 
ships who were th the line on tbe 5th of August, te 
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to accept and communlcale to the officers and seamen 
of the ships thejr commanded, his thanks and perfect ap- 
probation of their good conduct and bravery shewn on 
that daj(^ 

Varmus were the accounts given by the Dutch of this 
' inemorable action ; the following, however, is that which 
was given by Rear«> Admiral, Zoutman in his public dis- 
patches to the Prince of Orange. 

Sunday, August the 5th, 1781, at break of day be- 
l«i'een the hours of three^nd four in the morning, we 
saw a great number of strange ships to the N.N.W, 
of us ; we got every thing ready for an engagement ; 
the wind vH^n N.E. rather fresh, and our course was 
N.W. ; we made the signal to form the line of battle, 
at the distance of a cable's length from each otherTand 
we advanced; The Ajax cutter, Cai^lain Count do 
Welderen, came m- in the meai^time to make report 

* 

that (he fleet we saw wasaconvoy ofthe enemy, whicN 
had sailed the 26tb through the Sound, escorted by de-* 
ven English men of war,, atfd foar 'cutters. At seveuf 
o'clock the ships of war hoisted their Englisl) colours^ 
among which there Was a vice^admiraPs fldg, and bore 
down upon us, their convoy remaining to windwai i, 
Tmade the signal to tack, and we came up thu^ in order.* 
of battle, and took our stattonTsto the E.S.E.and ordered!* 
otir merchantmen to the westward; we saw that the 
eight English men of* war thai bore down- upon us in a . 
line, were 60;74 90, and one of 40 gun<;. At eight the 
English Vice-admiral being abreast to windward of me,,, 
they turned wttbus, and the'act ton began;, at: that: in** 



/ 



It THE BMTISQ TRIDENT; ^ 

staDl Ihe (ire was very brisk ou both side^j^and the whole 
line was engaged, li cesskted of Ihe following ships* 
[Here tlie nanies of Ihe ships are given.} 
I was constantly and very briskly crninonaded by 
two large ships 5 the engagement lasted anlil halt-past 
eleveni and was very bloody. Our sfaips» nine included^ 
^ere greatly disabled, and had received so much da- 
nage, that they could not be worked any longer. Tlie- 
English Vice-admiral must have equally suflfered, for he 
wore to the eastward. At noon we took down the sig;«^ 
sal to engage, and bore aviray to the westward to repaic 
cur ships as much as possibleg all being extremely crip- 
pled by the constant fire of so long an engagement. We 
perceived also that the English vice*admiral tacked aboul 
at half past twelve with his ships, and stood to the nortiv 
wtftt, where Ihey remained fioating to repair also their 
damage. Among their ships we saw one^ a three-deck^ 
er, whose main to^-mast fell by the board. 

We found oursebr^a at noon, according to our esti^ 
mation, at 55 decrees 56 nvinutes north latitude, and. 
consequently the point of Ternaus^in Norwajr N.N^E. 

' f ne third N» .?0 qailes {torn us. 

" As all the ships of w*ar were beeome upserviceaUeiK 
we made the signal for the convoy to run it, with the 
frigates tlie Mendenbhk and Venus^^and put themselves^ 

' according le-circumstancea, out of danger* to avoid bet- 
ing taken, or r<iiling into the bands of the ei^emy.. 
. a bearing away^ the Batave> whosemizen>yard waih 
turned upside dow.n, and. \yho bad lost her mizen top;- 

' mastj aloiofit feiLoo hec sides of her officers ctied 
Mt to us thai her capiaiii. was woended, and the ship so^ 
4^blQd> that sjie was. no kf^gpi iaaAa^bl««. I sen(. 
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iv90 (tigatea to assist^ and take ber in tow^ if mmfsmy ^ 

bi>l before (hey coulil eojne ap with the Balave^ she 
drove before wind and came up to us^ Cap(aii> 
King^bergen serU a boat' with Captain Abreson and 
Captain Slaringt^ to repurt thei4' situaiiun^ and thai the^ 
wece Brack crippled* I told (hem thai as soon a$ we 

should be a liule refitted^ aiici able lo manage the sliips^ 
I would amke the sigj^sA to relura to port. Captain 
Dedel made the signal of being greatly damaged ; Cap«- 
lain Van firaam, that he was .nHicli embarrassed; 1 
nade the signal for the Zephir frigate to come along* 
side ; she reported having spoken to Captain V^an Braarn,. 
• and that hia ship had some shots under water;. I sent 
her otT immedialely to give all possible assistance lu the- 
captains Van Braam and DedeL 

In the mean time Captain Bedet fired- several gun»> 
ef distress^ and steered his course southward towards the^ 
roast of Holland. I made the signal for Captain Vaiv 
Wensel to come to speak to me, and tdispakht d him 
to assist Captain Dedei, with orders to stay with himt. 
and !!^eefc a port* Between four and ttve P.M* I made* 
the signal iv>«*^^ii« upon which all the ships near us after 
having repealed the signal to Captain King!(bergen> l^ra- 
^way as well aa ihey could w i(h w hat sail^s they could 
lOake use oL I drew near to Captain Braam^ who criedi 
cat to me thai he had several sItoI under water, and that 
1ms ship had made much watiU"^ but was now much dimir 
. ntshed by the help of the pumps ;^ ta (be evening wesavr 
ati tbe ships lo^ider sail witii us« 

The Admiral de Ibuyter has many killed and wouodr. 
^td j and ib, as well as all the ships in general, damaged 

jb ih^ bttUsj MM^i a^d rigging i bai X h«f>e Uiai lOiUk 
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the help of God we shaU be able io gain a port of the 
Republie. 

1 send this dispalch hy Captain Count de Weideren^ 

who can, fit person^ make a more ample report of I he 

VI hole to your Serene Highness. 

' " 1 have the honour to commend myself to the gra*- 

cious protection of your Serene Highness; and to sub* 

scribe myseif with respect^ jour Serene HighDess's oiosfc 

bumble and most obedient servant^ 

♦ 

(Signed,]: 

'* J.A. ZOUTM AN- 

•' On Board tHe Slafcs' Ship the Admiral de Ruyler, 
under sail in the ^orth Sea. August 7, 1781; 
Kykduyn bearing Souths, one qtiarter East, la* 

miles iiom us.. 

••N. All the officers and men on board all the 
ships have displayed a constant courage, and fought Iik» 
lions, as welKas my own people, all of whom I am ex? 
tremeiy well satisfied with,. from, ail lii^. miortuationX 
have f eceivedat prescnU^^ 

Admiral Parker immedtaleljr after i%s)gned liie com* 
mand of the flfeel'in the N. Sea, aiid his son. Sir Hyde' 
Varker (who had been knighted some time before for 
bis eminent servifes in America) vv^as appointed (o the 
command a squadron o( frigates- to blocle up the Dutch . 
ports during the remainder o<* the season. 

On the 14th of August, altjine o clock in the mornings 
Gdi^tain Drury,m the Cameleon sloop of war, of 1 4 guns,, 
and 125 men, came up with a large Dutch Dogger man. 
«i^.wari,mQaiiLeil wiili.lB gunsf-aud 24^v4wivels>j«aicloie. 
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and desperale action en&Md» aod conliotied fee litlf a» 
hour, wlien ibe Dogger on a sodden blew up. Tfa« 
shock was so violent, that it iorced the people on board 
ef the Cameleeti off ihw legs ; when Ihe amolOB cleared 
away, her top sails were observed to be on fire, whicb 
weie instaintly cat from the }tards to save ib% ship. A 
mmk dfeadlWI mod horrid ^pertsiche alsi^ preMitcrf itself^ 
mmy of the limbs and mangled bodies tl>e Dutchmen 
urem thrown m upon her deekf» and tliekiog in the 
^'^S^^S* Captain Drury sent liis boats in search of 
anjr of the unforttiwate crew thai migbi bara escaped i 
, hut not a aonl was feond alive. The Cameleon had 
12^ men woooded : bee rigging aod sails were cei la 
pieces^ 

On the 1 Lth of September^ tive combined ileet hav* 
ing soflfered considerable damage In a riolenl stocm t 

the French returned into Brest, and the Spaniards into 
Cadis. 

On the 2d of October the Spanish Seei again put t» 

S€a» consisting of IS sail of the Use, under the command 
of Don Miguel Gaston, foe the purpose of protecting 
the flola, which was expected from the Havannah and 
South AiB/ericaj^ wiib immense treasure on board* On 
the 9ttKof OctoMr the Guerrero, Arrogante^ and GaU 
lardo, of 70 guns each^ part of the convoy^ arrived at 
Cadi»; and on the ti^th the rest ot* the convoy^ with. 
62 merchanlnicn. On board the Guerrero » were 
S«S73jB71 piastses^ in goid and silver, in ore or ini»irs 
nine large cbesta^ containing 150 tnarlu of wrought aiW 
ver; three ditto of emeralds; 1097 bags of cochineaU 
ditto of anil$ 66 dtttb of cocoa^$ and 26 diesU ef 
Vanilla chocolate. On hoard the Arrogante, were 
fi,l '^7,(^ piastres 4n gold and silver^ in ore or in bara^ 
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nine large cheats with four marks of Wfooght gold; 1 )6'^- 
bags of cochineal; 293 dilto^of anU| and 13- chesUof 
chocolate. 

Onboard the Gallardo, were 2,612,229 piaulres iir 
gold and silver, in ore or in bars; oaecbe»l with four 
marks of wrought gold ; 1 174 bags of cochineal; \93f 
diilo of anil ; and 1 4 chests of chocolate* The 62 mer- 
chantmen had on board 4028 bags of oocbineal^ 2S4^f 
aail, 10 chests of Vanitlo chocolate, bags ofcocoa, 
§9j342 cheats of sugar, 787 chests of medicines, 21,672 
quintals of log-wood, 651 tanned hides, 37,933 reugb 
bides, 3406 plates of copper, 25 chests of couries, 1 
chests of roll tobacco and in snuflT; 856 in cotton, 1-894^ 
Cavadilla, 76 of pimento, 159 pieces of mahogany, and 
six botilas of iintseed oil. 

On the 14th Admiral Darby^ who had sailed front 
Spithead with the channel fieel (July SO) on a cruize tc^ 
the westward, sailed also from Torbay to cruiae, for 
the protection of (he homeward bound convoys : and 
having cflTectoally performed this service, be returned 
jnlo port# 

In November the French fieet^ under the Count de 
Guichen, pul to sea from Brest, to escort their East'and 
WciiL-India trade safe to a certain latitude. It Avas no 
•oonermade known to admtntsiration, than Rear*Admr* 
ral Kempenfcit was dispalghed with a strong squadron 
to- intercept them* On the 12th' of December, at day* 
break, he had the good fortune to discover iho' enemy's 
fleet, (about 35 leagues to the westward of Uiibanl) 
SDucb dispersed, their ships of war toeing at a consider* 
able distance to leeward of the convoy* The admiral 
with that professional skiU and ability by which he waa 
emiaeotly distinguished^ resolved ta profit by tbeicsitua^ 
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4fbn, and endeavour to cut off the convoy, aud after- 
.ivarda to -fight the enemy. Unfortiwately he found Ibeir 
numbers far exceeding \vhat report had dialed theo) ai, 
they proving to amount to J 9 sail of the line, and 2 of 
64* gODSy arm& en fiule; nevertheless having a prospect, 
of being able to pass between the enemy's ships of war, 
and their convoy, this measure wasvery spiritedly carried 
iiUo execuiion, in consequence of which 15 of ibe latter 
were taken and 3 or 4 sunk : a very material loss to tbo 
•enemy, the prizes being laden with naval and roilUary 
stores, and having about 1000 soldiers and 7000 seamen: 
ihey were bound to the East and West Indies. Many 
others had struck, but (he weather at ibistinDc becoming 
'thick .and squally, vthe admiral discontinued the chaoe^ iu 
-order to collect his squadron before dark, many of his 
ships being at a great distance astern. A| day-light the 
*next morning' the enemy's stips of war were seen formed 
in a hne to leeward; but Admiral Kempenfelt did not 
think* H advisable to hazard anoiber action^ on account 
•of the superiority of their force. Some days afterwards 
'the Agamemnon picked up five more of the convoy. 

On the 15th Admiral Sir George Rodney sailed from 
^pithead with a reinforcement to the fleet m ibe WesC 
•indies. 

The dispute between Admiral Campbell, who acted 
en board the Victory as Admiral Keppel's captaioj or 
captain of thejieet, and Sir Hugh Falliser, with respect 
to the^tvisioRuof 4he pri20f«money arising from the c^p- 
lures Mflde by the fleet, ^as finally decided* this year. 
Atlmiral Campbell claimed the share of a flag-officeri 
*^ir Hugbi FaUisetxesisted the claim, and the matter %«a8 
jef^red to arbitcatiui. JAu Xhinning was the arbittf 
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on the side of Admiral Campbell, and the Solicitor Ge- 
neral on thai of Sir Hugh Pailisec; tbe umpire was Mr. 
Kenyon. The case was argued before the aHsjliators, 
hy Mr. Erskine for Admiral Campbell, and Mr. Har- 
grave for Sir Hugh. Mr. Kenyon decided against Ati« 
miral Campbell. Tliis also determined (he claim of 
'Admiral Kempenfeltt aboui which iliere was a similar 
dispute. It has however beet) since settled^ that the first 
<:aptain to the Ueei shall rank and share prize-money with 
a flag-officer. 

' We shall now take into considerailon the foreign na« 
nral transactions': 

On the 12th of April Vice-Admiral Darby arrived off 
•Gibraltar with the fleet; the next day tbe victuallers 
and transports proceeded into the bay, under the pro* 
tection of a detachment of ships of war, commanded by 
^Sir John Lockhart Ross, who shifted his flag into the 

Alexander, and was ordered to Superintend ihe landing 
of the stores and provisions, while the body of the tieet 
^continued to crttiee between (he Straits and mooth of 
Gibraltar, to prevent any interruption from the Spaoislt 
fleet, should it venture out of Cadis* As soon as Sir 
'^ohn Ross had completed the service on w hicli he had 
' be^ ordered, he rejoined the fleet, and the whole re- 
turned to England. 

On the 22d of May, the flora and Crescent frigates,^ 
^ ^commanded by the Captains Peere WtHiams, and the 
'honourable Thomas Fakenham, being on their passage 
from Port Mah6n» were ehitsed fay a SjNinish 7%«giai 

ship, and seven other small men of war/ until the night 
of the 24th, when they escaped by altering their course 
In the night. The next morning they were off Gibraltar, 
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and apprised G^miii EiUol orthe sitfoadron hj which 

they had been pursued; and then stretched over to ihe 
c(^ast of Baifaarjr. On the 22d ibey discovered liie 
Dutch frigates ; bat it tb«n blowing a gale of wiod« 
Captain VV^iUiams waited for a more favourable oppor* 
tonity to bring them to actioD* The next moming the 
gale having abated, and the sea considerably fallen, the 
Flora and Crescent edged down towards them. At 
ive each ship bad arrived close alongside of her oppo* 
nent. A furious engagement commenced^ and conti* 
TOed without intermission for two hours and a quaftefp 
^hen t lie ship opposed to the Flora struck her colours. 
She proved to be the Castor frigate» of Rotterdam! com** 
manded'by Captain Peter Melville, mounting 32 guns, 
and 230 men, 22 of whom were killed, and V4 wounded. 
The Flora had nine Jciiled, and 32 wounded ; among the 
latter was Mr. EUery, the second lieutenant, who died 
afterwards of the woand« he had received. 

The Crescent's antagonist continued the action some 
minutes longer, when by an unlucky shot, the iormei'a 
main and mtzen masts were carried away, and the wholef 
of the wreck falling within 4)oard rendered all her guns 
useless, and the ship became ungovernable. In this si* 
tuation. Captain Pakenham was reduced to (he painful 
siecesfiity of strikmg the King's colours to the Brille, a 
Dutch frigate of the same force with thb Castor. The 
instant Caplain Williams saw the fate of the Crescent^ 
he, b^ great exertions, placed the Flora in such 9 man* 
ner as to prevent the enemy taking possession of her, 
who made off with as much sail as he could set. In this 
bloody conflict the Crescent had 26 men killed, and 67 
vvounded. Among the fortner was Captain Hay ward, 
^ who being unemployed^ served as a voiunteef wi^h Cap* 

vox*. IXI* D 
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tain PakenBara. He a promising young officer^ 
and greatly regrelled. x The ships were all so extremely* 
disabled, particalarly the Crescent and Qaslor, whicK 
were with some difficulty kept afloat^ that it was five 
days before Captain Williams was able to make any 
progress on his way tpwards the channel* On the 19th 
of June he discovered two large frigates bearing dowa 
upon them ; al first Captain Williams shewed a dispo* 
^itiou to give them battle ; but as they still continued the 
pursuit/encoaraged no doubt by the crippled appearance 
of his consorts, he, with the advice of his officers^ sepa* 
rated, and each ship steered a jdifierent Goars6« The 
Castor about one o'clock was retaken by one of the 
frigates ^ and in the night the Crescent shared tlie same 
fate. 

Early in July, the Honourable Captain Thomas Pak- 
enbam was tried by a court-martial at Portsmouth, for 
having struck the colours of His Majest/s late ship the 
Crescent, in an engagement with the firille Dutch 
frigate in the Mediterranean. The- evidence being 
closed, and Captain Pakenliam heard in his defence« 
the court pronounced the following highly bonoorable 
sentence, viz. • • , 

^' The court are unanimously of opinion, that the 
Honourable Captain Pakenham throughout the action, 
in a variety of instances, behaved with the coolest and 
ablest judgment, and with the firmest and most deter* 
mined resolution; and that he did not strike the Crest * 
cent's colours until' he was totally unable to make the 
smallest defence; the court therefore cloth unanimously 
and honourably acquit the honourable Captain Faken* 
ham* The court cannot dismiss Captain. Pakenham > 
without expressing admiration of bis conduct on tlua 
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occasion, wherein he has manifested the skill of an able 

and jadicious seaman, and the intrepidity of a gallant 
officer ; and from the great and extraordinary number 
<tf killed and wounded on board the Crescent, as weU 
as the state she was in at the time of her surrender, the 
court expressed their highest approbation of the suppoit 
given hy the officers and men of the Crescent io iheir 
taptain, and of their courage and steadiness daring the 
action ; a circumstance that, at the time U reflects high 
honour on them, does no less credit and honour to the 
discipline kept up by Captain PakenbaaK^' 

On the 7th of August, Captain Roberts, in the He- 
lena brigt bain^ becalmed off Cabareta Foin^ when 
fcound into Gibraltar, was attacked by fourteen Spa- 
t\ish gun<*boatS9 and several armed launches, sent from 
Algeziras. Captain Curtis, in the Brilfianf, then lying 
in the bay, went out to his assistance with two gun- 
^iioats, and the boats of the ships armed, .^fter a gal- 
lant defence they obliged the Spaniardsfto^reUeat into 
Algeziras: and a breeze springing .up, the Helena got 
safe into the bay, with the loss of only her boatswain, 
Her mastSy (digging, and sails were cut to pieces by the 
^grape-shot. 

On the 20tb of August, the French and Spanish army 
effected their landing on the island of Minorca without 
opposition, under the command of the Duke de Crillon; 
not long after it was joined by six French regiments 
from Toulon, commanded by Count de Falkenhagn. 

On the 23d of January, the squadron under Admiral 
Arbuthnot, which was lying in Gardiner's Bay» North 
America, suffered coiisiderable damage in a violent 
storm. ' Thci CuUoden^ of 74 guns, was drivenvashorc 
IM tfie east end of Long Islands andtotally lost, her 

D^2 
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crew were saved. The Bedford wa9- dismasted and 
olberwa)^s much damaged^ The America was forced 
to 9eBp and for some time there were great apprehensifms 
of her being safe; she, however, after encountering 
^me diificuUtes, rejoined the squadron. The Cullodeo's 
masts being fortunatelj' saved, tliejr were put oh board 
the Bedford. . 

On the 29tb, Captain Andrew Barclayi in^^he Bbnde 
. frigate, with the Delight and Otter sloops and some 
gallies and gnn-boatf*, co-operated with the detachment 
of the araiy sent by Colonel Balfour from Charlestown, 
undei: the command of Major Craig.; and sailing up 
Cape Fear River, compelled the town of Witmington 
and the American troops who appeared for its defence^ 
to surrender at discretion. Six or seven ivmed vessela 
were captured in the river. 

On the 16tb of March,, Vice-admiral Arbuthnot being 
aboiiL fourteen leagues from Cape Henry, discovered 
the French squadron, under M. de Ternay* At two in 
the same afternooni a partial engagement commenced ; 
the brunt of which fell chiefly on the Robust, Europe, 
and Ardent* until tbe-rest of the van and centre could 
come up to Iheir assistance, it then became more ge- . 
*iieral, and continued till three o^ciock; when the enemy 
bore up» and ran to leeward* The very crippled con- 
dition of the three van ships, prevented .Admiral Ar» 
buthnot from pursoing the enemy. The next day the 
squadron anchored in Lynn Haven Bay, to repair the ^ 
damages it bad sustained. The loss in this action 
amounted to thirty men killed, and seventy-three 
wounded. Among the former was the Hou. Mr» Little* 
ton» lieutenant of the Robust. 
Qa the 8tb of May, tiie province of West florida 
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surrendered to the Spaniards. The Mentor and, Port 

Royal sloops of war, commanded by the Captains Dean 
and Kelly^ were captured. 

On the 16th of July, the Charlestown frigate, of 28 
guns^ Captain Evans, with the Allegiance and Vulture 
illoops of war, on their passage to Spanish River, with 
a lieet of merchantmen, to load coals, fell ih with, aiKl 

. were attacked by two French frigates, Astr^^e, of 40 
gmis, ai#f/f)erm!one, of 36 guns, which after a stool . 

. resistance, they beat oflf^ and saved tiieir convoy. Tiie 
Charlestown had eight men killed, and fourfeen wound* 
ed ; amongst the former was Captain Evans, a most 
vigilant, active, and gallant officer. The Vultiive had 
one man killed and (wo wounded. 

On the 7^h of August, the Medea, of 2d guns, being 

^onacrui^ off the Delawar, fell in with and captured 

.the Belisarius^ American frigate, of 20 guns, and 147 
men. 

, On the 9lh, the Isis, of 32 guns, after a running ac- 
tion of one hour, took (he Trumball, American frigate, 
of 32 guns, and 200 men. 

On the 25lh, Rear-admiral Sir Samuel Hood arrived 
off the Chesapeak, with a fleet from the West Indies $ 
and from thence proceeded to Sandy Hook, where, on 
the Sist, he was joined by Rear-admiral Graves, with 
five sail of the line, who took on bim the command in 
chief of the fleet, and sailed in quest of the enemy. 
On the morning of the 5th of September, between nine 
and ten o'clock, the frigate detached by Mr. Graves to 
look out ahead, discovered the enemy's A/. et lying within 
Cape Henry. Between ten and eleven o'clock it was 
<«een by the.wrhole fleet, and though its number could 
not be ascertained, on account of the close though cbn- 
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fui^ed manner in their ships were anchored^ as it 

ciislQiBary with tho French nation, yet its force was not 
supposed to consist of more than fifteen ships of the 
line: Admiral Graves formed his force in a hue ahead 
and advanced towards the enefkny with all expedttioi>« 
At half past two the enemy began to gel under weigb 
and fan out to seaward, to leeward of the British line ; 
they were discovered about two a'clock to consist of 
Iwenty-four heavy ships of the line, a ciiiuaistance 
which then first convinced ibe EngHsh of the arrival of 
the Count da Grasse, When the van of the Er^lislt 
bad passed on the contrary taek to that of the Frencfa, 
so far, that the ei^my 's headmost ship wa5 nearly abreast 
of the London {on board of which ship Adm« Graves had 
Ills flag) (he signal was made to wear as well for the pur- 
pose of biipging the Aeet on the same tack^with (he 
^emy» as of avoiding a shoal called the Middle Ground 
which the headmost ships had very nearly approached. 
JThe signal for this purpose was made at eleven minutes 
past two, and the English fleet conlinuiog to approach 
that of the enqmy as fast as the Cou^it de Gj'asse^ wko 
kepi occasionally edging away^ would permit them^. 
about a quarter past four the action commenced be« 
«tw^en Ihe vaa of each fleeti, aud progressively extended 
to the twelfth ship in the English line. Here it i>s to be 
observed that the van of both fleets were fairly abreast 
of each other, but the rear of the French fleet was 
considerably lo leeward of its van and centre^ and fron» 
the circumstance "of its ccmsisting of five ships more 
than lhal under Admiral Gr^yQs, reached a considerable 
distance beyond his rear-division to the westward. The 
enemy taking every possible opportunity of bearing 
away^ the seven rear ships wer« not at. all engaged^ 
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The contest ended with the setting sun, and, short as it 
nvasj several of the English ships received so inoch d»» 
mage that, added to their having come from the Wtfst 
Indies in a very indifferent condition for service, the 
stttiaCioii of Admiral Graves might at least have beea 
precarious had the enemy vigorously taken advantage of 
Iheir superior number and force ; thai of the English be* 
ing rendered still more inferior to them from the neces- 
sity of destroying the Terrible, of guns, three day$ 
after the action, she having received some injury in the 
eugageoxent, and havir.g been obliged to keep (ive 
pumps going when on her passage to America. The 
Princessa, Shrewsbury^ Intrepid^ and Montague, sus^ 
tained so much damage that it took a considerable tim^ 
to put them in a state fit lo renew the action : the Ajaic 
was also extremely leaky. The fleets continued in sight of 
each other for five days without the enemy having mc^ 
nifested the smallest inclination, notwithstanding their 
superiority, of renewing the action. The Count de 
Grasse then taking advantage of a favourable change 
of wind, ^pushed for the Chesapeake and having an^ 
chored his fleet, bid defiance to any attempt that could 
.be made to dislodge him. The event pf tiiis actioa 
caused some murmurs both in the nation and on board 
the Heel J happily for the service they soon subsided. 
The loss sustained by the firitish fleet amounted to 9Q 
killed^ and 230 wounded. Captain Mark Robinson 
was among the latter, who lost his leg. Admiral 
Graves now followed the resolutions of a council of 
war, and returned to New York. 

The Richmond and Isis frigates, which had been 
«eat the admiral to cut away the buoys from the ' 
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French ships* anchors (many of them having beefl 

obliged to slip or cut their cables}, were intercepted and 
taken. 

We shall now subjoin an extract from the account 

jpven in the Paris Gazette of this action. After relat- 
Ing the movements of the fleet from the West Indies 
fill its arrival on the coast of America — it thus pro- 
ceeds: * 
' The fleet was Watting at Lynn Haven anchorage, 
intelligence of the march of Genera) Washington, and 
the return of the boats and shallops^ when, on the 5th 
of September, at eight in the morning, the frigate on 
the look*out made signals of twenty-seven sail in the 
east, directing their course for Chesapeak Bay; the 
wind was in the north-east quarter. Shortly after it 
'was discovered that the fleet in sight was the enemy> 
and not Count de Barras, whom we expected ; , by 
crouding sail they were soon near enough for us to per* 

celve clearly that they were ranged in a h'ne close on 
the. starboard tack, and were sending strong ships to 
their van; This moment the frigate made the signal for 
a fleet in sight, the Count de Grasse gave orders to 
prepare for battle, for the row«vessels to return from 
the watering-place, and to get every thing ready for 
sailing. , At noon, the tide permitting the fleet to get 
under way, the signal was thrown out for that purpose^ 
and also the signal for the ships to form with all possible 
expedition, without attending to the general order of 
battle. The captains executed their manceuvres with 
such celerity, tha^, notwithstanding the absence of near 
1800 men, and 90 Officers, employed in landing the 
troops, the fleet was under sail in less than three ^arter^ 
of an hour and the line formed» 
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The JLangaedoc, commanded hy Ibe Sicur de Mod- 
if\U comtnodore of the white and blae, being directly 
aliead of the Viiie de Paris, and the Count de Grasse 
seeing there waB no general ofliceR to hit rear division, 

gave him verbal orders to go and take command of it. 

•'The enemy came from the windward^ and had kept 
St in ionning their line, dose hauled on the starboaid 
tack. At two o'clock they wore altogether, and stood 
on the same tack with the French fleet, but the .two 
fleets were not ranged in parallel lines; the rear of Ad- 
miral Graves being greatly to windward of bis van. 
At three, the headmost vessels of the Frendi fleet 
found themselves, by the diversity of the winds and 
currents, too much to windward for their line to be 
well formed. The Count de Grasse made them bear 
away, in order to give ail bis ships the advantage of 
supporting each other ; when ihey haii bore away suf- 
ficiently they kept their wind; the van of the two 
fleets now approached each other within rousket-shol* 
At four o'clock, the van, commanded by tlie Sieur de 
Bougainville, began the engagement with a very brisk 
fire, and the center ships joined (lieni in succession* 
At five, the wind having continued to vary considera* 
bly, again placed the French van too much to wind* 
ward. Tlie Count de Grasse ardently wi.slied ib^t the 
battle might become general, and to dispose the enemy 
to it, ordered his van to bear away a second time. 
That of Admiral Graves was very roughly treated, 
and he profited by the advantage of the wind, which 
rendered him master of the distance, for to avatd being 
atlAcked by the French rear^ which exerted every effort 
to come np with his rear and center. The setting sun 
ItKmiiiated the fiODobat. The English fleet kept die 
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wihd, and having also preserved it (he next day, cm- 
- ployed it in repairing. The 7lh, at noon, the wind 
:8hiAed in favour of the French fleet ; the Count de 
,Grasse approached that of the enem^, and manoeuvred 
Jo Ibe evening to keep the wind during the night. The 
8th, at day-break. Admiral Graves took advantage of 
a. variation of the wind, which favoured him in an at- 
tempt to gain Che wind of the French fleet, but the 
Count de Grasie perceiving it, made his fleet tack all 
•at the «ime time, which, by this movemenS was ranged 
in a regular line of battle, bearing down upon the ene- 
toy, who were in an ill-formed line, on the contrary 
tack, and who, in spite of (heir bad position, seemed 
inclinable to dispute the weatfaer-gage. The Count de 
Orasse made a signal Ibr the leading ships to pass close 
ahead of those of the English. The enemy then un- 
dertook to form themselves on the opposite tack, with ^ 
the wind ahead, in order to present themselves in a 
line of battle on the same taek with the French fleet* 
Admiral Graves perceived how very dangerous tWs 
manoeuvre was, and thai by persisting in it, he should 
give the French fleet the advantage of attacking him, 
while his movement was only half formed. Three ships 
only had begun this manoeuvre, when be made his fleet 
bear away before the wind to form by his rear; this 
, manoeuvre totally gave up the weaiiier gage to the 
Frencb fleet, and the £nglish made off*, all s«1s sell. 
In the night between the dlh and 9th the wind changed 
in their fiivoor. The evening of the 91b, the Count de 

Grassc •gained it by his manoeuv res, and by ihe advan- 
t^e he bad >f being able to make more sail than the 
English squadron, his vessels having suffered less. In the 
^ ' lught )>etween the iUb and i Otb the enemy disappewredi^ 
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The Count de Grasse seeing the difliculiy there was 
of forcing Admiral Gram to battle, and fearing lest 
»me variations of the wind might permit the enemy 
to gel before bim into the Chesapeake he took the re* 
solution to retttrn thither, to continue his operatims^ 
to re-ship his seamen. The Glorieox and Diligente* 
joined the fleet the 10th in ihe evening. On the 1 Itfa^ 
the two frigates, the Richmond and Isis, which had 
sailed the evening before him from the bay of Chesa* 
peak^ where they bad been to cut the buoya of Count 
de Grasse's fleets fell into his hands. The fleet anchored 
the same day at Cape Henry, where Count de Bariatf 
arrived in the evening. 

The French fleet in the affiiir of the 5th, consnted 
of twenty-four ships and two frigates. Admiral Graves 
re inforced by Hood, had twepty ships, of which two 
were three-deckers^ and nine frigates and sk)0p9« Bf 
their owii confession, five of their ships was considera« 
biy damaged, particularly the Terrible of 74> gons/ the 
sixth ship of ihe line, and to which ihey set fire the 
night betwteen the 9ih and lOth, not' being able to keep 
her above Water. Only the fifteen first mentioned ships 
of the f rench line were engaged, and they had only an 
eqaal number to combat ; the five which composed the 
English rear having declined lo come wiihia reach.'* ♦ 
' The rest of the account relates only to the opesaUons 
of the arrny till the surrender of York and Gloucester^ 
The Count de Grasse quilted bis anchorage, at Lynn 
HaveiT, on the mh, -and took that above the Middle 
Ground and Horseshoe, to be the belter able to defend 
the passage, in case Admiral Graves^ re-inforeed by 
.&ear-admirat Digby, Uiould atteotpt to succoiar Lord^ 
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Cornwallis. It enabled the count also to accelerate 
the siege, by the easier transporting of storey &c* 

Oii the 2Uh, Rear-admiral Digby arrived al Sandf 
Hookj from £ng]and, with three sail of the- line, the 
yrince George, of 98 guns, his own ship; the Canada, 
of 74 guns, Hon. Wiiliatn Cornwallis, and the Lion, 
^ 64 guns, J. Fowkes. 

On the 6lh of September, Captain Charles Stirling, 
in the Savage sloop of war# of 14 guns, and 125 men, 
being on a cruize off Charlestown, fell in with and 
was captured, after a furious and bloody conflict, by 
(he Congress privateer, mounting 20 Iwelverpoundera, 
and 4 .six-pounders, with a complement of 215 men, 
comitoanded by Captain Geddes. Captain StirKng did 
not surrender the King's ship until his mizen-mast was 
ahot away, the main*mast in imminent danger of falling 
overboard ; several of the guns rendered useless, eight 
men killed, and twenty-six wounded. Amongst the 
former was the master ; and among the latter were 
Captam Stirling, Lieutenant Shields, and three mid- 
shipmen. The Congress had eleven men killedj and 
thirty wounded. , 

On the lOlb, Capt^Jn Bazely* in the Amphion, with 
• small squadron, in conjunction with General Arnold, 
destroyed the town of New London^ together with se- 
veral magazines full of stores, and all the vessels in the 
harbour. The general, in his public orders, pays the 
Ibliowin^ handsome compliment to Captain Basely-*— 

The commander in chief has likewise the greatest 
pleasure in taking this public occasion of signifying to 
the army how much they are indebted to the great hu* 
inanity and benevolence of Captain Bazely, of His 

Majesty's ship Amphiooj to whose very friendly and 



Digitized by Google 



OR, MJ&ISTIE Of }ltAVikt ACTIOKt. ft 



generous assistance, many of (he wounded oHiceriaiHl 
men are most probabi/ indebted for their lives.'' 

(sigiiedj Fee. Mackensie, A. Gea» 

The CbalhaiDy of 50 gum, commanded by Caplalh 

Andrew Snape Douglas, being on a cruize, fell in wiUi 
and took, after a short action. La Magioteiine, Frewh 
lirigate, of S^^nns, and 280 men, thirty-two of whom 
were killed, ^nd sixty four woanded. The Chathaia 
bad tivo men kilted, and four wounded. 

ilear-admiral Graves, after he had concert^ mea&ures 
m^th Sir Henry Clinton, the general in chief at New 
York, arrived at Sandy Hook, September 19, where 
be was joined by the Prudent of 64 guns; as be ivasal 
'New Yoric, by Ibe Robust of 74 guns $ Md, on the 
24tb, by Rear-admiral Digby, from England, with the 
frince George, of 98gttns: the Canada, of 74gttnis 
and the Lion of 64 guns. He was moreover reinforcedf 
Oct. 1 1 , by the Torbay, of 7 4 guns j and the Pf inoe 
William, of 64 guns, from Jamaica. His force thus 
concentered, consisted of twenty-sev^n ships of two 
decks, two of them, the Warwick and Adamant 
mounting 50 guns only. The utmost dispatch was used 
in embarking as many troops as coukt be spared from 
the defence of New York, amounting to upwards • of 
7000 men : but this duty and the indispensibly neces* 
safy repairs of the different ships, made it the 19th t>f 
October before the fleet was in a condition to put to 
sea. Admiral Graves arrived off the Chesapeak on 
the 24lh, and then bad the mortification to learn that 
Earl Cornwailis had been obliged to capitulate on the 
•}8tb, the day before the fleet' sailed from New York. 
By this unfortunate event, nearly 6000 Britisli Uoop% 
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and 1500 seamen, fell into the hands of t!ie enemy. 
The Chosen, of 44 guns* with several transports, was 
biimt during the siege. The Gaadaloupe, of 28 guns, 
the Bonnettji sloop of war, and many transports, were 

• taken; 

The fleet of ihe enemy consisting at this time of up* 
wards of thirty ships of the line, was anchored in the 
form of a crescent at the entrance of the York river, 
between the sands called the Horseshoe and the York 
Spit, the Villq de Paris in the center. Formidable as 
'Were their numbers, and judiciously chosen as w^as 
their position, tl)e rear-adfniral stood in close to the 

• back of the sands during two succeeding days, in hopes 
of provoking tliem to risk another action and give him 

• an opportunity of retaliating on them for the success 
*the French admiral had co-operated in procuring to the 
•united arms of France and America on shore. The 
enemy had not, liowever, the smallest inclination to put . 

r-wny thing to the iiazard ; so that, with the slight gratiti- 
f cation of having insulted and dared them to combat 
. -with so inferior a force. Admiral Graves was obliged to 
make sail on the 2Pth for Sandy Hook, and anchored 
^here with bis whole fleet in jiafety on the 2d of No* 
vember. On the lOth he resigned the command of the 
fleet to Rear-admiral Digby, and proceeded to Jamatea 
the London; to which command he had received 
bis appointment. « 

On the 28tb of May, the Atalanta sloop of war, of 
14 guns, and 125 men, commanded by Captain £d« 
wards, and the Trepassey of 1 4 guns, and 80 men. 
Captain Smith, being on a cruize on iht: banks of New- 
foundland, at noon on that day were attacked by the 
Alimacci American frigate^ of 40 guns and 250 men. 
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The sloop made a mosl determined and resolute de« 
fence ; at one oVrfoek Capiain SmtCh, of the Trepatsey* 
was killed. Lieutenant King, on whom the command 
devolved; continued the action witli great gallantry for 
two hours longer ; at this time the Trepassey being a 
complete wreck, with five men kilM, and ten iicound'* 
isd, and the ship ungovernable, he was obliged to 
strike. Captain £d wards, in the Atala^ta^ still main* 
tained the action with uncommon bravery | but his an- 
tagonist having no longer any other to contend with, 
compelled him also to surrender, with the loss of many 
meoi and the ship dreadfully cut to pieces. Mr. Sa- 
muel Arden, her lieutenant, behaved with unexampled 
bravery ; having lost his right arm. in the action, tb« 
instant it was dressed, he resumed his station upun 
deck, and animated the inen to fight gallantly » wber^ 
be continued till the ship struck. For this meritorious 
and heroic conduct, Mr. Arden was made a master and 
commander^ and soon after promoted to the rank of 

post-captain. 

On the 3d of f ebruaryi Admiral Sir George Brydges 
Rodney, and^ General Vaughan^ captured the Dutch 

island of St. Eustalia. The Mars, a fine Dutch frigate 
of 58 gans> and 300 men^ commanded by Count By- 
land, and five other vessels of war, from fourteen to 
twenty^six guns^ all ready for sea, were taken in the 
road, together with upwards of 180 sail of merchant* 
men, many of them richly laden. , 
Sir Gmrge Rodney having learnt that a Dutch con* 
voy, under the escort of a 60 gun ship, had sailed 
thirty-six hours previous to his arrival iu the bay, dis« 
patched Gapiatn Reynolds, in the Idonarch, with the 
• Panther and Sybils in pursuit of them. Qaptain Rey 

fi2 



. nolds bad the good fortune to overtake and capture the 

ny hole convoy, together with the roan of war (the Mars), 
wlMcb made a short resistance before slie struck, by 
which an admiral, who was ou board, was killed. 
* Soon after the capture of St* £u$tatja, the island of 
Saba, St. Martin's atsd idl the other Dutch settlements 
in the West Indies, excepting Curacoa^ fell into the 
possession <of Gieat Britain. ' 

On the 2d of M^rch, the Dutch colonies of Deme- 
rary and Xssequtbo surrendered to Captains Pender and 
Day, of the Berbuda and Surprize sloops of war. Some* 
dars previous to the arrival of the sloops of war, th» 
Ibllowtng British' privateers entered the River Deme-^ 
mry, and carried off eight large ships, three, snows^ 
nd two brigs, ail very richly laden^ bound to HoK - 
land. 



« FriTatecis. Guns. CkHnmsndeiSt 

BeHona, (ship)..«.28.'... Pat. Driscolr 

Mercury, (ditto) -.24... • R.Craig; 

Pof€uptne, (scho.)* IS.... J. Jackson; belongtng- 
to Bristol. 

Hornet, (ship). ... 52.. J. Kimber; Liverpooh 
Hatter, (sdio.) ....S.... 6d. Wbitebouse; 
Polly* (ditto}...«..4.«.. . Newbold; Biarbadoes. 

The v^saels taken in the River Demerary by the ships - 

of war were — one ship, one suow, and two schooners. 
In the tssequibo River-^iive ships^ two snows, ^gmi 
three schooners, nest of thesr laden with tobaocoj sa« 
gar, and go3^, bound to HoUaad. 
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On the 291h of April, Rear-adxniral Sir Samuel Hood, 
having been detached by Sir George Rodney, with 
seventeen sail of the line, to cruize off Fort Royal, 
Martinique, fell in with the French fleet, under the 

Comte cle Grasse, which couslsted of twciiilj-iuur ^aii 
of the line* 

Nolwithstanding the fuiperiority of the enemy's flee^ 

Sir Samuel resolved, if possible, to bring them to action. 
To increase this disparity of force, the British fleet was 
nnforlunaiely carried so much to leeward as not to be 
able to prevent four ships of the line, previously ia 
Fort Royal Bay, from slipping their cables and joining" 
the French admiral. A partial action commenced 
about half an hour before noon, and continued, though 
at a very great distance, till eiglueen minutes past three. 
The causes which prevented the encounter irom be* 
coming more general as welt as closer, will be best ex« 
plained by the following short extracts from the account 
given by Sir Samuel Hood to the commander in chief : 

*"At half past twelve, the French admiral, in the 
Bretagne,'' by mbtake for the Viile de Paris, began 
to fire at the Barfleur,*which was immediately returnct], 
and the action became general but at too great a dis« 
tance, and I believe» never was more powder and shot 
tJirown away in one day before, but it was witii Alons. 
de Grasse the optioaof distance lay ; it was not possible 
for me to go nearer/* And again, "finding not one 
in ten of the eiiemy^s. shot reached u$» I ceased fir* 
ing." 

In this skirmish, however^ some of the van ships re- 
ceived considerable daniage, particularly the Russel, 
theCenlaur (A'hose captain, Nott, and first lieutenanf, : 
l^iowden^ weiekilledj^ the Intrepid and Torbay. iThe 

&3 



42 THE sRiTXSH tbii^ent; 

loi^ of men was incomiderabte, thirty-six o»ly being 
killed, and 161 wounded, the greater part very sli^Iy. 
Sir Samuel condudes his account in tlie foilcming hand« 
some and modesl ferms : 

I think it very much my duly la say that the zeal 
and exertion of Rear-admiral Drake, and of iliQ captains, 
oficers and men, I had the honor to coinmand^ were stich 
Ih'ai if Mons. ds Grasse had thought fit to have breught 
His Majesty's squadron to close action^ and it should 
have pleased God to have given him the victory, I irast 
he would not have found it an easy onei great as the 
saperiortfy of the enenfy was against us.* 

Sir Samuel Hood used (be utmost expedition in re- 
pairing such damaged sustained by the fleet as could be 
refilled for sea ; he sent those ships, whose injuries ex* 
ceeded such assistance into St. Eustatia and St. Lucia, 
under orders to rejo»n him with the utmost dispatch, 
8fnd he repaired with the remainder to a given rendez* 

TOUS. 

On the 2d of May, twenty-one sail of the St. Eustatia 
convoy were captured by a French squadron, of eight 
ships of the line, under M. de la Motte Piquet. 

On the ilth of May^ the Marquis de BouIIi6 and 
Coiiite de Grasse made a fruitless attempt to dispossess 
the British forces of the island St. Lucia. The Captains 
Kodney^ Smith, ^nd Hitchius, of the navy^ weie landed 
with a body of seamen and marines to command the 
batteries at the Migre^ while another proceeded; with 
Captain Robert Ltnsee to defend the Morne. On the 
J 2th the French fte^t, consisting of twenty-five sail of 
the line, entered Gross-isle Bay ; hat, by the Well di* 
lectecji fire of the batteries on Pigeon Island, conducted 
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bjr Lieatenant Miller, of the navy > they wcreaooncon^ 

pelled (o abandon their design, and stand out to sea. 

On the 26ihg Sir George Rodney having receiired 11^ 
tdiigtote hj the Rattlesnake sloep of war, that W 
French squadron, under M. de ^lancheiande, had Bfm 
peered off the island of Tobago^ and haded a laige 
body of tfOOffS, instantl) detached Bear-admiral Drake 
with six sail of the iiae to its relief* On the ^Oth, Ad* 
mtral Drake made Cbe island, and at the same tiaae dSs- 
cavered the enemy's fleet to lucward, consisting of 
twenty^seven sail of the line. NotwiUistaiidiag tlieif . 
great superiority, the admiral used every effort to throw 
sooooufs into the island, boi finding tbem all itefibctoa^ 
he hauled his wind, and dispatched a sloop of war to 
inform Sir George Rodney with the strengiii oi the 
enemy. ' 

On the 2d of June, the island of Tobago surrendered 
to tiie French arms. On the same 4»y AesuTiadmiial 
Drake arrived in Carlisle Bay, Barbadoes. The follow- 
ing day Sir George Rodney put to sea with twenty-^one 
« sail of the line, having on board a large body of land 
forces under the command of General Vaug^ian ; and 
proceeded to the island of Tobago, in hopes of being 
in time to save it from falling into the bands of the 
enemy. On the 6ih, he got aigbt of the French &eal. 
off (he ishml/ which he then learnt had been neoessi« 
taied to surrender. The superiority of the enemy a 
fleet induced Sir George Rodney not to risk eitha? the 
recovery of Tobago,- or an action, lest he sh6uld have 
been carried so iar to Inward, as to endanger the island 
of Barbadoes* " - 

On .the 31st of July, Sir Gepige Rodney resigned 
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the command of Ihe iieet to Sir Samuel Uood^ and i^e* ' 
turned to England for the re-establishment of his healtbr • 

On the 3th, the Comte de Grasse sailed with the 
' French fleet from Martinique to St. Domingo; soon- 
after Sir 8*3011161 Hood proceeded with the British fleet 
to North America, to avoid the hurricane months. On 
I the 5 th of December^ he again returned to the West 
Indies. ' ' 

On the 26th of November, the island of St. Eustatta 
was surprised and taken by a body of French troops, 
under the command of the Marquis de Bouiliie. 

The squadron at Jamaica was sttll commanded by 
Sir Peter Parker, whose cruizers in general were very 
successful. Towards the end of the year Rear-admiral 
Graves arrived at Port Royal from America. 

On the 25th and 26th of February, the combined 
squadron of France and Spain, under the command of 
M. de MonteiUe and Don Solano, being on a cruize off 
Cape Francois, was overtaken by a violent storm, in 
which it suffered considerable damage, and was obliged 
to bear away for the Havannah. Two Spanish ships « 
foundered; two wefe for some time missing, and fotir 
dismasted. The French had one ship run ashore, one 
smk, and two dismasted. It was believed that the 
number of souls who perished amounted to 2180. 
- On the 20th of April, the Resource, of 28 gunSf and 
--200 men, commanded by Captain Bartholomew Row- • 
ley, being on a cruize off Cape Blaise, fell in with,, 
and captured, after a smart action, the Unicorn, (for* 
merly in His Majesly's service) of 20 guns, eight car* 
ronades, and 181 men. The Resourcei ha4 fifteen mea 
killed^ and thirty wounded. 
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OtL the 1st of Augost, the islaod of Jamaica tvai 

visited by a most dreadful hurricane, which destroyed 
several plaiitatioosj and damaged many others ; above 
ninely-seven merchant vessek were driven ashore in 
Port RoyaU harbour, some of which weic entirety knl, 
with pad of their crews^ The Ulysses, of 44 gons, 
and Southampton, of 32, were entirdy dismasted. 
The Pelican, of 24^ Captain Cuthbert CoUingwood, 
was lost oflf the Mbrant Keys ; the crew, exceptiDir 
four, were fortunately saved. 

Oa the 22d^ the homeward bound trade sailed aoder 
eonvoy of seven sail of ships of war i soon after ihey^ 
were separated in a heavy gale of winid : the Torbay, 
Vrince WiUiam, and Janus, bore away for America ;^ 
some of the caerchantmen foundered, ;ind others put 
hack la Poet Royal. The Albion and Princess Royal, 
reached England with Xhe reroaiiicler in the month of 
November; the latter in a most leaky, shattered, and 
sickly condition. On her arrival at $pithead she had 
only bread on board for three days. 

In August, Captain William AfBeck, in the Sooth* 
ampton, of 32 guns, being off Cape Francois, fought 
La Saiveillaate French frigate, of the same force ior a 
considerable time ; at length they mutually desisted,' 
and sheered off from each other* The Soulhamploa 
had six mew ktKed and tweely-five wounded* 

A court of enquiry is said to liave been convened 
here,, by wUcb Captain John Meatray, late of thp 
RamilUes, was suspended from the command ef 
above ship by the sealeace of a court-martial, for mis^ 
conduct on his passage out with the cenveyv by whifch 
they were intercepted, and many of them captured hf 

Aeceoibined tefrti. 
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On (he I61I1 of April, the squadron under Comrao- 
dore Johnstone, consisting of the Romney, 50 guns^^ 
ttero, 74; Monmouth, 61.; Jupiter, 50; and Isis50; 
Terror, bomb-vessel 5 Infernal, fire-ship; and RaUle^ 
snake, cutter ; 5vas surprised and attacked by u squa- 
dron of French ships of war under Mens, de Suflfrein, 
10 Port Praj^a Ba^r, in the island of St. Jago. The best 
account we can lay before our readers of this action, 
will be the commodore's letter on the occasion : 

"On the leth of April, at half past nine o'clock in 
the morning, being at anchor in Port Praya, in tlie 
island of St. Jago, with 4be squadron o^ His Majest/s 
ships under my command, together with the East India 
ships, transports, and victuallers, who sailed with as 
from England, the Isis (which ship lay the farthest to 
leeward) made the signal for seeing eleven sail in ib» 
Offing, towards the N, E. 

♦*I was then absent in a boal, giving directions for 
moving some ships vvhich had been driven too neareacb 
ether. 

As soon as I saw the signal for so maijjr strange 
ships, linstantly returned on board the Romney, and 
made the signal for all the persons to come from the 
shore, and to repair on board their respective shipsj, 
having at that time not.less than J300 persons absent 
from the fieet, who were employed in watering, fishing,, 
and embarking live cattle, with other occupations ne« 
cessary to ihc dispatch in refitting so many ships, be^ 
sides a number of the officers and troops who were 
taking the recreation of the shore, 

" As soon as liie signal was made, and enforced b/ 
tiie repeated firing of guns, and after a boat bad been 
dispatched to the sliure, to give more expedition an4 
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reflect to the embarks^ioiii a ngnal was made to Uflmoof 

and another to prepare for battle. 
' . "I went on board the Isis to make my observatioM 
on the strange ships, as they could only be seen from 
that ship» on account of the east point of land which 
intervened. 

From the Isis I plainly discovered five large ships 
of the linp, and several smaller ships, standing in for 
the land ; the large ships being separated from liie con- 
voy, and making signals hy superior and inferior flags 
which plainly denoted that they were French. 

"Upon this I relumed on board the Romney, calling 
. to the East India ships, as I passed and re-passed, lo 
prepare for battle ; for most of them were yet iieedless 
. of the signals which had been made. 

At a quarter before eleven o'clock the strange ships 
appeared, coming round the east point of land, drawn 
Hp in a line, and leading into the bay. His Majesty'a 
ships of war (excepting as lo the people who were ab- 
sent on shore) .were by .this time prepared to receive the 
. enemy, if they should offer any insult. 

We plainly perceived they intended an attack, by 
the springs which were passed to their cables along lh6 
outside of the ships : and we knew the small regard 
. which the French usually pay to the law of aationst 
, when they are possessed of a superior force j or find it 
convenient to dispense with such obligations ; and in 
, Ibis omr expectations we were not disappointed : for 
with much courage and seeming determination the 
French commodore led on within 'two cables length H>f 
the Monmouth, Jupiter, and Hero, passing the Diana, 
Terror bomb, and Infernal fire-ship, who lay without 
tte rest of the ships : hexQ ho hojpted his broad pendaiitt 
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and displayed ihe Vtmch colours ; he* then hamed 
jiis coursesj and fired two sl^ot at the Isis from his lar**- 
board bew as he hrffed np, and itnmediately after^ per-* 
fitting his ship to shoot up in the wind, as far as the 
toM Whb Which the ahip ^bs sailing enabled her, he 
dropped his anchor abreast of the Monmouth, and be- 
gan to fire away among the ships as fast as be could 
^dBscharge md lead* His saild, bowerer^ were still 
flying about in great coofusion, so that the spring oil 
the cabte did not bold when the ship Was cheeked to 
bring up, and he drove abreast of the Hero. ' * 

^' After the two guns mentioned above bad been dis* 
charged with shot» the 'fire from His Majesty's shi^s 
opened upon the enemy with great power and effect. 

" The next French ship which followed their com* 
■oodore anchored ahead of him ; the third endeavoured 
Id pass through for the Romney; but being unable to 
weather the different thips^ he anchored astern of bis 
commodore, and continued there for a short space, 
driving aboat with hb sails loose, until he boaiiied the 
Fortitude and Hinchinbroke East India ships, and then 
"firent to sea. The fourth ship ran on difierent lines, 
luffing and baling up as he passed among the skirt of 
our sliips, and firing and receiving fire as he sailed 
along, but sciemingly in great codfusion alse, ;and at 
last, with much difficulty, he wore^Iear of the reef on 
the west point without us. 

The fifth ship ran among the merchant vessels also, 
£riog at all/and attempting to board two or tUree as she 
passed along, without success. 

*'In a quarter of an liour after the first gun, several 

of 4>tir East India ships h$d recovefed -the alarm, and 
were firing at the enemy^ and som^e of theui in weK 

5 . 
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A'fieefed lines t two or three however had sirock their 

colours, and thrown Uie company's packeU vv^buard, 
and others prudently put to sea. 

"The Romney could only fire In two openings, and 
4his under a precision which was fautiottsly observed^ 
neither coold she veer away cable to open a larger 
space^ as the Jason lay right a-stern of her. Seeing 
the Romney was like to have little share to the action, 
after the (burlh ship had passed her, I ordered the barge 
to be manned, to go on board the Hero. General 
Meadows and Captain Sallern insisted they should 
accompany me, with a degree of generosity and good 
humour which I conld not resist It is pleasant to be 
Tiear the general at all times, but on the day of baule 
that satisfaction is felt in a pecuh'ar degree. We were 
received by Captain Hawker with as chearful and affa- 
ble civility as if we had come to dinner, while the 
Hero kept op a constant, awe/ul, heavy discharge of 
artillery. ^ 

" The action bordered upon a surprise, and the na* 

tare of the service jn which we were engaged, rendered 
tts liable to much confusion ; yet upon the whole, until 
the enemy were beat off, I saw nothing on our part but 
steady, cool, determined valour^ 
'< Captains Alms, oF the Monmouth^ kept up a well- 

directed fire. - ' , 

Captain Paisley had worked hard from the beginning 
of the business, and got a spring on his cable by which 
effort every shot told from the Jupiter. 

The French commodore now found his situation too 
hot, and he cut his cable, in three quarters ot an hour, 
and weot away through the shipt, as his second asteht 
had done before i the other ahead was now left behind 

V0%. III. . ' F 
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an object to be iired at by all the ships in ottr ileet» wh» 

cuuIJ ^el ^'jiis to bear upon hlni. In this situation he 
remaintfd ior fifteen minutes, hardly firing a gun during 
Ihe whole time : - such a spectacle of distress I never be- 
fore beheld.' 

'*lBjn satisfied nnyself he struck his colours^ and that 

they were not merely shot away, as some alledge ; and 
this i believe* because ditferent ships thought he struck 
al the same time ; but it was imj>ossible to get afl the. 
^ips to cease firing at once; and one gun being after* 
wards discharged from the enemy's ship, the firing be* 
gan again even from ^uch of our ships as had left ofl^ 
• Whether his cable was shot away* or he cut the 
cable, I cannot say; but off the ship, went round upon 
the heel, her stern falling close to the broadside oi the 
Isis; her masts were tottering; her yards were hanging 
tlitK rent ways ; her sails were Hying about in rags, and 
full of holes, first fell the mizen-mast, next went the 
main-maU, and lastly, the foic-mast and llie ouler end 
of the bowsprit tumbled into the water. 

" I instantly returned to the Romney, and made the 
signal for all the captainsj and after hearing the condl* 
tion of every ship, I directed the men of war to cut and 
slip as last as they cuuld get to sea, to loliow up the 
victory, with orders to make any India ships which lay 
in their way, to cut their cables also, that they niiglit 
HOt be impeded. . ^ 

I ordered the merchant ships to lie fast and repair 
their damages,, until w^e joined thcai again. 

As soon as the Jason was out of ihe wajr, ihe Rom« 
ney was cast by a sprijig on the cable, and she WQut 
to under tlic acclamations of the whole deet* 
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" The Jupiter instanlly followed, and we ran between 
cor scattered ships and the enemy. Perceivir.g neither 
the Isis nor Diana making any signs to lollovy, thougli 
,both of them Jay in clear births *for so doing, their 
se\ eral sigrnak were made. The Diana answered, and 
seon alter ioiiowed ; but although gun alter gun wa& 
fired to enforce the s^ignal to call pot the Uist she stlU 
remained without any signs of obedience to my signals 
then abroad. At last (he Hero came under our stern, 
with a message from Capiaiii Sullon,* saying thai ins 
masts and yard», and sails and cigging were so wounded, 
that he-rould not come out without repairing them, but 
lhat he wouki toliow a^ fast as he could. . - 

My answer was* all this is no*excuse for disobeying 
my posiiive orders : besides, I think his damages im ma* 
tcrial to a man of any resources* 

'^Captain SuKon^s signal was therefore again en* 
forced by anolh&r gun ; he then hoisted his answering 
flag, ao4 came out» after three hours' delay. 

All the ships being now come out, the signal was 
made to form the linea*head on the larboard tack. The 
French ships had before this collected, and taken the dis- 
abled ship in tow, and they had raised a slump forward, 
and iixed a sail upon it, wiih which they had wore t4ie 
l)ulk, and put before ihe wind in a line of batlle abreasl, 
and sent oft* their convoy under all the sail iiiey could 
set. 

" When the I^is joined us she ran under our stern, 
and repeated an account of her distress and her damages, 
pari icLila«ly .the vvant of a mizen-topsail yard, which I 
told the captain was notlfing at all. 

** The signal was now made to bear up in a line of 
battle abreast. At that instant the Isis lost her fore« 
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iop-nast above the fop-sail-^ard,, whieh yard was not 
injured by ihe tiM, nor was the s^ii^burt* or any otber 
damage infllained, to prcTcnt the ship from working ; 
> the fore-top*saiI being close reefed and set. 

I immediately diortened sail to ^ive time to the 
Isis to clear the wrecks which was done in half ah hour 
«r forty minutes* 

This idcreased oar distance from tbe enemy* As 
aoon as I saw Ihe Isis could make sail^ I bore up and 
ael the fore^satlj and made tite signal for the line 
abreast. When we came near tbe enemy, I found the 
Isis and Monmouth had dropped astern between two 
and three miles^ though both of them sailed much bet- 
ier than (he Romney : their signals wer^ therefore made 
40 call them Co thetratations ; the Monmouth immedi* 
ately answered* and made^sail accordingljj but tbe Isis 
still kept behind. ^ 

By these various obstructions and delays, added to 
a strong lee current, the enemy had drawn us far to 
leeward of St, Jago. The sun was set ; the sea had 
increased ; I could not propose a decisive action in the 
night If I followed until day*light» my prospects 'wem 
great and tempting; but I must then determine to 
leave my convoy in distress^ and separate from the 
troops, without any fixed determination concerning 
them or their destination; and I must also have relin- 
quished the object of the present expedition; becaose^ 
after getting so far to leeward that we could not fetch 
th^ islands of Bravo or Fogo> it is a well known fact 
that no ship can bear up against the N. £• winds and 
the S. W, current which always prevail berCi much less* 

after siyrh an action as must be expected* 
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"On the other hand, if the principal force of the 
enemy should arrive before us at the place of our desti* 
nation, it might prove equally fatal to the object of the 

expedition* 

The dtlemnia was great indeed, and I felt the cruel 

situation with an aiiguish which I never beiurc experi- 
enced; but after maturely weighing this subject in all 
its consequences with tliose persons on whose judgment 
1 have most conlidehce, I thought myself bound to re- 
turn lo join the ships under my protection, and to pur- 
sue the object of the expedition, it being most probable 
thaf the enemy ipust either send qAT two of their di^^ 
abled ships of war to the West Indies, in which case I 
shall have a superior naval force, or they must touch at 
i^^e Brazils for water and repairs; and perhaps they 
will be obliged to do both ; in either oi which ca.-ie^ we 
shall have a great advantage by the preceding action.- 

'^Isfext day we retook ilic Hinchinbroke East India 
ship, with twepty-five Frenchmen on board. 

After an action of such a length, in such a situation, 
in smoi^th water, witli large ships so near each other, it 
is surprising to find how few men have been killed, and 
what slight damages Hi^ Majesty's ships have received. 

The Monmouth lying within a cable's length, Imd 
iu)t a man killed, and only six wounded. ^ 
*' The Jupiter had two wounded. 
" The Isis had four killed and five wounded. 
** The Roraney had seven wounded. 
^ Tiie Jason and Latham East India sliips,. which 
lay at the farthest distance from the enemy, had fouc 
killed and fourteen wounded ; among the number^of 
the killed is Lieutenant Keith of.the Jason/ a * brave 
, atid wonlby oflwer* ' . 
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Several of the East India ships have sufTered in their 
masts, yards, and -rigging, but nothing that will impede 
the .voyage, or which cannot be repaired even here wiCk 

security. 

The fate of the Infernal ireshrp, and Terror bomb, 

deserves (o be particularly related; they had come • 
lirom the Isle of May two d^ys before, and lay to th^ 
eastward) without all the ships notwithstanding my ori* 
ders in writing had been strictly given, and piHictoally 
commonicated, for all the small ships to anchor within 
the rest. The Terror had sprulig her bowsprit, and 
was fishing it, wittr her rigging loose, when the enemy 
' appeared, and one of the sixty-foui gun ships had her 
on boar^. 

" The Terror catched fire, and the enemy durst not 
take possession of her, though often invited to do so by 
' Captain Wood. She then cut her cable, and 'drove to 
sea, where she lost her bowsprit and fore-mast. 

One of the French ships again followed her in tbit 
miserable condition, and fired several shot at the Ter- 
ror s yet Captain Wood, seeing us preparing to come 
out, would not strike his cotottrs, but bravely contrived 
to set some stay-sails, and slide off in that shattered con* 
dition. . 

The firesbrp went to sea, and was taken by the 
enemy, by what means I cannot relate; bnl I have 
good reason to believe that she was afterwards aban« 
doned bjf the enemy, or retaken by the crew, as the 
Jupiter saw her the next day to leeward, and standing 
towards us, with her distinguishing vanes and answering 
§stg abroad* 

^The Fortitude India ship behaved with uncommon 

bsaver/, ^he was boarded by the Aitesien, who fired 
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many guns into her ; several of ihe enemy's crew jump- 
ed qvl board Ibe Forlitude ; yet, in thU sUuation Capt. 
Jenkinson, of the 98tb regiment, kept up a comtanl 
fire with small arms ; several of the enemy were sliot 
on tbe shroads, and two were forced oirerbeatd, and 
taken up again into the Fortitude, after tlie two ships 
liad separated. 

** Tfie Hinchinbroke was aUo miserably cut and 
jnangted by tbe Artesien, before she was taken, 

'*Many of the other India ships saflered ctmsiderable 
damages^ particularly the Lord North, Osterly, and 
Asia ; and ihe JSdward victualler was nearly sunk and 
carried out to sea, though afterwards abandoned. 

" Wilb great difficulty, a/ter torning many days, we 
recovered this bay witli the Fortitude, and we towed 
in the Hinchinbroke and Edward, 
" «« £vef y possible exertion has been used since to re- 
pair the variotts damages which the ships had sustained, 
'and Ibe whole convoy are now as completely refitted as 
circumstances will allow ; in the execution of whKrh - 
service I am chiefly indebted to the iodefatigable atten- 
tion of Captain Paisley, whose sen! on this, and every 
other occasion, i wish may be represented to His ^a- 
jesty^ 

** To add to our embarrassment, the Porto sloop, 
who joined us the day we got bf^k, ran foul of the . 
Hero, and lost her foremast and bowsprit. 
' I have judged it proper to put Captain Sutton, of 
Ihe Isis, under an arrest. 

'* Since writing the above account, the Infernal fire- , 
ship has joined us. The enemy had abandoned her on 
our approach, having taken away Captaiji Darby and 
Ave seamen^ and nine soldiers of the 9dth regiment. 

% 
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^ Lieutenant HamiHon^has been ever since turning vfi 

to gain this port, which shews Ihe impossibility of join^ 
ing the convoy if I had followed tlie enemy. 

The fireship has sustained little or no damage/' 
The total loss sustained in the action amounted to 26 
Jiiiled, 140 wounded, and 20 made prisoners. 

On the 1st of AJay, the damages of the ilect being rei^ 
paired^ Commodore Johnstone sailed from - Port Prayii 
bay. On tlie 12th of Jape he detached Captain Pigo^, 
in the Jason, to the southward, in order to gain intelli- 
gence of ihe enemy i sooaafter he had the good fortuise 
to capture the HeldwoUema<Ie, a Dutch East-India ship, 
from Saldanha bayi bound to the island x)f Cejloo^jof 
great value, having on board Stores and provisions, with- 
4(>,O00L sterling in mun^y. From this ship Caplaia 
Figot learnt, thai on the 2 1st .of June M. deSuflTrieti 
had, notwithstanding the injuries his ships suslaiiicd in 
the Porto Baya fight^ safely arrived at tttie Cape of Good 
Hope with five sail of the line and several transports ; 
that when he sailed, the French ileet; was in False Bay ; 
and many Dutch East-India ships %vere lying in Saldanba 
bay, bound to Europe. Captain Pigot instantly tiis- 
patched Lieutenant D'Auv^gne, in the Tapageur cut* 
ter, to Commodore' Johnstone, with this information*; 

,who, upon receiving it, proceeded to Saldanha Bay, 
On the 21st of July. he got sight of (he Dutch ships at 
anchor ; immediately, on the appearance of tiie British 
squadro0, they cut their cables and run ashore, lietting 
fire to and abandoning their ships. By ihe great exer- 

. tions of the ot&cers and s«£io>en, who were sent in the 
boats, the 'flames were e^ctinguisjied on board of four of 
the ships, and tiicy were got ofi'; but they raged with 

such fury on boArd.of the Qiij^t, called ibe Middlebujx* . 
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tint every eflbrt to 'Overcome them proved ineflSsctoal, 

and she blew up. Two of the prizes^ however, the 
BsnkbaarKejt end HoeiiGOop» were afbrwards loU in 

the channel. 

The French squadfon having, a few da^s prevbas to 
the arrival of Commodore Johnstone, sailed from the 
Cape for India^ as soon as the prizes were made ready 
for sea, he left Saidanba Bay and steered fcr England, 
with them and a part of the squadron ; liie remainder, 
with the transports and indiamen> proceeded on their 
voyage. 

On the 26tb of October, Captain Christie, in the Han- 
siifaal of 50 guns, who had been left by Commodore 
Johnstone to cruize oflf the Cape of Good Hope, fell in 
with ievcn tail of large ships, which separated on.pef- 
eetving the Hannibal, and steered different courses. In 
the evening Captain Christie came up with the Neckar, 
¥rbkb, in the diaoe, had lost her maiii^mast, fore, and 
mizen«4op-ma8ts ; she instantly struck, and proved to be 
a fine frigatOr pierced for d8 gons, but only 28 moonted. 
Captain Christie learnt from the prisoners, that they 
were all bound for the Mauritius, with stores and pro* 
visionr* The Ned&ar was purchased into the service 
by the same name. 

The ships employed this year on the coast of Africa 
were, the Leander of 50 guns; the Alligator of 14-; 
and the Zephir of 14. 

Sir Edward Hughes, who conraianded the squadron 
at the East' Indies, on the 2tst of October, anchored 
(ore Negapatnam, *and landed the marines to reinforce 
Major-general Sir Hector Monro, who was besieging 
that place with a considerable army. The next d^y 
a battalion of seamen were ordered to co-opeiale with 
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tbe major-ge-neral in all measured wbich he tnigbt Ihiiil: 

necessary for the attack. 

In the mean time the heavy artillery was landed^, 
tinder (he supertntendance of Captain Ball, of the 
Stiperbe, through a violent surf, with incredible fa- 
tigue^o the men ; who, on. this oecasion, shewed equal 
spirit and perseverance. In ihe night of the 29{h, (he 
strong lines, which the enemy had Uirown up, flanked 
by redoubts, to cover and defend the approach to the 
town> were stormed and carried* in which the seamen 
and marines bore a principarpart. On the 5th. of No- 
vember the admiral moved the squadron nearer toUhe 
fort on the flank of ike lines. The' approaches were 
now carried on with great rapidity, and a strong battery 
of 18 pounders, within 3Q0 yards of the walis» being 
ready to open, on the 7ih, the admiral and general, to 
save the further efiusion of blood, summpncd the go* 
vernor to surrender, who, returned for answer, Tha4» 
being obliged by honour and oath to defend ihe place, 
be could not enter into any agreement for its surrender, 
but would defend it to the h^L" In consequence of 
this reply, the siege was recommenced with great vi- 
gour, till the lOib, when ihe governor foufid it impossi* 
ble to hold out any longer, and displayed a Hag of truce; 
t'wo commissioners were sent out to ofler terms of capi« 
tulation^ the roost of wKich were acceded to^. and the 
place delivered up^to his majesty's arois* 

The .garrison consisted of 8000 men^ above iOO of 
.whom were European regulars and militia, 700 Malays?, 
4,500 S^apoys, and 2,300 oT Hyder Ally's troops, 
mostly cavalry, who, on the ^st charge deserted timt 
aliiL'S, and in their retreat plundered and (»iunl all the 
villages through^ w high they passed. The squadron lostj 
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during Ihe siege, 20 seamien and noarines killed, and 38 
wounded y most of whom died from (he &(igues (hey had 

undergone. 

In (he montb of Augus( (he members of (he East* 

India Company's factory at Fort Marlborough, on the 
island of Stvna(ra« onderlook (he " reduction of all ihe ' 
Dutch settlements on that island. Mr. Botbam, one of 
the cpupcil, and a gentleman of enlerprize, conducted 
the expedition, in conjunction with Captain Clements, 
the s<ii]ior captain of five East-India ships which were 
then a( Bencoalen. * The aj>pearance of so formidable 
an armament before Pedang, alarmed the Dutch go* 
vernor to -such a degree that he instantly surrendered 
that place, and gave directions for all the other Dutch 
settlements on the coast to be delivered up to the Eng« 
bsb. 

On the 3d of January, 1782, the combined fleet, un- 
der the command of Don Lewis de Cordova, and the 
Comte de Guichen, consisting of four sail of the line, 
nine frigates, with 70 transports, having on board 4O00 
(roops, sailed, from Cadiz, on a secret expedition. 

Oa the 6th of February Commodore Sir Richard 
Bickerton sailed with a squadron for the -East-Indies^ 
consisting of 10 sail of the line, from 80 to 20 guns. 

On the i Cilh of Marchi Captain Charles Maurice Pole, 
in (be Success, of 32 guns; and 22Q.men, having under 
his convoy tlie Vernuii, store-ship, bound to Gibraltar, 
being -about IS leagues from CapeSparteU discovered a 
Spanish frigate in chace of/bim ; at six in the morning 
Captain Pule brought her to close action, which continu* 
ed with great obstinacy until near half past eight, when 
the enemy's main aiid uiizcn-ma't'? fell over (he side ; 
§he stsuck^ and proved to be the Santa Caialina, of 3f 
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guns^ and S(X) men, commanded by Don Mig. Jacen, he 

was the commodore of six frigates which w^re on » 
cruize^ and from which he had separated only two days 
before. She had 30 men ki\hd, and 8 wounded. The 
Suocesftf I killed, and 4 wounded. Captain Pole had 
Karcely repiiired his own damage^ and go( the prise 
in the best slate he was able to carry sail, when, at day* 
light on the morning of the 18tb» he perceived m sail 
oi large shrps^ and was chaced by two frigates. He 
ordered the Vemop to proceed on with all sail. Cap^ 
tain Pole, in the.mean time, seeing that it wasjmpossi- 
ble to prevent the prixe falling into the hands of the 
enemy, took out his officers tad crew, and seC her m 
fire. 

- On the ISth of April, Vice-admiral Barringlon sailed 

from Spitliead with 12 sail of the line, for the purpose 
of intercepting a French convoy, bound to the £ast*In*< 
dies, which, according to accurate information received 
by the admiralty board, was then ready to sail from 
Brest. At n8on on the 20th, the Artoit made the sig- 
nal for having discovered an enemy's fleet, upon which 
Admiral Barrington instantly made the signal for a gene- 
ral chace. It was soon perceived to be 17 or 18 sail of 
merchantmen, under the escort of three ships of war. 
.The Fourdroyant, (Captain John Jervis) being at a con* 
siderable distance ahead of the fleet, at about one the 
niktmomingp brought the sternmost of the enemy's line 
of battle ships to close action, which continued near 
' three-quarters of an hour, when Captain Jervis laid her 
on boards and she surrendered, with the loss of near 80 
men killed and wounded. She proved to be the Pegase, 
of 74 guns, and 700 men, commanded by the Chev. de 
Cillart. Soon after this action her main and lai^sen* 
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Amis fell oirerboard. Captain Jetwis, and only four 

men were wounded on board the Foujdrojrant. li blew 
so estremeiy hard, wilh a heavy sea, that it was with 
' niuch diffkrully the prize could be taken possession of, 
and. a few of the prisoners shifted. At day-light the 
squadron was observjed to be mUch dispersed* The 
Queen was ordered to the assistance of the Fourdroy^ 
ant, apd look charge of the Pegase. The weather was 
so tenvpesluous that they lost sight of thq Fourdioyant 
in the ntgbt ; and it was not until the 23d that Captain' 
Maitland had a favourable opportunity of having any 
communication with the Pegase» Just aS be had accom« 
pitshed the exchange of prisoners^ a large ship hove in^ 
sight ; Captain Maitland directed the Fegase to steer 
for £ngland^ and went himself in chace, i\f(er a pui> 
suit of 14 hours he came up with and captured ilie Ac- 
tioui)^ire, armed. for 64* guns, but at that time arm^ en 
flute ; she had a complement of 250 seamen, and 550 
soldiers^ who were on their passage to the East-Indies, 
Her cargo was extremely valuable; it consisted of 
lower masts for four ships of 74 guns, besides a great 
quantity of naval and military stores, and eleven chests 
of Dutch silver* . About ten or twelve of the convoy \ 
were also taken, which were laden with ^troops and 
stores. The squadron having been much scattered dur<« 
ing the chace, and encountered several hard gales, as 
soon as Admiral Barrington bad collected bis ships to^ 
gelher, he proceeded to England, and arrived at Spit- 
bead on the 26th with most of his prizes, 
* On the 3d of May Rear-admiral KempenfeU sailed 
from Spithead to cruize in the Soundings: on the iSlfi 
be returned with the squadron into Torbay. 
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On the 4ih, nitie sail of Dutch ships of the h'ne, havi^ 
Ing under their oonvoy a large fieet of merchantm^nt 
puHotea fitm the Tekel. On the 9th Lord Howe 
sailed with twelve h*ne of battle ships in quest of them ; 

« the Dutch aAmral being iftformed of L6rd Howe's 
mm'emenls, retired again into the Texel. The British 
fleet continued to cruize on the coast of Holland for 
iabodt a mouthy and Ihen retlirtted to Sphhead. 
- On the 20th of June, Lieulenanl Cadnian, in the De- 
^fiaace, armed ship, bdng m a cruise in the North Sea, 
/came up with, and captured, after a brisk action of two 
Sours, a Dutch brig of war, meuntnig 16 six-poondersj 
tod H'3-iiien, ^S'of whom wire IcHtec!, and 17 wound- 
ed, Tlie Defiance had one man killed, and two* 

y )Hir6ttnded. • • 

' On the 25th the combined fleet fell in with and cap- 
tured 1 S sail of mefebaDtiiien, bound to Canada and 
Newfodndland, under convoj of the Fbrttand, Oiseau, 
Danae, and Merlin sloop. 

ht July, Admiiiftl Lord Howosoiled from Spithead on 
a cruize to the westward, with 22 sail of the line, hav- 
ing under htm Vice**aditoti^l fiarrmgton, Rear-admtmis 
Ross and Kempenfelt. Tlie fiecft returned to Spithead, 
without having seen tlie enemy, on the 14tfa of Au- 
iptst. 

On the 29th of July, Vice-admiral Sir Peter Parker 
anchored at Spithead in tfce Siindwieb, of 90 guns, from 
Jamaica. T!»o Compt de Gwtsse, and several other 
French officers of rank, who were taken on the 25th of 
lApril, came home in ber. 

In or about the month of August, the Dutch having 
again ventoied out-of the Teaai vHth a stronger sqiia^ 
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droi^ Commodore Hplham wt« sent wilh a ret&force* 

fnent of sbips to Vice-admiral Milbank;^ who was in the 
Downs ; vpon wKicb the Dutch retarned into port. 

On the 29th of August, the Royal George, of 100 , 
gttns, lying at Spiihead, having occasion 4p beeU in order 
to repair some of the a>pper which was rnneb damaged 
under water^ a sudden and violent squall threw ber so 
nuch over^ a«d the Iower*deck gans being ruii ottt«- tho 
water rushed with such rapidil)f in at the porl-holei?, 
that» before it was. possible for the crew '(who were at 
their dinners) teniae any efToct to save the ship^ she fil- 
led and sunk* A victualler^ which was alongside of the 
Royal George^ was carried down with ber« The bciats 
of the fleet instantly repaired to assist and save as many, 
as they could of her onfoctunate crew. Captain Wag* 
horn, two lieutenants, and about 300 people, were pick- 
ed up by the boats. £^eaj^-fdipiralKeaipenrelt, several 
of the officers, and upwards of 4^0 souls perished 1 
among whom wer^ many of the wives and children of 
the seamen and marines* See Manners Ckrmick, vol. 1 # 

p. 236, A large snra of money (which did honour to 
the feeUngs pf th^ public) was raised by subscription 
for the relief of the widowsi» children, and relations, of 
those who perished by this fatal accident. Captain 
Wagborn wais tri^ by a oourt*martial« which was held 
on board the Warspite, in Portsmouth harbour, on the 
9th of September, ancj^ honourably aoquilted* 

In the following spring, a very elegant monument was 
erected in the chux^U-yard, at Po^tsea^ to the memory 
of the brave, though unfortttnate» Admiral Kempenfeit, 
and his fellow-suffcrers, who perished in the Royal 
George. On it is engraved the foilowinj^ inscription^ 
ID letters of goId> vizt . 

G 2 

s 

Digitized by Google 



' THB BaiTISH TRID£1ir; 

" Reader, 
With solemn thought: 
Survey ibis grave. 
And reflect 
On the untimely death 
Of Ihy fellow^mortalsi 
And whilst. 
As a Man, a Briton, and a Patriot, 
Thou read'st 
The melancholy narrative^ ^ 
Drop a tear 
For thy country's 
Loss. 

On the twenty-ninth day of 

* ' ^ August, 1782, ' 
His Majesty's ship, the . 
Royal George/ 
Being on the heel at Spithead, 
Overset and sunk : 
By which fatal accident 
A^out nme hundred persons 
Were instantly launched into eternity ; 
' Among whom was that brave and * 
Experienced officer. 
Rear-admiral Kempcnfelt* 
Mine days after 
Many bodies of (h& unfortunate 
Floated 5 

Thirty * five of whom wece interred . 

In one grave. 
Near this monument ; 
Which is erected by the parish of 

JPortsea, 



f 
i 

As a gr^teAil tribute 

To the memory 
Of that great CommaDder, 
And bis fellow -suflferers." 

Upon a gold pedestal. In gold letters, is this epitaph ; 

^* 'Tis not this stone, regretted Chief, thy i^o^e^ 
Thy wortfaj thy merit, shall extend thy fame ; 
BriUiant achievements have thy name imprest 
In bating chancters on Albion's breast/' 

On the 4tb of Septembert Captain TroUppe, in the 
Kainbovr, of 4i gans, fell in with, and captured, off 
Ihe Isle of Bas, La Hebe, French frigate^ of 40guns» 
and 360 men, commanded by de Vigney, who was 
slightly wounded J her second captain and four mea 
inier^ killed, and several wounded. The Rainbow had 
one man killed. The Heb^ was purchased by govern^ 
plenty and added to the navy by the same name. 

On the 1 1th of September Admiral Lord Howe sail- 
ed from Spiihead with a powerful fleet for the relief of 
Gibraltar* A nameroiis fleet sailed at the same time 
for the East and West-Indies. ' 

Xtie Hon. Captain James Luttrell, in the Mediatofj, 
of 44 gans, being oh e cruize 1n the Bay, at seven 
o'clock in the morning oi Dec^ 12, discovered five sail 
pf large vessels fo leeward ; he immediately bore upt 
and gave chace. These vessels, on his approach, short- 
ened sailj andstpod ander their topsails formed In a line pf 
battle ahead, waitmg to receive the Mediator; the 
beadmost was L'Eagene, frigate-built, of 36 guns, and 
19^ qaon, coffunaoded by Mons, Le Capilaine Baudifii 
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M THE BAJTISH XaiDENX; 
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Jaden for the French King, and bound lo Port*au*Prince ; 
she la)r with a French pendant and ensign flying ; next 
to her was an American brig, of 14 guns^ and 70 mcn» 
with American coloari ; next to her a two*decked ship, 
the lengLh of a 64-, armed en flute, calkd the Menagere, 
F^eticb pendant and ensign flying* commanded by 
Mens. De Foligne, Capitaine de Brutot of the Depart- 
ment of Kochfori, mounting on her main-deck 26 long 
twelve-pounders, and four six^pounders on her quarter* 
deck and forecastle, with a complement of 212 men, 
laden with gunpcjwder^ naval stores, and bale goods, for 
the French king's service, at Port-au-Paince ; next to 
her lay the Alexander, of 24< nine-pounders, and 102 
men, with a French pendant and an American ensign " 
iiyingf commanded by a Captain Gregory, who appears 
to have been an Irishman, hw\ bad a Congress com mis* 
&ion, laden with stores, provisions, &c. for the French 
king's use, at Port-au-Prince ; next to her lay the«Daa- 
phin Royal, of 28 guns, and 1 20 men, bound to the East- 
Indies, having a French pendant and ensign %ing. 
Captain Luttrell, not intimidated by their formidable ap« 
pearance, stood resolutely on till ten o'clock, when the 
enemy opened their fire as- be passed along* Ihetr line, 
which was returned from the Mediator with sue!) steadi- 
: nejis and e^ecf, that in haifan hour their hne was brokent 
The three largest of the ships wore*under an easy sail, 
and continued to engage the Mediator with much brisk- 
ness till eleven, when, by a skilful maneeuvre, and supe» 

rior fire, Captain Luttrell cat off the Alexan Icr, and 
compelled her to strike ; her companions instantly went 
off^under a croud of sail before the wpnd» At haltpasi 
twelve, Captain Luttrell, having secured his prize, re« 

newed the chace^ upon which they separated* Al fiv« 

■ • 
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in the evening, he got within gun-shot of the Menagere, 
and commenced a smart running-fight) which conlinaed 
until nine, when, having ranged close up alongside of 
her, she hauled dawn her coloars. The next morning« 
at day-break, the brig and Dauphin Royal were seen in 
the offing ; bat Captain Luttrell, being close in with the 
Spanish coast, and having on boafd 340 prisoaers, with 
only 190 of his own men to guard them, judged it most 
prudent to «t^r for England with his prizes. In this ac« 
lion the Alexander had six raeh killed, and nine wound- 
ed; theManagere four killed, and eight wounded. The 
enemy having directed their fire chiefly at the masti and - 
rigging of the Medialor, not a man was hurt. 

In the night of the t4th. Captain Luttrell was alarm* 
ed by a violent explosion, of which he gives the follow- 
ing account : 

« Captain Stephen Gregory, of the Alexander^ laid a 
plot to occasion the prisoners to rise, and hoped to have 
taken the Mediator from me ; but through the indeiati* 
gable attention of Lieutenant Rankin, of the marines, in 
tlie disposal and regulation of centries, &c. as a guard, 
and the lucky precaution we had taken of ordering the 
gratings of ail the hatches in the lower gun-deck to be 
baUoneddown with capstan^bars, leaving room for only 
one man at a lime to come i>p abaft, where, in ease of 
an alarm, we had* fixed our rendezvous, the desperate 
scheme of Gregory was prevented without bloodshed^ 
ilie prisoners finding no passage where they could get up. 
The alarm he fixed on was, to fire an eighteen pounder 
^ in the gun-room, where he lay, for jhe messed with 
my lieutenants, and bad received every friendly atten- 
tion. At (en at niuht I felt a terrible sbodi from some 
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^xplosion^ and beard a cry of '^firei'' I ;va$ ftoon after 
ififormed^ that Hie lee port was blown away by ihe gun 

into the sea, and the water makii^ in. As soon as I 
bad woce ihip on the other iaci6> to get tbo pori-boio 
covered with tarpaulins, and secured, I went down, 
found tbe gun room on fire, and every thing shattecod 
thai was near the explosion ; Gregory, with his accom* 
plicesj dressed, thoqgb th^y had pretended to go to 
bed ; and in their cot was fbond gon^powder, which 
they had provided to prime the gun wiih; and, in short, 
every proof necessary (or a conviction of Gregory's bav* 
ing fired it f6t an alarm to make the prisoners^ri8e:»He 
had also endeavoured to provide himself with a sword^ 
but being disappointed in his project, be begged bis life* 
A cry of lire forwards was heard among the prisoners 
when the lignal gun was fired ; but all being discovered 
and settled, I ordered Gregory, together with those of 
bis officers and meii« whom 1 suspected concerned in tbe 
plot, to be put ill irons, and kept on bread and water.*' 
Tbe only naval force on the Mediterranean station 
was commanded by Captain Ro^r Curtis, in tbe Briip- 
liant frigate, with two or three sloops of war and some 
gno-boats. 

The siege of Fort St* Phillip, on the island of Mi« 
iK>rca, was carried on with great vigour, and opposed 
on the part of the besieged with unexampled peraevei* 
ance and obstinacy. The enemy^s combined forces 
amounted to 1 6,000 tegular troops^ with lO^pteeesof 
heavy battering cannon, and thirtysix large mortals. 
T'lie garrison, under lieutenant-general Murray, con-^ 
listed of 12692 men, of ail descriptions ; hn the number 
•was included about 200 seamen, under the command 
of Lieotenant Hay^ of tbe Minorca sloop of war^ Capt* 
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3Law80n having some time before died* -This vessel 

Was sunk at the entrance of ihe harbour to prevent the 
approach of the enemy's ships. On ihe 61h of Febru* 
ary, the garrison having been redaccd by the dreadful 
ravages of an inveterate scurvy to not more ihpia 660 
nen fit for duly, and oat of those 560 were actoally 
tainted with the disease, Generai^ Murray was under 
the necessity of sarrenderSng by capitulation, and the 
whole island fell under the dominion of Spain. The 
following extract from the general's public dispatciics 
iimst sufficiently convince oar readers of the heroic va« 
lour and resolution wl^cb were displayed by the brave 
troops of this garrison ; 

• " Such was the uncommon spirit of the King's soldiers, 
that they concealed then: disorders and inability, rather 
than go into the hospital $ several men died on guard,, 
after having stood centry, their fate was not discovered 
till called upon for the relief, . when it came to their turn 
to mount cigain. Perhaps a more noble nor a more trt> 
gical scene was ever exhibited, than thai of the march 
• of the garrison of St. Philip's through the Spanish and 
French armies. It consisted of no more than 600 old 
decrepid soldiers, 200 seamen, 120 of the royal artil> 
lery, twenty Corsicans, and twcnlj-hve Greeks, Turk?, 
Moors, Jews, &c. The two armies were drawn up in 
two lines, the batfahons fronting each other, forming a 
way for us to march through : ihty consisted of 14,000 
men, and reached from the glacis tQ George Town, 
where our battalion laid down their arms, declarir g 
ihey.had surrendered them to God alone, having the 
consolation to' know, the victors could not plume theoi* 
selves in taking an hospital. Such was the distressing 
figuret ofoor.men, ^bat -many of the Spanish and 
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French Iroops are said to baye sh^ tears i^tl^^ pafir^ 
them/' 

The number of killed during the siege a|:poonted iiit 
fifty-oioe ; and of the wounded to 149» 

The King of Spain now expressed so much joy a| 
the reducltpn of the island o/ Minprca, that he apr 
poiol^d the Duo de Crilloo f»pt%if)»gpn^al of 4he Spu-* 
Qish .armies i and Don B. Mori^no, who qommanded 
fte naval expeditiooi was advanced in rank; tfaese offir 
cers were destined to comniand his forces against Gib* 
i:altar» where the Spani$^4^ ^i^d Prench had coUeet^. 
• most poiwerful fleet a^djM'my. Il consisted of up* 
wards of 40,000 land forces, lorty-scven sail of tba 
)iae» besides floating M'teries, frigates^ and otli^r ves* 
sels of war. For the more effectual means of reducing 
Ibis ioftressj the Chevalier JXArwfh a Fienob^ea^iAi^f 
of high repute wnd abilities* made a proposilioa to 
Spanish court to project floating batteries, tibat should 
be -constructed on such a principle that they copid nei^ 
ther be sunk not. set on fire by shot. The first of thes^ 
properties was to be acquired by the extraordinary 
thickness of timber with which (heir keels and batteries 
were to be foctified ; and wbich was to render them 
proof to all danger in that respect, Whether from exter* 
Dal or internal violence. The second danger was to be 
opposed by securing, the sides of the ships wherever 
they were exposed to shot, with a strong wall conoposed 
of timber and cork, a long time soaked in water, and 
Including between a large body of wet sand ; the whole 
being such a thickness and density, that no caunon-baU 
could penetfate wiihio two feet of the inner partition^ 
A constant supply of water was to keep the parts ex- 
posed to the action of fice. aUra^ s . wet i at^d the Qwk 
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wai to act as a sponge tn retaining tte moislare. For ' 
this pitrp09b*t«n large ships, from 600 to 1400 tons bar- , 

den were cut down to the state required by the plan ; 
MdfiOOiOOacnb. ft. of timber. With infinite labonr work* 
«d into their construction. To protect them from bombs^ 
and the men at the batteries from grape, or descending 
■shot, a hanging roof was contrived, which was to be . 
vrorked up and down bjr springs with ease and at pleasure* 
' the rotff was composed of a strong rope*work nettingt 
laid over with a thick covering of wet hides; while its 
aloping position was ealcalated to prevent the sbeils 
from lodging, and to throw them off hito the sea before 
they cbuld lake efiect. To render the fire of these bat* 
teries the' m6re' rapid and instantaneous, the itYgenioui 
projector had contrived a kind of match to be placed, so 
that alf thte gons on the battery were to go off it tho 

same instants 

But as the red hot shot from (he fortress was wfaat 
theehem^y ittost dreaded, the nicest part of this plan 
seems to have been the contrivance for communicating 
inrster m ewety diteetton to resti^in its efiect. Jn' imita* 
tion of the circulation of the blood, a great variety of 
pipes and canarls perforated all the solid workmanship 
in such a manner, that a continued succession of water 
was to be conveyed to every* part of the vessels, a num« 
ber of pnttps being adapted to the purpose of an urh* 
limited supply. By this means it was expected that 
the fed hd^ shot would operate to the i^mredy of its own 
mischief; as the vet*y action of cutting through those 
pipes would procure its immediate'extinciion. So that 
these terrible tnachrnes, teeming with every som'ce of ' 
outward destruction, seemed in themselves invulnera^ 
ble, and entirety $ecare from all danger* 
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7> ' THE saiTisH t&idemt; 

, Qeneral Eliiol having ob«orved that the toemyW ^ 
works were nearly compleled on the land side, and-^i^v 
aoipe of them prelty iar advanced towards the fortress^: 
resolved to try how fata vigorous^ cannonade- and beo^ ^-^ 
bafdmt'iit, vviih red hot balls, carcasses^ and &hell*,i -U* 
might operate to their destruction. 

Inconsequence, the arrangement was very judicious- 
]y made, and completely executed by the artillery othi^ 
ccrs. The fTre having commenced on the 8th Sept* >j 
at seven o'clock in the morning; by ten o'clock theif. ^^ .j 
Mahon battery, consisting of six pieces of ordnance^^ 
and one adjoining of two guns, were set on fire, an<5 
by- five o'clock P.M* were entirely consumed, with gun 
carriages, platforms, and magazines, bomb proof. Part - 
of the communication to the Eastern parallel, and tiie.^.;^ 
trenches and parapet for musquetry in front of the bat* : ;^ 
tery. Were also destroyed* The thirteen-gun battery^ ^ 
next the bay« was w much damaged, being on fire ^ 
in several places, that the enemy were put to the necesf> 
$ity of taking down one half of it. The success not > >>| 
only much exceeded the general's expectation^, buJt' T%j 
had tiie I^appiest effects in other respects, as it provoked 1 
the enemy to open their new mortar batteries, and ttf^\f\ 
commence a fire from their forts and Unes, for which 
they seemed by no means prepared. The enemy's iosa . 
was very considerable, as their endeavours to stop tboh \] 
progress of the liaraes laid them open to ^ very severe / 
and well-directed fire. Notwithstanding the greater 
number of the enemy's shotand shells, the English suP» '^i, 
fered no material loss. ' \ 

The next morning, by day-break, the enemy opened * 
their new §4-gun. battery upon the garrison, with aiji 

Ifaeir mortars, and comintted to fir^ without iotermissifiqi^ ^ 
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Irota tbence» as weU.a!S'firoQi Ifieir lines (their whole ar*' 
Itllery amounted (o about 100 .pte'cet of cannon, and 

sixty mortars) seemingly by way of retalialion^ it being 
the gicneral optnioD. liMsir :pFeparaiiiNis were not soflfct* 
entry dompleat to begin *l>is powerful allaok, whfcb» 
iiowever iormidabi^ 4a appearances had Uttlje or no" 
effect* . . 

Qn the same day the enemy's squadron, consisting 
of seven ^ail of the iine^ S^anishi and tvtro French^ with 
•a large' frigate' and a xebeque, taking (he advantage of 
e Lev^ant wind, got under sail from Ihe Orange-grove, 
and ose of them passing very slowly within random^ 
£hol, fired man^ guns upon the South Baslion and Rag-* 
Iged iStaiTy cohtinuiiig his cannonade: tili he got i>eyond 
Curo'pa. • The'sqikadrdil- then went to the eastward of 
the Rock, and formed into a line (the admiral leadicg)^ 
easne before the batteries of Europa» and under a vary 
slow sail, commenced a lire from ail their guns, until 
the laistafaip had passed* They repeated this manoeuvre 

two d^clbck the following morning, and again in the 
forenoon of the same day. These successive canno- 
nades did not any ways datii^age the works. Some ef 
the leading ship*; came pretty near (he point during this 
£rst attack, but ha\ung been frequently struck by our 
shot, they aQerwards; kept at a greater distance. Two 'of 
the Spanish i^hips went earijjr lhat morning to Algaziras, 
to repair. All the batteries at l^uropa were man)ied 
by the marine brigade (incamped there) with a^maUpro* 
portion of artiilerihts. The guns vvere extc^iely well 
laid and pointed; tiie whole under the immediateeom* 
mand Brigadier Curtis. About five in tlm allcrnnon 
^f the same day, sixteen of the enemy'^ gun-boats came 
4>ver from Aigasrasr formed in a line, and fired ttpm 



ifae'gaifisofi, but were obliged lo retire in lesaibanfatill 

an hour with some loss. - . 

At the same lime seven Spanish ships of the line, and 
ivfo French, with some frigates and small Vessel, got 
under way from the Orange Grove, and passed along 
the moAs imder an eavy saH» discharging theiir- broad* 
sides, until ihey bad past Europa Point and got into the 
Mediterranean* The Spanish admiral then formed his 
sq'iKidron in order of battle, leading himself, and stood 
in to the attack of the batteries on Europa Point. . 
' The small naval force, by the vast superiority -of the 
enemy, had been for some time rendered entirely in- 
active. The seamen were therefore landed and formed 
into a briga^da^ nnder the command of Captain Roger 
Curtis^ of the Brilliant frigate ; General Elliot conferred 
on him Uie ftemiporary rani; of "brigadier ; and entrusted 
the defence of the batteries at Europa Point to his par* 
ticuiar care ; a trust which was so ably discharged by 
himself, and the brave fellows under his command, that 
they soon compelled lite Spanish squadron to retire out 
of reach of their shot* Two of the line of battle ship* 
were so.maeh disabled, that they were under the neces* 
sity of running into Algaziras to repair. The enemy, 
notwithstanding the rough treatment they had received^ 
made repeated attacks on Europa Point, but scarcely 
ever approached near enough for the shot to produce 
much effect For several days they virere observed to 
be extremely busy in making the necessary preparations 
^ for the gcand attack by hmd and sea. It was said that 
no less than 1-200 pieces of heavy ordnance of various 
^inds had b^en accumulated beiore the place. The 
quantity of shot, shells, powder, military stores and 
ptomkun^, were so immeaseaato exceed all credibility* 
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The gunjxiwder alone ameunfed to 85,000 barrels^ 
Above 12»P00 Frencii troops re-inforced the already 
enormoos army. The Coaot D'Ailoia, Due de Bouiv 
bon, and many others of the most distinguished noblHty 
france w^e assembled in the allied camp, io order 
to partake in the glory which was expected to he derive 
ed from so illustrious an. enterprise as ihe reduction of 
thU foctresa. Besides the eombiiied, fleei» fiofty gon*, 
boats with, heavy cannon, as many bomb vessels, wilk 
each a lwelve-iiich mortar, and five large bomb ketches 
on the usual constnictioa» were destined to second the 
powerful etTorts of the battering ships ; 300 large boats 
were coHeeted from every ^ct of Spain, which were 
to bo Employed in landing the troops so soon as a bieack 
abonld be made. 

At eight o'ckdbon tfae morning of the lStb of Sep* 
iember, the battering ships lying at Ihe head of the bay, 
under the command of Rear-admiral Don Moreno, were 
- observed to be getting luider sail, and proceeded to the 
attaciL of the garrison* At ten o'clock the admiral hav« 
tftiben his station open the capital of the King's bas* 
lion, the other ships extended themselves at moderate 
ciistaoces from the Old to the New Mole, in a line pa* 
nltel with the rock, at the distance of about 1 GOO yards, ' 
Sind immediately commenced a heavy cannonade^ .sup- 
sported by tlie cannon and mortals -front the* enemy's 
lines. The garrison al the same time opened a tremens • 
dous fire ; the red hot shot were thrown yvkb such pre-^ 
jcisioD, that about two o'clock in- the aftefnoon. tlie 
smoke was seen to issue from the admiral, and anotiier 
abip : and men were perceived pburing water into the ' 
holeff, endeavouring to extinguish the fire. Their efforts 
proved ine&:ctti^^ by one o'clock m Ihe^ mornings those 
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two ships were in flame!«> and seven more itfiok fire tn 

auccession. Evident marks of confasioii appeared 
among them; and repealed ^signals of distress were 
made by throwing up rockets. The launches^ fe* 
luccas, and boats of their fleet were observed to be 
taking the men oat of ihe burning ships, rt being impose 
Sible to remove ihea^. Captain Curtis availed himself 
of this favourable opportunity to employ his gun boats^ 
-with wbieb he advanced* and dn^ them up so as to 
fiank the enemy's battering ships, while they were ex* 
(remely annoyed by an incessant, heavy, and well-di<* 
mrted fire fsom the garrison. The Spanish boats wer« 
80 assailed by showers of shot and shells, that ihey dared 
BO longer to approach, aiid wene cempelted to abandon 
ftieir ships and friends to (he flames, or to the mercy of 
Uidr enemy. Several of the enemy's boats were sunk 
before they submitted to this necessity in one of thes# 
were fouiscojc men, who were a!i (irowned excepting 
an ofiicer and twelve of thern^ who floated on tha wreck 
under the walls, and were takeo up by the garrison. 
Ai day-light two Spanish feluccas, which had not 
escaped^ submitted upon a shot being. fired from a gun 
boat, which killed sorv.c of their meu. Not^hinuj can 
exceed the horrors ol the scene which now appeared {' 
numbers of .men- were seen in the midst of the flames* 
imploring relief^ oliiers floating on pieces o^ limber; 
even those on board the ships where the fire had made 
but litilo progress, expressed the deepest distress and 
despair* and were equally urgent in solid (log assistance^ 
The number saved amounted to thirte^ ofiicerst and 
344 men, twenty-nine of whom were wouiuied, and 
taken from among the slain in the.holds of the ships» 
Upon a moderate csliiuate it is supposed that the Spani* 



ards lost in their allack by sea not less ^han 1500 men. 
The intrepidity^ conduct^ and generous bumanity of 
Captain Cuctb, and the brigade* rofled on 

them immortal honour;, exposed to the mosl imminent 
danger* they eagerly boarded the bur ning sbipi to re»» 
cue frofii« inevitable destruction the enemy to whom 
they not long before bad been opposed. While engaged 
in this gtorioos service, one of the largest of the ships 
blew up, spreading its wreck to a vast extent, by whicti 
•oar of the EogJisbgiiabiMHLs wM^ak^andaiiatiler con* 
siderably damaged* A piece- of the faMiiig limbei 
struck a hole through the bottom of the barge in which 
wasGaptam Cttrtt»; hrSCOSBmaki tMM«kfUed^ andlwe 
of liie crew wounded; the rest were saved irom perish** 
ing by Ihe-aeamen stnftng their jackeit> into the hole^ 
which kept bet afloat until relieved by other boats. 
Nine oi these battering ships were burnt 5 the tenth 
shared the same fate* - ar it was found inrpracKcabie to 
bring her off. Admiral Don Moreno leil his flag flying* 
and it was consumed whh the ship; The loss sustained' 
by the brigade of seamen was oniy^ me killed and five 
wounded ; that of (he garrison from the 9tfi of August, 
to the 17 th of October. amoont!ed to sixty-five kilted^ ' 
and 400 wounded. 

m m 

State of the etimhtnt^fsrct cf the enemy in the Bay of GiiraU 
tar at tie time ^ the attack qf tie ten battering ships 
mttic iSikef 'S^emier, 1782; 

Spanish ships 6f fbree decks .... 2 
Of the line ... ./^^i^^.S^i J 
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* 

French ships of three decks. S 

Of the line : > 

Spanish ships from dO lo 60 gons • * » • % 

Floating battery... 1 

Bomb ketches 5 

Bati^ring^sbips 10 



6S 



Besides frigates, zebecks, a great number of gun and 
nortar jboaCs, and other smaller cruisers. 

A list ^ thi Sjianish batienng , ihijis burnt before Giivaltar 

9» tic 1 ^ ^mber^ 1782. 



St^ipSi 


Guns. 


Guns, 




ia n$e. 


in reserve. 


Fastore, Admiral Moreno 


. 21 


10 


Paula, Prima, Prince Nassau 


21 


• 10 




. 2i 






. 19 


la > 




, la 


10 




. 11 






. a 


4 




. ft 


4 - 




. 7 


4 


Los Dolores^*. 

• 


. a 


4 






.. .to 


_ • . 4 


7a 





T^Ul of Guas..»»m»2i2 



» • 



Oa^ ASGIST£& OJT KATi^L ACTIONS* 7#. 

The proporticm of men on board of them- was thif tjr* 

six for each of the guns in use, exclusive of officers and 
marines (or working tbe^hips* «. 

On the roth of October, during night, the combined 
fleets suffered material damage in a violent storm from 
the S. W* a ship of the line and a frigate were driven 
ashore near the Orange Grove ; two others were f(jrced 
from their anchors, and ran to the eastward oi the rock: 
a French ship of the line lost her fore-mast and bow- 
sprit ; and many others were driven over towards the 
garrison. The St. MicbaeU a fine ship of 72 guns, and 
650 men, commanded by Don Juan Moreno, a Chef 
I>'£scadrc# was driven close under the works, and after 
a few shot being fired at her, she strack ; the confasion 
on board her was so great, that she took the ground, < 
and remained in that situation for three or fonr days^ 
when, by the active exertions of Captain Curtis and 
his men, she was got off with no other damage than 
the loss of her mizenpmast» notwithstaading the enemy 
kept up an incessant iire upon her from the batteries, 
by which a few lives-were lost. 

On the 1 1th, the approach of the British fleet, under 
Lord Howe, was indicfited to (he garrison by the sig« 
Hals which were made on board the enemy's ships ; and 
it was fully confirmed in the afternoon by the arrival^of 
the Latona frigate in the Bay ; and on the same even* 
ing the fleet appeared off* Ahhoagh a frvoorable opi* 
portnnity offered for the transports to reach their des« - 
lined anchorage without molestation from the enemj^'n 
, through the inattention of the masters to their Instruc- 
tions, only four out of thirtymne efiected their purpose^ 
The wind bbwing stGong fcom the W.N.W* tbosreil ^ 
were driven past the Bay into the Mediterranean. On 
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the evening of (be l^tin tbe enemy's fleet pot to sea from 
AIga2iras» and stood to tfae eastward^ mikes in the hope 
of joining Ihetr own ships^ or intc^jrcepling (he slore^ 
skips. Aboiil kttn;*set ihey inrere dtscovered Bri- 
tish fleet then ofT FuDgcrolIe, bearing cl4)wn on (hem in- ' 
order of battle. Lord .Howe, on tJb& fif&l notice o£ 
Ihctr appfoaebi had formed line, smdr bidei^ ike 
sloreships under tl^e protection of the Buflalo; Ainiiw* 
o'clock the enemy timled to the wiod^ acid was obaeev^d 
the next morning close in shore. The wind at this time* 
having shifiteid to the ea8tward> ^vi^ Lord Howe a» 
epportaniiy of passing mA of the Iramtpeata thai wer6 . 
with him into the Bay^ By the tSth the vessels undec 
eonvojr id the Ba&lo t^^ined the fleeti and W4xeaenk 

. info CMirahac* The gatthnn Mmng^ now rdte vedw Lord 
Howe availed himseii o£ the: easlerljr jin/ind to fepass^ 
she Stsaits*. At day^^bveak on the mocniag- of the h9lih^ 
the combined fleets were seen at some cii stance in the 

. N.E. Beir^ tfaea belwem Coula. aod- Europa Poinli(«i 
and aol suffident vooni. tofaim in oirder of battle. Lord! 
Howe pursued his course,, followed bj tbe enamjip 
imtik he get clear oS She Slraiia': the iiextmioiaKng' ihe 
windliad shifted to the northward, wbidi still gave the 
raetfly the advantage of ihe wiiid» TheBf itash. fleet< 
formed m order of battle te leewmd to 
It sun*iel before the enemy began to cannonade 
Ihe Britnbt van end near, which centioiied entil tenr ai 
nighty but at siTch a con aiderabte distance as to produce 
little eiTect ; the fire em oecasionally ietemed- kom 

'^'Mibse ships whose shot nugbt reeckloaHike any imprts^ 
sion. The enemy soon after hauled to the wind, and. 

imeieeA Ihe neail dey^stasuiisg off te»llieN«Wr The 
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loss sustained by the British £eei amounted to six(y*(^gfa| 
kilted, and 208 wounded* 

The ships which had suffered the most material u^i- 
mag^ in the action having been replied. Lord Hoive 
detachjed Rear-admiral Sir Richard Hughe<:, with eighl 
tail of the hne^ to the West Indies « and procet:ded 
with the remainder to England, excepting six saiU 
which were left to cruize off" Ireland^ under Vice-ed* 
miral Milbank. On the i^th of Nove(nber> hislord- 
ship anchored at Spithead. * * 

His Majesty's squadron in North America was novr 
' commanded by 4Rear«admiral Digby^ wbo«e cfui2era 
were in general very soccessful ; many of the enemy'f 
privateers were taken^ some distinguished actions 
fought, and by their activity rendeced the greatest pro* 
tection to our convoys. ' ♦ 

In ibe month ot May> a most dangerous conipiracy 
was formed on board the Narcissus, of 20 guns, com- 
manded by Captain Edwards, when on her passage t<^ 
North America* A seaman by t,be name of Wood^ and 
fifty othera, had agreed to rise in the night, murder all 
the officers^ and after possessing themsdves oi the ship, 
to carry her into, an enemy's port. Their diabolical 
plan wa<? fortunately discoverLHi at ihe luoniL-nL it was . 
about io be carried mto execution, by a quarter-master^ 
who, bearing a confused and muttering noise under his 
hammock at a late hour in the night, suspected souie-* 
thing wrong was gaing forward, and immediately arose 
and acquainted the officer of the watch with his suspi- 
cions* The hands were unexpectedly turned up, to . 
the surprise and disappointment of the mutineers, who» 
were all seized and properly secured. Upon Captain 
JEdwards* arrival at New; York, they were tried by ^ 
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coorl-mariial ; two of the number turned king'a ev£> 
dencei the charges were proved onihe eiearesicoimc^ 
lion. Wood, the ringleader, and six of llif principal 
associates, were sentenced tp be banged, the f:r4t ia 
^ ehurins : 4be sentence was executed with the greatest 
solemnily. The remainder of the maiineers were se- 
verely 4ogged» and^distribttted among the sbips of Ibe 
squadron. ' ' • ^ 

On the 3 1st of May, M« de Vaudrieul, previous to 
bis quitting Cape Francois, dispatched M. de la Perous« 
with a small squadron, viz. Sceptre, of 74 guns, Astre,^ 
3^ guns, and L'£ngageante, ditto $ havings on board 
about 300 troops, on an expeditiotii to reduce the Brtl» 
ish possessions in Hudson's Bay. On ihe i7tb of Jul/j. 
M. de la Perouse entered the Straits ; and after encooi^ 

tering* many dangers and difficulties, without the assis* 
Idflce of proper pilots-or ctiarts^ effected in a great mea* 
sure the oby^ct' bf bis esipeditton ; bol being apprehend * 
sive of the danger of his situation^ he^ on the aiat of 
AugQStj quitted the Slraits, and prooeeded\,to Europeu 
The damage which the Hudson's Bay company sastas»- 
ed was estimated at 500,0001. sterling. T%ira o£ their 
•bfps and a sloop fortunatety made their escape* 

On the 29lh of July, Captain Elliott Salter^ in the 
SaDta Margaritta, of 32 guns, and 220 men^ being-oii 
B cruise off Cape Henry, at day-light saw and gave 
chace lo a strange sail> which he suqq perceived from 
ber mancBUvres^ to be a French frigate* Just ai this 
time eight sail of large ships were discovered bearing 
down under a crowd of sail;, two of then^ had ap^ 
proached very near the JMfafgarilta, upon which Capt, • 
Salter wore, and made sail from them, i he frigate 
contmued to chace tbem till thcee in the afiemora^ 
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"!l¥heti she tacked. The olher ships bein^ out of sight 
Cnmi the MargariUa's mastrhead* the officers and sh^p'j 
cdmpany expneiaedm eager derive to^brlng the frigate 
to action : Captain Salter compIiecT^with their wishes^ 
(Acfced, and stood afidr her. In a quarter of an hotar 
she lacked, and «lood towards the Margaritta. At five 
o^ciock they passed witiiin a cable's length ot each oUier: « 
the enemy tltscbarged her broadside^ and instantly wore; 
Captain Salter reserved his fire till slie was in the act oF 
<wearing, when he poured it in wilh sach effect as to do 
her con siderabfe damage. The ships then closed, and 
. commeiiced^iAvarm actk>n« which was maintained with 
peat <fl>stinacy for an hour and a quarter^ when she 
struck^ and .proved to be J-'Amazone, of 36 guns, and 
^01 men, commanded by the Vicomte de Aaootguite^ 
who, with about W ^ his crew were killed, and 80 
wounded. The Santa Macgaritta had five men killed^ 
and 17 wounded ; among the former was Mr. Dalrjrm- 
pie, midshipman^a pioriiisiug joung officer. Soon alter 
the action the enemy's main and mizen^masts fell over- 
board; and the erippled <<ondition of the Margaritta, 
with only one boat fit to Iioist out for the exchange of 
prisoners, created so much delay» that it was late before 
she was in a situation to make sail with the prize in tow. 
At dawn of day the French fleet was discovered in pur- 
suit of the Margarilta, tmder a croud of sail. Captain 
Salter finding it impossible to save his prize, or io shift 
the prisoners in time to desttroy her, was obliged to cut 
the liavvser, and set her adrift; she was soon after t©^ 
taken by the enemy. < 

On the 2d of -September Captainf John Child Purvis^, 
in the Duke de Chartres, of i6 guns, and 125%nTenr, 
came up witb^ and captured^ after a . smart action, which 
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lasted ah boar, French frigate^ L'Aigle» of QQ 

and 13d men, of whom 12 were killed, wiih iheir com- 
iBander, and AS wounded. The Duk&de Chartres had 
Aot a man hart. 

On the U th the honourable Captain George Keitk 
£lphinstODe, in the Warwick, of 5(1 guoi, in company 
"ivith the Lion, of .64 guns. Captain Fowkes, and two 
iri|raies, the Vestal, of 2b guns. Captain Fox, and Bun- 
iiette, of-l 4 gum. Captain Keates, being on a croiro off 
the Delaware, alter a chace of several hours, qame up 
ivith and captured a large French frigate> bamed 
L*Aigle, of 4-0 guns, 24 pounders on tTie matn-deckt 
and .600 men, commanded by the Count de la Tonche, 
ytho made his escape on shore, wiih the Baron Viomi- 
x)\\, commander in chief of the French army in America, 
M, de la Montni.orency, Due de l«attsan| Vicomte de 
Fleury, and some other officers of rank ; they took in 
the boat with them the greatest part of the treasure 
vrhi^ch was on board the irigate; Iwo smaif casks, and 
two boxes, however, fell into the hands of the captor??. 
Xia doire, French frigate, which was in company with 
X'Aigle, from drawing less water, made^her escape* 

' La Sophie, armed merchantman, of 22 guns, and 10^ 
men, was taken, and two brigs destroyed. The enemy 
had captured the Racoon brig, Captain Nagle, whose 
crew was iuund on board the French frigate. L'Aigle 
was purchased by government, and added to the navy. 

. On the 17 th of December, Charlestown, in South Ca- 
rolina, was evacuated by the British troops^ who were 
embarked on board of transports, escorted by the Assur* 
ance and Charlesto^n frigates, the Hound and Vulture 
sloops of wan 

' Oil Llie 23d, Captain Thomas Lenox Frederick, in 

8 
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•tbe Diomede> of 44 guns, in company i/vith the Astrea 

aiic! Quebec, of 52 guns each, commanded by iIjc Cap- 
tains Squires and Mason beiog on a cruize off the Dela- 
ware, fell in with, and, aftera running-fight of two hours 
and a lialf^ gaptured the South Carolina^ American fri- 
gate» of 40 gan5, 28 of which were 42~pounders on the 
main-deck, and 12 Iwelve-pounders oh the (juarler-deck 
and forecastle^ with a complement of ^50 mm, com* ^ 
manded by Captain Joiner. This frigate was built in 
Holland for the Americans : her length of keel was 160 
feet. ' 

The Blonde frigate, of 32 guns, commanded by Cap- 
tain Thornboroughj steering for Halifax, with ^iMg^ 
ship laden with roasts for the French fleet in tow, which' 
she had captured, struck on a sunken rocii^and was to* 
taHy lost ; the pri2se escaped the danger, and arrived at 
Halifax. Captain Thornborough and his crew con- 
structed a raft, by which means they got to a barren 
and uninhabited island, where tlicj continued for two 
days in the utmost distress ; provideniially two Ameri- 
can cruizers came in sight, and relieved (hem from their 
perilous situation. For the generous and humane treat- 
ment ^which Captain Thornborough -had shewn to his 
prisoners, the An.crlcans, as a reiurn, landed him and 
his people near New York, 

Rear-admiral Sir Samuel Hood remained in Carlisle 
Bay, Barbadoes, with his fleet moored in order of battle, 
in daily expectation of a visit from the French, whom he 
learned had sailed from Mar Unique in great force, for 
be attack of that island. On the 14tl) of January the 
admiral received intelligence that the Comte de Grasse^ 
alter beating to windward for some days, without being 
able to gftin ground from ibe strength *of the windst had 
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relinqoished his plan, tnd bore away for Chrisfci- 
pher'a. On his arrival at that island, the Marquis de 
Boullie landed with 8000 U oops, and took {possession of 

• the grfealer part of the island. General Iraser, with his 
small army of 600 men, were obliged ia retire into the 
iferl at Brimstone-4iilL Sir Samnel Hood, notwithstand- 
ing the superiority of the enemy, resolved, by a sudden 
and unusual bold stroke, to sail and attack tl>e enemy'a 
fieel at anchor. Tor this purpose he put to sea from 
Carlisle Bay with 22 sajl of the line, and proceeded la 
Antigua, where be look on board some provisions, with 
tbe^&th, and two companies of the 13th regiments of 
/eot, under the command of General Prescot* On the 
evening of Ihe 23d the rear-admiral sailed from St, 
John's Road, and stood under an easy sail for Basse 
Terre, preceded by the Convert and Lizard frigates* 
At the break of day the signal was made to form tlic 
line battle, ibr the purpose of bearing down the 
more effectually to attack the enemy, jwho was at an* 
chor in the road. Unfortunately the Alfred ran foul pf 
"the Nymph frigate in Lhe night, and received so much 
damage, that it becanie necessary for the fleet to lye by 

^ the whole day to repair h. The Nymph was in a much 
worse condition, being almost cut in two; she was or- 
dered to return to Antigua. The advanced frigates 
chaced and captured the Espion, a large French cutter, 
laden with shells and ordnance stores fur the besieging 
army.— The delay occasioned by the above aopident, 
gave the French admiral timely notice of the approach 
of the .British fleet. The Comte de Grasse instantly 
got under weigh and stood to sea, thinking thereby to 
secure all the advantages whickiiis superiority iii.Qum« 
|bers wooM give htm* 
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On Uie 25ib« at day-light, the enemy's fleet was ob» 

served about three leagues to leeward, formed in order 
ol baltle, consisting oi 33 sail of ibe line, (29 of which 
were two*<iecked ships). Sir Siamael Hood instantly 
perceived the great advantages to be derived from this 
fDoveineht,. and carried on every appearance of. an im« 
mediate and determined attack, which drove the enemy 
iariher to leeward, and tit a greater distance from the 

' shore r by this Excellent and well-judged roanofuvre^ 
the British admiral pushed for Basse Terrc, and in the 
evening anchored his fleet in line of battle ahead in Frt«« 
gat^ Bay. The Comie de Grasse, disappointed in 
his object, and apprehensive that all communication 

-might be cnt off from the army, made a most furious at- 
tack upon the rear of ihe British iieet, commanded by 
Commodore Aliieek ; biM that gallant officer made so* 

noble a defence, and was so al^ly supported by his se* 
conds^ the honourable Captain CornwalliSt in^the Caria« 
da, and Lord Robert Manners^ in the-Resolution, (who 
kept up an incessant fire, covering the ether ships of iba 
diVktoo while they brought up in their stations, partica- 
lariy the Prudent, whose wheel was shot away, and the 
rudder choaked by a shot which had lodged between it 
and the stern post) that the enemy finding they could not 
make any impression on the resolute firmness of the Bri-> 
tisfa commanders^ bore up and stood to sea.. The Sole* 
bay frigate, of 2b guiis. Captain Charles Holmes Eve- 
rett, being closely pursued by a French ship of the ltne» 
ran ashore Qja Nevi'j Point, Th*e French admiral order* 
ed two frigates in to attack her, upon which Captain 
£vere( retired with his crew ashore, aii4 ^fe to the 
ship j she soon after blew up. 

I 2 . 
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The next morning, at eight o'clock, the Fretfch fleet 
stood in, as if determined to force llie British line, which 
-they attacked with great violence from van to rear, wilh- 
eut making the least visible impression on rt ; they then 
v^ oTQ and stood to sea. Sir Samuel Hood, havin^ ob- 
served that the rear of his fleet was too much exposed^ 
took this opportunity to change their posiiion, and di- 
rected tlie seven sl ips in hi-; rear to extend Ihemseives 
tn a line towards the town of Basse Terre, forming an 
obtuse angle, by which means no one part of the fleet 
could suffer a partial attack. The Qomte de Grasse, 
not yet discouraged, renewed the engagement in the af- 
ternoon, directing his attack principally against theceiH 
ter and rear divisions; he was n^uin repulsed, "and suP. 
fered more material damage tlian in the preceding bat- 
•tle. The Ville de Paris w&s seen the next imorning upon 
a heel for several hours, repairing and }>'ugging up the 
shot-holes which she had received between wind an/l 
■\pater. . The loss on board the French ships must have . 
< been considerable; it is said above 1000 wounded men 
Were sent to St« Eustatius. The British had 72 men 
killed, including officers, and 244- wounded, including 
6 officers. 

On the 2Sth, General Prescot, ^'ith pari of the ISth 

regiment, the whole of the 28lh and 69th, were landed 
under cover of four frigates, viz.— • 

Fortunee, of 40 guns. Capt. H. C. Cluislian. 
Triton, 28 

Pegasus, dittor John Stanhope, and 

Eurydice, ditto. George Wilson. 

After a smart skirmish with a detacl.ment of French 

troops, which were beaten, and-pbliged with uiuch loss 
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to retreat into Basse Terre, ibe general look po#i upon 
a (rommanding hill. About 40 of our troops were kiU 
led and wounded in this contlict. The ioilowing mora* 
ing the Mar^quis de BooUie arrived with 4000 troopi 
from Sandy Point ; but finding Geiieral Prescot's si^oa* 
tion to be too strong to vettture an attacks be retired 
with his troops to tlie siege of 6rimstone-hiII. As no 
object could be gained by General Prescot reroaioing on 
shore, he on the same evening reembarked* Soon after 
the arrival of the fleet, an oiiicer was conveyed to Brim- 
aione-bilU and returned in safety : by tbis means signab 
were established between Brigadler^general Frascr and 
the admiral. The vigilance of the enemy cut off all 
fiirther commonicatton $ many attemps were however 
made to threw succours into the garrison, all of which 
proved inefTectual. Captain Curgenven, of Ibe navy« 
and Captain Bourne^ of the marines, with. some others, 
in attempting to convey, loiters of messages to the gene* ' 
ral, were* detected and taken prisoners. The enemy 
prosecuted tlie sif^ge with unabating vigour until the 
1 9th of February, when a praoticable breach Was made- 
in the works. The general and governor having given* 
Up all hope of succour, in order to save the further ef- 
fusion of blood, which must have been the consequence 
of an assaalt, and the brav^ garrison being reduced to . 
not more than ^QO-men fitforduty, they em^iraced the 
proposals of a capttuiation made by the Marquis de 
fionllie; who, on the same day, made the surrend^of 
Brim?tor>e-hiH, known to the admiral by a flag of truce, 
which had been previously agreed upon* During the 
siege Captains Inglefleld and Knight were at diflferent 
times sent with flags of truce to the Marquis dcBoulite^, 
end Iho Comte de Orassa 
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On tfie 14-th,- in the morning, the French fleet, wlilcli 
lu^d eilher kepi the sea, or at tiroes anchored in Old 
Road, stood in, and anchored off Nevis, their force con« 
sisting ot' ^4* sai^ of the line, having- been joined by the 
•Triorophante^ Brave^ and three other ships of the 
line. 

$ir Samuel Hood> perceiving it no longer oecessacjr 
for the British fleet to continue in its present sit aation» , 
vt'hich was useless and dangerous, not onl)' from the 
pertority of tbe-6nemy*s fleet, but that they were prce' 
paring to erect gun and mortar- batteries on a command- 
ing hiii opposite the shipping, accordingly issued ordei^s 
to the captains of the fleet to slip or cut their cables 
without signal at eleven o'clock at uight> the stermnqst 
and leew«rdmost ships firsts and so. on in succession, 
and to proceed under an easy sail until directed other- 
wise by signal. That ibis order might be punctiially 
obuyec], the captains were directed to set their vvatchss 
by the adinirars time«pi#ce. This was performed with 
she utmost oider and regularity, without being molested 
or pursued by the French fleet, which was Jying withia 
five miles,, and must have witnessed this excellent ma« 

liceuvit: of tiie British admiral. Soon after the islands 

of Nevis and Moutserial ieil into the possession of tba 
Trench. 

Sir Samuel Ilood anchored in St. John^s Road, AnU« 
(aa, febcuary 19; and ot Hie same day Sir Geoi:ge 
* Kodney arrived at Barbadoes from England with seve- 
ral sail of. tha line on the 25ih be joined. Sir Samuel 
Hood off Antigua ; and three days aftes three 'more. sail 
(Of tiie line arrived from England. The fleet being thus 
vttnited, the adoniral proceeded to St. Lucia for the ships. 
lA iGtii and to. complete tb^ac watec. Qn the i4ilb.o£ 
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March he put to sea from thence to cruize, and endea* 
vour to intercept a large French convoy, which was ex* 
pected to arrive iVom Europe ; but nolvviths(andii)g the 
.vigilance of the frigates^ which were stationed to look 
out for il, the enemy hod the address to keep close un-< 
der Guadaloupe and Dominique^ by which uieans ihey 
' effected their escape into Fort Royal Bay on the 20th 
and 2ljiij unperceived by any of our ships. When Sir 
George Rodney was inforoied of this uaiucky event, he 
returned to St. Lucia in t)rder to refit^ and watch the 
motions of -the enemy. 

The Comte de Grasse was net less active in his en« 
deavours to equip bis fleet, in order to proceed tolee« 
.ward, and form a junction with the- Spaniards, for the 
purpose of executing th«ir grand object* the reduction i)f 
the island of Jamaica. 

On the 8th of April, at day-light. Captain Byron, in 
ibe Andromache frigate, communicated to the admiral 
by signal, 'that the enemy's fleet, with a large convo}', 
were seen coming out of Fort Royal Bay, and standing 
to the N. W. Sir George Rodney imtantly made th^ 
signal to weigh, and by noon the whole fleet was clear 
of Gros-isiet Bay. ,The admiral stretched over to Fort 
Royal, and finding none of the French ships ther^, or at 
St, Pierre's, he made the signal for a general chace. In 
the night the enemy's lights were distinctly seen ; and at 
, day-light, on the morning of the 9lh, soa*e of the advance 
ships were close up with their convoy under Dominigoe ; 
their ships of war appeared forifting the line of battle to 
windward, and standing over towards Guadaloupe. Sir 
George Rodney bad early in the morning made the sig- 
, nal to prepare for battle, and to form the line ; but Ihe 

fcet bei0|^ becalmed under ibe high lands of Pooumqaei 
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the ships were unable la gel into their staiion* As soom^ 
m% the breeze reached the van division, commanded by; 
Sir Samut;! Hood, he stood on, and dosed with the ene* 
my*s centre. At nine o'clock the action commeqped*. 
and was mainUiued with determined bravery for up- 
wards of an hour by this division ; the Bdrileur having 
generally three ships firing upon her at once. At length 
the leading ships of the centre gpt the breeze, and were- 
mabled to come op- to* the a^istance of the van ; tlieae 
were soon after followed by the Formidable, Duke, and 
Namur, who made and supported a most tremendous- 
-fire. The gallantry displayed by a French captain of a 
74 gun ship, in the rear, who^ when opposite to Prince 
Rupert's Bay, backed bismain-top sail, steadily leceived, 
and bravely returned, the fire of these three ships in suc*-> 
cession, without in the least flinching from hi$<8tatiofi, 
•excited the highest applause and admiration of his ene* 
miea* The Comte de G^asse, observing the rear of ihe 
British fleet coming fastnp, and having the advantage of 
4iie wind, made sail and withdrew out of reach of shot. 
Notwithsfmding this unequal conflict tlie enersy sttflfe^«» 
^d so much, that two of their line of battle ships were 
under the necessity of quilting the ^teet a. and pot into. 
Guadaloupe. On «ur side the Royal Oak, Montague, 
and Alfred,, were the ships most materiaUy injured, and. 
those not so maofa to prevent their being repaired at* 
aea. A, few gallant officers fell,, as ^ill hereaiier ap> 
peer. 

The necessacy repairs of the fleet were not completed 
before the 1 lib ; during this time the enemy, by carry* 

ing a greater quantity of sail, had gained so far to wirid- 
ward as to weather the Saintes, and were nearly bulU 

ftawn. AU-faope of being, able to come up wi& tbeia^ 



Digitized by Google 



9R, ftEOISTER OF NAVAL ACTIOITS* 9i 

SdemeH now at an end. In this critical state of thlng<?9 
so highly interesting on both sides, two Jbrcnch ships i ( 
the line which had received damage in the late action, 
were perceived about noon consideiably to leeward of 
their fleet, with the top-masts struck. The signal was 
instantly njade for a general chace. It then blowing a 
fresh and steady gale, Ibe i^gamemnpn, and some others 
of the headmost ships, would have cut theni off before 
the evening, had not the signals which they made for' 
tetstaoce, induced the Comte de Crasse to bear down 
to their relief. This brought the enemy so tar to lee- 
ward, that the hope of forcing them to battle was again 
fevtved. Sir George Rodney recalled the ships in 
.chace, formed a close hne oi battle, and carried sail to 
windward ail night. At dawn of day on the 12th, a 
French ship of the line, the Zele, of 74 guns, much 
disabiedt «and towejd by a frigate^ was observed to lee* 
ward. The Comte de Grasse seeing that she must be 
inevitably taken by the British ships which were order* 
to chace, bore up with his whole fleet forherpro* 
tection. It was now impossible to avoid an engage* ' 
tnent. The ships in chace were ordered to their stations, 
and a close line ahead formed on the starboard lack ; 
the enemy being on the larboard. At half past seven 
Rear-admiral Drake^s division which led, commenced 
the action, and it soon became general from van to rear. 
Toward.^ noon the wind shifted soas'to admit the center 
of our fluel to fetch to windward of the enemy ; Capt. 
Gardner, in the Duke, bravely attempted to force ibe 
enemy's line, but unfortunately her main-top-mast fall* 
ing over the side, disappointed him in this noble at- 
tempt, and she dropped io leeward. Sir George Rod* 
ney, in ihe^ormldablo^ supported by the Nauiur and 
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Canada, was most successful having 'broke throc^^ 
their line about three ships from theVille cic Paris, hm^[ 
was soon fo.lowed by ajl those in his rear; he immcxii^' 
ately wore, and doubled upon .the .enemy, keeping up 
a tremendous and incessant Are. .By this bold nia^'f^^ 
Muvfe the French . Khe was broken and thrown ii}t#[^ 
<he utmojii confusion ; their van bore awny, and endeaH 
voured to re*forai to leeward ; but they were* so hardljl 
pressed by the Briiish ships, that they were -wevefraW^ 
to accomplish it. Sir Samuel Ilood's division^' whicift- Ji 
bad been becalmed the greater part of . I lie foreriQovv * 
i>ovv came up and made the victory complete. * 

The Glorieux, cmnmanded by the Viscomte I>'£8^ 
ear^ made a most gallant defence ; her masts and bc>w^ ^ 
tprit w ere shot by the board ; neither did he strike uniiC 
etitirely4ibandoned by h)s friends*. Her brave commftm^^ :^ 
der fell in the^ciion. de Marigny, rn the Caesaiv *^ 
displayed equal braveryt basing sustained the fire 
several of the British ships, and almost a wreck ; he ^ 
was close and vigorously attacked by 4be Cei>taur^ but ^ 
bis courage was inflexible f heis said |6 'have onlered ^ 
the colours to be nailed to the mast ^ at lengtl^ bein|p \} 
anortally weuisded^ and three other 9hipa«bmiag.tip^ --^ 

de Marigny surrendered hi^ship and life at the same- 
instaoti . The Caesar had no sooner struck, than bee 'jm 
mans fell over the side. The Ardent was in the mtd^ « 

• 

of our fleets and struck to the Beltiqueux. The Hec« 
tcr^ of seventy^four gunsi after a feeble lesist^ncai 
struck to the Canada- Captain Cornwallis left 
bis prise to be tak^n possession of by the Aleideg 

and made sail after the French admiral in the Ville defr" 

Faris^ who^ together wiill his seconds, were eodeavoiW' 
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lug to rejoin l^s %ing and scattered ships* The well- 
directed fire from the Canada annoyed the French ad- 
*miral so much^ particularly in his rigging and sails^ 
and some other ships fnst approaching, made it impos- 
sible for him to escape ; but the Corate de Grasse, al- 
though cut to pieces, seemed determined to sink rather 
than yield to any thing under a flag. At length Sir Sa- 
sAuel Hood came ap in the Barfleur, and poured in a 
tfeAiendous and destructive fire ; the Comte de Grasse 
maintained the action with heroic bravery for a quarter 
of an hoQr> engaging on botbsidesy when finding it in vain 
any longer to resist, and, also deserted by his seconds, 
bis flag came down with the sun.. The enemy'-s fleet 
continued going off before the wind in small detached 
squac^ons and single sbips^ with ail the saii they cojild" 
croud, closely pursuedbyth^ British ships, which were 
consequently much dispersed. Upon the surrender of 
the French admiral, and the night beginning to shut in^ 
Sir George Rodney made live signal to bring to, in ordef 
to collect fleet, and secure the prices. Commodore 
Affleck, i#the Bedford, with some oth^r ships which 
were at a consMerable distance ahead, not observing 
the admiral's sIgnaJ, parted comp2ftiy« and contimied 

the chace, keeping up a brisk fire on liie enemy till dark. 
The ne;i^t day they rejoined the fleet* Before the pri* 
soners coald be shifted from theCassar, she was observed 
to be on fire, and in a few minutes blew up with a 
dreadful explosion ! in her perished a lieutenant, the 
boatswain, and fifty men belonging to the Centaur^ io* 
gether with about 400 Frenchmen. . 

.t)n board the Ville de Paris were found thirty-six 
ohests of money, destined to pay and subsist the troops 
in the designed invastoil of' Jamaica* Tfais ship had 

f 
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been a present from the city of Paris, (o Lewis the 
XVth, in that fallen state of the French marine, which 
prevailed towards the close of the former ruinous war* 
No pains nor expeiice were spared to render ihe ^ft 
wojlhy of that great city, and of the monarch to whom 
it was presented ; so ihat she was said to have cos^ 
176,0001. slerlin^r in her building and fitting out for sea. 
• It >vas for some time beUeved that one of the French 
ships (the Diademe,) had been sunk in the action ; bat 
it was afterwards understood that she arrived at Cape 
Francois in a very crippled condition, with three oUiers^- 
who, after ihe action, bore away for Curacoa. 

The total loss sustained by the French must have 
been prodigious; besides the ships' crews^ they had ott 
board 5500 troops : it is in general believed that the 
killed amounted to above SOOQ, and double that nuni* 
ber \vt)unded. On board (he Ville de Paris alone 400 
are j»aid to have been slain. The British iieet did not 
suffer in a proportionate degree, vyhen vvfe take into 

I 

(|«nsideration the J,<?ngth and violence of the battle, and 
determined- obllinacy with which the enemy fought. 
In the engagement of the 9th and I2ih, the number 
killed amounted tu ^37, and wounded 766; anriong 
these were some excellent and gallant officers. Captain 
Blair, of the Anson, was among the siai«i ; also Capt. 
Bciyne, of the Alfred, who test bis thigh by a cannon- 
,shot, and the eflusion of blood was so great iliai he ex- 
pired before the tourniquet could be applied. Lord 
Robert Manners, of the Resolution, received so da n- 
.gerous a wound that, he died on his passage to England 
on board (he Andromache, in the 25th year of his age; 
he was a young officer of distinguished abilities, and 
universally lamented by the navy. 
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Upon tfie ngws of this glorious victory reaching Eng- 
land, the thanks of both houses of parliament were 

j unanimously voted to Admiral Sir George Rodney, 
Rear-admirals Sir Samuel Hood and Drake, Com. 
Affleck, the captains, officers, seamen, and marines of 
the fleet. His Majesty was graciously pleased to create 

' Sir George Rodney a peer of Great Britain ; Sir Sa- 
muel Hood a peer of Ireland : Rear-admiral Drake and 
Commodore AfHeck were also created baronets of 
Great Britain. The parliament, on the 23d of May, 
voted a monument to be erected to perpetuate the me- 
mory of Captains Bayne, Blaire', and Lord Robert 
Manners, who had so bravely fallen in the defence of 
their king and country. 

\i The fleet remained for three days under Guadaloupc 
to repair the damages it had received in the action, 
which afforded a most favourable opportunity for the 

j flying enemy to escape. On the 17th, Sir Samuel Hood 
was detached with such ships of his division as had been 
the least disabled, to endeavour to pick up some of the 
stragglers. The alacrity with which Sir Samuel Hood 
executed his commission, enabled him on the morning 

; of the 19th to get sight of five sail of the enemy's ships. 

. On perceiving the British squadron, they pushed for the 
Mona passage, in hopes, from the shallowness of the 
water, they would not be pursued. This had no effect 
whatever on the enterprizing and determined resolution 

; of the gallant admiral, who instantly threw out the sig- . 
nal for a general chace. As the enemy approached the 
passage, the wind died away, and they lay some time 

t becalmed, which gave our ships gi:/^ally the advantage, 

I and enabled Captain Goodall, in the Valiant, at three 

^ o'clock in the afternoon, to get alongside of the Caton, 

r VOL. Ill* K 
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^of 64 guns, which struck the first brtedside. This 
brave officer, leaving her to be picked ap by the ships 
"astern* proceeded on and attacked the Jason of the 
same force> Mriffa so much im'petuosity^ that after a stout 
resistance of twenty minutes, she hauled down her co- 
lours. Captarn Robert Lih2ee, in the "Magnificent^ 
took L'Amiable, of 32 guns; and Gaplain Alexander 
^Hood» in the Champion* the Ceres* of 16 guns* The 
only remaining ship of the enemy, the Astrec^ of 32 
^uns* although closely pursued by the Warrior* effected 
her escape. On the' 23d of April* Sir Ss^mueF Heod 
rejoined the^ fleet off Cape Tiberoon, upon which Sir 
George Rodney proceeded to Jamaica with those ships 
most disabled and the prizes, leaving Sir Samuel Hood 
i/vith a strong squadron to Watch the enemy* should they 
"renture out* and attempt to prosecute their attack upon 
Jamaica* 

On the Slstof November* Admiral Pigot arrived at 
Barbadoes with the fleet from New York : on the 8th 
of December he was joined by Rear-admiral Sir Richard 
Hughes* with eight sail of the line from England. On 
bis passage* the Ruby* of 64 guns* commanded by 
Captain John Colh'ns, chased from the squadron, and 
after a brisk action captured the Solitaire French ship 
of war* of 64 guns, commanded by the Chevalier de 
Borda. The enemy had her mizen-mast shot away* 
twenty five men killed* and thirty-five wounded. The 
Rubj had two men slightly wounded* with her fore- 
mast* rigging and sails much damaged. Sir Richard 
Hughes also took a small frigate of 24 guns. 

Rear-admirals S c Peter Parker and Graves com- 
manded His Msgesly's scjuadron at Jamaica. Towards 
the iatier end of Aprii| the Spaniards in great force at- 
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tapked theBaham Islamis ; CoL Maxwell, the governor , 

of Providence, wbo$e force consisted of about, 170 inva- 
Jids^ hei4 out for a, few, days^ in hop^s he ifA^Ut be re- 
lieved by the arrival of. some ships of war* No suc- 
cours beij^g likely to arrive^ the gov^rxior, ou the 8ih. 
of May, surrendered the islands by capitulation. To 
cpai^ciisaLe iu sqme measure for the loss of these islands, 
Li$llt§na|it-co]onel Desp^rd, (who was confined ia tiie 
prison of Cletkenwell, on suspicion of conspiring 
a^n$t^t^«. st^tfs in. 179^ and. suffered for high treason^ 
ip 1 803 j and Major Cambell, with abqut 1100 maroons, 

Mi^^uito Indians^ attacked the Spaniards, 
mho were in g&eat force at Black ^iver, and gained 
Qj^e^4^9n of th^ qld. settIeii),enUp and Fqrt. Dalliu^;, 
|f4,SRwi5j> gowr^^^^ W4e;re.iimle prisqn-, 

ep, and sent on parole to Omoa. 
..^ ^^wijtb^^p4i|3g,the stt^cesa whjch b^4;alt^nded ll;^^ 
%ili5h. fleet, yet the inclemency of the weather exposed 
i^e[f> at| tbi^ pe;Fi^, tp^owy misfortunes. Th^ &hip%, 
W3t and convoy, under Rear^adipiral Graves, cpQ«> 
tini4ed their coursq withqqt any material occurrence 
Qpm th^ 22d pf August, when the Hectpr^ one of (fa*. 

prizes, being badly manned* and a, heavy aailer, drop- 
I^^H^;^ a^t^ci^ ^ night, thai shQ parted compaoxwiiii, 
the fleet. On the 8th of Sep. it blew a strong gale, 
m \vhich tiie^l^^s of the Qaton, of Cr^,gMns, and Pallas 
f^g^te, bA4;,80 .much increasi^d, that the admiral ordered 
t|j[^ l^.beajT away for ^alUa)^. On the 1.6th in the af^, 
t|(cmi|C|ii« tii^ fleet being in the If^itude.Qf 42 degrees^, 
1^ i|aiaute& north, and longitude 48 degrees, 1.5 min. 

was.oKorts^keii i^y a violent gate of wind from, 
t^e E.S.E. which contimied to blow with, unabating 

^^f^ Q'<?lp^lk the, oe^t xQOXniiig, \yim ofi % 

k2 
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sudden it shifted to the N.N.W. and Mew a hurricane: 
As the day broke it discovered an inexpressible scene 
of horror and distress ; some of the ships of war had 
lost their masts^ and were otberwi^ much disabled ; 
many of the convoy had not only suffered similar di9» 
asters, but hod actually foundered, and the sea was co* 
> vered with wreck. Several miserable wretches of both 
sexes were seen either lashed» or clinging to them ; the 
impossibility of giving them the smallest assistance ren* 
dered their dreadful situation still more piteous : the 
storm continued to rage, and the ^a vms so rough and 
agitated, that no boats could be put out to their relief ; 
a few indeed were fortunate enough to be saved by 
ropes^ which jvere thrown from the ships, as they ap« 
proached near the wrecks. When the squall came on^ 
the Ramiltes had her main sail set, and in this situation 
was taken aback ; before the clew garnets could be 
manned, the main-mast went overlxmrd, carrying witii 
if the misenrmastt Ibre-top-mast, and fore-yard. The 
tiller broke in the rudder head, and in a short time, from 
the chain-pumps being choaked^ there was six feet wa* 
ter in the hold. In the course of the day several of 
the guns and heavy stores were thrown overboard to 
ease the ship. Unavailing however were all these ef» 
lorts ; the pumps could not be cleared, and on the 21st 
the leak increased to ten ieet water in the hold ; the 
admiral began now to despair of saving the ship. The 
gale having abated, he made the signal for the few 
mercliantmen that were still in company, to come down 
to his assistance, and to take on board the crew, which 
were all distributed by four o'clock in the afternoon* 
The Ramiiies at this time had fifteen ieet water in her 
Md} the admiral directed Captain Moriarty to set her * 
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yar nM)re melancholy was the fate of the Cenlaur> 
%4g gi]/is« Caplaia loglefiddp which had Igidi 
la mi^b oo her be^, ^nds by the squall, thai the water 
hues! though from the hold between decks i she ]aj( 
^otioi^fesfu axijd seemed iri;ecoverably ovecset He« 
ipasU falling overboard, she in some degree ri^bt^d^ 
^K'iMl^rf^ j?^^^^^ Cudder^ but with such exUeioe yio* 
Ifepc^, as caused unspeakable mischief and confusion. 

t^roke loo^ej. the shot vtrere tliFown oiit of th^ 
^iM^erSj, and the water that came from the hold swept 
away every thing between d^cks, as effectually as th^ 
^av^ faa^ frpm the upper. The effieers^ when the 
ship overset, ran up from their beds naked ; neither 
Hl^^tJ^ey f^^\ at a single article of clothes ta pat on m ' 
thip moftung ; nor could they receive any assistance 
tj^^^ who were upon deck, living no other but 
l^ey had on. The vessel was kept afioat until 
the 23dj on. whij^^i mornuig the water in the hold had 
4^owii up th,e o;V>p 4^ckA 4n4 the cables floated to the- 
|[un deck. 

.^^ five o'clock in . the evening Captain IngFefield 
j^bo bad yet formed no determination for himseK) 
jVr^Qt ^of^ 4^ck; the fiv^e. beatenanis# with all tlie 
4^ther qfiicers ^cepting the master, were below ; per-- 
i;:eiving ^ few of the peppl^ had got into the pinnace^ 
jfrhijob'W^ lying under the main chains,, and that othe^a 
}fi^t^, piegaring to follow them. Captain InglefielA 
liec^9|i^4 ^ the ma$ter>.and they bptb^ inst^tly jjumped ^ 
into the boat. The sea ran so high, it wa«i with mudi* 
^ifiicu^jj they could gel clear c^f the ship ^ sevf*^ 
44I }9r;l^ IK we m Ib^ gangway in precipitately end^ 
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vouring to follow their example, fell into the sea and 
' were drowned. Mr. Baylts, a midshipman only fifteeir 
years of age, threw himself overboard, and had the 
good fortune to reach the boat ; though it was with 
Rome difficulty Captain Inglcfield could prevail on the 
men to take him in. The whole number now in the 
boat was twrelve, adrift in the middle of the Atlantic 
ocean, a dark and stormy night approaching, without 
either compass, quadrant, or sail. For the severe bard« 
ships which they endured, and the surprising man- 
tier in which Providence conducted them through so 
many perilg, we must refer the reader to the Marimr*s 
CAmicle, vol. i. p. (9 1 ^^209. ^ 

More deplorable, if possible, than either of the pre- 
ceding, was the wretched situation of the Hector of 
74 gunsi Captain Bouchier, after she had parted eott« 
pany with thef ^eet. She was an old ship and in such 
bad condition^ that before she sailed from Jamaica, all 
her guns excepting fifty-two were taken out, and her 
Xnasts were replaced by others of a smaller dimension $ 
her complement of men amounted to SOO, most of 
whom were invalids from the fleet, American and 
French prisoners. In this miserable cond^lion^ on the 
evening of September 5, she fell in with the Eagle and 
% Gloire French' frigates, each mounted with 40 guns 
and a complement of 300 men, besides a great number 
of land ofiicers and troops whom they were conveying 
to North America. Thelrigates having soon discover- 
ed the weak state of the Hector, instantly bore down, 
and placing themselves one upon her beam and the 
other upon her quarter, began a furious cannonade ; 
Captain Bouchier made a most gallant resistance ; but ' 
the slackness of the Hectocis iGure and slowness of hex 

4 
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movements, gave the enemy frequent opportunities of 
faking ber ; confidiog in the nnmber of their men^ they 
attempted to board the Hector, but were nobly rcpuls» 
ed with great slaughter* The engagement continued 
almost four hours with unabating vtolence; when, to 
the great astonishment of those on board the Hectoft 
the enemy ceased firing and sheered off, although day*' 
light must have discovered to them the miserable state 
she was in^ Prodigious were the damages sustained ; 
ber already crazy hull was afmost torn to pieces, and the 
masts, sails and rigging were rendei;;ed useless by the 
shot; her emaciated and ^eA ciew, worn down by 
sickness, performed prodigies of raIour> and by their 
noble exertions, supplied the defect of strength and 
number. Forty-six of these brave fellows were either 
killed or nvounded ; among the latter was Captatii 
Botichier, who received so desperate a wound in the 
arm, that he was obliged to quit the deck; giving 
charge of the ship to Captain O'Bryen Drury (who was 
on his passage to England), this officer maintained the 
battle with undaunted courage ai)d intrepidity until the 
enemy sheered oflf. But greater calamities than these 
they were still destined to encounter ; for, a few days 
sftg: the engagement, a storm arose, in which they lost 
all their masts and rudder, and the leaks encreased to so 
violent a degree, thai the hold was filled with^ wa* 
ter, by which a great quantity of the provisions and 
fresh water was spoiled. The only remaining sail was 
fothered and drawo under the bottom of the ship with 
the hope of diaiinishing the leaks, but aU without effect; 
the leaks continued to gain upon them ; the decks were 
&st sinking, and some of the beams of the orlop deck 

bad abtoloitly fidten into the hoU; Death constantly 
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^s/mAfiA* Urn. nmh^t ^ and. tbe $tf^ qaantUy. sp|«, 

- jits which far several days had supported and kept the 
temmnd^M oi ii^ qcew frq^i, geri$l>ip|^« nf^arly es^*, 
hftji^tedp. It required the utmost exertion Qf the officers 
V>ip^vaU (Ut^nd keep the m^n at the putnp^ many oC 
ynixQm drqppefl djsac). wj^ilj^ working tbem.. Foe (<W 
4a»y4; t^ejf were reduced (o the deplorable necessity oS^ 
wising; wiiboji^t either spirUsc or ^^ter^ Th^, m^st 
fliptixig^and iplserable picture now presetted itself^ thait, 
<^ beipg di^tined to lingiec out a painful buj^ shorty ^xi^ 
tence ;, wben iQ tbeir loeKpil^ssible joy^ a sail yi^as dis* 
<^vQred bearing down ttpQD tk^m^ Octobe/ Tbi*. 
prpyed^to be the jtiawk^ mm^ a letter of roarqiu^^ Ipe- 
Ipngipg Ip Daitmouthy comrDanded by Cajpiain John 
frQO]^ X^i^boo^ bpi^nd- tq, $t« Jio.hn';b^ Newfoundland* 
No. sooner was the distressed situatioo. of the Hector 
ii,Mwn tQ ti)i» geaeroa$^ii,d bup^i^^^oi^ without 
considering tke risk (o which himself ax^d qre^ might 
be e:^jM^^d, iast9nllj[ applied himself {o their lelieC; 

femained by then» ajl Bighf> an4 in, the iQomin|; 
tQQkj on bo^rd Captain Bouchier> and the ^00 ppor kU 
law9itbat were left* His vessel became miicb orou^ed f i 
in order, therefore, to accommodate them the b^t(er> he i 
threw overboard a great part of his qa^go. Qn the day 
wiien the Uawke arrived at St. John^ the Ust cask of 
water was at;>rRSk«b; had the wind jpr ove4 other yy^is^ thax> 
fiiir; their generavia delivefei:s might have beenjuvplveci 
in the distresses which the untorti^mi^te. Cfew ojT the ; 
ii^tor bad so veceo% exp^ienced. 

It is supposed that the Ville de Paris and Glorieu?^ 
(whose fate was uever truly ascerMtiqie4) bot^ foun4^r 
ed s especially if we ^pe to give credH to a seamaa 
•}>y ^h^ n^^ 9f Wi|$9^ who w^ bj( a 
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floating on a piece of wreck, who said he had belong- 
ed to the Ville de Paris ; ibai when she foundered be 
bad clung to it f be was so o^etcome with terror, that 
he could not recollect any thing further, excepting that 
he had seen the Glorieux go down the day preceding 
that on which the Ville de Paris perished. Thus not a 
single trophy remained excepting the Ardent^ to com* 
memorate the glorious victory on the ! 2th of April. - 

The only ship of war which had escaped the fatal 
efl^ts of this dreadful hurricane, and was, indeed, the 
first to announce the destruction and havoc which it had' 
eaased was the Canada^ of 74 guns commanded by 
the Honourable Captain William Cornwallis, which 
arrived at Spithead with the loss of her mizen-mast and 
in a most leaky condition, Oct. 5. 

On the 9th, the London, of 98 guns. Captain Kemp- 
thoroe, Torbay, of 74 guns, Captain Gidoin, and Bad- 
ger sloop. Captain Hills, being on a cruize off Hispa* 
niola, fell in with Le Sctpion French ship of 74 guns, 
snd a large frigate, which they chaced from nine in the 
morning until the evening of the 1 8tb, when after a 
most resolute and spirited resistance, in which the 
French commander, M. Macnamara, displayed great 
biavery and aautical skill, he run his ship on shore in 
Serrena Bay, where she was lost. In the engagement, 
which was principally with the London* they fell on 
board of each other, and by a masterly manoeuvre the 
Prencbman disentangled himself, and so much disabled 
the London, as to render her incapable of pursuing him/ 
The Torbay continued the pursuit, bujt M* Macnamara 
bad fun his. ship on shore before she reached within 
shot* The Iiondon had nine men killed, the Lieuteaants . 
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Bufgesd, HaDkey and Triggi and aaveoljr4wo ment 

wounded. ' 

About the same tiipe Captain Christopher Parker, m 
the Diamond of 32 guns, being on a cruize, fell in 
,wiib^ and after an obstinate engagement, captured thei 
Magdalena Dntch armed ship of 30 guns, 190 »en, 
tweatj-eigbt of whom were killed anda$^n^y. womid- 
ed.^ She. was, however^ on her passage to Jaini^^ren 
taken. 

His Majestj^^s brig the Lively, commaiided by Capl*^ 
Stanhope, on a cruize eff the island of Cuba, captured; 
an Aaaerican ship, whose crew being indolg^ w^ihb 
too much liberty on board the Lively; sttrpri8e4 andi 
seized Captain Staniu)pej bis oficers and men* Tbe^ 
Americans having gained possession of tbei>«g| cwrietic 
her into the. H^vapn<^h» Captain Sianbope, on^ being 
released, wps tried bya.co^rt-n)ar(iali.aAd.<9iltpiiqfi4it(li 

be dismissed the service. 

Witl) resgeot to. the cQa&t.Qf. Afri^^.^haw onlyi-Uli 
say that Captain Shirley, in the Leander of 50 guns, 
s^id Captain Frodsiiam in the 4iiigator sloop of waTp 
tpok AcEa. and four other of the principal Dnteh ferMr 
ctfi this coast. Tbe-ruia of their settlement^ was, ipad^ 
, complete,, by the capture of the strong and Wi^L fffn^ ^ 
soned fort of Commeuda, mounted with thirty-two, 
QiQices of cannoHt. as many bowitzersy and Uyp niac« 
tars; this was accomplished by the gallantry of Lteute-t 
t\ani Cactwrigbt,, of the Argp frigate^ who landed wiUii 
a detachmeBt of seamen to- oo-operato witbiMBBMi^lbodl 
forces belongrng to tb^ AAican company* 

The, AU>gaU>r». on her patsaget to England, bavins 
l^e^ attf^ck^d^biy ^ Fe^# Fceucii irigate^ of 3&gunfi^ 
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CftplBin FVodstem defended the ship with* great bravery, 
*till the enemy got dose alongside, when he was obliged - 
<iD fttiike faisrcqloitrs. 

, We shall now conclude this year's account with a 
^summary of the naval tran^tbnsrat the £ast*Indies. 

Vice-admiral Sir Edvyard Hughes having sailed with 
ihe squadron- from Negapatnam, Jan. 2, to carry into 
execution the desi^ which he had f^fmed, for the reduc- 
tion of the Dutch settlement of Trincoraal6, in" the is- 
'bnd-of Ceylon, Sir Hector Monro^ in order to garrison 
the place in case of success, sent on board the fleet 500 
•f^dilQteer seapoys, and an oflBcer with 30 artillery-men. 
'On the 4th the admiral anchored in Trincomale bay, and 
<m the 5th, about 3 miles from Trii!icomaI^ Fort, he be- 
•gan to disembark the troops with a considerable detach- 
^inent of seapoys^ seamen, and marines, under the com* 
WVid 'Oi^Captam Geli, of the Monorca, assisted by Cap- 
lain James Montagu, of the Medea, and Captain Rey- 
^Ids, of the Combustion fire-ship* Before dark the 
•whole were landed without opposition, and^ having 
formed on the beach, proceeded to the attack of the 
'fort, of which they became masters that night, by the 
"grenadier company of marines pusln'ng resolutely on 
tbroogh Ihe gateway while the governor was drawing 
up the terras of capitulation which he meant to propose. 
The garrison only consisted of three officers and 40 sol- 
diers, with 10 old iron guns for its defence. From the 
prisoners the admiral learnt, that the only renaatning 
force had retired into fort Ostenburgh, situated on a hill 
which commanded the harbour, and protected their ship- 
ping. Accordingly, on the'Sth, the troops marched to- 
wards a high hill, that commanded Oslenburgh Forti 

to the top of which the e&emy bad a post, with an of- 
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ficer's guard : from this post, which was wUhIn 200 
yards of the foiU ihe enemy was driven Ibai night* 
Early the next morning the admiral sent Captain Gell 
with a letter of snmrnons to the governor^ vihm replied^ 
that he would defend the place to the last extremity. 
Sir Edward Hughes, from motives of humanity^ and to 
save the effusion of blood, again summoned the govev* 
nor to surrender ; to which he gave a positive denial, al- 
ledging, that the strictness of his orders compelled hini 
to defend the place. These letters were transmitted 
tiirough Major Gellj an engineer officer of distiogoisiK 
ed abilities in the service of the East-Indta Company, 
who informed the admiral that, from the observations 
he had made, the lower fort might be canied by assault. 
The necessary disposition was accordingly made ; the 
storming party consisted of 450 seamen and marines, co- 
vered on each flank by a company of pioneers, with 20 
seamen armed with cutlasses, who carried the scaling* 
ladders : the whole supported by a reserve, composed 
of three companies of seamen, and as many marines^ 
with two field-pieces. At day-break, on the i I th, they 
advanced to the assault, preceded by a Serjeant's pariy^ 
who bravely pushed forward and entered through the em* 
brasures unperceived. The whole storming parly in- 
stantly followed, drove the enemy from their works, and 
possessed themselves of the fort. This secured the im- 
mediate surrender of the ships and vessels in the har- 
boar. In the assault Mr. Qeorge Long, 2d lieutenant 
of the Superbe, a deserving young officer, was killed, 
with 20 nou-commtssion officers, seamen, and marines* 
Lieutenant Wolsely of the navy, lieutenant Samuel Orr 
of tlie marines, and forty non-commission officers and 
privates were wounded. The loss which the enemy 
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nsiainecl was very^ inconsiderable* as most of them 

tlirew down their arms, and their forieited lives were - 
; spared by that disposition to mercy which ever distin- 
gubhes Britons. Sixty-seven pieces of cannon of va- 
. liotts calibres, besides swivels, guns dismounted^ mor-* 
tara, vast quantities of shot, &c» &c. were found ia 
both forts* In the harbour were captured two of (be. 
enefloy's sbips, richly iaden^ one behmging to (he com* 
juiny, and one private. 

The admiral^ sensible that the knowledge of these 
successes, by whfch the Dutch were driven entirely 
; from the coast of Coromandel, and a fair beginning 
made towards getiing possession of aU their valuable 
settlements on the islaud of Ceylon, would beatlended 
: with many good consequences to the public, immediately 
^ dispatched the Nymph sloop to England with the happy . 

news. The fall of Negapatam fully answered our ex^ 
' pectatiohs» as Hyder Ally's troops immediately afler 
evacuated all the forts and strong posts they held in the ^ 
Tanjore country, and the polygars, or petty princes^ io 
tJie Marava and Trinavilly provinces, who, at the insti- 
gation of Hyder, had rebelled again&t the Nabob of 
the Carnatic, and taken up arms against us, were re* 
turmng to their obedience on the best terms they could, 
make* 

Sir Hector Monro, In a letter to the Earl of Hills* ' 
fcorotight obseryed, Uiat^ the roduction of the ibrtress 
of Negapatam, at that period, was of the usmost con* 
sequence ; for should the French and Dutch, or either 
of them# <:ome in force to the coast of Coromandel^ . 
Ij^egapatam would not only have been their arsenal and 
^aoaryt biit4be place whence they would have com* 
fenced all their, in tended operatiws against the com* 



Digitized by Google 



pany's f6rts and settlements in lhat part of India, and 
^'ould have been of as mudh conseqoeifce as Pondt' 
cherry woiild have been, had it not been taken and rfe- 
molisbed/' By the generaFs return, it fff^pears that the 
ibrc^s under his coibmiind, at the redaction df Ncfgii}>a« 
fam, amounted to 4^14^ of vvliich killed, wpundedj 
0r missing. 

' The garrison which were made prisoners consisted of 
Mr. Homsed, the governor, one captain, -two lieate:* 
Hants, fhfte sorgednsi 250 tinrdpean infantry, me c^p- 
tain, one heutenant of engineers, two subalterns, fifty 
kur6]>dan artillery, fifty-five seamen frdm the Alps in 
the harbour, ten artificers, one captain, one lieutenant 
and two ensigns of Malays. 

^ ' As the Htquadron Were now tn want of stores and pro* 

\ isions, Sir Edward iJughes sailed from Trincomale on 
the Sist of Jantiary, and arrived' in Madi^ road Feb. 8,. 
when he received advice from Lord Macartney, the 
governor, that a French squadron consisting of thirty 
lail 6f ihlps and vessels, were at anchor about* twenty 
leagues to the northward of that port* On Ihe 9th in 
the aAemodn, the admiral was joined by three ships of 
war and an armed transport. All possible expedition 
Was used to get on board the stores and provisions ; but 
before'^it was completed, the enemy^s squadron appear* 
ed in the offing on the !5lh, and at noon came to an- 
chor About four miles Wilhout the road« The admiral 

immediately placed his ships with springs on their ca- 
bles in the most advantageous position to defend them* 
selves and the numerous shipping whfeh lay within 
ihem in the road. At four in the afternoon M« de Suf« 
ffein suddenly weighed and Mood to the southward. 
A detachment of 300 oiEcers and men from the Sdtb 
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regiment of foot were embarked, and being distributed 
pn board, of those ships tbgi were the worst ipaoo^ I 
the admiral directly weighed and pursaed IheiB 
tliroughout the night under an ea$y sail.-^ 

At day break the next morning, he found, that tbejr 
fleet had separated ; the slups of the line and a frigate 
were about foar leagues to the eastward of the British 
.fieet^andthe rest of the frigates with the transports, were 
aboat three leagues to the S. W. steering directly fojc 
PondicberrY. Sir £dward Hughes immediately nuufe 
a signal for a general chace in that quarter, in order jf 
possible to cut oS their transports ; which unigbt be th^ 
means of forcing M. de Suffrein to give him battle^ 
should b^ venture down to the pfotf^tionol his convoy. 
In the course of the chace, the copper-^bpitomed sbipn 
icaaie up with and captured six $ail of the convoy, liv^ 
ol whiob^were £ngUsh, taken by the enemy when to 
the northward of Madras, with lheir crews on board. 
The ^i^b was a largo French transport named the Lup 
rinston^ taken by Captain Lumley in (he Tsis, she was 
very deepljr laden wilii shot, gunpowder, guns, and 
other military stores ; on board her were many officers 
and 300 men of the regiment of Lausanne. , 
Wheo M. de Sutirein perceived the danger of hia 
convoy, he bore down with all the sail he could set ; 
^bout three o\:loc]^ in the afterpoon^Jour of the e^emy'a 
l^est sailing line of battle ships, were within two or 
three miles of the siernmost of the British^ who were 
isonseqnenlly much spread daring the chace* Sir £d^ 
\iard Hughes made the signal for the chasing ships to 
join him, whijcb they all did about 7 o^cIock; tb^ hostile 
' squadrons continued in sight of -each other all night* 
l^ij in the ^qniing of the 17 th, theenepij 's sq[ugdro9 

r . 
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was seen about three leagues to the N. E, the 
proved extremely squally, with baffling and uncertain 
ivfifdsj which prevented the squa'drofts approaching 
each other ti}l tlie afternoon ; when afier various roa- 
DGeuvreson bolb sfdes, about: four o*c!oipk a fai^onrdble 
squall permitted M. de Sutrrein to bear dovtn with the 
whole force on the centre and rear of the British^ \yho 
had little or no wind. Such being the critical sifuation 
of the English squadron, and there not being sufficient 
wind for the ships oF the British van' to tacit and get 
into action. Sir Edward Hughes had not time to form in 
close order before he was wartiiiy attacked by eight of 
the enemy's ships. The Exeter, which was the stern- , 
most ship, and a bad sailer, being at some distance 
from her second ahead, was roost furiously attacked 
by three of the French ships. M. de Suffrein', in the 
*Hero, bore down and fell^wtth no less rtolence oil the 
Superbe. Thus the brunt of the action fell on only 
£veof the British ships, the Superbe, the Exeter, the 
Monarca, the Hero and thelsis, which were obliged to 
sustain^ for some time, a very unequal combat against 
eight of the enemy's best ships ; the enemy never ad* 
vancing further than the Superbe. The action was vr- 
gorously maintained till 6 o'clock^ when a sudden squall 
# gave the British the advantage of the wind; who, in 
their turn, renewed the engagement with so much spnrit 
and alacrity, that in twenty*five minutes the enemy 
, hauled their wind and stood to the N. £. after having 
visibly suffered severely. As it was evidently the de* 
sign of M. dc Suffrein to disable the Superbe and Exe- 
.ter, those two ships were materially crippled ^ the Su« 
perbe's main*yard was cut in two in the slings, and siie 
bad above fcur feet water in the hold^ which gained 
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cofisidefably upon them until many of the shot holes 
were pii^ged up. Thft Exieter was almosil reduced to 
a complete wreck, Iiaving at times from three to five 
ships upon her; and but for the prompt aud gallant 
assistance of Captain Wbod, -in Ibe Hero, she most ^ro* 
bablj would have been sunk. Commodore Kiogdis* 
played the mosi unshaken fortitude and presence of 
mind. Towards (he close of ihe aclion, as two of the 
^nenay^s ^hips were hearing doun to attadL the £xeter» 
already a wreck , it is said the master aAed the commo* 
ciore what he should do with the ship; to whom be 
bravely lepliedt ^^Mh«^e is nothing to be^ done but to 
fight her till she siidts/' 

*X>isappoin4ed in the hopes of trinoiph, the enetny 
was out of sight in the morning ; the masts of the Su* 
perbe and Exeter had received so ^much damage, tiiat 
it was dangerous to carry sail on them ; and the shot 
holes in all the ships engaged so far under water, as to 
make it impossible to stop them at seal the admiral was 
determined to proceed to Trincomal^, as (he only pro- 
per piacO to reht the disabled ships« where lie arriyed 
on tfae 24th. In this desperate and partial engagement 
the service was deprived of two brave and distinguished 
oflfcers^ by the loss of Captain Stephens^ of the Superbe^ , 
aiid Captain Reynolds, of the Exeter. The whole loss 
^amounted to thirty4wo killed and ninety^ffve v^'ounded; 
among the latter were Lieutenants Hughes and New-' 
combe, of the Siiperbe^ and Lieutenant Charles Jones^ 
of the Exeter. 

Sir Edward Hughes having completed the necessary 
fepairs with the utmost expedition, sailed frohi TrinCo* 
inaI6 on the 4th of March. On the 12th he anchored 
^ith the squadron in Madras roadj without having seen 
• x3 
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or tieaid any thing of the enemy. On Ihe SOib, ih0 

admiral being on his way back to Trinconialc with a re- 
inforcejnenl of Iroopt, and a sappty. of military stores 
Ibr the garrison, 'he was joined by (be Sukan, of 74 
guns, ,aod Magnanime, of &h gans, from Englandd 
These ships having bad a tediooaand bad passage, were 
extremely sickly, and much reduced by the scurvy. 
.The admiral considered it of much more importance to 
throw the succours he had on board inta Trincomate, 
than to return to .Madras for the purpose of landing the 
sick and scorbutie men $ and^ knowing also that* Ifaa 

V enemy's squadron was to the southward, he was deter- 
mined ro proceed directly for Triiicoraal^, without either 
seeking or shunning the enemy. On the 6th of April 
the squadron fell in wilh a French ship from Mauritius^, 
having oih board dispatches from France for their com* 
snandersin thief by lainl and sea; ihe ship was chased 
on shore, and burnt near Tranquehar, the crew escaping 
with the dispatches. About noon on the 8th the ene- 
my's squadron was discovered to leeward in the N. £• 
consisting of eighteen sail ; notwitbstaaditig whicl)» the 
British squadron held on its course for its intended port* 
The enemy continued in sight during the thire&sueceed* 
ing days without any other encounter taking place ; but 
on the I2th| M.de Suilrein having obtained the weather* 

* %^g^9 in consequence of Sir Edward having bore away 
for Trincomal^, which was then only fifteen leagues 
distance, the enemy^ cotsscious of their own superiority^ 
croucloci sail to get up with Ihe rear of the British ; the 
copper4)0ttomed ships coming fast up with the rear, 
the admiral, who, to use his own words, did not in the 
circumstances he their found himself, either seek or shun 

en actioiu was determined to light them; he accordingly 
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9i nine in the morning drew hit squadron info the line 

of battle ahead on the slarboard tack, at the distance of 
two cables length from each other4 the enemy at Ibis 
time bearing N. E. distant about six miles directly 
to windward* They conttnaed manoeuvring their ships 
and changing their position in the line till 15 min. pa»t 
noon, when they bore down ; Iheir five van sliips 
stretched atong to engage that of the British^, while the 
French admiral witii the other seven sail, steered di- 
rectly down on the Superbe, the Monmouth hef second 
ahead^ and the MonarcaNher second astern. At half 
past Que the engagement began in the van of both squa- - 
.drons ; and a few minutes aAer M. de Sufirien, it the 
Hero, and lier second astern, L'Orient, bore down on 
the Superbe within pistol-shot^ and continued in lliat 
position^ giving and receiving a roost dreadful fire for 
rvine minutes ; the Hero then stood on greatly damaged 
to attack the MonmOutb^ which was already closely en- 
gaged with another of the enemy's ships; this made 
room for the ships in the French admiral's rear to come 
'up and attack the British center where the battle raged 
with the greatest violence. At three jo'clock the Mon- 
mouth, afterjhaving sustained with unparalleled fortitude 
the attack of two ships, had her mizen*mast sliot away, 
and soon after her main-mast met the same -fate; she 
was now under the necessity of bearing out of the line 
to leeward; and in danger of being carried by the ene* 
my had not the admiral instantly bore down, followed - * 
hx -Sultan and Monarca, to her relief, ^t forty 
ja^&^if^,p%Ai three, the wind still continuing to the 
northward, witlioiit any sea breeze, and being appre- 
hensive lest the ships should be entangled with the sho/e 

the admiral made the signal for the squadron ixx weart > 
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Atki haul their wind in a )ine of battle ahead on the Ia«!> 

• ' ^Jboard l^ck^ still engaging the eoemy. At ioriy mlimtes 
past 6ve« the aquadron being in fifteen fathoms watef^ 
|ind fearful lest the Monmoath might, m her disabted 
' - atate^ drift t«Q near the shoie^ the admiral made the sig^ 
tQ prepare to anehor. The French squadron drew 
oS in great disorder to the eastward, and the eqgage- 
xnent ceased ; soon afjier Sir Edward Hughes anchoredU 

The HtTo, M. de Suffrein's ship, was so much damag- 
ed| that he was obliged to $hitt his ilag into the Hanni- 
bal^ of the same fqVce. Just at dark, the French frigate 
La Fine, of 4^ guns, having been either ordered to tow 
0S the Hero» or reconnoitre the situation of the British 
squ^drQn, cam^ so close to the Isis, that she fell on 
jboard her» ^d was obliged to strike her cobiurs ; but 
^king advantage of the darkness of the night, and the • 
disabled state of the Isis^ Just come out of action, ia# 
which she bad a number of men killed and wounded, 
and otherwise badly manned, the French frigate pro-* 
fited by 4his circumstance, got clear of the Isis, .and 

escaped. The general condition of the enemy's ships, 
after this partial engagement concluded, leaves but 
little room to doubt it would have ended in their total 
defeat, had the weight of the encounter been more 
' equally distributed. 

The enemy continued at anchor, and in sight, for 
five days, during which time both parties were busily 
employed In repainng their darhages as well as could 
be dooe at sea, neither side being in a condition to £e« 
new the attack. In this situation the squadrons con* 
tinued at anchor until the 19th in the morning, when 
ihe enemy got under sail with the land wind, and stood 
pnl lo tea dose hauled. At noon the^- tacked with the 

2 
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$esL breeze^ and stood in directly for the body of the 
British -squadron, as if determined on an immediate 
attack ; but when they arrived within two miles of the 
British line« they found them so well prepared for their 
reception, that tlie French admiral lacked, and standing 
to the eastward by the mnd, was entirely out of sight 
by the evening. Sir Edward Hughes having refitted 
the Monmouth wiih a jury, main, and mizen mast, 
sailed on the 22d with the squadron for Trincomal^, and 
anchored in the ba) on the same evening. The loss 
sustained by the Superbie was extremely heavy ; the 
total lo<;s amounted to 137 killed, and 430 wounded. 

The FreiKrh squadron proceeded to Batacalo^ a 
Dutch, port on the island of Ceylon, about twenty 
leagues to the southward of Trincomalc, where thejr 
repaired their shattered ships* By their own account 
the loss they sustained amounted to 1 39 killed, aiul 364' 
wounded. Early in June M« de Sufirein proceeded to 
Tranquebar, where bis fleet was revictoalled by several 
Dutch ships, which had arrived for that purpose from 
Batavia ; be sailed thence to Cuddalore, which on the 
8lh of April had been obliged (o surrender to their land 
forces ; here the French admiral^ to replenish his fleet, 
took on board 400 French troops, as manjr Sepoys, and 
300 ariiliery men. 
Sir Edward Hughes having refitted his ships and taken 
« on board the recovered men, sailed from Trinconiale 
in quest of the French, June 23, and on. the 24th, an* 
Chored with the squadron in Negapamam Road; at 
this place he was informed that the enemy were at an- 
chor off Cuddalore, and that they had captured the 
Resolution and Raikes armed transports, laden with 

•lores and ammunition, on their passage to TrincomaU# 
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At one in the afternoon on the 5th of Jtil/f itie enmnj^m 

squadron appeared off Negaps^tnaip^ consUiing of IS 
sail ; and in tli€ evening came to anchor i^oat eight 
miles (o wir^dward of the British. The admiral inslantl/ 

. got und£^ weigh, and by Ibree o'clock Che whole sqm^ 
idron were at sea, and stood (o the southward daring 
4he evening and the nigbt^ in order to gain the wind of 
the enemy. Having gained this essen-tiai point at day* 
lightj on the 6th the admiral formed bis line of biattle 
ftbreast, and bore away towards the enemy, who weigh* 
^d and formed their line of battle standing to the westr 
ward; upon whijch.Sir Edward liughes drew his fleet 
iinto the line ahea^, and threur out the signal for each 
ship to bear down ,direclly upon her opposite in the 
French hoe, and to bring her to close action These 
orders were executed in a most masterly manner, and a 
very warm close engagemeiH was generally well maiuf 
lained on both sides for several hours. The firing bad 
commen/ced in the French liae^l twenty minutes before 
eleven o\:lock# which war not returned by the British v 
until they were sufficiently near for their shot to have (he 

.desired cdisct* The actioi) was general from van to rear^ 
until thirty-five minutes past twelve o^clock ; the ene- 
in^'s ships appeared to hav^ suffered extremely both in 
their hulls and masts* The van ship had been obliged 
to bear away out of the line; and the Biiiliant, the 
French adniirals ^cond ahead* had lost her 'maia* 
ip^st. 

At this critical moment the sea-breQas^ having set ia 
UfUh unusual violence^ both fleets were thrown into 
great disorder I several of the Briii>>h ships in the van 
and center were taken aback* 9nd paid round on the bed 

wilhth^ir bc^^s the contrary wayj while those in tlif 
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lear« i^faose rigging had suffered (he least in the actioo# 
wefe-dble to continue on Iheir former tack, particularly 
the Worcester, Eagle, and Burford, which were near^ 
Ing the enemy's squadrofi very ffet, which, daring the 
itale of disorder into which the shilt of wind had thrown 
the British, had time 4o collect Md ciome to Ihe wind 
on the larboard lack ; those ships least disabled forming 
a line* to windward to cover those which had suffered 
nott. Tn live f nterrni Sir Edwaid Hughes, to remedy 
the disorder into which his fleet had been thrown, haul* 
ed^tewi the signal for the lin^, and threw out another 
to Wear, intending to follow it by that for a general 
chmz^bdt at this install t Captain Gell^ in the Monarcaj 
Mled, and rAfbrmied the advniral that all his standing 
^'SS^^g ^^^^ away^ and tiie ship otherwise so much 
dfinaged to be* aiteriy «ngweniable. The Hero 

iiaviag been also on the contrary tack, hauling in with 
tbeflftud with the signal of distress out ; and the enemy 
having endettVCfared to cut Off the Eagle, wMch was 
hard pressed by two of their ships, be made the signal 
to wear dhly» and form the Kfie ahead on the larboard 
ta^k ; the engagemeYit still continued partial l^etween 
sach of the ships fts happened to come withm reach of 
tach other. 

' At two o'clock M* deSuffreki stood in shore, and 
^Hiileeted ^ hh ships in a dotfe body ; ^Mle ihe British 
remained much dispersed; and ^^veralof them ungovefti* 
"iUe; it! 4his situation the admiral vvas obliged to giv^ 
up his design of renewing 4he engagement. At half 
past four he hauled down the signal for the line of bal*^ 
■tie, and ttt' half past 4ve an(«bored between Negapat* 
«fiap and Nagore. Soon after the f rench squadron an^ 
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i^ored about three leagues to leeward. The. nigbt was 

employed in securing the lower aiasls and reiiUiDg the 

At nine o'clock the next morning the admiral had Ihe 

Siorttficalion to see ihe enemy's squadron get und^r sail, 
and return to Cuddabre road, their disabled shipsahead^ 
and those less damaged with the frigates in the rear to 
CQi'er their retreat, while bis own ships cdmained in too 
disabled a conditkm cither to prevent or pursue them. 
At this time Sir Edward Hughes sent Captain Watt, of 
the Sulian, in the Rodney brig disarmed, with a flag of 
truce and a letter to M. de Suffreln, to demand the 
French king's ship the Severe, which had» in tbie gene^ 
ral disorder into which the fleet had been thrown, by 
tlie sudden change of wind during the action fell along 
side the Sultan and struck her colours ; but while'CapK 
Watt was executing the signal to wear and join the ad« 
aniral, ihe Severe took the advantage of her situatioiit 
and without shewing any colours, to pour a raking fire 
iota the Sultan. The French admiral^ hpwevert ret* 
turned an evasive answer, and alledged that the coloura 
had not been intentionally struck, but had come duwn 
from (he halliards of the ensign being shot away. 

The whole loss sustained by the British amounted to 
aeventy^seven killed and 23S wounded; among the. 
former were Captain Dunbar ^aclellan^ ofMhe Su* 
perbe, aod Captain Broxholme Jenkinson, of the 
regiment, two officers of distinguished bravery and uni- 
versally regretted. On the side of the enemy 178 were 
alain and 601 wounded. 

As it proved absolutely impossible to repaifji at pro 
lent, the damages which the squadron bad sagtaioe4# 
and their stores, provisions^ and ammunition being 

b 

* 



Digitized by Google 



* 

Aeariy exiisiitled. Sir Edward Hughes was ttnder the. 

Reces«ily of proceeding to Madras to get a supply. 
The ■sqtsadroii i^rrived in ibe road Jdiy 20. The Mfaniral 

was here joined by (be Sceptre of 61* guns^ which had 
left ' England ^ith Sir Richard Bickerion ; . Mxm atkff 
clearing the channel Captain Graves separated from 
Ihe rest of the squadron^ and pui into Rio Janiero^ 
where he met wkh the Medea frigate. - In the coune 
of their passage to India they captured a large French 
ship ladeb with nai^I storeSj in charge of which Gept* 
Graves left the Afedea^ that he might proceed bioiself 
witi\ the greater expedition to join the admiraU la 
order to secure Tctiicomal^ from any desultory attempt 
which the eoetny might xiKike, Sir Edward Hughes^ on 
ihe dispatobed the Moomotttfa and Sceptre wiili a 
reinforcement of troops^ and a supply of stores and 
provisions for that garrison. On ihe i^h of August^ 
these ships having completed the service on which they 
were ordered, r^oined ^he admiral. The Medea ar 
rived with the prize^ August 1S» 
. M. de Suffrein having refitted squadron, sailed 
from Cuddalore on the 1st of this month, to join the 
Seiir-D'Aynfturj who^ he learnt, bad arrived at Point 
de Galles in the island of Ceylon, in the S(<. Mic^hacl, 
of 64 gunst accompanlG^j^y i»'IU|fistre» of 74 guns, hav* 

ing under his convoy the second division of the Marquis 
de Bussy's troops and artillery. The means of informa* 
turn were^ao difficult that the admiral kneW nothing of 
tlic movements of the eaexny, until the i^tb, when he , 
was joined by the Coventry frtgate« Captain 'Mitchell 
who fell in with, ai^d attacked the Bellona, a French 
frigate of 4Q guns^ on the ll^ih^ off the Friar's Hotidi 
on the island of <3fEylod, after a desper^e engagement 

vox.. III. M ' 
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df i¥fi6 bmirft und a half, tfae BelioAa sbemd off audi 

made sail; Captain MttcheN pursued her wiih ihe 
greatest eagerness, but 4be Coventry ila1^mg suffered 
much damage in her roasts and rigging was noi abfe lo? 
come up with her beJore; lo his verj great 8iiTpri<:e, she 
led him tlown and jotoed Ihe Ffench flee!, wbkh Capt.- 
Iditchell discovered at anchor in Batacalo read, con* 
sfstiog of tiveaty-^iiree sail. Two of ihe enemy V Haer 
of battle stripi; got under>saii and chased ihe Coventry^ 
but she Oiit^aiied then) and escaped* In llus action 
the Coventry had Eileen men JtUled and tiirenty-'Dine ^ 
wounded. 

When the admiral reoeived this uilelligenee* lie iiiied 

all possible diligence to ^et (lie squadron ready for sea ; 
he sailed from Madras on the 2Qth, and pruce^sded to 
flie soathward^fo Truicomali^ .being. apprehen»ve that, 
during tfae absence of ti)e squudroni the onemy migiit 
nuajke themselves masters of that barboor» Th^ wand 
continuing to blow sUong from the southward, he did 
not arrive off Xrincomal^ tilt Ihi^ J>igbt o£. lAe 2d of 
ieplmlMrw On- the following mormng at day<»break, 
nothing, ocHiId escceed the admiral's astonishment and 
ttiortificatibn^ when he .beheld lbie,frencb colours, flying 

on all the forts, and above Uiirty sail riding at aiichor in 
-the different -bays. The cqmoiaDd^nt of' TTincomalOj 
Captain. Maedowal, iauwendered by capitulatiooj Au* 
gust 30. • , . . • 

In Ihe morniiig of the 3d, on tbe appearance of the 

British squadron al 6 o'clock,. M. de SuHrein got under 
sail with fourteen ship.^ of the line> three frigates^ and 
a fire ship, and stood oat of Back Bay -with the v^ind 
off the land, which placed them to windward of tha 
British* Sir^ £dwM Hugbels immediately teade tha 
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Signal for the line of baHie ahead ai Iwo cables length 
distance, sborlemd sail ati4"edg«d amy from Ihe windj 

in order thai the shrps might the loore^speedily get into 
.their re<(pective stations. Al linrciily mipiiles past eigh(# 
the enemy began to edge down towards ihe British line. 
Sir Edward Hughei» io ofder lo render the battle decii* 
five, endeavoured by steering ifway larffe under bis 
topsails to draw the enemy's squadron as iar as possiblia 
from Trincomalt ttottl half past- deven* l*be enemy 
all this time shewed great indecision in their move* 
ments, sometimes edging dowti^ as if disposed tocMsc 
to actton> at others bringing to, and in no regular order, 
as if undetermined wbat|o do. However M. de Suf* 
frein, at noon, appeared to have fnced his reloiiiiion Io 
engage j and a( half pa<(t two the French line began t0 
fire upon the British^ which waa in a few mioates f<»- 
turned, and the engagement soon after became general. 

The two additional sliips of the enemy's line lell furi- 
ously on the Worcester the rear j^hlp. But she made 
.so brave a resistance, and being timely supported by 
the Monmoath^ her second ahead, who threw ail ber 
sails aback, and poure 1 in so close and heavy a fire 
upon the enemy, that the attack failed entirely on that 
side. At the same If roe ^ve of the enemy's van«hrps 
bore -dawn in a cluster upon the Eketer and Isis, tiie. 
two headmost sfaipsi, and by an incessant and powerful 
fire forced the Exeter, much disabled, out of the line; 
Ihey then tacked, keeping their wind# and 6red on the 
hti and other ships in the van as they passed. The 
centers of the two lines during this time, weriB warmly 
engaged ship to &bij>; the rival commanders in the 
Superb and Hero, dealing out their rage v\ith unrenui- 

ting fury upon ea^b other« At half past three o'clock^ 

. M 2 • 
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the iiii«efi«tiiajit of -the Amcl^ udmiiiiffi; serond i^sfemi 

was either shot or cut away ; and at the same iime her 
.^ecoDci ahead loal hef lore and misen lop-masts. At 
hair past five, the wifiddiiRiiigMMenljp^om S*W.(o 
the E.S.£. Sir Edward Hughes made the signal to wear» 
which was iniitantly obejred in admirable order and 
alertnes!?, the enemy's squadron either wearing or stay- 
ing at the same time, until the Brilisb renewed the en» 
gagement with fresh vigour* At twenty ^minotes pa^t 
six the French admiral's main-mast was shot away by 
the board, and soon after his mt2en*-mast followed, it* 

' Thig Worcester, about the same time, lost her main-top-* 
'mast* At seven o*clock . the body of the French sqaa* . 
dron hauled their wind to the soathward, and became 
e^iposed to a severe and galling fice from the ships in 
flie British rear for twenty minutes, when the engage- . 
meni ceased. The British squadron, after so long and 
desperate an action, was in no condition to pursue the 
enemy, who at day-light were out of sight. The very 
crippled state of the squadron, particularly the Superb, 
Barford, Eagle and Monmouih, compelled the admiral 

' to return to Madras, where he arrived on tlie 9th! The 
loss they sustained was small when compared to the 
- time the action lasted, and the violence with which each 
party fought. The killed amounted to fifty-one, and 
SaS wounded. Among the slain were the Captains 
Watt, of the Sultan ; Wood, of the Worcester, and 
Lumley, of the Isis ; three.brave officers of dtslingui,<h» 
ed merit, whose loss was sever.ely felt,, and regretted by 

. their country and the navy. 

The French squadron returned to Trincomal^ on the 

•same night, and such their hurry and confusion lest they 
should be pursued^ that the L'Orient^ '<Uie of their bfe^t 
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thipSy of 74 guns, ran on shore in the dark ancl was 
lost. M. de SuSrein was sa luucb di&saiisiied mib the 
' tcondact of some of hb capteiiiR, that he broke emi sent 
prisoners f o the Mauritius no less than she of Ibeixi. Tlie 
loss which they sostained was not published as was asual 
by the French admiral ; it, however, became known 
some Ume afuec» on the arrival of the i:^ox packet from 
India. The slaughter then appeared to have been be- 
yond any thing greats and was no doubt the reason why 
M. de Sufirein wished to conceal it. The slain ampwil* 

C(J Lo 412, and the wounded to 67 G. L'Heros, the 
Freoch admiral's ship, had on. board at the coqaizienoQ* 
nent of the engagement 1200 mm, of whom 140 wert 
killed and 240 wounded^ 
As tbe Monsoon season was now fait approaching^ ' 

Sir Edward Hughes, ou his return to Madras, gave the 
line of battle j»hips such a repair as might carry them in 
safety rotttid to Bombay, where it was his intention to 
copper all those whidi were > opt so akeady« and givt 
the whole »ich a thorough equipment as woaJd enable 
them to proceed on service the next season with tresh 
vigonr and abilityj but before ius design could be p^t 
kito eiiectition, and he could get to sea* the squadron 
hecaaie exposed to imoaincnt danger^ by a sudden and 
«ost dreadful hurricane, which happened October if. 
The wind fortunately blew from off the shore, and the 
squadron at anchor in h&een^&tlioai& wauer, ot^herwiae 
the consequences must have been blftU as they aooa 
parted their cabit^s and put to seia* Several boats were 
lost with tbeir crew$» who- were waiting to bring iii^ 
efiicers fr^m Uie shore. Superlatively great the distress 

and horror which now prevailed* The shore foe several 
miles covered with wreckii^ and ibebodittof tbei 

MS 
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dead and dyi^R. Several vessels of everj denomination 
were either suak at tiieir anchors or dashed to pieces on 
the shore, of which number was .the Earl of Herifofd 
Indiaman ; others cut or parted their cables and put to 
tea ; a few to the wonder and astonishment of every 
'body rode oat the storm. Many of the vessels which 
perished were laden with rice, of which article there 
had been a great scarcity, and the lost of these veaiels 
was productive of still greater calamity, a dreadful fa- 
nine At Madras* The roadsy streets, and adjacent coiin- 
try exhibited a horrible picture; these were every where 
Strewed with the wretched natives dead or dying with 
hunger. It was estimated, that at least 200 perished 
every day; and before they were relieved by -a supply 
Xkf rice from Bengal * and other places,- the numbers 
which were thus cut off are supposed to have exceeded 
10,000. * ' 

The sqoadfon on its passage to Bombay experienced 
a continued series of tempe<^tuous weather. The Su« 
perb was dismasted, and sufiered so much damage, that 
the admiral shitted his flag into the Sultan. In order to 
'facilitate this equipment of the squadron. Sir Edward 
^ Hughes ordered the Monmoiilh, Hero, and Sceptre, to 
refit at Goa, wlule he should proceed with the rest to ' 
Bombay, where from the tedtoasness of the voyage, 
and their very weak and sickly condition^ the ships did 
not alt arrive till December 21 • 

^ Sir Richard Bickerton arrived at Bombay, ^pt. 5, 
' w(th five sail of the line, a frigate and several trans> 
ports, having on board above 4000 troopr. Leavhig 
the transports at Bombay, Sir Richard Bickerton pro- 
ceeded with the ships of war in search 4)f the admiial^ 
who he learnt on his arrival at Madras h^d saUcd some 



Digitized by Google 



OR, RSaiSVCR OF |f ATAL''ACTrOH$« 1^7 

'days before for Ibe coast of MaYabftr* SiV Richard 

Bickerlon accordingly returned to join bim at Bombay ; 
without haying experienced any bad wealhert ' and to* * 
tally Ignorant of the storm until he arrived at Madras. 
. On the iSlb of January, 1783, the Hannibal, of 50 
guns,.conmianded by Captain Alexander.Cbrislie being 
on a cruize off the west coast of Sumatra^ feil 4n with 
the French fleet and was captured ; as was also the 
Chaser sloop, Captain Parr, on his passage to Madras, 
by the Bellone French frigate« The greater part of the 
.oflfeers smd crews of these ships were delivered up pri* 
soqers by M. de Sufiirein to Tippoo Saib, who treated 
them in tt^noiost crnel and inhuman manner* A corre- 
spondence consequently took place between the officers 
and the French admirali wherein the latter wished to 
thh)w the blame entirely on Sir Edward Hughes and 
Lord Macartney, whom by the ill-treatment of his pri* 
•onersi he was in hopes to fiwce into an "exchange on his 
terms. Many of these unfortunate mcu perished during 
their captivity* and iu>mbers of them were not released 
till Wier the war. The letters, alluded to above, are 
as follow; 

To M. DE SUPFREIN, 

^ We, the commissioned officers of Jiis Britannic 
Majesty*^ navy, beg leave to represent to you the dis- 
agreeable situation in which we find ourselves at ChiU 
lambram, above sixty of us being indiscriminately 
crouded into a miserable thatched hut, insufiicienl to 
shelter us from rain and wind, and depending on the 
precarious supply of an arbitrary Moor, who^ has' for 
some time subsisted us only on rice and water, and 
.abaackmd as to the rigour of a climate over anfavour* 
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able io European consliutions, withoul l4ie aft^isf aoce 
of a mrgeon or medkfine.io aUeviate its pernicious ef* 
fect»» We b^ve been witnesses to a scene miserable 
CDOugb to shock humanity : seamen expiring in the 
iiw>st wretched maiuier, merely for wint of assistance. 

As we cannot suppose you will give a sanclion to 
what no one can justify, we earnestly reque&t you will 
send some person^ io administer relief to .the unhappy 
,sick. We ask this with some decree of confidence^ 
trasting yoo wilt not make so partial a disUnction aa to 
refuse crfficers of the king those indulgencies so long 
granted to tbe company's* 

' ' We are, with all respect, ^ 

your most obedient > 
ami very faambte aefvaiitSr 
R. Bowen, 2d lieutenant, Hannibal. 
H. Shaw, H ditto, 
I>. de Vttry,' lieotenant, Chasef ^ 
W. Wi^iUman> fieut. of marines* 
T« Cafthew, ditto* 
W. M'Quin, master,^ Resolation*^ 
Dated Chiilambram^ 
July, 1782. . 

7he Answer 4, , 

"ToMessfs. BoweH, Shaw, De Vitryi Wtgbtmaii> 
Carthew> and M'Quii^ £nglisb officers, prisoners M 

Chillambram. 

*^ V received, gentlemen, the letter you did me the 
honour of writing, and I am sorry yoa are not so weiF 
treated as the Nabob promised you should be. tf 
Messrs. Hughes, Macartney, and Coote, had listened- 

to the proposals made by Ai. Duciiemin and me for d> 

« 
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OLTi^t, jou would not have been at Chillambram. tt 
ts them you are to (hank, if I have been under the dis- 
agreeable necefssi'ty of placing you in a situation. ttt 
tvhich you might incur the risk of being ill-treated. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

Ds SurrRXiii.'^ 

Hero^ July 19, 1782. 

The British prisoners on board the ships experienced 
almost equal cruelty with those in the hands of Tippoo ; 
Ivvo nndshipmen of the Hannibal, who were kept in 
close confinement near to the galley where the provi* 
sfons are dressud, represented lo the caplain of the 
ibip, tiieir raisex^ble situation and that tiiey should be 
ab^solutely roasted: the answer l-h!s inhuman monster 
made, was, " that they would be the better to eat/* 
One of these young gentlemen from e.xcess!ve thirst ^ 
was obliged (o drink his own urine. Mr. Carlhew, 
lieutenant of the HannibaU wrote to remonstrate with 
M. de Suflrlen on these and other cruellies ; to whom 
be sent the (oliowitig reply : 

" Tp Mr. Cartbew, lieutenant in his Britannic Ma? 
jes(y*s navy. 

" J have received. Sir, the letter which you did me 
the honour of writing : my intention never wa», that 

the prisoners should be subsisted on rice and water. It 
IS proper, indeed, that^ those who work should have a 
larger ratio vltan those who did not; and I have given 
orders to that effect. I was loo much affected on seeing 
at New York 300 Frenchmen, taken at the commence* 
ment of the war, crowded Jnto a prison ship, and d^ing 
6f an epidemical disease^ ever to imitate the example. 
''If \uu pusoners are not released. It is the fault gf 
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Me8<?rfi. Hughes, Coofc, unci Macartney ; they will 
i)ave ID answer to God and their naiion, for the lives of 
4nch» whom Ihey cause miitenibly to perish, and for the 
necessity to which they redu<:e ro.e of sending my pri* 
soner to the Nabob Bahader. 

1 have the honour to remain^ 
Sir, wifh respect. 
Your most obedient humble servant, 

Hero, S9th July* 

Towards the end of the year, 1782, ft negotiation 
was opened by the belligerent powers, for the resloraiion 
of a general peace,. Mr. Filzlierberl, the British minis* 
,t^r at Brussels, was ordered to proceed to Paris, being 
appoliited plenipotentiary to negociate and conclude a 
treaty with the ministers of France, Spain, and Hol« 
land. Mr. Oswald,.' a merchant, was likewise dit- 
patched to (he same place^ as commissioner from his 
Britannic Majesty, to treat with John Adams, Benjamin 
Franklin, John Jay, and Henry Laurens, who were ap- 
pointed commissioTiers on the part of the United States 
of America for the same purpose. 

Provisional articles were signed between Great Bri» 
tain knA America, November $0, which were to be 
finally concluded when the treaty of peace betwctn 
Great Britain and France took place. some engage* * 
ments happened before the intelli;;ence of a general 
peace was communicated, it will bo proper to notice 
them here. 

The cruizers at North America still continued to be 

■ ^ ■ 

ver^ active and successfuU In February, 1783, Capt. 

Macnamaia Russel, in the Ilassar, of 28 guns and 
2Q0 men, betng^ona cruize, discovered a large $hi^ 
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under jurjr roasts; and judging, from her hoisting Brn 
(isb cdoiirs, thai it was one of His Majesty'^-crurBers^ 
iiislantly bore down to her assistance. But to his asto- 
niithmeni, when be had approached within ptslol-shof» 
she fired.a broadside into (he Hussar, and did not change 
h^L-Colours till some time aRer the engagement com* 
mended ; which was -maintained with great brbvery on- ' 
the part of CapUin Russei ; at length he compelled his 
antagonist to strike : she proved to be La Sybil French 
fri^te, of 36* guns, and 300 men, many of whom were 
killed and wounded. The ff assar had two men killed^ 
and six wounded. The Sybil had lost her masts in ft- 
a severe action on the 17lh of the preceding month, • 
wi^i the Magtctene frigate. On the 27 th of Novembec^ . 
^ New York was evacuated by the British troops. 

On the 18th January, in the night,' Captain Jolifi^ 
Wiliet Payne, tn' th^ Leander, of 50'giHW, on his re- - 
turn to join Admiral Pigot, al Barbadoes, from haviiig- 
convoyed a cartel ship to -the northward, of- the islands, 
feu in with, and engao^ed a brg6 ship, which, afte'ra^ 
'brisk action, sheered otf,. and made sail ; from tlie si^e 
of the shot foimd in the hull of the Leander, there could 
be no doubt but it was a French 74, supposed to be La 
CouFoune, or Fluton, both ttiese. 8>bips havmg^arrival 
soon after at Porto Rico mach disabled. The LeandeT 

r^iljl^tti thi^ time the Argo, of 41> guns; and 2»0 mei>, " 
commanded by Captain Buchart, was chased by two 
I^^iilthf^tgalesir Ijbl Nymph, of 40, and L'Ampbiirite^ 
of 32 guns. Captain Buchart inaiiilained a brisk run- 
li{ng actioo t^oors, when his top^mgsts fell over 

the side, and he was obKged to strrke. ItMew so fresh, 
that the Argo could not make u3e of hei^ lower dock 

^ 

> 

* 
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gnnt. About thirty-six hwrn after they fell in with the 
Ipvtnctble, of 74* guns. Captain Sas^ton, upon which 
Ibe. enemy abandoned their prise, fndcrouded sattta 

gel oflT.- 

. la February, the St.'Albao's, of 74 ga^m. Captain 
Charles laglis fell in wkh, and captured La Codoorde 
French fi igate, of 36guns^ and 2^0 men« She was 
parcbated into the service. 

On the i7th of January, the Magiciene frigate, of 
S2 gnnrr Captain Thomas Graves, arrived in Port 
Royal harbour, under jury ma^^ts, having had a severe 
action with La Sybil French frigate, in which she was 
dismasted. The Endymion was in sight at the time, but 
sailed so ill, that she could not get up to assist the Magi- 
ciehe, till the enemy had got so. far ahead as to escape. 
La Sybil soon after lost her masts, and was taken by 
the Hussar frigate. The Alagiciene had sixteen men 
killed and thirty-one woonded. 

In the month of February, Captain Stoney, in the 
Fox» took the Santa Calalina Spanish frigate of 22 guns, 
and 163 men. 

On the 2d of Marcb^ the Resistance» of 44 guns, 
Captain Jameit King, coming through Tork*i Island 
passagej with the Du Guay Trouin, Captain Hulk, in 
GOmpany, di^overed two ships^ at anchor, which CttI 
their cables got under way, and stOi)dto the southward, 
^iie Resistance immediately jgave chace to the stero^ 
most shtp<i, of 520 guns, which lost her main- top-mast^ 
by carrying a press of sail, and then hauled her wind. 
The Resistance presently came up with her, gave her a 
dose from her upper-deckers, and stood after the othcf 
ship of 2d guns, wbicb soon alter began to fire bee 
tter^ cfaace^j and continued so doikig for about fifteen 

4 
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minutes, when the Resistance running along side (o 
leeward, she struck the white flag, after discharging 
her broadside, and possession was taken of the French 
king's frigate La Coquette, pierced for 28 guns, five 
of which had been left ashore at Turk's Island, and 
carrying 200 men, commanded by the Marquis de 
Grasse, a nephew to the celebrated Count de Grasse. 
The Resistance discharged only a few guns, and had 
two of her officeis wounded by the Frenchman's fire. 
La Coquette and her consort, were two transports, 
sailed from the Cape about three weeks before, with 
troops on board, bound on an expedition against Turk's 
Island, which they reduced and fortified, leaving a gar* 
rison of 530 men in the place. A day or two after the 
capture of La Coquette, the Resistance fell in with His 
.Majesty's frigates Albemarle and Tartar, and the Drake 
and Barrington armed vessels, when it was resolved an 
attempt should be made to retake the island ; for which 

\ ;purpose250 men were landed, under the command ol 
Captain Dixon, of the Drake; and the two brigs were 
stationed opposite the town> to cover the disembarka* 
tion, and to dislodge the enemy from the houses ; but a 
bittery of four 24-pounders, and five 6-pounders, be* 

^ ittg unexpectedly opened against them » they were com^ 
pelled to retire : the Drake having seven men wounded, 
and the Barrington two. Captain Dixon, at the same 

I J time, finding it impossible to dislodge the enemy, who 
were advantageously posted behind a strong work, and 
greatly superior in numbers, drew off his men, and re* 

j embarkeil ihcm without loss. The following night the 

I i Tartar Was drove off the bank, and went to sea with 
the loss of an anchor. It was next determined upon to 

^ attack the battery with the large ships ; but the wind 
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coming about to Ibe westward, and blowiiig fcard, «o 
that it was with great diflScalty the ships could be clear- 
«d off the lee shore» the project was abandoned. 

Rear-admiral Lord Hood, who had the preceding 
nionth arrived with the squadron under his command, in 
Port Royal harbour, after having cniissed ibme time off 
. Hispanioia on his passage from New York, sailed with 
the squadron, March 1$, on a cruize off Cape Francois. : 
On the 6tb of April, he received inteUigence of the 
, pieliminarte$4>f a treatj of peace, having been signed ; 
at the same time M. de BellcoBibe, Ihe governor of the 
Cape, sent an officer off to the squadron, with an invi- 
tation to ht^ Royal Highness Mnce WtUiani Henrys j 
who served as a midshipman under his lordship, re- i 
. ^heiting he woddhonatortlie Cape with bis presence; 
.andsilso inviting Lord Hood to enter the haribomr with 
f.the Bniish sqoadron.^ /TheJatter was declined ; but bis 
lordship directed the fioodhound sloop ot war to »• I 
'tceive on board bis Royal Highness, and to carry him ; 
into the harbdor.s ^Upon his arrival be was received j 
'Vifith every honour due to bis exalted rank; above! 
-MCiO; Emidi''and ' Spanish troops lined the streets, I 
- through which he passed to the governor's hottsc, where j 
*iie was entertained in a. inosl magnificent stile. On j 
. .Ih^VthhisRoyalHighnesslefttheCapeandretamedto 

the squadron. Lord Hood immediately bore up and 

<if)roceeded to Jamaica, where the squadron arrived on ; 

iihe 12th. Soon after his Royal Highness Prince WH-! 

*liam HenrjF recfeived a polite letter iicom Don Galvez, i 
the governor of Lontsiina, and commander in dnef of | 
the Spanish. troops at Cape Francoisj the contenU of; 

•iivUch«rei»af-irito^ 
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"Sin, 

^* The Spanish Iroops cantoned Ihrbttghoui Ibe eoon« ' 

tfy, have not, as the French, had Ihe happiness to taker 
up their arms to salute your Royal Highness^ nor that 
^ paying yott those marks of respect and constde* 
ratioa which are ypur due s it is what they will ever 
legret. 

I have in confinement at Louisiana/ the principal 
pt^rson concerned in. the revolt at Nache3» with some 
of his accomplices. They have forfeited their parWe 
and oath of fidelity. A council of war founded ot> 
equitable laws, has condemned them to death, and the 
execution of their sentence waits only my confirmation, 
a» governor of ihe colony. They are' all English. Wilt 
you be pleased, Sir, to accept their pardon and their 
iive!?^ in the name of tiie Spanish ^rmy« and of my 
king ? It^is I trust the least present that can be offered 
to one prince in the name of another. Mine is generous- 
and will approve my conduct. 

•'In case your Royal Highness deigns to Interest 
yourself for thojie unfortunate men, I have the honous 
to send enclosed an order for their being delivered the 
moment any vessel arrives at Louisiana communicating. ^ 
yoiHT pleasure. We shall consider ourselves happy i£ 
this can bo agreeable to you. 

I have the honour to be, &c - 

(Signed), B. D. Galv£z."* 

The following is bts Royal Highnesses answer,, which 

was delivered by Captain Manley Dixon in liio Tobago* 

s)oop of wau 

^ K 2 
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Pori Royai, Jamaica, J/tril l3ti, 1783. 

•'Sir, 

I want words to express to your excellency niy 
sense of yourpoirte letter, of tb6 delicate manner 
ii^ which you made it be ddkeredy and yoar generons 
conduct towards the unforlunawte. Their pardon which' 
y^tt have been pleased to grant on my account, is (he 
,mosl agreeable present you could have offered me, and 
is strongly eharacteristie of the bravery and gaTlantry of 
the Spanish nation. This instance increases, if possible, 
my opinion of your excellency s humanity, which has 
appeared on so many occasions in thexourse of the late 
war. 

V Admiral Rowley is to dispatch a venn€] to Loaistanft 

ror tliC prisoners; 1 am convinced they will ever think* 

of your e^iCeHency"^ ctemency with gratitade ; and I 

have sent a copy of your letter to the king tny father, 
wtio will- be fully sensible of your excellency's attention 
to me. 

"I request my compliments to Mrs. Galvez» 
that you will be assuted, that actions so noble as (hde 

ijf your excellency-s will ever be remembered by 

(Signed) " William Hewry,^ 

s 

In consequence of the above handsome proposal, Ad» 
mtral Rowley dispatched a sloop of virar to Louisiana^ 
and the prisoners were brought up to Jamaica. 

In the month of July, the Spaniard^ equipped a fleet 
for the purpose of bombarding the town of Algiers : 
this armament (the command of which was given to 
Bon Antonio Barcelo), vConsisted of some ships the 
Jine^ eighteen bomb-ketches, several kebe<jues, gun 
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ves<5els and other smalT vessels of war. The fleet ap- 
peared before Algiers on the 1st of August^ and after 
several fruitless attacks and a vast expenditure of am- 
znunition, it was resolved in a council of war, that as no 
effectual impression could be made on the town^ tho. 
fleet sliould return to Spain. # 
I We shall now take a cursory view of the affairs of 
the East Indies. , 

} The Coventry frigate, of 28 guns. Captain Wolse* 
ley, being on a cruize in the bay of Bengal, was cap- 
tured, January 10, by the French fleet of Gingam. • 
^ As a treaty of peace had been concluded and pro- 
claimed at Bombay with the Mahrattas, the company's 
armed snow, the Ranger, of 12 guns, commanded by 
Lieut. Pruen, on the 5th of April, sailed from Bora- 
bay, having on board the Cols. Macleod and Huraber- 
stone. Major Shaw, and olher oflicers, to join the army. 
Gn the morning of the 8th,. they found themselves near 
the Mahratla fleet belonging to Geriah, consisting of 
two ships, a ketch, and eight gallivat*?, which, without 
bailing, or the least ceremony, attacked the Ranger 
^ith great fury. Lieutenant Pruen made a most despe* 
rate defence, fighting his vessel with undaunted bravery 
for four hours and a half, '.vhen almost all on board were 
killed or wounded.. The last hour the two ships and 
ketch were lashed along side of the Rj^nger, in which 
situation the engjigement was continued with muscjuetry 
only ; and the brave defence of the officers and crew 
prevented the enemy from entering the vessel, till, from 
the number of killed and wounded, and mo.^^t of the 
musquets being rendered unserviceable, the fire of the 
Ranger was so much reduced, that any further resis-- 
tance would have been fruitless, and the commander^ 

N 3/ • • 
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was under the necessity qf siriEin^. The instant the 
colours were dovrn, t&e enemf rushed on board, and 
cruelly cut and wounded several of the officers and men, 
while others jumped overboard to avoid UnmedimMi 
death; The officers killed and WMnded in this bloody 
conflict, were Major Shaw shot dead ; Colonel Httii> 
ber^one ^ tfarongh the longs, and died M Geriah on 
the SOtii of April ; Colonel Macleod two wounds in 
bis left hand and shoulder ; aftd a tnaskel*ball passed 
through his body, which pierced his lungs and spleen i 
Lieutenant Stuart, of the . lOOtb regiment, was almCMl 
cut to pneces on boarding ; li^tenant John TayFor, ef 
the Bgrabay (roops, was shot through the body ; JLieiit# 
Seton of the Bombay artiHery, and Lteolenant Pnterf^ 
commander of (he Ranger, were desperately vvoiwided 
With swords on boarding. The same night the Rangtt 
was carried into Oeriah, where the Siibidar and oflSceft 
disowned all knowledge of the, peace, and refused 
te release the vessel iind oflScers withaol ofrders 
from Poonkh. On the 2? th of May she was suffered 
to depart from Geriafa, and on the 29th arrived al Bom- 
bay in a very shattered condition, with Colonel Mac- 

, Jeod and other surviving officers/ 

Sir Edward Hikghes having sailed frMr Bombay for 
the coast of Coromandel, ^|arch 20, wa» informed om 
the night of Ike loth of ApriU by some efficttrs,'priso* 
tters^ who were taken in a grab ship of the enemy's, 
thai the French fleet wa^ in TrinoomaM^ harbeur, 
eeptmg two of their best sailing line of battle ships and 

- two frigates^ which were ordered to cratae off Madras^ 
to Uock up that port and iatereepf all sappiies bound 
to it. Upon receiving ^bts intalKgence, the ad|mra( 
ImmedUteljf Meet edf fbs Madias^ and nduirqd lA^ ^ 

4 
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nmi on the IStb^ withooi having smii any Ibiiig of the 

French cruizers; but being informed that they had been 
in sight of the place the dajr ^fore^ he,dkeeled Captain ^ 
Andrew Mifcbet, in the Saheii» to {mcced to sea, witir 
the Bafferd* Africa, Eagle and Active^ m quest of them. 

On the 1 4lh, Captain Graves* in the Sceptre, who 
bad chased from the fleet> en the J Itb, joined the ad« 
mini* aond bnooght in with him La Naide Fiencfa frigate 

of 30 gans, and J 60 men. ; 

On the 19th of April the Duke of Athol Eastlodiai* 
man which had arrived with the convoy, took fire, and 
in a short time blew up, by which unhappy accident^ 
ten officen end 127 of the best seamen in theAeet pe> 
risbedj who had been sent to her assistance. 

General Stuart, on whom the command of the army 
ftll at the death of 9r Eyre Coote> resolved to attack 
Cuddalore, whete the Marquis de Bussy was posted 
with the greatest part of the French auny. Theadmiralj, . 
in order to facitita^ the operations of the general, di* 
leeted the Pondicherry, Minerva, and Harriet store 
ships, to take on board mttrtary stores and provisions for 
the arQf>y, which was about (o ntarch; leaving five, 
ships of war to cover and protect them, via. the Ists, 
of guns, Caplain Haliday ; Active, $2 ditto, Thos* 
Trowbridge ; San Carfes, 44 ditto, WiUiam White ; 
Naide, SO' ditto> Sir Rkhard John Strachan ; and the 
Chaser, 1 4 ditto, Edward Builer. Also fondicberr^v 
IAiner\fa, and Harriet armed transports. . 

On the 2d of May, Sir Edward Hughes pat to sea 
Sn qiseit of dm enemy, who> he learnt when oflfCadda-j 
lore, w^re still at Trincomal^, refuting with all possible 
ex'peditioD to come to its relief* The admiral from this 
Ime cootin^^ to work to windward afoag Aore, tiif 
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ibe 25th, when he arrived off Trincomal6, and recoil 
qotlrec} Ihe position of Ibe, etiemy*s lupadron which hes 
did not think by any means eligible to^ altack at ancho ro- 
under cover of their gun and moctar baUeries-; the ad- 
mini Iherefove stood to* the souihmrd, to cot off anf i 
i:einfbrcements or supplies that might be sent and left 
firigates to- wateb Iheilr motions^ lost they shooid slip out 
in the nighty and suddenly fall on the men of war and 
store ships off CuddaIore« On^ tba ist of June^. two 
English- seamen who had escaped in a. boat from the- 
French sqjaadron^. informed- tlie admiral that tlie Fen^ 
dantyof 74gQn8* two frigates and two store ships bad- 
slipped out of Trincomale Bay, The admiral bein^ 
apprehensive lest these ships should b.e car^yiog^succouts 
to Cuddalore, bore awaj^ the next dayt for 'the coasfe 
On the 3d he gpt sight of the enemy's ,sh!ps« biit they* 
escaped under cover of the night.. Theadmiral oon-^ 
tinned to cruize to the southward o£ Cuddalore till 
juneO* when several of the ships began to*^ be io^gteat 
want of water, many having sailed from Madras Incom* 
plete; be. therefore anchored with the squadron iu EortfK 
Nova in .order to get a.supply« butfinding. the enemj^ 
was in possession of both banks of the nv^f, was 
under the necessity of going to Tranqaebar^ wbeM nok 

water could be obtained, the wells being^ all dried up^ 
But yii3.was not the only morti^eation s^.tbe fleet vvhicb 
had jailed from Madras 'm a perfeot healthy statet^ be- 
gan to discover symptoms of a dreadful .scurvy, which 
bad already made so rapid* a* progress;, that the-naaber , 
pn board the line of battle ships amounted to no less | 
(ban i 125 m^n^of. whom 6Q5> were io^tbe last stage o£ 
the disorder; these the admiral sent on board Ihe Bristol* 
apd San Carlos to be^convej^toiheixosgi^l at Madras^ 
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XolwIUistanding this precaution, in less than a forN > 
night, the healthiest shifis ha4 fcoui sevcDty io ninety 
iden eachf and ethers double that number, incapable 
of doly. The state to ^hich the crews of the ships*^ 
vrera reduced . did not deter Sir Edward Hughes frcm 
persevering in his resolution to protect and cover the 
army before Coddalo(e» and also to fighti M* do Soffreuii 

should he appear to iLs assistance* 

The enemy's squadron consistiofp of fifteeeaatl of Ihe- 
lii)e» three^ frigates, andafire*ship, were discovered on: 
tbe 13th. to the southward, the wind then from tbal> 
quarter* Sir Edward Hughes got under weighs and: 
used his utmost eQbrts to gein the wind, while the ene- 
my were more sueoessfui in their exertions to preserve* 
it. The fleets having been seven days employed ma- 
lu&ttvhng io sight of eacb.other> tbe enemy, who stiU^ 
kept Ihe advantage of the wmdi abew^ a dbpositieii) 
(0 engage. Accordingly the admiral formed tbe line of 
battle ahead> and brought to^ to reeetve them* At four 
minuteSr past four o^'clock in the afternoon of the 20tb, * 
the van ship of tbe enemy's tine having fired a ^ogle. 
gun to try her cfislance, and although scarcely wilhini 
point blank shot, tlieir wliole fleet b^^n instantly to 
fire, which they continued for about twenty minutei^' 
before a single shot was returned by the British line* 
A heaevy ^saononade ensued on both sides^'and conlinued 
without intermission till seven oVIock, the enemy stills 
preserving their distance^ at that hour they hauled thek 
wind and ittade sail. The next morning the FraUch 
squadron was out of sight. On the 22d Sir Edwasd. 
Hagliea dbeovered them ii& anchor in PondidNny 
Road, where he braved them during the day» and an- 

fbond 'm the eirening witbio their sight. The nmSm^ 
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of $\s:h being conriderabYy increased by the woctnd* 
«ed ; and the extreme want of water, rendered it abso* 
lately necessary for the admiral to proceed to Madras to 
.land the one, and to procure a supply of the -other. 
The loss in this engagement amounted te ninety-nine 
killed, end 4S 1 wounded ; a few brave officers were 
included in both lists. This was the fifth and last battle 
between Sir £dward Hughes and M» de Su^rein ; all of 
which were fought with determined bravery on both 
sides. No two fleets were more equally opposed to 
each-other; nor more skill and intrepid courage dia* 
• played. Thus terminated the naval war in India, 

The French fleet returned to Cuddalore ; and on the 
9Sth of June, Sir Edward Hughes anchored in Madras 
Road, where he received intelligence (though not 
official) of sufficient authority, to induce him to dispatch 
the Medea frigate, as a flag of truce, to M. de S jflrein, 
and the Marquis de Bussy, to acquaint them that the 
firelirainaries of a general peace had been signed and 
ratified. On the 4-lh of July the Medea returned with 
answers from M. de SuflFrein and the Marquis de Bussy, 
by which they concurred in a cessation of hostilities by 
sea and land; and an immediate release of prisoners 
-on both sides. 
. On the 5th of November the Superbe was forced 
fiom her anchors in Tellicherry Head, in a gale of 
wind, and drifting on diose, struck upon a rock, and 
sftnk^ 

On the 22d of August the Duke of Kingston East- 
India ship,, was burnt by accident when within a few 
days sail of ' Madras* Captain Nutt and the crew were 
skyed by tl^e ships to company « 
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Sute^f Ihe navies of Great Brilain, France, Spain, , 
and HoUa&d, ia commiMioo mi the end of the year 1782« 



V 

Gicat Britaiii. rftnce. tpsio. HoUanii 

Line sbips^.i..... 105.«.^89.»..&3«.«..S2 ^ 

Fifties 13.... 7.... 3.... 0 

Large frigates. 63....49....12 \ ^3 
Small diUo ...... 59.. ..54.. ..36 > 

Sloops.......... 217 S6.«.,SK...13 

Cutters 43.;.. .22.... 0.... O 

Armed ships 24.... 0....' 0.... O 

Bombs 7...« 5. ...14.... 0 

Fireships sT.... 7 H 6 

Yachts «. 5.... 0.... 0.... 0 



The following are the names Of the captains of His 
Majesty's navy, killed since the comm^ncemenf of this 
war, with this names of each ship they commanded, 
and on what station they were. ^ 

Captains' names. Ships' oameSi 

Captain Watson, ...... Conqueror. 

GriiBth, ...... Ditto* 

Hon. Hen. St. John,, -..-.Intrepid. ' 



Captai n B^y ne,. ....... A Ifred, 

Blair,' Anson. 
Ld. Rob. Manners, .^...••Resolution. 
Everett, ...*..Rttby. 
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East Indies. 

* CapUin!>'namei. Ships' Dame#» 

Captain SiephenSt Superb* 
Reynolds, . • • 1 • . Exeter* 

Hmh Jmerkis. ^ 
Captaiii Smitii^ «...«^...Trepas8ey^ 

Captaan Pownall, Apollo. 

Macarloejr, Friocess AiUjeluu 

The number of prisoners of war in England, Fi ench, 
Dutch/ Americans^ and Spaniardsj amounted t<> 4160 
men to be exchai^^cd. 

« 

» 

V 

r 

r 

I 
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Having imghi mtr 2f^[ Histciy down to Ae €o0cbui6a . 

^tf the American war, we shall mw, agreeable to our filan and 
Jnomise, Jtresent our readers with some Bitgra/ltiieal Sketches 
rf tke mast eminent Naval Commanders, wia terminated ih^ir 
Iwej between ihejcars 1763 and 1783. 



• SIR CHARLES SAUNDEBS. 

THIS bfave and distinguisRed commander entered 

early into the royal navy, and was so esteemed by that ' 
andoubied judge of tiaval merits Ihe late Lord Amon, at 
to be appointed on his recommendation, first lieaLenant 
of his own ship the Centarion, when he sailed on the 
expedition to the Sooth Seas in September, 1741. In ' 
February following, during their stay a,t Port St. Julian^ 
on the. coast of Patagonia, which was occasioned by 
an accident that happened to the Tryal's main-mast, 
Mr* Saunders was promoted by the Commodore to the 
command of that sloop, in the room of Captain Cheap, 
removed to the wager. But Captain Saunders lying 
dangerondy ill of a fever on board the Centurion, and 
it being the opinion of the surgeons, that (he removing 
him i>n board his own ship in his present condition 
might hazard bis life, Mr. Anson gave an order to Mr. 
Sauroarez, first lieutenant the Centujrion, to act as 
master and commander of the Tryal during the illness 
of her captain* 

In the passage^'ouiKl Cape Horn jCapt. Sannders^out 
of bis small complement of 80 men, buried about half; 
and, arriving at the island of Juan Fernandez soon after 
(he commodore, lest any ships of the squadron should 
have mistaken the neighbouring island of Massa Fuera 
Ar thai ol Femandes, alt its bays and creeks were, by 
Mr. Anson's orders^ more particularly examiaed by 

\0L, i\u o 
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€!»plu|i Sramtai fnajni Mr. Robkii^ the fe«I auffior of 

L<1. AmoWi Voyage), ' than it ever bad i>een before or 
perhaps wifl he again i* tbough in ihi% tast:circnm«^ 
Bimk09 be fi MstakeB, m Captain Carle^t (see HnwkeiH 
worth *s Voyages) in May, 1767, ranch loore accurate!/ 
surveyed (hat island, and has also given a chart of it. 
It is observable that th^ Spaiiiardii, (akeii soon after in a 

f rwj by the CmMirfpUt ivN|^a«(09isi}e4 ftt laeiog ibe 

Tryal sloop ai anchor ; and that, after aU theii^ feligues* 
4bje £agUsh coul^ hav@ so soon cefiiled such a vessel on 
liiespot; andcoaid Mma ki^ve Ibat stucli a baubhi 

IS that could pass raund CapQ Horn, when the besi 

ihips of ^aki obliged 10 put biok« On SapiMH 

ber 1$, 1741, Captain Saunders, being dispatched on a 
off Valparais(jt>. took a Igrge nmrcbantman* ^ 
€00 tons bound to that port ftom Calla6& Bui to 6alaa«a 
. ibis success, the Tr^al soon aft^r sprung both her mastna 
and besides was so leaky, that on joining difl csmw^ 
dore, lie found it necessary to take out her people and 
destroy her, a^d in bee stead appointed her priaa to iae 
a frigate in His Majesty *s service, mounting ber witb 
twenty guns, manning tier with the Tryal's crevf, and 
givilig comoussipns to the captaia aod ofberofioefaac* 
4:ordif^ly, After scuttling and sinking her. Captain 
Saunders, with bis new frjg»te (calM the Tryal Priae}^ 

%vas dispatched on a cruize off the high land of Valpa- 

raisQi ia company with the CenUuion's prisse, whefe» 
however, (hey had no saecesSf and so prooeedad down 
the coa&i to the rendezvous off Nasca> where tbQ)F 
joined the eottmodore, November & From that tiao 
till the April following Captain Saunders kept company 
with the eoomiodore ; but (hen» the wbole number o% 
hwd the squadron not amounting to the complieun^ 
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<»f a fourlh mte lau of wao it waa agreed to lieslroy 
the TrjraPf and other prizes, and to re- in force the Gloof 
Chester with the best part of faer crew : and accordinglj^ 
<to April 27, they wevetbvfed on «hofe« andacattledm 
tile harbour of Cheqaeian^ 

Soon after 4be CenutrioQ.^ arrival at Macao, in China, 
in November, 1742, Captain Saunders took bis pa<;9age 
la EMgl&udjon board a Swedish ship, .charged wiib dis«» 
fMnHahes from^becoomodore, and arrived in tbeDawna 
in May, 1743. By liiis means he lost the great emoiii- 
teenu ibitt attended ihe tafiture of die Maniiia gaHei» 
in June following. We have not been able to learn 
vkat .ships this brave officer commanded (as we caii 
fBurdiy suppole (« Was tmemployed) ttti Ifiareh, 1744, 
when he was nrndecaptain of the Sandwich, of (>0 guns. 



i1 




■ 





October 14, 1747> when, being commander of tfae 
Yariwauihy of 64 guns, km the isqnadron ef Admind 
Hawke, he had a great >share in Ihe victory ef thatilay^ 
the Neptune and Monarque, tboih of 7 4. guns, striking, 
io faim : and!, Iboagh fae^iad tiiaanty-itwo asenlciU^ antt 
seventy wounded, he gallantly proposed to Caplams 
^mnMiiea .abd jRodnegr tfafe panning the two ships that 
<miped, which Ibey in xotReqoence engaged, and pro* 
Jbabijr would have taken, if the death of Captain Sau« 
iBaMSB (isiir hlsnrii iisMpw-i i e u t anoi it hi the Oenturion) 
}iad not occasioned his ship ^to haul her wind, and do no 
aeoae iiervte. On the trial <of Captain Fox, of liie 
£ent, for misbehaviobr on that day, November 2j, 
^ar Captaia^wasene of the witnesses against him. Ihi 
April, 1750^ he waseleclndviefnbercf ParU«meiit*ftir 
<Piyaioulh, in the room of Lord Vere Beauclerk, de- 
'jj^eined. Xn Mag^r Mb. Saaaders sailed aft ^cda* 

b2 
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fDodore» in tfaq Peo2ance, of 40 giint^ to protect ibe 
Newfoundland fishery, with instructions also to locik 
for a supposed island m iat. 49.deg. 40 min, longitude 
24 deg. 30 min. from the Lizard* in search of which 
Commodore Rodney (some weeks before) had cruized 
ten days in vain. It is needless to add that Commodore 
Saunders had no b jUer success. In April, 11 5 i-, he 
was appointed treasurer of Greenwich Hospital, an 
oflice» which on Jits farther prjomotton, he resig^ied ; rnnd 
in the parliament that met at Westminster, May t^i, he 
was returned for Heydon» in Yorksbiie, by the interest 
of his great and constant friend Lord Anson. In March, 
1155, a war being apprehended, Mr. Saonders was 
appointed captain of the !Prince« a new 90 gun ship ; 
and in June he treated with the uttnost magaificeocct 
on board his ship at Spitbead, tbe nobility wbo came 
to see the firings of the fleet on the anniversary of tha 
King's accession* This oonuinand he resigned isi De- 
cember following, on being appointed comptroller of 
the navy ; and on this occasion^ his seat in parliament 
being vacated, he was reflected. About tbe same time 
he was chosen an elder brother of the Trinity-house* 
In.June, 1756, on advice being received ot tbemie* 
conduct of Admiral Byng, off Minorca, a large promo- 
tion of flag-oSicers was made purposely to include Mi^« 
.Saunders; and he was sent immed&teiy to the Med** 
terranean as rear-admiral of the blue, with Sir Edward 
Hawke, to take the command of tbe fleet* . And on 
Admiral Hawke's return to England, in January, 1757, 
tbe .sole command devolved on him. In February* 
17S9» Mr. Saunders was appointed vice*admical of the 
blue, and sailed from Spitliead on board the Neptune^ 

ef 90 gfms, February 17/ {with Cenerat. VKoUe on 
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%otrd) » -fMi^ mvd eommamler op the ^pedHfon ib 

"^u^bec, file success of which is too well known to 
need any ibrther mention. Reliitnmg from Ihatglori- 
tuts contjuest, in JTevember, with Oen€i*1 Towmhend, 
Ihey were informed, in the chops of the channel, of 
Mte BfelitsqtixlBrdrnlia^^ing smiei, onr^Mcfc ihe adminll 
took the galttint resolution of going to join Sir Edvrard 
il\l#ket thMgh Mhhout orders. But that affair warn 
iiccTded before his arrival. Landmg at Cork, he arrived 
i^tBublin^ December 15j where, going to the play^ be 
MN'ijitWiiKiMi'lby tlie wdienee with (he highest demoiistra* 
tions of applause. December 26, he arrived in Lon* 
9Hk - ¥t>r Ais greM service Mr. Saunders was appoint<x- 
ed lieutenant-general of ihe marines ; and on Jiis taking 
^ seal m the house of commons, Januarj 2$, 1160, 
tttl-^Ma of <ihat house wefe given to 1iim by (he 
speaker. Way *2l, he saiied from -fit. Helen's, with 
Ihe Neptune, &c» to t^ke the command in the Mediter* 
ranean. On May 26, 1761, he was installed a Kniglit 
of (be Bath in King Henry the ^Seventh's Chapel; and 
in the parliament, whicb met November % was re- ^ 
elected for Heydon. In October 1762, Sir Charles 
Saunders was advanced to the rank of vice^aditiiral of 
the white ; and on September }6, 1766, having some 
time hmd a seat ai the admirahy-board, he Was swora 
if His Majesty's Moat honourable privy council, anA 
appointed first ^d of' tbe dthnrralty . fiu; this post be 
It ti Uk ilMf kh6m'twh ttonths. In fhe funeral procession 
ef the Dake of York, November 3, 1767, he was one 
ai«ltie^a«rais who supported the canopy. In tbe neiir. 
fi^ment^ Which met May \0, 1768, he was agam 
ebosen iof' H^don. In October, t770» be was ap« 
t>obted»dttM<»f-fte-«ae. la the p«&m«kit which 

* ^ 
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met November 29i» 1774, Sir Cbarles Saunders was m 

foorih time chosen for the borough of He^don ; and re- 
markable and much lo his honour^ thai five hours 
after his lamented deaths .which happened at his house 
in §pring*Gardens, on December 7, 1775, (of the gou| 
in his^ stomach) a just eabgijim was paid^^im io that 
house by two inembers, (Sir George Savile and Mr. 
Bttrlcf J distinguished for • their virtues and abilities. 
His corpse was privately interred in Westminster*ab* 
bey on the I2th^ near the monument of General Wolf^ 
* his brother of the war/ To Admiral Keppel (who 
had been lieutenant with him in the Centurion) he 
left 5000i. and 12001. per ann« ; to Admiral Sir Hugh 
Palliser 5000lr ; to his nephew 200l. per ann. ; and lo a 
young lady tbat^ lived with him 400l. per ann* and 
all bis household fumiture» except plate and pictorei^ 
which he gave (o his niece, together with the bulk of 
his fortune. 



EDWARD LOBD HAW&R 

THIS gallant English admiral, was the son of £dw. 
Hawke, esq. of Lincoln's Inn^ an eminent barrister«at« 
Jaw, and entered into the navy at an early a^e. After 
having, with great reputation, passed the necessary sub* 
ordinate stations, he was about the year 17SJ*, made 
commander Ike Wolf sloop of war ; and on the 20th 
of. March, 1 7S3-*4r, promoted to the rank of post-cap* 
tain, and appointed to the command of the Fiambo- 
^ rough. In 1740 he commanded the Lark, of 40 guns; 
and in the course, of ten years/, was progressive)/ ad* 
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vanced to be captain of (he Berwick, of 70 guns, 
which was stationed in the van of tlie British fleet under 
Rear-admiral Rowley, in the engagement off Toulon^ 
in which Admiral Matthews commanded in chief* In 
Ibis acltODy Captain Hawke, rising superior to the con* 
duct prescribed hy the precise form of discipline, bore 
out of the line of battle, and attacked the Poder, a Spa* 
nish ship of 60 guns, with soch. impetuosity, that at the 
firU broadside be kiiled Iwenty- seven of her nien> and 
dismonnled seven of her lower^^deck guns; soon after 
.which she struck ; but beipg almost reduced to a wreck, 
aad the whole French fleet bearing down, he was 
obliged to abandon his prize. It is reported, but on 
what ground we know not, that he was brought to a 
eonrt-marlial forbiseonduci in the foregoing encounter, 
and sentenced to be dismissed the service for breaking 
the line, and fighting without order ; bat that he waa 
immediately restored to his rank by the express com- 
mand of George II. It seems very uiiaocountable that 
we find nothing idated of this renowned duiracter liH 
the 15th of July, 1747, when he was promoted to the 
rank of rear-admiral of the white, and sent with a strong 
fleet to intercept a number of French nie:c lantmen, 
jwbicb were expected to sail Stom Nantz and Brest, 
4er convoy of some men of war. He felt in with theA 
near shore, when the French men of war lay to, and 
)engage4« by which their convoy had an opportunity of 
escaping* Admiral Haw ke hoisted his fiag on board 
i|||lj9^j|j^va^kshire, whk;h, at the b^inning oi the action 
riWilpreirenleci from engaging by the E^gle twice falling 
^jOl^bo^rd her, the wheel of that ship being shot to pieces, 
^Utoeby she became tinaianageaUe. Nor was this tt^ 
only Qib^iwle to hinder, th^ gallant admiral frpm bearii^g 
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4own ; Tor the breeches of the lower-ded( g^m 4rf tiftr 
Oevonshtre broke, so thai the gEr>s btew fore and aft, 
4iti9 the thip mm dbligtd to be shot tt^fited: tot «9 ^odi» 
V0S ibis defect was supplied, the admiral renewed iber 
'Mdon. She FiMchJMii 4si mwt vmte t'lilcefif vi!^ ^ihte 
Terrible, of 74guni5, iind 686 mieiv; the M<mafrch, 
^4 giinsy «fKl 676 men ; Le Meplane, of 70 guBS^ and 
«6B({'iileii:; .La Tridksnt, of €4 «»d €50 tnen $ lie* 
Tougeux, of ^ gnos, and 6Minen ; and La Severne, 
of £0 ' g«n^ and 9BO mtm. Mr, Hm«vke wmi>9eA *t 
Porttmouth, with his prizef, on the 3 1 st of October f 
ittad, m a reward ibr his great bravery and good ooih 
duct, was irMrettcd iwitb the fioncnmble order tff tiUfr 
iSatfa^ tboagh he was not installed liii Jane, 1749. Ith. 
Janaary, i747«g, hewtosonltMd 6at wUb a ^foniton 
"to cruize in ilie soundings, when he removed his flag 

r> tiie Koni^ .the Noltingbdiai md ^limd, two cf 
vbips of bk squiditt^ bad Ibe^good forltme lo>cap* 
tare, op tbe SI, the Magnanfaoe, a Freiicti ship of war, 
laf 74 gum. Natfatsift more of any iiii)M>ninide lorft 

-place during the cTUiEe; and peace being f«oon after- 
9wd«og0eod on bo fimtty eatamod io SfiliieAd on 
the ^24th of July, 1748, having been advanced to be 
me^odmiral of the blue, on the i 2ih of May pijaceiiing. 



11 




M 





oeotio convoy^ the transports, with the intended llo# 

lotHort of tlie provtoee of Novm^coiia ; Bnd pertbnpotl 

liis duty with that integrity and care which might 
ioialJy have been expedod iirom a man of bk bonooc 
9mA ^oracUy. 4fc ^orwifds «it as proaideiil idn isa >ts 

j^i court-martials, in which his impartiality and sirkt 

•dbcfonoe to justioo weoe feHy 4i$fi9yeA, Matfy ooinh^ 
"taaaoed by rank or toaneciioos. On tbe iMh of Av^ 
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gust, 1750, having the command of a squadron riding 
at Spitiiead, he was visited on board the Monarcli by 
the Prince and Princess of Wales, with several of their 
children, an honour which had never before been con- 
ferred on any admiral. On the 9lh of January, 1755, 
he was appointed vice-admiral of tlie white; and on 
the 2 1 ^t of July ensuing, he sailed from Portsmouth, 
with a fleet of eighteen men of war, on a cruize in the 
Bay of Biscay, from whence he returned to St. Helen's 
on the 29lh of September. In 1756 he was appointed 
to succeed Admiral Byng in his command of the Aledi- 
lerranean fleet. Accordingly he sailed from Portsmouth 
on this important expedition, superseded Admiral Byng, 
^and commanded tije remainder of the year ; but the 
French fleet not appearing, nothing of any importance 
occurred during that period. On the S i-th of June, 
1757, he was appointed to command the squadron, 
>vhich, with a body of land forces under the command 
of Sir John Mordaunt, was sent against Rochfort, on 
' the coast of France. In this expedition the late Gene- 
ral Wolfe went a volunteer, landed on the coast of 
France, and expressed a desire of landing the troops. 
Sir Edward Hawke also engaged to do every thing in 
his power to assist the land force, in their attempt 
against Rochelorl ; but, from some inexplicable cause, 
•nothing was done, except taking the small island of 
Aix. On the 3d of April, 1758, Sir Edward forced a 
numerous fleet of French merchantmen on shore in the 
Basque road. Afterwards, in the same year, he was 
second in command, in the Ramilies, Lord Anson be- 
ing commander in chief; but being seized with a vio- 
lent fever in the Bay of Biscay, he was obliged precis 
pilately to return home. The achievement which 
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will immortalize the meTnary qf thh able sed^^, Nwra» 
the defeat of the French diMt under M. Conilam, om 
tln^OtlKif November, \tS% off BeHeiskH hf ^htcli 
. their long-roeditated descent on Ireland was fr ustrated^ 
Md a docishre stroke gimi to tbe im«al pDvrar ^ 
France. ^ Edward returned with hrs vietorimit -fleet 
to Plymouth, on the 17th of January^ l?60f .and, oil 
thiR 21 si, having lepatred to LmioRf waa infBrmiuemA * 
to His Majesty, who received him with the most cor* 
dial affisctien^ and distinguished mafks of-iaMiir. Foi^ 
ther to signify his sensas/of this mfxittatit tervkie, 
immediately settled a pension on him of UQOblm fer amw 
•Sar his own lifey and mmsairely to hit lwx> sons« Tina 
public applause and favour with which he was received{|i 
iraseqaaU if not sttperior^to wiia^ had ever tmn wmai- 

fcsted on a similar occasion. On the '28tii of January, 
1760, Sir Edward attended bis duty in parliamonty of 
^wMdi he was a aieniber for ibelown of PontfMntb, when 
the speaker (Mr. Onslow) informed him, i\m tfie houa% 
bad univerHilly iresolved, that their fhanka riNiald 
given him for the late splendid victory be had obtained 
over the French fleet/' The thanks wefe aftersvaida 
delivered to Sir Edward, in which many of 'Wsfwrvtodi 
were very gradually ndticed. The whole of tliean 
4rooid meeied our |yresoribed limits, bat we fMoOt 
deny ourselves the pleasure of introducii>g the foHow- 
tng part : Yonr trust, sir^ was ef tbe highest na* 
<ufe : b«t to which your-character of courage, *fidelity» 
^igilance^ and abilities, were known to be eq^al* - Yoa 
soon iireed'us firom fears, and have aoawered aU ear 
hopes that bravery and conduct could give, or lurbuknt 
aeas and aaasom -would admit of ; even the laat -did nM 
disMlcb w diauoish yxmt spirit and vigpar. Yu4i iiad 
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«eimMRl ifae«nemy in tinir fDttu in tdeir «btef ncvul / 

<brcc, (ill shanae, perhaps, or de'^pcration, brought ^ 
tbcm fottli at htt« You foaj^t thoiD, &ubdued them ; 
and, in tlieip confeskm and (Ksmay, made Ihose wboi 
Couid e^^cape to seek their seciirkjr in digbt and dis« 
gnee/ ~8ir Edward^ reply to Uia speafcnr was as Mf^ 
lows:— ''Mr. Speaker^ I own myself greatly at a 
low as to the proper maniW q£ acjinowledging the 
great honour conferred on me by this august house, in 
their distinguished approbatioD of my conduct on the 
£Oth of November last. In doing my utmost, 1 only 
did the duty I owed my king and country, which has 
ever been, and shall be, my greatest ambiUoo to per* 
ferm faithfally and honestly to the best of my ability* 
I can assure this honourable houset that 1 receive this 
mariKi of honour with the greatest ve»peetj and sbalt . 
ever retain the most grateful sense of it.** 

On the Idth of August, 1760, Sir Edward Hawlie ' 
sailed from Spilhead iu the Royal George, of 100 guns, 
to relieve Admnral Boscaw^en in the Bay of Biscay : and 
on the 4th of the next month he sent Lord Howe, in 
the Magnanime, with the Prince Frederic and Bedford 
*men of war, to attack a fort on the isle of Dumef^ 
which soon surrendered ; but Sir Edward was not in 
any oiber engagement during that war. On the 5 tb of 
November, 1765, he was promoted to the rank of vtce» 
admiral ; and on the 2d of December, in the following 
year, appointed first lord of the admiralty ; in wbidi 
station he continued till the 9th of January, 177 1, when 
he volontarily designed it. In consideration of the great 
and eminent services which Sir Edward had rendchred 
to bis coantry, iiis Majesty was graciously }>ieased to 
advance him ttr the dignity of a peer of Qreat Britain, 




Digitized by Google 



by Ihc style and title of Baron Hawke, of Towton^ in 
the county ofYbrk^^by lellert patent, bearing date 

May ^20, 1776. He was a man of true gallantry and 
unsullied integrity $ pursoiog the same line of conduct 
to the last moment of his life. He died universally r^ 
spected and lamented^ on ibe'17tii of October^ 17Si« 



CAPTAIN WILLUM BAYNE, 

SERVE!) in 1755, as a Heotenant on board the Tor* 

bay, the flag-ship of Vice-admiral Boscawen. Previous 
to bis promotion to the rank of post-captain in the navy, 
be Gommanded the Woolwich^ of 44 guns. It does 
not appear that this gentleman held any subsequent 
command, till after the commencement of the war with 
France in 1778 ; soon after which he was appointed to 
the Alfred, of 74 guns. After a short time he was or- 
dered to the West Indies, and was present at the en<» 
gagement with the Coai>t de Grasse on the i ith of 
April, 178f* ^ He then accompanied Sir Samuel Hood 
to North America, and was also present at the encoun* 
ter with the ^me opponent on the 5th of September 
following^ off' the Chesapeak, . On both these occa* 
sions he led the van of (he ileet, owing to insurmountar 
ble obstacles. The Alfred having received great in- 
jury by running foul of the Nymph frigatCj she was re- 
fitted, and Captain Bayne resumed his original station, 
but soon afterwards he was posted second in the line, in 
consequence of Captain Burnet^ a senior ot&cer, having 
joined the fleet, in the Royal Oak. We come now to 
xciale the memorable^ cncountf^r which terminated the 

'2 
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life and services of this very gallant ulFicer. This was 
the partial skirmish between a part of the English and 
French fleets on the 9th of April, 1782; and which 
proved a prelude to the decisive victor) over ilie Coiuit 
de Grasse three days afterwards. This indecisive actios 
was chiefly memorable on account of the melancholy 
death of Captain Bayne. The firing commenced al 
eight o'clock, and continued lilf after twelve; a short 
time beiore which Captain Bayne received a cannon- 
aholy as already mentioned. He was greatly extolled 
and lamented by his commander in-chief, as well as by 
his brother officers, and the crew. To perpetuate the 
memory of his worth and o^aHantry ; in consequence of 
a parliamentary apphcation to the kiog, a monument 
was erected in Westminster ^ Abbey to the joint 
memory of Captain Bayne, Captatn Blair, and Lord 
Robert Manners^ who were immediately ktlled« or died 
soon after In consequence oi their v^oaudi. 



SIR SAMUEL CORMSIi 

^ IS said to have served a regular apprenticeship to the 
master of a collier, and afterwards to have enlered him- 
self as a private seaman on board one of His Majcsi) 's 
ships. Other accounts inform us that be was originally 
in the India service, and introduced into the navy at 
the instance of Captain Samuel Mead. But» however 
inferior his original station may have been, his diligence' 
and activity soon opened a road tor his advancement, 
and io a short time he was appointed boatswain of the ' 
ship tn which he served* Having passed through several 
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iobordtnaie ritottlioM, he at length became a crantts- 

iioned officer ; and about ilie end of the year 1741, 
was advanced to the oontmand of a bomb-ketrb. Oa 
the 1 2th of March, 174-2, he was appointed captain of 
the Nannar; from which ship he was removed to tbe 
Guernsey, and was present at the eneeunter with tfttt 
French and Spani&ii fleets oli Toulon. In iJA^s he was 
appeisted to the Uniaii» a second late, one of lh« 
Channel fleet, during that season, under tbe orders of 
liOrd Anson. On May 19, 1759, he was appointed a 
commodore to go to the East Indies, with a small squa* 
- dron» tulended as a re-inforcemenl to Mr. Pocock, will] 
^hom- he ibrmed a junction on the 18ih of October, 
off Madras. In February, 1760, he was detached, 
«nth part of tbe squadron to fori St. George, where he 
arrived on the 28lh of February. On the 5th of April 
the important fortress of Caracal surrendered to the sea 
and land forces tinder the admiral, himself, and Major 
Menson ; by the reduction of which, and two other 
places of less importance, the French were circum- 
scribed within the walls of Pondicherry ; which itself 
. was soon^ afterwards reduced by Rear-admirai Stevens, 
Mr. Cornish, and Colonel Coote. Mr. Cornish was 
advanced to be rear-admiral of the white in 176<), and 
in the ensuing year id be rear<admiral of the red. On 
i;he death of Mr. Stevens, May 17, 1761, he succeeded 
to the supreme command in that part of the world ; and 
the rupture with Spain furnished him with an opportu* 
otty of again displaying his gallantry and talents, in tbe 
conquest of the Manillas. The operations of that glo* 
rious and successful expedition have been already 
kid before onr readers. On the 21st of October, 
Kr62, as though in sympathetic gratitude for the gal- 
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fint service he bad rendered, be was promoted at bome 
to be vice-admiral of the blue. Peace having been 
concluded sood after bis very hiilliajnt success^ tbe vice* 
admiral returned to Euiope wiili the greater part of his 
force, and does not appear to have held anj commaDd 
doring the remainder of his life. On the 9th of Janu- 
ary, 1766, he was advanced to the rank of a baronet 
of Great Britain, and soon afterwards elected a repre- 
seniative in parliament for the borough of -Shoreham, 
He ako received some addition to fats naval rank» beii^ 
advanced to that of vice-admiral of the red on the 28lh 
of October, 1770. But he did not long Aoivive the 
IbbI promotioti, ibr belied two days afterwaids^ anttei^ 
aatly esteemed as a brave GOuimander> a wortliy friend, 
and a truly honest man. An anecsdote is related of hka 

which strongly marks the character of an honest, bluot 
seaman. The form of tbe agreeKoent for tbe xaosoaii 
which has never yet been paid, was settled between 
tiie Spani&b archbishop and General Draper. 7be lal^ 
ter» being" an excellent scholar, the whole of ^ con^ 
versation and subsequent arrangement passed in Latin. 
' When tbe demur and refui^al of the Spanish coort te 
pay the stipulated sum took place, on the paltry ground 
of misunderstanding between the negocialing parties. 
If f. Cornish exclaimed humottPMisly, and with an aA' 
fectation of anger, that he never would again accept 
ef a command where his colleague spoke i^n." 
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LOM) VISCOUNT KEPPEt, 

WASlIie son of William Anne, second Earl of AILc- 
niarle» and born on the 2d,of Aprils 1725. He was 
sent at an early age to sea under the care of Commodore 
Anson^ when thai gentleman was ordered to the South 
Seas. At the attack of PaUa, one of the very few hos^ 
tile encounters in which that armament was concerned » 
he is said to have had a narrow escape ; for iiaving on a 
jockey cap> one side of the peak was shaved oflT, close 
■to his temple, by, a ball^ which, however, did him no 
injury. No farther mention is made of Mr. Keppel^ 
in the account of Conimodore Anson's voyage, except 
. that he was promoted to the rank of Heulenant after tbtt 
' capture of the galleon. On his lordship's return (o 
ilngiand, he was promoted lo the command of a sloop 
of war, and on the 11th of December^ in the same 
year, to be captain of the Sapphire frigate. . This ves- 
sel was employed as a cruizer^ a service in which ber 
commander was extremely active, and in the month of 
^ April, 1745, captured a large and valuable French 
ship, called the Atahnta. On the 20th of the follow** 
ing month be vanquished a Spanish privateer, belong- 
ing to Biiboa, called the Superbe. ' In 1746, after bav* 
ing been removed to the Maidstone, of 50 guns, he 
captured the Ferret, a small French privateer, but was 
not otherwise successful in the course of that year. In 
chasing a French privateer, pn the '^7th of July, 1747, 
he ran so close to the coast of France, that (be Maid- 
stone was unfortunately lost, but the lives of himself 

and crew were happily preseri'ed. Being honourably 
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acqoitled of all blame that might be thought attacftabfe 
to that «eideiit» he was appointed captain of the Fox, 
©f 60 guns, one of the cruizers in Ihe channel. The 
pmlicai states of Barbarj, who had for a considerable 
fiiBief been bribed into ciffllt)^ to the English itsg, hap- 
pened at this time, to give a loose to their predatory 
^Bapositien* Four Algerine creiners iett in with Ibd 
Prince Frederic packet-boat, bound from Lisbon to 
Fadmoatb> wrhicb tbey detained under the frivotens pre«^ 
lexti that the captain mmed in ¥he eommission was not 
on board, and that the money and diamonds with which 
ihe was fireigbted, belonged to the Jews. They there- 
fore carried her into Algiers, where they plundered het^ 
of all the efi^ts on board, eatimated at 25,000h and de« 
tained the vessel twenty-three days, all which time the 
crew were civilly treated, and suffered no loss in their 
privafle property. After the Algerines had thns pltrai- 
dered the vessel, they suffered her to proceed on her 
voyage, md she arrived at Falmouth on ihe 7th of May* 
1749. This outrage occasioned seven ships of war to * 
be fitted out immediately, the command was given to 
Commodore Keppel, who took on board certath pre* 
Bents to Ihe dey, the forwarding of which had been neg- 
lected, ^and which that prince having been long accus« 
tomed to receive, laid claim to by prescription. The 
commodore was also charged with a letter from the se- 
cretary of state, demanding restitution- of the effects 
which bad been thus seized^ Mr. Keppel arrived there 
the beginning of August, and in the audience of the 
dey, made known the purport of his embassy. The 
niussnlman accepted the presents, but declared himself 
unable to make the restitution, as the property in ques- 
litni was now litspersed among mdividuais, from whom 
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it could by no means be collected. The commod<^iiij 
finding he could not obtain a more satisfactory answer, 
proceeded to Port Mahon, from whence he, dispatch^ 
the Tryal sloop for farihec instructions from tl)e admi- 
ralty. Government, however, thought propep to pass 
by tfaeatTront^ and received an ambassador from Uie 
Algerines. In September, 1754, he was appointed 
commodore of the squadron sent to escort th^ troops 
from Virginia, which were commanded by the unfortu* 
rate Gen. Craddock ; and, returning to Europe alter his 
defeat, was appointed to the Swittsure. From that 
ship he was«removed into the Torbay, and ordered into 
the Mediterranean with a squadron that consisted of. four 
ships, but on account of the sickness of the crew, was 
obliged to return to Plymoulh. In the ensuing month 
be was sent out senior officer of a small squadron, and 
ordered to cruize in the sounding!;. ^ No other particu* 
lar mention is made of him til) the ensuing year, when 
he served under Sir Edward Hawke, in the expedition 
against Rochfort, but had no opporlunily of signalizing 
himself. At the conclusion of the year he was appointed 
•corom*nder-tn-chief of the expedition against the French 
settlement of Goree, in Africa : be sailed with a con- 
siderable squadron, on the 19th of October; and the 
-following concise account of the enterprize, in a letter 
to the secretary of state, is given by the commodoie 
himself i— ? 

♦ 

Sir, 

"I arrived here with the squadron under my com* 
mand on the 28th of December last, in the evening. 

The next morning, agreeable to His Majesty's instruc* 

tion, I attacked with the sbtps^, the fort and batteries 
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Dti the island of Goree, which were soon-redaced 1q 
desire peruiissiun to capitulate. The governor's de^ 
mands were, to be allowed to march (he French iroopf 
out of the garrison with the honours of war. His terms 
I absolutely rejected^ and began a fresh attack ; it wajt^ 
however, but of short dujation, when the forts,, gam* 
SOD^ &c. surrendered at discretion to His Majesty's 
squadron/' • ' . 

The commodore having taken his prisoners on board* 
and left a sufficient garrison lo secure (us conquest, re- 
jpaired to Senegal, on ibe 27 th of January, in order to 
make some necessary arrangements there ; which, be^ 
ing accomplished, he returned to England, and arrived 
^ there on the ist of March. He passed the remainder 
of the year as a private captain in the channel fleet, 
under Sir Edward Hawke, and greatly assisted in the 
. defeat of the French armament under the Marquis de 
Conflans ; the Torba)^ closely engaged the Thesse> of 
74' gunsj, and at length sunk her, when all on board pe- 
rished; every attempt to save the njen being ineffectual 
whilst the sea ran mountains high. In 1760 a power* 
ful armament had been prepared by the British ministry 
for an expedition on the coast of France, but the death 
of George IL put a temporary stop to the progress of 
that plan. It was resumed, iiowev^r, in the ensuing 
spring ; and that very con^erable force, which, dur- 
ing the preceding summer had continued inactive at 
Spithead, sailed from thence on the 29th of March, 
1761 : it was destined to attack the island of Belleisle, 
situated about four leagues from the point ot (^uiberon, 
on the coast of Bretagne. The fleet was under the 
command of Commodore Keppel, and the laud forces 
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tmder Generftl Hodgjwm. This forte arrived off Bel- 

, kisleon the 6th of April. It was agreed to attempt to 
hnd <yh the south side of (he island in ti sandy bay, near 
lx)chmaria Point. Here the enemy were in possessittii 
of a small fori : they bad moreover entrenched tbeai- 
selves on an excessive steep hffl, the fool of which was 
scarped away. An attempt to land was made in three 
places with great resolution : a few grenadiers pot M 
"shore and formed themselves ; but, as they were not 
supported, the greater part of them were made prisoq* 
ers. The rest of the army, after several very bravift 
and repeated efforts, being wholly unable to force the 
enemy's lines, or make good their landing, were obliged 
to retite with loss. What added to the disa^^ter vs^as, 
that several of the fiaUboftomed boats were destroyed 
or damaged in a hard gale, which arose when the 
troops retired from the shore. Tins made the prospect 
of any future attempt more unpromising even than the 
. first. In iliis attack the English had 500 men killed, 
wounded, or taken prisoners* After mtjch .diligent 
search a landing-place at length presented itself, as ap- 
pears by Mr. KeppePs official letter, from which the 
following is an extract : — I have now the greatest 
pleasure in, aoquatnting you that His Majesty ^s troops 
bave made good a landing on the nocks near Point Lo* 
iuaria, and cannot sulficiently commend the spirit and 
^ood behaviour of the troops in the attempt ; and the 
judgment with which Sir Thomas Stanhope, and the 
test of the captains of the King^s ships directed the fire 
upon the hiHs.*' — The siege was now commenced with 
vigour, and the garrison commanded by the Chevalier 
•deSt. CroMc, threatened on their side^a long and obsll«- 
nate defence. A furious attack W9S made upon the 
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cn^m^^s lines which covered the town, and ihey were 
carried' without much loss; prnMrtpally by the ancoro* 
men intrepidity of a corps of marines which had been 
newly, raised. The town was now abandoned, and the 
defence confined to the citadel. Circumstanced as he 
was. Si. Cioix thought it hi^h lime to capiCulaler on 
coiidrtion thai the garrisoii should march out with 
the honours of war. These terms were acquiesced in, 
and thus the Uiand of Belleisle was yielded to the Bri* 
tish government, after a resolute defence of two months. 
In (his expediiiun the assailants had about 1800 men 
lulled and wounded. The commodore remained after* 
wards on the station^ till a violent storm on the 12th of 
January drove him from it, and compelled him to re* 
turn to Ei^land for refitment. So6fi after his arrival he 
was orciered to put himself under^Sir George Pocock, 
then under orders to command a division in the fleet 
destined for the expedition against the Havannah. He 
sailed Aroor Spithead viiik thecommandeK*in*chief ; and 
on the arrival of the army at. the Havannah, he con« 
ducted himself with such address and ingeni^it)' in land- 
ing the men, to occasion Che following respectable men- * 
tion of him, in one of Mr. Pucuck's dispatches. — 1 
am glad on this occasion to do justice to the distinguish- 
ed merit of Commodore Keppel, who executed the 
service under his direction, on the Coxemar side, with 
the greatest spirit, activity,' and diligence.'' On the 
21 St of October, he was advanced to the rank of rear- 
admiral of the blue. He continued at the Havannah 
soaie time after its surrender ; but on the arrival of 
peace, he. enjoyed a temporary relief from service. In 
1765 he was appointed one of the lords commissioners 
of the admiralty : in September^ 1166, be convoyed 
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Ihe Queen of Denmark to Holland ; and in 1770 
was progressively advanced lo be rcar»adiDiFal of lk«; 
jed^^and vice-admiral of the blue. In the subsequent 
years of 1775» 11 J and 1778» he successively ob* 
tained the rank of vice-admiral of the white, yice-ad« 
niral of tbered, and admiral of the blue. In 1778 he 
CdrnmaiMled the Channd fleet, and had Sir Hugh Pal* 
liser for bis second. In the engagement which then 
happened between the English and French fleets^ littl« 
was done, and in consequence ihe two admirals pre- 
ferred countei^charges against ^^ach other, which we 
hate airoady noticed. In 1779 Admiral Keppel was 
lare^kted a peer, by the title of Viscount Keppel of 
Eteden, in Suffolk, aad died on the 2d ol* October^ 
1736, in the sixty-third year of his age; having been 
long afflicted w ilh lh€ gout and other grievoiu bodily 
infirmities. He was a man of great bravery,, bmnamtyi 
and virtue f and, prior to the lU-ialed event aaabove^ 
lie w»i the idol af afitanks aq»l parties. 



SIR HYDE PARKER 

OfiTAlNED the rank of lieutenant of the navy OQ 
Ihe 1 6tb of January, 1744-5, and gradaally advanced 
in his profession, without any very material occurrence, 
till he was promoted to the Nortblk, of 74 gims^ then 
sent out to the East Indies* He afterwards removed 
into the Grafton^ and from thence, in 1762, into the 
Panther. In the last ship he served under Admira} 
Cornish on ihe successful expedition against Mandla. 
ife wi|a :detiched by the commftnder««iD-cbie& on the 
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4tli of Octoheo wiUi Captain Klu^, in the Argo, to 
leaicii for a galleon, called the Phtilippiiw, from Aca* 
f puico, bound to Manilla. On ihe SOll) of the same 
month he perceived a Vessel, to which he immedialely 
gave chace> not doubting it was Ihe ship he was in pur* 
suit of. Afier Aome difficulty, however, the Spaniards, 
surrendered ; but ft unfortunately turned oat the prise 
was not the Philippma, but the Santissima Trinadada ; 
but though the treasure she contained was not equal to 
ihe e^cpectations of the captors, her value is said to ex* 
teed ^,00QL Capt. Parker returned to Europe in the 
Norfolk, after Ihe surrender -of Manilla. In 1777 he 
was appointed captain of the Invincible ; and in Jan. 
1778, promoted to the rank of admiral of the bltt€» la 
the aclion which took place on the 17lh of April, as 
mentioned in a foirmer part of this work. Rear admi- 
ral Parker,' who bad shifted his flag into the' Prin- , 
cess Royal, commanded the van division, and behaved 
with the greatest conduct and intrepidity. Having shift* 
ed his flag into the Medway, of 60 guns, be sailed lor 
England with convoy, and arrived safely in September. 
On the 26th of the same month he was raised to be vice- 
admiral of the blue, having during his absence been ap- 
pointed rear-admiral of the red. In March, 178 f. 
Admiral Parker was ordered into the. Norlh Sea wiih a 
small squadron, on account of a rupture with Holland, 
rte first hoisted his flatr on board the Victory, of 100 
gnns ; but the iieet returning to England before he had 
proceeded from the Downs, the Victory was ordereil 
back to Portsmouth, and ihe Foriitude, of 74 guns sub- 
stituted as the admiral's flag-ship. According to the 
new arrangenienl of the squadron, it consisted of the 
Fortitude, of 74 guns; tbe Princess Amelia, of 
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the Bienfalsant, of 64-; the Buffalo, of 60; the Preston, 
of 50 ; the Dolphin* of 44 ; tvi^o fngate.s ; and the 
Alerl brig ; together ivith the Busy and Sprightly cut- 
ters. With this force the vice admirai convoyed the 
oulward*hound fleet into the Sound in, the month of 
June, and on his return from thence in August, was 
fortunately joined by the Berwick* of 74 guns, with tl^e 
Belle Poule and L^leopatra frigates. Thus prepared be 
fell in with the Dutch squadron off the Dogger Bank* 
An engagement ensued which did not provexompteteiy 
decisive : the enemy, though tired of the contest, were 
capable of making good their retreat^ and the admiral 
was unable to pursue them. It is certain, however, 
, that the adnjiral* and all hiscaptains« did every thing 
that could be expected from men of genuine courage. 
On^of the enemy*s sijips, of 68 guns, sunk immedi- 
ately after the action ceased ; and the rest of their force 
returned to the Texel in a shattered condition, without 
accomplishing the objiect for which they put to sea.- 
Notwithstanding the eKehptary conduct of the admiral, 
his gallantry did not give general satisfaction: he there- 
fore considered himself neglected and ill-treated. His 
Majesty, in order (o encourage the officers and men 
who behaved so gallantry in that action, repaired to the 
Nore on the squadron's arrival, to review rt ; and more 
than signified an inclination to confer some honours or 
favours, had lie supposed they would have been grate- 
fully, received. On Ihe well-known political revolution 
taking place^ Admiral Parker, in the month of October, 
1 7 82, returned to the service, and hoisted his flag on 
board the Cato, of 58 guns, being appointed comman- 
der-in-chief of ^ the fleet in the £ast Indies. He sailed 
Op Ihe 13ih of October following ^ but no tidings were 
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ever heard of the sliip after she left th.e Cape of Good 
Hope. By some persons it is supposed to have been 
wrecked on the island of Madagascar^ or off the Mal^* 
dives; and olbers^ with greater shew of probability, 
imagine it to have been by some accident, set on fire, 
and blown up at sea. A short time before tliis melan* 
choly catastrophe, he succeeded, on the death of bis 
brother the Reverend Sir Harry Parker, D. D. to the 
dignity of a baronet. ' 



FRANCIS HOLBOURNfi 

WAS related to a respectable family in Scot* 
lAnd. Having served, in the mavy as a lieatenant ' on 
board the Namur, to which ship he was appointed in 
August, be was, in August, nti9, promoted tXr 

be commander of the Swift sloop of war. . He was re- 
moved progressively from ship to ship, without ever 
baWng had any opportunity of distinguishing bimsel^ 
till the beginning of the year 1755, when he is sai.d to 
have commanded the Ramilies, of 90 gutis; and on 
February 5, in the same year, he was made rear-admiral 
of the blue ; when he hoisted his flag on board the ship 
-he had commanded as a private captain : soon after- 
wards he was removed into the Teirible, and appointed 
to commdnd a squadron ordered to America, 16 re*fn- 
force Mr, Boscawerv The events of ihis naval cam- 
paign ace too uninteresting to deserve particular tnbn^ 
tion ; except that Mr. Holbourne returned to England 
with Vice-admiral Bosca wen,, and the fleet arrived at 
Spithead on the 15tb of November. ' In the beginning 
VOJL* iiu Q. 
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oF the ensuing summer, he was promoted to be vice-- 
admiral oF ti^e blue, and appointed commander«iiHcfaief 
of the fleet ordered on the expedilion against Louis^ 
burgh. He sailed from St, Helen's on the 16th of Apnl, 
and proceeded to Cork for some transports lying there 
to join him i and took his final deparUire from thence 
on the 7th of May, with thirteen sbipis of the fine and 
the convoy. Owing to contrary winds, and unavolda* 
bie delay, the fleet did not reach Hali&x» in Novft 
Scotia, the place of rendezvous, til! the 9th of July, 
when it was loo late to ho})e for much success from 
their intended operations. A considerable time wat 
also unnecessarily consumed in Halifax, in exercising 
the troops, in order to accustom them to the different 
manoeuvres and modes of attack they might probably 
Ve required to execute when called into actual service. 
The troops were at last embarked, and ready to pro- 
ceed by the 1st of Augusts but just as the fl^et and 
land forces were about to proceed from thence to the 
place which was destined for their attack, the comman- 
ders received advice that a large fleet of seventeen sail 
of the line, and three frigates, with supplies of provi* 
sions, men, and ammunition, had entered the harbouf 
of Louisburgh : it was therefore thought advisable, by 
an almost unanimous voice in a council of war, to lay 
asjde the attempt for that season. Lord Loudon, with 
bis part of the land forces which he had brought from 
New York, being about 6000 men, returned thitheo 
whilst Admiral Holbourne proceeded with the fleet to 
Louisburgh i and whilst he continued cniiaang at the 
moulb of tbe harbour, a terrible storm, which happened 
on the 25 th of September, seemed to threaten the total 
destriiQtioo of tbe whole squadron. The Tilbury, of C9 
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gans, was lost upon (be rocks, and half her crew pe* 
fished ; the greatest part of the fleet was dismasted, 
and the whole much shattered : in which condiiion 
they retarned to England to add one more cause of 
chagrin to a nation dispirited by repeated losses. Com- 
modore Holmes> in the Grafton, lost his rudder in this 
storm ; and to enable him to navigate his ship, he con* 
strocted a machine to supply the want of it, by the help 
t>r which substitute, he arrived safely at Spithead : Ad* 
miral Holbourne arrived thereon the 7lh of Decemberp 
and was soon afterwards appointed port^admiral at 
Portsmouth. He was afterwards successively promoted 
to be vice*admtral of the white, and of the red. On 
ibe 1st of November, 1761, 'he struck his flag and 
. quitted his command, and does not appear to have held 
any subsequent iiaval employment. In 1766 he wat 
advanced to be admiral of the blue; and on the 24th of 
February, 1770, appointed one of the lords of the ad* 
miralty. On the 28th of October he was promoted to 
the rank of admiral of the whjte, and about the same 
lirae obtained the civil appointment of rear-admiral of 
Great Britain,, as successor io Sir Charles Kuowles* 
His laiti elevation was to be governor of Greenwich 
lK>spital>. a situation which he did not long enjoy,. dying 
M the i5th of July following^ at the ageof sixty*seren«. 
The character* of this gentlemen has been variously re* 
presented. The following circumstance, however, re* 
Ag^lyAoiiOQir on his- memory^ Seeing a young ofBcer, 
iraMie spirit and activity be admired, striking a seaman 
4lfi het^deult- or remiss in his duty, be sent for him^ 
into his cabin, and thus addressed him :. Sir, I have 
observed with the greatest pleasure your diligence and 
-fxeclioo3»l shidl ia- consequence of thqm use my utmost 
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cndeavoars Co procnrfe year promotion ; but if I ever 

l^now that }ou again strike a seaman^ from that moment 
I renounce you — jrou will lose all piretei\sions lo my fif^ 

vouf and friendship." 



CAPTAIN TIMOTHY EDWARDS, 

DESCENDED from a very ancient and respectable 

family in the count) oi* Cardigan. He was promoted 
to the rank of lieutenant on the 6(b of February, 1755; 
and (o that of coramander on the 16th of October, 
1757. He was aiterwards sucoessively appointed cap- 
tain of tbe Yaleur, the Wager, and the Emerald. IM 
1778 he removed into the Cornwall, of 74- guns, one of 
the fleet sent to America under Vice-admiral Byron, 
for the purpose of opposing that of France commanded 
by^Count d'Estaing; but no particular opportunity pre- 
sented itself to Captain Edwards of displaying that 
gallantry |. which, on all occasions, was manifest in his 
conduct. He accompanied Mr. Byron to the West In- 
dies at the close of the year ; and at the engagement 
with the .Count d^Estaing off Grenada, on the 6th of 
July, 1779, was stationed as one of the seconds to 
Rear-admiral Parker. He distinguished himself, on 
this occasion, very remarkably, and was so warmly en- 
gaged that his vessel was reduced almost lo a wreck, 
.and of his crew sixteen* were killed, and 27 wound- 
ed. Mr. Byron, in his oiiiqial dispafches, bestows the 
highest encomiums on the conduct of Captain Edwards. 
In April, 1780, Captain Edwards was present at the 
encounter between Sir George Rodney and the Count 
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dfe Gaichen. He was atattoDed as one of the secoads 
to the comtnander«In-chieF^ and exerted himself in » 
most conspicuous manner. The Cornwall (his qwq> 
ship) was^'in the former inslancei fedoced almosi toa 
wreck, and had twenty-one men killed, and forty-one 
wounded; Being, however, refitted, as welt' as cir* 
eumslances would permit, Captain Edwards was after- 
.wards engaged in* two skirmishes, in which he had se« 
Ten men killed, and fifteen womded. From repeated 
injuries the ship had received so muck damage that she 
soon afterwards sunk, when at anchor m the carenage. 
Saint Lucia ; Captain Edwards, however, had quilted 
her before this time, and was on bis fetorn to England 
as a passenger, but died at sea, in the* course of the* 
month of August This truly brave, though eccentrrc 
man, bad many singularities, which were generally of 
the innocent kind. One anecdote related of him is^. 
that,' previous t6-bis going into some* action, be literaUy- 
ordered the colours to be nailed to the ensign-staiT ; and 
from thence acquired, afnongthe seamen, the whimsical 
name of " Old Hammer- and iV^i/Vx/'— Another is, that 
being struck down by a splinter, he lay lor some time* 
on the deck entirely motionless, insomuch that all tfaose- 
around him, concluding him dead, were lamenting, in- 
their uncouth but affectionate termsi his^ dkaster.~« 
Stunned as lie was, he soon recovered ii is recollection < 
but lay ,witfaout appearance of life for a few moments 
till at fenglh one of his people^ uttering an exclamation 
of grief, whimsically expres<;ed, at his fate, saying he 
was certainly dead) Captain Edwards jumped instantly 
on his feet and exclaimed^, It's aJie,, by — 1 fijfo: 
aqray*, mjf lads ^ 

X 
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, ABBOBAL THOMAS BRODERICK 

WAS third lieutenant of the Burford, under Mr. 
Verooiij in 1739« and distinguished himself ex« 
ceedingly at the attack of Porto Bello, Mr. Ver- 
.HQiDi noticing his spirit and gallantry, appointed him 
•commandei of the Cumberland fire-ship. He at* 
tended the fleet on the expedition against Carthagena, 
and was there, promoted to succeed Mr. Boscawen as 
captain of the Shoreham frigate. We find no other 
. memorable mention made of this gentleman till 1756t 

when he commanded the Prince George, a second-rate. 
In May he was appointed commodore of a small squa- 
. dron/ ordered to the Mediterranean as a reinforcement 
to Mr. Bjfng, He left PlymoutL on the 30th of May, 
with some transports /uU of troops and stores for Gib- 
laltar, and arrived there on the 16lh of June. He was 
made rear-admiral of the blue soon after he left poMf 
and continued to serve on the same station for some time 
under Sir Edward Hawke^ He was appointed third in 
command of the fleet fitted out for the attack of Rocli- 
• fo'rt, and hoisted his flag on board the Namur« but in 
thai much censured expedition, he was only employed 
in reconnoitring and .sounding the coast. On the 31st 
of January, 1758, Mr. Broderick obtained the rank of 
rear-admiral of the while, and was appointed (o suc- 
ceed Mr. Osborne as commander-in-chief in the Medi* 
terranean, A fleet of merchantmen and transports 
bound thither being put under his convoy, he hoists 
. Ui flag on board the Prince George, and sailed the be- 

* 
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ginning of April* A very tnelancholj misfortune befel 
this ship, and the greater part of the crew, on the ISth 
of April, while on their passage to Gibraltar; there 
being only 260 saved out of 745, anH consequently 485 
were lost. The following account i^ given by lheRev» 
Mr. Sharp, chaplain : On Thursday the 13th instant^ 
at half an hour past *one in the afLernoon, word was 
passed into the ward-room by the sentry, that the foris 
pert of the sh\p, the Prince George^ was on fire ; the 
lieutenants ran immediately forward, and myself, with 
many others, went directly on the quarter«4eck, when 
we found the whole ship's crew was alarmed ; the 
pumps were handed out, the engifles and buckets car- 
ried forward, and every immediate remedy applied. 
The admiral, with the lieutenants on watch, kept the 
quarter deck, fi^om whence he sent fVesh orders as he 
thought most expedient, for the preservation of the 
ship, and the souls in her. Captain Peyton, and the 
lieutenants, on search, found that the fire broke out first 
in the boatswain's store»room, to which place large 
quantities of water were applied, but in vain^ for the 
smoke was so very great and hot, that the poor crea« 
tures could not get near enough to Ihe flames for their 
labour to have any effect* On this Captain Peyton or- 
dered skutlles to be made, that the water might be 
poured in by that means; but there he was defeated 
likewise, for only two carpenters couid be found, and 
they had nothing to work with for a long time but a 
hammer and chtssel each« The lower gun«deck ports 
were then opened 5 but the water that flowed in was 
not sufficient to stop the violence of the ilames. He 
brdered, likewise, the powder^^room to be wetted, lest 
ihe ship should immediately be blown up, and every 
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soul perish in an instant This bad Ibe desired efiecty 
and for some rotnaies we had glitnmering hopes. I 
mention the above particulars ar I was below mjsel^ 
worked with the men as long^u I could stand it« went 
up for air and returned again instantly, consequently an 
eye-witness^ I can. declare them- as facts.. The fire soon 
increased, and raged violently aft on the larboard side $ 
- and as the destruction of the ship was now foand inevtt- 
ahle» the preservation of the admiral was first consulted^ 
Captain Peytoa came on the quarter-deck and ordered 
the barge to. be manned* into which the admiral-entered 
with near forty more;, for now there was no distinction, 
every man's life was equally precious. The admiral 
finding the barge would overset, stripped himself naked* 
and committed himself to the mercy of the waves ; and 
afiec toiling an honfj he was at leiigth taken up by a 
merchantman's boat. Captain Peyton kept the quar* 
ter-deck an hoar after the admiral left it, when he bap* 
pily got Into a boat from the stern-ladder, and was put 
safe on board the Alderney sloop. I must be deficient- 
eveii to attempt a description of the melancholy scene 
that was, before me shrieking, cries, lamentations, be- 
moantngs^ raying» despair, even madness itself present 
ed themselves. It was now high time to think ot taking 
care of myself I looked from every part of the ship 
fcr my preservation, and soon saw three boats at the 
stern.* I went immediately, to my. cabin and offered up 
my prayers to God,, particularly thanking' him for giv<- 
ing me such resolution and composure of mind :. I then 
jumped into the sea from one of .the gun-room ports, and 
swam to a boat, which put me safe on board.the Aiders 
ney skiop. There are near 300 people saved; and more 
might have been saved had the merchantmen behaved 
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like buman creat«^res: but (hey .kept a long way to 
indward the whole lime, and^ if possible^ to their 
: greater shame be it spoketij instead of the men 
i that swam to their boats, they were employed in taking 
up geese* fowls* tables, chairs, and whatever else of' * 
the kind came near them/' Mr. Broderick^ with the 
remnant of his people," pursued his voyage on board 
the Glasgow* to Gibraltar; and* on his arrival there, 
hoisted his flag on board the Si. George of 90 guns. 
Nothing memorable occurred respecting this gentleman 
till February 1755, when he was promoted to the rank 
of vice-admiral of the blue* Mr« Broderick, though 
he could not get up sdbn enough to have much share in 
the discomfiture and defeat of M. de la Clue in the 
month of August, yet he is particularly mentioned by 
Mr. Bo.^cawen* as having, with his division, burnt the 
Redoubtable* of .7 4 guns* and captured the Modeste 
on the following day. No mention appears to have 
been made of him after his return to England, except 
that he was* on the 22d of October* \162, advance^ to 
the rank of vice-admiral the white. He died, of a 
cancer in bis face* on the 1st of Januaryi 1769* 



Digitized by Google 



i 



178 

KAVAL TRANSACTIONS 

raOX TBS TBAft 1784» TO 1799 IVChVSSVE* 

* ^ 

Don Barcelo'ft frattleas expedition agiuast Algiers. ~ Hunri* 
canes.-— Wrec1c8.-:*-Hosttllde9 between tbe Rusuan* anii 

Swedes. — Court Martials. 

We shall now fake a review of all the chief naval 
occurrences during these few years of peace« which be* 
ing a period that aflbrded Httie or no opportunity lot 
our gallant tars to display their wonted courage, conse- 
quently fiirnlshes but few transactions worthy the atten* 
tion of our readers. 

In the month of July, 17 84, the command of a pow* 
erfol fleet which had been equipped for the destrnctkiii 
of the Algiers, by the Spaniards, in conjunction with, 
the Neapolitans, Maltese, and Portuguese, was con* 
ferred on Don Antonio Barcelo, the officer who had 
commanded a similar expedition the preceding year. 
' This armament consisted of four Spanish ships of the 
line, two IVIaltese, two Portuguese, and one Sicilian, 
besides frigates, bomb vessels, gallies, gun and mortar 
boats; the whole amounted to 130 sail, together with. 
1 considerable body of land forces. 

No sooner had the fleet arrived in the bay, and each 
ghip bad taken her station, when a most desperate and 
• Iremendoas cannonade commenced. The tewn waa 
frequently set on fire, but without sustaining any mate* 
xial injury. The bold and furioua attacks of the Alge^ 
lines prevented the batterhig vessels from approaching 
oyear enough to- tbe shore to have a proper e&ct : the 
repeated and resolute sallies which they made on the 
Spanish troopsy wece attended with great success, aod 
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aeaied a dreadful carnage. Don Ba(ce]o finding tbtt 
he could not make any impression on Ihe place ; and 
having about 100 men killed, with many of his iSeet 
much disabled; towards. the end of the month re-em^ 
barked the troops and prepared to sail. Just as thejr 
were about to depart^ a violent gale of wind came on^ 
which caused the greatest confiiston among Iheir ships ; ' 
many were forced to sea, and in danger of sinking; 
while others with difficulty escaped being wrecked. 
' This undertaking had another hindrance which was 
not ibreseen, that was« a disagreement among the com« 
Mnders, which was carried so far between Don Baroeb' 
and Major Moreno^ l(ie commander of the Maltese gal* 
Iqrs and saipe other principal oflfcers that they at hut 
almost refused to obey his orders ; so that this expensive 
expedition was attended with little success. Mr. Henry 
Vernon, nephew to the brave and once celebrated ad* 
miral of that name, served as a volunteer on this expe* 
ditioOf and distinguished himself with marked enter- 
prize, conduct, and gallantry. In one of the most se« 
vereconfiicts with this fierce enemy, by bis courage 
and resolution, he is said to hav^ saved the life of the 
Spanish s^dmiral, when the boat in which they both 
weie, was struck by a cannon-shot* In the seventh at* 
tack he was wounded ; yet in so conspicuous a light 
was his vatour and mecit cotisidered, that Don Barcelo 
hcij intended to have given him the command of one of 
tbe^twQ leading ships, which were appointed to attempt 
to fiKte tbeir way into the port in the last attack, had 
they not been obliged to relinquish the expedition* - ' 
The ula«ki of Jamaica >a<fered considerable damages. 

fruai the vidlence of an hurricane, July, in which the 

Amelop^ jjoop of war^ and Duke of RttUafad armed* 
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tbip, wilh several mercliant vessels, were Iost« The 
J^Iora (rigale was dismasted* Agi^t number of people 
periflhed both on shore and at sea ; the barracks at Fort 
Augusta and Spanish Town vvere blown down, by 
which four or 6ve soldiers were killed, and thirty or 
it)rty dangerou>Iy wounded. Some of the plantations 
on the windward side of the island exhibited an entire 
scene of desoJation. 

' The court-martial which was assembled in Ports* 
nottlh harbotic, December 4, (o try Captain Alexander 
Christie, for the loss of His Majesty's ship the Hanni- 
hai, 4if ^0 guns» taken by a squadron of French ships 
of war, under the command of M. cle SufTrein : having 
beard the evidence^ and Captain Christie's defence^ 
pronounced the following sentence : 

"The Court having maturely considered the evt- 
d^^e, are of opinion that Captain Christie conducted 
himself as an experienced good officer : and that he and 
his officers, and ship's company, have strictly done 
^ their duty, therefore acquit them of any fault on that 
service. 

(signed) John Montagu, President/' 

4 

■ 

' A violent storm from the S.S.E. which increased to a 
perfect hurricane, attended with a heavy fall of bail 
and snow, did considerable mischief on the coiast, De* 
x^ember 7. Upwards of 100 vessels of different de- 
scriptions were forced on shore, or (bandered at sea $ 
the crews of many pexlshed ; and a great number of 
the vessels were entirely lost* The following extrici 
of a letter from Newcastle, dated Dec. 11, may afford 
our readers ^ome idea of the dreadful disasters which 
'happened. 
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Sunday morning a large fleet, upwards of IbOs 
sailed from Yarmoulb iloads* About four oVlock in 
the afternoon, between Cromer and the Floattng^ Ltght 
a violent storm arose, vvilh heavy rain, vvind from S.S.E. 
which separated the fleet : the gale increasing split ail 
_ their sails into shivers, so that it was impossible to work" 
the ships or keep them off the land, and mdny were* 
obliged to cot away their masts. ♦ 

About nine o'clock at night a strong wind sprung 
up from the East, and about midnight it blew a perfect 
.hurricane, attended with a very heavy fall of iiail ar.d 
snow, which continued with unremitting ftiry till Tues* 
day noon, when it began to abate : but that night it 
blew again very bard tiil Wednesday at noon, when the 
wind became moderate, but the snow continued at in^ 
tervals till Thursday when it fell very severe during the 
whole day. 

At sea It has been dreadful beyond description, all' 
along the coast being strewed with wrecks atid vessels 
on ground^ ^ that froioi every part we hear of nothing 
but distress/* , • - 

Qn the ^2d of July, 1785, M, de la Peyrouf^e-in the 
Boussole, accompanied by the Astrolabe, sailed from^ 
Brest on a voyage of discoveries round the world. The 
Admiralty and Royal Society iurnished him with all the 
observations, original charts, and papers tiiat could be 
of use to him ; the Admiralty also made htm a present 
of the time-keeper, and ajeimuCh compass which Capiain 
Cook had« made use of. 

lo August the Mercury frigate, commanded by Capt 
Henry Edwin Stanhope, was sent to Boston in North. 
America, by Commodpr^ Sawyer, lo convoy stmts 
small vessels which were to take on board live stvck, 

vol.* IIX« u 

f 

" J' 

i . , ■■ 
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ii9yi &c« for Shelbourne and some other of the new set- 
tlements. Upon Captain Stanhope's arrival he waited 
, op the governorj as a matter of cereaiOD);» but on his 
relam to bis boat he was insulted by a. inob» who had 
collected for the purpose, and himself and people were 
eaUremely ill treated; this» with Tarious ot^ier insults 
which he experienced at Boston, induced Captain Stan* 
hope, to write a^omplaint^ and remoaslrate with tlie 
• gpvemor on the impropriety of these preceedings. The 
letters which passed on this occasion 4re as follow : 

Mercury, Boston Harbmr, Jugust \, 1785. 

I AM sorry to be obliged to represent to your ex« 

oe^lency* the continued insults and disgraceful indigni- 
ties offimd by hundfeds in this town to me and nyofr I 
cers, - which hitlierto we have taken no iiotice of> nof 
of the illiberal and indecent language, with which the 
Mwspapers have been filled ; nor shonid I have troubled | 
you now> had I not been pursued, aod my life as well 
as that of one of my officers, been endangered by tbe | 
wolent rage of a mob yesterday evening, without pio- 
ijpcatiou of any sorU , 

*^ I trust it u needless to recommend (o your eiccel- j 
lency, to adopt such measures.as may discover the ring^ i 
leader^ and bring them to public justice^ ai w«U ai 
^otect us from further insult. I 
I have tlie honour io be ' 
*' Your excellency's most obedient 
* ' Hum^ sei vaiit, 

^ To His Excellency GoVemor Bowikism.'^ 
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9 

^ Sir, 

Your letter of this date is now before me* It is a 

great misfortttAethat the subjects orcitiaens of difierent 
ccmntriesj' which have been at enmity, cannot easily re-> 
•€owr that degree of good humour which ahoold induee 
them to treat each other with proper decoruraj wiien 
the gwernments to which they respectively belong iittm 
entered into a treaty of amity, and sheathed the sword. 
But you must have observed^ that distuibances arising 
ffon thh eottfce, too freqaently happen, eigecially in 
•popular seaport towns. , 

If yoD have hecn insalted,- and yoor iife lias beeo 
endangered, in (he manner as you have represented to 
me, I most inform you, that our laws afford you ample 
satSafaction. Foreigners are entitled fo the prQtection 
of the law as well as amenabie to it> equally with any 
citizen of the United States, while they cootiotie within 
the jurisdiction of this commonwealth. 
• Any learned practitioner in the law, if applied to, 
will direet yon to the mode of legal process in the ob- 
taining a redress of injury, if you have been injured.; 
and the judiciary court will cause due enquiry to be 
made, touching riotous and unlawful assemblies and 
their misdemeanors, and inilicr legal punisfamenk oe * 
such as by verdict of a jury may be fouiid guilty, - 

" I have the honour to be, &c. 

■ 

*f To Captain Stanbofe." 
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" Mercwrf, Basim Hafhattg Aug. i755# 

Sir, 

« 4f «Wh I had the honour of applying to yoar £x«^ 

ceHency to discountenance the disgraceful attacks made 
upon me and the officers of His Britannic ^ajesty^s ship 
Mercury, ander my command, -and to afford us your 
'p^tection, it was upon your positive assurance to thai 
^^ectl in their presence, I rested my hope. How much 
your conduct contradicts both that and ray expectations 
Js too obvious eiiber to saiisfy ine« or even to do credit 
to^ourself^ fer your Excellency malt excuse me^ when 
J remark that I never received a letter so insulting io 
•my seD8es> as'<yoar answer to my requisition of yester- 
day. I am, however, happy in finding a much better 
disposition in the first clans of inhabitants, whose assis* 
tance I am glad to acknowledge is the more acceptable* 
after your apparent evasion from the substance of my 
-letter; and» however well informed your EKcellenojr 
may believe yourself upon the laws and customs of na* 
.tions, in similar cases, allow me to assure you,, there is 
-not one, no not even the Ally oi* the states, that would 
:nQt most severely reprobate, cither the waul oi energy 
in government^ or the disinclination of the governor* 
lo correct such notorious insults to public characters* in 
«vhicb light only we can desire to 1;^ received* 

I have the honour to be* &c« 

4 % 

" To his Excellency^ Govemor Bowdoin.*^ 
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Captain Stanhope, 

Your letter being dated the 2d instant, w^as delf* 
vered to me by your lieutenant, Mr. Nashj at foof 
o'clock this morning. 

1 hereby let you know» that as the letter is con- 
ceived in terms of insolence and abase, altogether iu> 
provoked^ I shall take such measures concerning it 
the dignity of my station, and a just regard lo the ho* 
nonr of this commonwealth, connected witfi Cbe honeul 
oi the United States in general «hall require. 

Boston, Aug. S, 1785, sko^cteck, P. M/' 



M^rcuQyNaniasiet Road, Jug. 4, 1785^ 

" Sir, 

/'I AM to acknowledge the honoorof your CicceP- 

lenc) 's letter, this moment received^ and haTCtoassaro 
yw, I ffaall most chearfolly submit to tb« worst conio^ 
^uences that can arrive from our correspondence, 
which I do not conceive on my part to have been 
couched in terms of either insdence or abuse, which it 
more than I could venture to say of yours ; and, h^w^ , 
ever exalted your Exceliency^s station is, i know not 
of any more respectable th4n that I have the bonoar to 

I have the bonoiK to be, 

" To his Excellency, Goverxtor Bow K>oi « .'^ 
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On the 3 1st of August, and the succeeding day, the 
.whole of the West India islands, excepling Grenada, 
experienced the dreadful effects of a violent horricaiie* 
attended by f/equent shocks of an earthquake, by which 
rnany plantations were destroyed, and a great numbec 
of vessels and several souls Ipst in the different ports 
and at sea. 

On tlie 6th of October, the Rambler Ctttter of JO 
guns, coramanded by Lieutenant Lowry, when work' 
ing into Leigh Roads in a fresh gale, a violent and sud* 
den squall caine on and the main sheet being kept fast, 
she unfortunately upset. Lieutenant Lowry and six- 
teen jof his crew perished; his son a boy of about thir» 
teen years of age, and thirty-two men, were picked up 

a Yarmouth fishing •boat^ 
**^0n lhc'26lb of October, the Ariel man of war. 
Captain .Norman, arrived expresf from Jamaica^ with 
Ihe melancholy news of that island hat'in^ been visited 
ti^ith a harricaneon the 27tli of August, which had done 
MfMfM^^^geto the buildings and sagar*canes all 
•tfver^tHe island, though its fatal effects had been felt 
«ilil$r6^<(!0«te}^i^bly in some parishes than in others. His 
'Micje^y's ships^, from being well manned, and the gresfl 
•AfciU- of M be officers, rode out the storm without receiv- 
iW^'iniii^h damage ) but upwards of tv^enty merchant 
•'vesi*1s oiF different countries were totally lost, and con- 
*sidii^hly ^bove that number were asbpre, with all the 
small craft of the island. To heighten the calamity, in 
the raidstfof the tempesi, a fire broke out at Kingston, 
which ihreatehed the' whole town, but was fortunately 
exiinguishcd without doing much mischief. On the 
20th of Sept* the Ariel having left Jamaica, was 
8 days bcaling upihc Windward Puss?»ge, and near the 
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island of Hispaniola^ met wUh another hurricane, still 
more formidable than that oi the 27th of August, and, 
from its long contiDimnce, with the direction that it 
look, the officers on board were apprehensive that the 
island of Jamaica experienced a second calamity greater 
than the former. 

From the situation of the ship Ariel when she met 
the hurricane on the 20tb of September^ which all the 
olhcers oh board declared exceeded every thing they 
ever saw or heard of^ they supposed both the French 
island of Hispaniola, and the Spanish island of Cuba 
would be almost entirely desolated. For twenty-four 
hours the Ariel was in. such a situation that all on board 
thought she must inevitably have been lust; but^from 
the abilities and exertion of the captain and cre^v they 
escaped almost miraculously. 

Some English merchants having obtained licences 
from the Si uth«Sea and East*India companief » entered 
into commercial partnership, under the title of the Kii)g 
George^s Sound company ; the object of which was to 
uj)eii and carry on a free trade from the N. W. coast of 
North America to Chin^ ; for this purpose, two ships 
were fitted out and called the King George and Queen 
Charlotte, the command of which v^^^as given to Messrs* 
H. Portlock and George Dixon, who had been compa«» 

iiions with Captain Cook on his voyages o{ discoveries. 
These ship$, took their departure from England in ihfi 
month of August 1785, and returned in the Auiusm 
1783. Whatever profit might ^liave been derived from 
this- voyage, it was not, it seems, sufficient to encooragp 
a repetition of it. * 

The Halsewell East-Indiaman was driven on shoxfi 
and wrecked, on the island of Purbecki, between Fevered 
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Point and St. Albaii's Head, January 6, 1786. When 
die struck, the whole number on board amounted to 
above 240, out of whom only were saved Mr. Henry 
MertOD, first, and Mr. John Rogers, third oiBcers, with 
seventy-two inferior oflScers and men. Captain Pierce, 
her commander, with two of his daughters, two nieces^ 
and several other ladies and gentlemen passengers were 
among the unfortunate sufferers. The loss of this ship 
vra^attended 'with peculiar scenes of affliction and dis- 
tress. See Manner s Chronicle, vol. ii. p. 1 — 16. 
, In th« months of August and September, the West 
India islands eicperaenced a most dreadful burricme^ 
which was severely felt at Hispaniola, St. Eustatia, 
Ouadaloupe, and Barbadoes, particularly Ihe last : its 
violence almost desolated the whole island. A great 
number of ships were lost, and many souls perished itt 
aca and on shore. 

The Montague East India ship, Captarn Brettel, vvaa 
tbis year burnt by accident in the river of Bengal, owing 
to the sak-petre taking fire. The chief mate and twesk* 
iy-nine men perished. 

On the i3th of May, Commodore Philip, in the 
Sirius, commanded by Captain John Hunter, with the 
Supply armed brig, Uentenant Ball, and nine Irani- 
ports, having on board a great number of convicts of 
both sexes, sailed irom Spithead to .New South Walel^ 
in order to establish a colony at Botany Bay. The 
Hyaena, of 20 guns, tfae Honourable Captain Michael 
de Couroy, was ordered to accompany the fleet iOa 
leagues ta.the westward. 

The coast of Coromandel, in the East Indies, pafti* 
cularly the northern part of it, was almost entirely de- 

fluted by the violence of a dreadful hurricatii^j Maj 17, 
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which arose from the N.E. attended with storms of hai?. 
The tempest raged with th6 greatest fary^ the sea rose 
more than fourteen feel above the ordinary lev^I, and 
inundated the. country for many leagues. The district 
of Uppora was swallowed up by the sea« with all its 
unfortunate inhabitatits. It was impossible to judge 
what nttinbef of people perished in consequence of thia 
calamity ; but it was computed in this districtj and at 
Tranquebar> not less than 1300 or 1400 sQuls. Several 
other places on the coast were swept away by the ex- 
traordinary elevation of the sea, which was so sudden, 
ibat the wretched inhabitants had not time to save th^ov* 
selves by flight ; nine-tenths of whom it was belbved - 
were destroyed. On the 28th of May, the storm abatedj 
and the waters began to relire gently, leaving the whole 
country a confused and horrible scene of ships, houses, 
trees, (which had been torn up by thexooU) and human 
bodies. ' ' 

The Hartwell East-India ship, Ca{>tain Fiott, was 
wrecked on a reef of rocks near the island of Bona** 
Vista, May 24- ; the loss of this ship was in a great mea* 
sure owin^ to the mutinous state of her crew. 

On the 23d of September, the settlement in the bay. 
of Honduras was almost entirely demolished by a dread- - 
fal hurricane, attended with a deluge of rain. Thir*- 
teen vessels which were all that were then loadiDg, was 
driven on shore and dismasted^ and eleven of them to* 
tall}' lost : twenty of the bay cr^ft were also lost, aud 
100 men drowned in them. 

The Ganges, Captain Fraser, bound from Bengal to 
Madras and China was lost this year near the Bmsk 
Ualla, 

• « 
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On the 1 4th of January^ 1788 1 Commodore Philip, 
in the Sirius^ (who$e departure from Spithead we have 
already noticed) J arrived at his place of destinatiofton 
thie coast of New South Wales, . On the 28th, the 
Xieutenant« Shortiand and King landed. The natives^ 
^hp had in small bodies witnessed their approacb» a'p- 
«peared in great consternation on seeing the officers on 
4beur territories ; and after 6^ttiog tip a ^rell, fled to the 
'Woods, They returned soon after more composed ; and* 
-ftom the signs tnade by Commodore, Philip, were pre- 

•vailed on to receive some presents of beads, necklaces, 
and other irifies; but they were deposited on the. 
groandf and Ihe commodore wilhdraiim to a distance^ 
before they would venture to take them. After this they ; 
appeared so friendly as to conduct, by signs, the officers ; 
10 a rivulet, where they found some excellent water, 

• 

-though not in a very abundant supply. In the evening 
, the commodore, with his party, returned on -board ; '■■ 
and the next day the three transports which he had oui* 
sailed, came to an anchor, on which the commodore 
went again on shore, principally to cut grass tor the. 
use of the. cattle and sheep, the hay on board being 
nearly exhausted. On the dawn of the day following, : 
the Sirius, Captain Hunter, with the remainder of the ; 
transports under convoy, appeared in sight, and three 
hours after brought to, and anchored in the bay. 

On the convicts being landed. Commodore Philip as* 
earned his oflke of governor, and cailsed the commtt- 
sion given him by the King, to exercise such authority^ ; 
to be read ; and also the abridgment of the code of 
4aw.s by which he was to govern. 

While Govepior Philip was employed in eataUMbiqg 
the settlement at Sidne/ Cove; on the lOth of Jul/# the 
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BoQSSoIe and Astrolabe, two French ships, which it has 
alread); been obsetved* Bailed irom Fiance in tb^ year 
]78^t U9dec the comaiand of M. de Peyrouse, on s . 
voyage of discoveries to the South Spas^ anchored in 
Botany Bay» from whence M. de Peroose sent an officer 
over to inform the governor of his arrival ; tlicy were 
in some dislrestr for stores imd provisions ; but Mr, , 
Pbih'p was not tn a situation to contribute isuch to their 
relief. They related the following melancholy account 
which befel tbem whilst lying at one of the Navigator ' 
Islandsj a group discovered by M. Bougainville to the 
north wa|rd» where, they bad been on a ^ery friendly 
footing, and iiad<cairrted on a traffic with the natives for 
a long time with great success until the day they sailed* * 
After tKey bad got under weighs, M. L'Angle, captain 
of the Astrolabe^ requested of M. Pey rouse to allow 
him to go aafaore# and get one boat load more of water^ 
which was all he wanted of being complete. The com- 
modore wished to dissuade him from the design^ by 
teDing htm, that as they bad got under weigh, and 
^ould not be long at sea^ there was no occasion for 
having -so much water; but -M. L'Angle seeming very 
anxious to go, M. Peyrouse followed him. He accor* 
dingly went ashore • with two armed boats^ and in all 
about thirty-six men* Whilst jihey were "filling theiir * 
water, the natives seen>^d to be on the same fooling 
with tbem that they had always been formerly. Mean 
time the ships, which had hove to off the island, had 
drifted to leeward of one of the points which ibmied 
* the bay in which they were watering. M. L'AngleV 
people having filled their water, were proceeding down 
mthe boat ; when on a sudden they were snnounded 
by a gr^i number of the natives^ who rushed down 
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and closed upon them, so that they had not powei; to 
\ use their fire arms; In the affray M. UAtigle, and 
tbirty*one of his men were killed ; the olhers swam off, 
and reached their, ships, some dangerously wounded* 

• M. de Peyrouse remained at Botany Bay five weeks ; 
and in that time frequent visits were made between the 

. French and English officers who were at Sydney Cove* 

Many of the convicts attempted to eflfect their escape 

to Earope on board the French ships $ but M. Peyrouse 

and his officers were deaf to their intreaties ; excepting 

those made by tlie women, two of whom were noticed 

. to be missing soon after they sailed. 

On the 22d of March a proclamation was issued to 

. . recal ail British seamen from foreigfl service i and prfK 

* hibiiing all masters of ships> pilots^ mariners, seamen, 

shipwrights, and ail other seafaring men whatsoever, 

natiiial bom subjects of Great Britain, from entering 

into foreign service without licence, &c. 

In the month of May, Captain Isaac Coffin, of the 

Thisbe frigate, on the. American station, was tried by 

a court-martial held at Halifax on board His Majesty's 
ship. Dido. The pourt was composed of the fbllawing* 

members-: 

Captain Charles Sandys, president. 

' Sir James Barclay, Bt. Paul Minchin* 

* Samuel Hood. . Edward Bailer. 

The charge was exhibited by some of the captain's 
o$cerS| for bearing false musters, ^n keeping on bis 
books 'two sens of Lord Dorchester, and his own ne* 
phew, who it appeared were not on board conformable 
to the rules of the service.. The charge was proved ; 
but u apptiaring to tlje court it was groiind^id 
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jDhieflj . on private pique and resentment against 
Captaini Coffin^ wilhoat any iniention of defrauding 
His Majesty, which they were clearly of opinion look 
off a great pari of Ibe crime of false inusler; it sen- 
tenced him only to be dismissed from the command af 
the Thisbe. Upon the ariival of CapUin Coffin in 
Engbmdj and tb^ sentence of the ^court-martial having 
been made known to the board of admiralty, it was so 
hij^hly c^i|^^g^g^^ of by £arl Howe, the then first 
lord^ fironl -i^ not being agreeab^ to the spirit of the 
^3Ut^iif|ide of war, which says, "Every officer, or 
otwr Biersoo in the fleet, who siiall knowingly tnake^ or 
sign a false muster, or muster-book, &c. upon proof of 
any snob offence being made before *^ court*martwI, 
shaH btf cA^iered, and rendered incapable of farther 
empbyment in His Majesty's service,'^ tl^e board of 
admiralty aiArordir^y took upon them to give an order 
to strike Captain Coffin's name off the list of post cap- 
tabs* . i . , 

♦^o arbitrary was this proceeding considered, that 
Captain Cofiin had his case laid before His Majesty, . 
wbQ was pleased, with the consent of his privy council, 
to direct the twelve judges to give their opinion, Whe^ 
ther the Admiralty have a power of setting aside the 
judgment of a court-martial? After due deliberation 
tlie judges accordingly delivered up the following 
uoD : 



^^Totkc Kin^s Most Excellent Mujesty** 

May it please ^our Majesty. 

In obedience to the order of your Majesty in coun- 
cil, we have taken into our consideration the charge 

VOL* s 8 
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exhibited against Coffih, EM|. (he ^t^tice'bf tin? 
court-martial, and also the resolution of the board of 
admiralty theneupon, ' ' 

"Arid we arc of opinion that the isaid sentence is not 
JegaU and that the punishment directed to be inflicted 
by an act of tlie 22d of the reign of his 'fate Majesty 
'King George the Second, cap. 33, upon personj'con- 
victed of the offeiice specified In the 3 1 st article 'bf'iirtfr, 
'^esfabtished by the said act, cahrlot tHflifcted, or judg- 
ment thereupon be pronounced, or supplied by any 
other aothoirity thaft (fiat of the cdurt-'marft&t v^hidi 
tried iUe offehcler. 

(signed) Kenyon| LougUborijgb, 

CrouId> ^A-shurst, 
I . ' Hothaaii ^ WiUou, ^. 
Gfosse, ThoiMson.'* 

Hereupon Caj^tain CofTin vvas reinstated in his rank 

' as post captain in the o'a vy. 

Hostilities having commenced between the*ftusstans 

*aDd Swedes^ a most desperate and bloody battle 'was 

'fought between' liieir '^eets in the t^ulf bf Tintaod, 

J«|J17. * ^ . 

In addition to their great 'superiority in force, the 

'Husslans had likewise Ihe advantage of the wind, wiulc 

^any lasted; for at one tin(ie it fell a stark calm* T%e 

action did hot commence, until five o*clock in the. after* 

DQon; and so great was the fury of the combatants^ 

that in two hoars so many ships were disabled on each 

side, that tliey were mutually obliged to lie by to retit, 

in order to prepare for ^ renewal* At eight o'clock 

(he battle was renewed with ap|)a^ently a fresh 'aCC^** 

i 
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sjon of rage on bolh sides. Nplhing could exceed the 
dreadful violence of the action, or the fury and deter- 
mined obstinacy with which it was maintained. The 
darkness was so great, that (he knowledge of each ship 
was in a great, measure confined (o her own sphere of 
action ; so that ignorant of, and attentive to, what 
was passing elsewhere, she fought as if all cfepcndcd 
upon herself individually; and as if victory or destruc-^ 
lion were the only alternative. The Swedes seem to 
Ij^ave had much the advantage in this latter action, to 
which the unequalled exertions of the gallant CoiAit 
Home, in exlricalinor ihe Duke of Sudermania, when 
surrounded and overlaid by a great superiority of hostile 
Cprce, not a little contributed. Every body regretted 
(hat neither this nobleman, nor his two brave associates, 
the first and second captains, by whom he was nobly 
^cpnded> should have survived to enjoy that glorjr 
which they so li'efoically purchased. This last bloody 
encounter continued two hours. At ten o'clock the dis- 
order and confusion, together with the ^olal ignorance 
on each side of their friends or their adversaries State, 
all produced by the darkness, with the severe loss and 
general damage which the ships sustained, obliged the 
exhausted combatants to withdraw from the scene of 
action. Several of the Swedish ships had likewise ex- 
pended all their ammunition, and there was not a suffi- 
ciency left, in any part of the fleet, to afford them an 
adequate supply for a fresh attack* The victory was 
claimed on both sides, and each bore an honourable 
trophy of its claim. The Wiadisloff, of 74 gun<i, and 
783 men, struck to the Duke of Sudermania. On the 
other hand, the P/ince Gustaf, of 68 guns, was taken 
by the Russians. The loss of m^ri on both sides must 
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Hve heeo very greif. In » fev» days »ftcr IM* action 

-Admiral Greig, of the R^slislafii 1()8 guns, put to sea 
i^ith a gr^t addition of fotccV ahd suddenly fell upon 

the Swedish lleet while at anchor in the road of Swift* 

f m 

i)Ourj;« The consternation and^ surprise of the Swedes 
was 90 gieat, thai befWe tSey eotild get uncier tile pro^ 
lection of ihe forts the Gustavus Adolphus was tak^'a 
by the Russians and bumf. ' * . • • - * i 

A court-martial was held Portsmouth, Oct. 7, Oil 
Captain Dawson, pf the Phaeton (irigate^ at tlie instance 
^of Mr. Wilkie, the master, onajvariety of charges, the 
greatest pait of wHich was judged by the court ill- 
grounded, scandaloosi mali^ious^ and subversive of all 
good government and discipline in our navy ; but part" 
of .the lOth, 1 ith, 12th, and part of ^he 14tbi was fitll/ 
proved j and therefore the sentence of the court iiraifc' 
that Captain Dawson be dismissed from His Majestjf's 
service. 

A court-martial was also held on board the Edgar a< 
Portsmouth, Oct- 28, Jo fry Lieutenant? Wall apd Lu« 
'ca«, of the Phaeton frigate, for sufferrng thera'selvtel iji 
Jbebealcaby the surgeon, Mr. \V. Wardrobe, (uiid^ 
sentence of death for striking his superior olHcer i^llM 
on duty,) without punishing or calling him to account 
(or his conduct. The prosecutor was the third lieute* 
nant, supported by ihe master. The beating wasprov^ 
cd J but it likewise was proved, thai the surgeoii, in the 
'course of service, having received a ccmtuHiori in hti 
bead, was.a maniac when he was in liquor, but a man 
of quiet temper and' consummate skill in his profession^ 
when sober; which had inclined Lieutenant Wall, (who 
bad the command of the ship when the fatalquarrel hap- 
'peoed/ in -which be was strucli,) from a pri6ci^>teHiY 
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huraauUy to forgiveness, in which he had been seconded 
by Lieutenant Lucas from the same motives ; a lenity 
which ho\yever commendable as private gentlemen, 
was reprehensible in Ihe extreme as officers, dangercui 
to the service in His Majest)''s navy. Thus circum- 
stanced, they threw themselves on the mercy of the 
court, hoping, that should they be thought guilty, in 
shewing too great lenity to an unhappy man, in com- 
passion to his more unhappy family, (having a wife and 
several small children entirely dependent on his pay, in 
Scotland) a littlq of that lenity they may be blamed for 
shewing to others, may be extended to themselves. . 

In the month of -August a dreadful hurricane arose In 
the West Indies, which was particularly felt at t)ominic6 
and Martinique. Several ves:;els were lost, and many 
^ouls perished on shore and aUoat*, 

The Vestal frigate, commanded by Captain Sir Rich- 
ard John Strachan, sailed from Spithead, having on 
board Lord Cathcart, who was going out as ambassador 
to the emperor of China. His lordship was in a b'Ld 
stale of health when he embarked ; he conlinu^ to 
grow worse daily until the ship's arrival in the Straits of 
Banca, when his lordship died. Upon which Sir Rich, 
Strachan returned to England. \ , / 

Early in this year, the works which were carrying on 
at Cherbourg were almost entirely destroyed in a most 
violent gale of wind. The f rench government aban- 
,4oned the project of repairing them, from a represen- 
tation of the principal engineers employed, who disco- 
vered that on the rock on which the cones were sunk, 
were tl)ree pr four feet of sand ; of course the weight 
of these enormous machines made the sand at diiTerent 
tiroes giv.e.yvsj, so lhat Ihey co^ld got k,«ep fh^ejr levgl. 

83 ' ' 
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Nearly 200,0001. had been e>yiehded m tbis .iltfpeith^ 

ck)ii<; roclc. ' ' • " -i- • - 

On (be 9lh of February Commodore Cornwaliis 
sailed from SpUhead for the East Tndtes« 'The ^uadconr 
consisted of the following ships: 



Crown fc.....w....'*64'| 



Hon« W. Com wallis* com* 

Capl. James Cornwallis» 



jPhcemx « .3$. . . . « • John Byron* 

jperseverance •»..*....36..«.«.. IsaaeSmdh. 
Atalanfe 14.*. Maurice De%amO«' 

Ariel 14 Lteot. \L Moortote^ sctitig. 

' On ibe 23d of Au^rust, the Vansitlart East India sbip^ 
Captain Wilson, oulWird bound to Cbinai waslosfiA 
the Straights of Banca, by striking on a reef of coral 
tick's.. . TbCf crew- excepting six, %vcre sarv^ *liy -the 

Nonsuch art^ General Elliott ; she had on board-»gr6lk 
quantity of treasure; forty chests of which weretavad 
contaUiing ^oat 40,0b6l. / ' " • 
* Early in the month of January, the Vificouiitess of 
Brefauiiie^ dFrencbmef chant man, Martin D<riree, com- 
mander, discovered some of the crew bclongmg to the 
Guardian sloop, which struck oo' an ' island of ic« ia 
-December t7d9. These people had ic^tll%dii«»4nr Ate 
launch^, and met with^very kind assistance fronfi Capt: 
Doree. The Goafdianconfitltteddrfniig'abbfOt^itrf^ 
al the TTiercy of the wind and sea. At length land was 
discovered, February 21,* 1790* She made so mudi 
watet that Lieutcfhant Riou,' who wooM nbf qbil i}er, 
in order to prevent her sinkhig at her anchors/ ran 
€tt.di^f€ on the Beach itf Table* Bay. QalMr icrnml 
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(he CsCpe she was nolhtng morelhan a floating rafU See' 
Mturmef's €h<meki voU L p. 4i9>US4# and voL iv** 
p. 36— 4-8. ' ' ' 

The Spaniards ha:vtng «cnt an^rmed force debpos* 
tiess the British traders and siettfers of their posaessiona' 
at Noolka Soond, and other ports on the North West 
coast of NorUi America'^ alfedgiDg^ in their defeMOk 
that that country appertained to His Catholic Majesty ; 
tihe British ce^urt sent a retDonstrance to the omtX of 
Spain>' to demand the restitution of these places, and- sf| 
the sarne time ordered a powerful fleet to be equipped^ 
dud tD'tende^onr at Spitbeady under the jBommnd of 
Earl Howe, in case thiejr should refuse to .comply ATitJi 
thedemdndi- ' * ^ • » ' 

Oir the '39th of Jnne, part of the Chmnelf Oeeh 
under the commaad of Admiral Barrington^ sailed fnuii 
Spitiiead:! Ihey wem soon after joined hf Lord Hwvi 
with the remainder ; and on the iSth of August put to 
im^and stood to the westward* in Sgpt cmi b er tbo 
fleet returned.to SpUhead ; and on the 26ih of October 
Rea^^adaiiral Cornish sailed with a ^mall^squadcoo ito 
the We«t lanUes^ from lA to 28 guna» / 

On the 22d of October, Lieutenant William Blight ^ 
the officers «and men, who' were saired Aom the BxmiAj^ 
lately run away by the mutinou!? part of the crew, when 
off Otaheite^ (Seeibfor/an-'j CkmkU, voU iv. p* 2b-r45) 
were tried'' by a^conri^uartiaion board the Royal WiU 
iiam> at Portsmouth, fof the loss of the said ship>. and 
*tfiab M honourabiy acquitted. > . j % ; 

* 'On the 281h of October, a convention was signed at 
the £8curiai» between tlicir Britannic and Catbolifu; Mar 
jesties ; wherein it was agreed fhat the British sulget^ta 
should be re-estabiished in the possession of Iheir land^ 

4 
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boadtngs* T€NeTt, . meahBiiiii^i^ and .olhst pmperijf, 
which the Spaniards had dispossessed them of at Noolka 
Sounds and other ports on the coast of North-wesl 
Am^mB% or a just oomiKtiMilion faaide to them foi the 
losses tiiey may have sastainei). In consequence of ihi» 
agfeementt'lbe^armaoients.were dbcQnliiikiied#tMd]&e^ 
«ral ships of war onfered to be paidoil ^' » • 

Qn the I9ih of December, two seamen belongingio 
ffae f^Mtnidable, were.tried by nMiatk<^nii^9iU v^klbuA 
the Royal William, farjdisobedience of Qrd(^s^ .strtkiii|^ 
the Itealcnanti boaifewaii|» anj ixmler't n»te> wfaon oo 
duty at the dock-yard; one was sentenced to be faangedn 
and «ti^.«lborvtojreceive 400 lashes. 

The Discovery, a ship which had beeii fitted oaf 
early in the year, .under the command of Captain Jlo* 
bertSr for theiparpoie.of ex|klortDg Ihe-N. W. ^oasl of 
North America, but which was suspended in conse^ 
aoqaeneeof the possibility of a fupture wkb^ ithe gouiI 
of Spain ; 'was again, at tlie end of the year, otd^ied 
to be equipped and sent to Nootka, to receive back in 
fiira»a.ie8t|jlulion of thetertitories onswhich'lhe*Spamp 
ards had seized, and also to make an accoirate survey 
iff\ihk coast,\fD(»Oitl]e^tb<iegree of noffib laittM<lt io 
the westward toMtods GookV river ; and farther to ob^ 
tain every possible information tiiatxiould becoli^ctfid 
respecting the nataraland pottttcal ilate of ifaatcoiirflrjrw 
The command of this enterprize.was conferred on Capt. 
Geor^ y^neonvre^ who hadr formeriyi secved- iimkr 
Captain Clark, on his I'oyage pf discovery with Capt. 
Cook; he -was to be accoinpamed by the Chatham 
armect tender -of 155 tons burthen* <l>mmanded by 
Lieutenant Brougbton* The result of ibis vojage we 
•hall mention hereafien • * t 

♦ ■ 
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This jeai^ desperate battle was fought between the 
Ku^ian and Swedish fleets, in the gulf of Wibourg, in 
which the latter lost nine ships of the line, three frigates 
and upwards of twenty gallies. Sir Sydney Smith was 
an attendant on the King of Sweden in this action. 
The Russians also-suffered severely, having lost several 
of their best officers. The slaughter was particularlr 
fatal to the British officers in that service. Captains' 
Dehisbn and Trevenon; were killed. Captain Marshall 
in gallantly attempting to board one of the enemy's ships 
fell into the sea and was drowned* Captains Aikin and 
Miller were desperately wounded. • • *j 

Early in 1 7.91, the conduct' of the courl of Russiat 
rnade it necessary for the British government to assiEfmble 
a powerful fleet at Splthead ; and on the 25th of March 
His Majesty fesued his royal proclamation^ offering 
3/. to every able seaman, 2/. to every ordinary seaman, 
and l/. to able bodied landmen.- 

HoW'ever the difference having been adjusted be- 
tween the two courts in August, it was no longer ne» 
ccssary to continue the bounty ; several of the ships of 
war were paid off, and a considerable reduction took 
place in the corps of marines. 

' -In the month of February, Captain Samuel Hood* 
of His Majesty's ship Juno, displayed great intrepidity 
and resolution when at St. Ann's harbour, Jamaica. In 
a violent gale of wind, a raft was discovered from the 
Jwno's mast head, at a great distance at sea, with three 
people on it, over which the waves washed every mo- 
ment, so that" it appeared almost impossible to save 
them. Captain Hood immediately ordered a boat to 
their assistance. It seldom happens that British seamen 
'rfjfM froni' linger ; but the boat^s crew thinking it a 



Sffftring lest, th^jr^^^Ui j>e involved in ulle|C; desti^ctipi^ 
Captain Hood ol^^erving ihk, leaped ,ii)^4*b^ b(^^> d^, 
^hfh}gf tp. iiis men ^lat l}e never \yx)uI4 order any of 
lbwi-i9(n «.«QVi^i<»3.09 .whi^b bf3 waj^jB^tAMdj ^ v^n^iire. 
himself. The boat wil^h great difficulty anc|. imno^Den^ 
49llg6C» re^64 ^ w/43ck, and s^^v^ec} thfj jJ9or mef\ 
qn vyho^ a^ Jiave pfri«h^ WfH 
quile exhausted.; Th^j .\^^^.^. gC. asf^l^ly , no sooner 
^^0«idpf binmne 9v4 Mp><| exploit of p|fB<^ii^ 
(Iopd% ^][ian it ttjianimously resoIved> thai the reoeiivert 
general of Ibe island sho4i^.r^mit iQ l|^.agen4 ih^ suai 
^>2QQ gaifieaii fbir ihe pufiQb^ of a ^^M^^ffd, to be pre— 
«0l§4 1<? Captain Sa^puel Hood, pf, JI^ jMaje^ly's ship 

(if his merits in a^ving, at the ipanifest peri) of bis litfi 
iA.|i|.violei)(f^f^ of wjn4 pprt.ol St. Aim'«» on 

the Sd. initantt the lives of three men di^coye^Ofd on 
a wreck a^ and who must inevit^bljf bav^pc^jf^ed 
biH (fif kifi sMlWt.afid torn??? exertiimf. ^^^^ 

On the 2d of August, Captain William B]^ti sailed 
(fan) Spithead in the Frp^idence ^jga^d sliip, accomr 
panied by the Assistance tender, commaoded by IJeot# 
portlocl^j boqpd to Otaheite, to collect the bread fruit 
pldDtfKf and inquest of the mutineers of the Giottnt^ 
The success of thi^ voyage we shall raenlion hereafter. 
: ' Cqmcnpdpjf^ Cp(nvvaUis« the &a^( Indie^^ having 
feceived intelligeivQe th^t some neutral ships, under 
Imperial and French colours, v^ere expected to ^r^ivq on 
the coa6tofMal^bftr4irom£urope, laden wiih^mmtinitiop 

and ordnance stores for the use of Tippoo Sultan's army, 
/dispatebed the 14lPfiC¥a» Thames, |^d,Ve^t4} ArigaU^ 
la cruiM off tba( jcojsst, yf}ih orders tQ/M^eir commaii* 
ders^ strictly to e^amine^ all vessels they might iSiU Ib, 
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. iHrith. The commodore joined them sborlly after wilh 
. nhe CroWn 'iM Ph^nix. On (he 2Sd bf OdtcJwr; $k 
six o'clock in ihe evening, while he was cruizing to 
ihe tiorihwkrd 6f Tellicherry, and Ihe Phoenix aiul 
'Aeatanta ati "anchor in Ihe Roads I wo I^i^noh fihipi nM 
Vbrig were discovered in , the offing. Il being (he ilhl* 
^tihta's gitard, 'she got tiilder >eigh C^IMNird^lhtlin wiA 
was fullowed by the Phoenix ; but having flflle vvlhd, 
the French vessel gbt Into NI^hj6 'Road. - Oirpl; FooU 
*i>f%ie^Af«1^aht3. sent a boat Wfth an officer t)n 4>oahl 
themi but they refused to be examined, altedgtng that 
^diey We?e* fn thieir p&ti. I«Mediditely >(m life 
boat's return, Caplain Foot sent an officer of marines 
With^^^jfi^rty, with ortim, if kbMM cohlMue to 

'resist, to force the hatchways; which being effected, 

^ferVy in \he morith of Nov^rtiber, *tte RSsofciTrencTi 
frigate, of 32 guns, suid 200 rtiCn, arrivfed in MaB^ 
'Koaas;! atid at two in the -moaning on'Hie mh,med 
froni thence in con)pany'wl(h two mircfj^ritiiaeh. At 
day-lighf, 'Conihl()dbre CbrnWkHis, 'wh<^ 'Was taf^iicfior 
f'^i^^elRcR'e^^^ fn*(H^ 6lBtig, 'iM >IM»e * 

the Phoenix and Perseverance jdgnafs * to get tmder 
^ weigh 'anil ^Hii'^e tHem. The Phc^rijx taind up with 
^the ^French frigafle oflf Mangalore, and was hailed by 
pir 66i6ilbiAmer to know wfattt'tbis'wititiid? Sir Richard 
StWicNdrt 'AhHv^i^d, tf^at-he IMB^dhfefs to tNmrd'fhe 
^merchantmen in company with her, and Woiild ^end an 
7^cer 6n'b'oa^d to i^plain the reason. The%ifa(s V^tre - 
^ordered to be hoisted out for this purpose j and while • 
jjfoceeding to board the merchantmeo, were fired at 
"by ihe ^Vctich 'ftfgate, who ^on ilftter d!!*6Harged a 
' hfOid^idc Into the^PhloBnix i io'^ctiot) ensiled, and cbn<* 
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/ tiottiifHj^mlyTfive. i^ii^let, rnvl^en the ' Resola strficlc^ 

4iavi4if(.i(wen(y-five men killed, and forty wounded; 
JimoMg the; laUcf f Jher first captain daogefously, Tj\p 
'PhiBQix bfui sl% men killed, and elevei^ wounded* 

Lieutenant Finl^ytpi lh^R^^^^i^^S was among; the Iatter« 
-wbo died sMfi after* Commodore Cornwallis ordeied 
;the Perseverance to conduct the Resolu into -Malt^ 
.KoadSf mid le^v^iier t^ere ;..lhe Fcench ^^cers refused 
t0hpnF5» any further ^concern with the ship^ sayingi, that 
;ajje ba4 ^tirucl^ to the Plwniit^. . The twg merchantmen^ 
on being searcbedt, were. suffered io proceed on their ^ 
y^y^$^9 having on bo<^rd a^ij $torep cpntrarjf to the 

: Tb^' Pandera, ' of i24 gui^^ Captain Valentine Ed- 
^wa|d(i, vvhi^h was i^i^nt out in quest of Cluisliaiv an.d 

the other in^tijieers .of^the Bounty* on her arrival 
jOtalieite, secured sixteen of them, the rest had mailed 
..80i)ae dfys^t^efore, l^ut wheje was not known, neith^ 

have the); been. beard, of $ince. On jthe Pandor^^i're- 
^Ijirn bqipe op the Jfttli olT August, she struck upon a 
^pa^.iof«^rock^ <b ^nd^vpttx, ^aits,* and 

.cre^y .(except thirty-lhrec, and three of the Bount)*s i 
, jiiei\»} escaped Io an island m ihe Straits. Captain Ed-' 
. wardji .sent an ofQcer and some seamen to a small boat j 

to the island, of Timor, to procure a v,essel to t onvej 
' them jbo Coupatigf^ from whence, they proceeded Io Ba« 
.^tavia, and look their passage home in a Dutch ship. 

In the month of Jan» i79i2,^tbe West India mercliaots. 
. voted a present of 5001. to Capfain William Bligh, of 
. th.e navj> for services rendered while on the W^est India 

« 

. station. 

On the 30Lh of March, a court-martial was held oa ' 

board the Bedfof^j^ at Po/tsmouth, on lieutenant F. 
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I4alcolmy commander of the Buss cullei^, for <?raehy 
and oppression* The charges being fully proved« he 
was sentenced to be dismissed the service ; and ren« 
dered incapable of being again employed. 

OnUhe 1st of August, the West India islands wer# 
visited by a dceadful hurricane, which was most se« 
verdy feltat^Aeligaa; several plantaliDns were entirely 
destroyed, and many vessels and lives lost. 

On the 12ih.of September, a coart^martial assembled 
pinboard the Duke, in Portsmouth harbour, to try Jgm 
seph Coleman, Peter Uayward» Charles Norman^ 
Thornms Mackintosh, Isaac Morrison^ John Milwarcf, 
William Musprait, Thomas Birkelt, Thomas Ellison, 
and Michael Byrn, late seamen on board the Bounty 
armed ship, on a charge exhibited against them for 
QMitinvt having run ^away with the ship, and deserted 
'His Majesty's service. The evidence for the prosecu- 
tion closed on the 14th, and the court indulged the pri« 
spners till the 17 th to give in their defence. The next 
day the court having taken the whole into their conside- 
latbn, passed sentence of death on Ha.v ward, Morrison,' 
iMilward, Muspratt, Btrkett, and Ellison t the two first 
were recommended to meFcy. Coleman, Norman^ 
Mackintosh, and Byni were acquitted^r On the 29th of 
October, Birkett, Mil ward, and Ellison, were executed 
agreeable to their sentence, cm board the BmnsjiyickV' 
Peter-Hayward, midshipman, aiulJames Mofrifion, boat-^ 
swain^s mate, were pardoned, and liberated the ro« 
<|uest of the ooiirt<*amrtiaI«r Muspmti vm t^sntted d ur« 
ing pleasure. • " 

On the 25tb of Ootober, the Union packejt-boat, of 
Dover, Captain Suiton, was lost off the harbour of 

Calais. The time of high, tide had been sufiered to 
vol.. Ill* T - ♦ 
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pass, throagib some unexpected delay« and the vessel 

struck in coming out of Ihe port. In endeavouring 
io turn her to windward she missed stays^ and a fresh 
gale blowing at tbe roonientt she was driven^ back, and 
dashed against Ihe extremity of the southern pier. This 
accident was perceived from the vessels in the harbour ; 
but the sea ran too high to send any boats to her assis- 
lance. The people on board were for more than forty 
ninutes in a fearful situationi as they could not be 

^ drawn ashore without running the hazard of being 
crashed between tbe vessel and Ihe pier. At length, 
from the repeated shocks, her broadside gave way, and 
she instantly filed and sunk. The crew and passen- 

\ ' • gers, among whom were four English gentlemen, and 
several ladies^ were all fortunately saved. It is 1 05 
years since a similar circumstance has occurred ; but it 
is no small addition to its singularity, that the same 
company embarked the next morning at Calais, on 
board the Pitt, Captain Sharp, and actually underwent 
a second shipwreck. The iailer ves<;el was driven on 
shore at the back of the Northfaeadf in a violent gale 5 
but, happily, not one person was lost. 

Towards tbe latter end of Septembery Lord Macart* 
ney embarked on board the Lion, of 6*^ guns, com- 
manded by Sir £rasmus Gower, and proceeded on his 
embassy to China, accompany by the Hindostan East 
India ship, and armed brig. 

' On the 2Bth of January, 1793, Captain Bligb having 

a$:complisbed the object of his voyage before mentioned, 
arrived at the island of St. Vincent in the West Indies, 
where he landed 300 bread-fruit plants in excellent or- 
der. £arly in February iliQ Providence and Assistance 
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arrived at Jamaica, and deposited the remainder of the 

plants, after which Captain Bligh returned to England. 
While he remained at the island of Otaheite he could 
gain but very imprerfect intelligence of what became of 
the mutineers who had made oil wilb the Bounty. See 
Mariner's Cknmick, vol. iv. 
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NAVAL TRANSACTIONS 

rROM COJIMKNCr.MENT OF BOSXILITIf.6 WXIfi >Blird 

IK 1793^ TO THB PEACS Or 1809. ' 



OCCURRENCES IN 1793. 

Declmtibn of Hostilities. — Capture of tbe San8 Calottes««*»-Death 
of Lieutenant J. Western^-^Captafe of the Diiinottrier*T-Of 
file La Cleopatra. — ^Succcss of the Channel Fleet. — Capture of 
La Re-Union. — The Allies take Toulon which is defended 
againat the rrcneh.-^Iasalti to the British Flag at Getioa« re* 

- tented by the Sipure of La Modesle and L'Impereuz«— Cap* 

' . tare of Le Lutin Brig.--*Operation8 in the West Indiei.*— En- 
gagements with La Concorde, L' Liconstantj &lq, — Lilt of the 

' Enemy's Ships barnt and taii^en. 

Having now reached the interesting period when 

the National Convenlion of France declared war against 
Great Britain and Holland^ Februarjr 2, 1793^ for ibe 
satisfaction of our readers we shall enter info moreco* 
pious details, and arrange the occurrences of each year 
under distinct heads (as ajbove) for the sake of immediate 
I e (ere nee. - 

The complioient which was paid by the convention 
of France was immediately returned by Hh Britannic 
Majesty, whose royal proclamation was issued to mako 
reprisals of alt French vessels. 

Previous to this denunciation of hoslilities, a small 
squadron had been sent by the English government for 
the defence of the Dutch province of Zealand, then 
threatened by the army of Dumourier, and, on their 
now actoatly entering Holland* a detachment of die 
guards vv-as dispatched to her assistance, under the 
command of His Royal Highness the Duke of York. 

This squadron being united with a force equipped iy 
tbe States General for the same purpose^ kepi in cha «^ 
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t French flotilla at Dunkirk, and another at Antwerp, 
composed of giw-boaU and a corveitej^ which lalter 
they afterwards sunk !n their retreat. A smftll tqaadroo 
of gun4)oats was also fitted out on the Bies Bosch by 
Lord Aucklancf, the English ambassador, at the expense 
of Great Britain : this flotilla manned by British sea- 
men from our merchant ships in the Dutch ports^ and 
commanded by Captain Berkeley, considerably annoyed 
Itie enemy, whoj on the retreat of their army in the 
NeCherlandsj were compelled to evacuate the Datcb- 
territory. 

In the interim measares were talen for stiengthennig' 

the forces at our diOerent possessions^ and two formida* 
Ue fleets sailed from England, the one destined to act 
in the Channeland the other in the Mediterranean* 

In order to create a serious /distress by intercepting' 
the enemy's supplies of grain, the commanders of our 
squadrons were also instructed to prevent all neutral 
dbips from triEMisporting corn to die ports of France* 

On the >Stb, His Majesty's brig Scourge, of 8 guns, 
and 70 men, commanded by Captain George Btisac, 
being on a craize in the Channel, fell in with,vand after 
an action of three hours> captured the Sans Culotes 
French privateer, of 1 2 guns, and 82 men« nine of whom 
w-ere killed and twenty wounded. The Soourjje had 
one nuin killed and one wounded. 

On the 24th, Rear-admiral Gardner sailed from Spit* 
head for tlie West Indies,, with a squadron of ships of 
waiv 

On the 2 1st, Lieutenant John Western, of the Syren 
frigate^ who commanded the g;un^boat, at the attack 
of the French batteries on the Moordyke, was killedi. 
This gallant yoi^ng^ officer had signalissed himself tho^ 

tS 
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preceding evening, by having surprised and driven the 
enemy from (heir batt^est and taken possession df 
their guns, which were carried and delivered to the go* 
vernor of Williamstadt^ from "whom Lieutenant Wcs-» 
tern received public thanks for his brave and intrepid 
conduct. His Royal Highness the Duke of , York, sen* 
ilble of the merits of Hhis young man, gave directiens 
for his remains (o be interred at Dort, with the higiiesi 
bonburs ; and ordered a monument to be erected to hit 
memory,^ with the following inscription : 

« 

** To the lamenfed memory of John Western, Esq. 

lieutenant of His Britannic Majesty's frigate the Syren ; 
and as a testimony pf the gallant services peribrmed by 
him, this monument is erected by, order of His Royal 
Highness the Duke of York. 

' **Liettfenknt Western, after distinguishing himself 
by his conduct and intrepidity with which he assisted 
the«garrison of WilliamsfaBdt,. (at that time besieged by 
the French) fell early in the career of glory, having 
been unfortunately killed by the enemy off the Moor* 
-d)ke, on the 2 1st day of May, 17U3, in the 22d year 
of his age, in the service of his country^ and in defence 
of Holland. 

*• His remains were deposited In this place, attended 
by His, Royal Highness the Duke of York, by the ofii^ 
cers and seamen of the rojal navy ; the companions of 
his meritorious exertions, and by the brigade of His 
Britannic Majesty's foot-guards in garrison at Dort.** 

The Prince of Orange as a mark of the high sense, 

he entertained of the eminent services peribrmed in Ihe 
gun-boats, by Captain yetters Cornwall Berkeley^ 

Lii^ulenanls Halkelt and Fbimpii) of the navy, ordered 
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each to be presejiied with a medal, with a suitable in« 
scription, valae 500 guilders. The two htter on their 
return to England were prorauted to the rank of master 
and commander. 

Early in April, part of the squadron def?tined for the 
Mediterranean! sailed from Spithead, under the com* 
nmnd of Rear*8dmirai Geli. Off Cape Finisterre, they 
fell in with, and captured, the General Dumourier 
French privateer, which had a few Hays before taicea 
the St. Jago, Spanish register ship; she was retaken by 
the squadron, and both sent to England nnder convpy, 
of the Edgar.- On board the Dumourter were found 
66jr chests of dollars, besides some valuable packages 
to the amoont of between two and three hundred tbou« 
sand peunds. They were taken out and put on board 
the Edgar. On this ship's arrival at Portsmouth, all the 
treasure and other valuable articles were landed and 
conveyed to the bank ot England in twenty-one wag* 
gons, escorted by a' detachment of light dragoons. 
Sorae pf the pieces of silver weighed 167 pounds each. 
The cargo of the St. Jago was estimated at one million 

sterling. 

On the night of the 1 1 th of A^ril, the Bedford, of 
74 guns. Captain Robert Mahn/ and Leopard, of 50 
guns. Captain John Maude, fell in with each other off 
Spilly; the night being eKtremely dark, they ^ either 
imslook or did not distinctly see each other's signals, 
and commenced a smart action ; unfortunately the mis« 
take was not discovered until several men'vrere wound* 
ed on both aides. 

On the 1,5th, Vice^dmiral Cosby sailed from Sptt<« 
head, with a squadron of ships-of war^ and a large flget. 
of merchantmen under bis convoy* 
% 

b 



^ THB BaiTliH TMPSKtJ 

Early m the month of May, Vice-admiral HolbaoR ' 
sailed frorn^ Spithead for the Meditenraneaii, . wilfc if^' 
squadron of ships of war; and on the 22d, Lord Hdddh 
followed with the remainder of Ihe fleet desiiQed 4% ' 

- m 0 

serve under bis or Jers on that Blalion. ' 

Captain Jonathan Faulkner, in the Venus frigate of;i 
S6 guns^ and 220 men^beiog out a cruise off* the AzoiiSijfl^ 
gave chace to a French frigate, with which he came ' 
up and maintained a. smart running attion for soo^ ' 
time; but Captain Faulkner observing another largfv^ 
French frigate bearing down to her assistance; he waf. ^ 
obliged to cease firing and make sail from them. 

On the 18th of June, at day-h*ght in the^ mornings ' 
Captain Edward FeUew, io La Nymph, of 36 ffit^ / 
and 220 men, -being ofiT the Start, fell in, with, and after ^ 
a severe action, which lasted with iiuiabating iliry for. . 
fifty-five minutes,, captured La Cleopatra French fng0Hm* 
' of 40 guns, and 320 men, commanded by M. Jeai 
Mulier, who was killed ; three of his lieutenants yffn 
ed, and near 100 of the people*. The Cleopatra'^ ml 
mast and tiller being shot away, she fell on board Lfiy 
Kympli, Capt. Pellew instantly gave orders toboard biil^ 
which were executed with great bravery from ihi 
quarter-deck^ and struck her cokniss. La Njrmph 
the boatswain^ four midshipmen,, and eighteen- seamei 
and marines killed. Mr. George Lake, second lieufei 
ant I Mr. John Whitaker, of the marines ;: iw:o audduj 
men and twenty-tliree seamen wounded. The 
of the captam of La Cleopatra was landed,, and 
in Portsmouth church-yard; his surviving officers W( 
permitted to attend him to the grave. La Ch 
' was taken into the navy and called L'Oiseaiu 

The Channel fleet,.. consisting of Meen sail of 

line, three of which weie first rates^. sailed- jiro|n 
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head under the command of Lord Howe, on the 1 4lh 
of July : but ibe admiral was soon todticedi by the bad 
appearance of the weather, to seek shelter in Torbay 
where, on the 244h, he received inleiligeoce^ thai an 
American ship had passed tbrongh a French fleet com* 
posed of seventeen ships of the line, ten leagues to the 
westward of BeUekle. Patting sea on tlie following 
day, with the wind at west, he fell in with the Eurydice 
frigate, whose captain bad received a similar accomil 
from the" master of an * English privateer, who added> 
that the French were supposed to have siaiioned them* 
selves off fielteiste for tbp protection of a convoy from 
the West Indies. Lord Howe conceiving a re-inforce» 
Blent uf bis geet desirablcr both to stienglhen an attack 
upon the enemy, and toensofe the safety of our own 
merciiantmen dai|y expected from Jamaica and the 
Leeward Isiandst on bis arriving off the Sound, dis* 
patched the Eurydice to Plymouth with a request for 
two additional third rates, by wbich be was tminediatelf 
joined; mnd^ the wind veering (o the^nor^th, stood away 
with his squadron to the westward. Having clear^ 
Ushant, be altered his cotsrse to the souUiward and 
steered for the supposed station of the French ileet. 

On the 3^1 st of July, when be had nearly reached 
the latitude of Belleisle, the wind veered suddenly back 
to the N. and N.N.E. on which the fleet stood in to* 
wards the land on the larboard tack. At about two 
o'clock in the afternoon thev descried theisland in the 
C.N.E. and almost at thOrSame raoment discovered the 
enemy's fleet on th^ weather beam, standing by the 
wind on the starboard tack. At about five o'clock Ae 
enemy tacked to the N.E. bearing N.W. by W. their 
topsails appearing freto the oaast head,, just above th% 
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verge of the horizon* The^British fleet contlnueJ 
standing in, lili at the distance of about three leagues 
from the north end of (lie^sland, when they put about 
soon after six. o'clock on the starboard tack, and the 
aignal was made at the same time for all the ships to 
carry h'ghts, and repeat signals during the night. The 
breejse being moderate^ the rate of sailing by the wind, 
never exceeded' three knots an hour; and the next 
morning the wind lessened^ continued to decreasoj and 
jell entirely at noon. - 

During the earlier part of Augusi 1^ seventeen sail 
of the enemy were seen in the N*E. and afterwards a 
greater number; always nearly at the same distance^ 
and too far oflf for the pursuers to make a correct esti* 
mate -of tbeir force* At seven oVrlock in the morning 
the fleet was put on the larLoard taek ; but changed 
again to the starboard^ as an alteration of the wind fa^ 
voured the endeavour to approach the enemy, many- 
of whom were seen from the deck towards noon* As 

* • 

the evening came on> a light breeze rising from tlie 
N.W. they steered directly for the French squadron ; 
b^t on its shifting again to the N*£. the admiral hauled 
his wind to the northward during the night, in a direc- 
tion parallel to the line of the coasts in order to get in 
with the more northern shore. The ships of the enemy, 
when last seen from the mast-head, amounted to twenty* 
one sail: two of their frigates, seemingly appointed 
for the purpose of reconnoitering the British ileet, ad- 
vanced near enough for t[ieir hulls to lie descried from 
the deck. 

4bn the 2d of August, not a French ship was to be 
feen ; but the master of an American informed the Eth 
gUsh, that he had tlie day before passed through the 
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French fleet, wliicli he represented as consisting of se^ 
venteen sail of the Hkie, and added, that a seventy-fouc 
gun ship had sailed in company with him from UOrienI 
the day before for the purpose of joining them. A 
French frigate, shut in by the Engitsfa fleet between the 
Penmarks and the Saints, was driven this day on shore 
by the strength of the tide. August S« two French 
ships were chased by the advanced frigates ; bnt wer^ 
too close to the shore to be intercepted in their retreat* 

The unsettled state of the weather, which afterwards 
became very tempestuous, made Lord Howe anxious to 
disengage his squadron from the intricate navigation of 
this part of (he coast, and indued him to haul his wind. . 
Having from the freshness of the wind on the succeed* 
iog days, failed in an attempt to look into Brest,' ho 
again cast anchor in Torbay on the 10th. From this 
time to October the fleet was employed in convoying 
oar trade. 

On the 28th of September, during a severe gale and 
a large heavy swell, -Captain Jones, of the Chesterfield 
packet, feir in with, and spoke the Maria, Caplaia 
Httmphris, of London, bound to Newibundli^id, out 
five weeks, and in great distress, her mizen-mast aad 
main top-mast carried away, her boats washed over« 
board, her stem frame stove In, six of bee u pper deck 
beams broken, and in a very leaky condition. The 
calitain and crew in this dreadful situation, soUcite4 
Captain Jones to take them on board; but his boats 
having been washed overboard in the same gale of wind, 
in which the Maria sufi^red, there was no alternative . 
to give these poor men assistance, but boarding her with 
the packet, t Captain Jones accordingly determined to 
try wb&l be could do at all risquesj and was happy 
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enough to execute fais plcm wUb a good deal of success^ 

by laying her on board on the larboard quarlef« by 
Which efibri he took out the captain and five ni€» ^ but 
two of the crew, in the great hurry and expedition in 
whkh ii was executed' were untbrtunately left on board. 
1 Captam Jones, with the greatest bumantty^roade several 
unsuccessful attempts to release these unhappy meu 
firom theic miserable 'litiiation ; at length ^he tan closer' 
along-side (he Maria and threw a rope on board, calling 
to the men to make themselves fast to it and jump over* 
board, which tliey execut^ and were hauled on board 
unhurt. 

October -SO, Captain James SaumareZi in the Cresit 
cent, of 36 guns, and 260 men, being off tfee Cape 
' Barfleur, fell in with a French frigate, wbidi, after » 
close action of two hours and twenty minutes,, he com- 
pelled to strike* She proved to be JLa ii.e-Union, of 36 
guns, and 320 men; 120 of whom were either killed 
or wounded. Notwithstanding such a severe and long 
contest, the CreseenI had not a man killed or wonnded.. 
A large French cutter was in company, which at ihe 
oommencement of the action made sail and got iota 
Cherliourg^ The Re-Union was purchased by govern* 
ment, and added to the navy. Captain Saumarez sooa 
after received the honour of knighthood for his gallant 
conduct, and was presented by the merchants of lin- 
den with a handsome piece of pkte. Mr. Parker, fine 
lieutenant of the Crescent, wlis promote4 to the rank 
of master and commander. 

On the 244b, the Thames frigate, of 32 guns, and 
220 men, commanded by Captain James Cotes, Tieing 
in the latitude forty-seven degrees north, and longi- 
tude seven degrees west, at iiine in tlie morning dia*» 
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oovered a French frigate, vie; UUtiane, of SS gun^u 
and 320 men ; at halt past ten the Thames closed with 
her and commenced a brisk action^ whicb continued . 
until ten minutes past two^ when the Frenchman hauled 
o(F and made ail Ibe ^sail he could set, leaving the 
Tliames^ in toQr disabled a state to ptirsoe her. The 
masts, yards, standing and running rigging of the 
Thames were so moch wounded and cot to pieces, with 
several shot between wind and water, that Captain 
Cotes found it absolutely necessary to put before the 
wind to save the masts from falling overboard. Whilst 
they were refitting and getting the ship in a sla(e to 
carry sail, three large siiips hove in sight, bearing down 
with all sail set under English colours; Ihe largest soon 
passed under the stern of the Thames^ and poured in a 
broadside; upon which Captain Cotes consulted his 
oQicers, who agreebg with him in opinion that resistance 
would only expose the remaining crew to destruction, 

and every possibility of escape cut oH'; he hailed and 
informed the Fr.ench captaia (hat he ha4 surrendered* 
The French frigates were La Carmagnole, of 42 guiis, 
.and 360 men, L'Uriane, of 38 guns, and 320 men ; 
and aiiother of 36 guns, and 30Q men. The first took 
the Thames in tow, and anchored in Bre.st the next 
day« The loss she sustained, was ten killed; Mr« 
George Robinson, second lieutenant, Mr. George Nor^ 
ris, the master, and twenty-one men wounded. 
' Oil the 28th, two French luggers pul into the island 
of Alderney, and landed about forty ol ihcir crew ; 
the inhabitants not suspecting them to be enemies, were * 
taken by surprise ; consequently a Serjeant, corporal, 
ja&d twelve of the royal independent invalids, were 
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' rtiade prisoners ; they were carried wilh several 

cattle, sheepv &c* 
. ' On the 3(st, the squadron under the command of | 
Rear-admiral Macbride, in conjunction with the ariny j 
under General Sir Charles Grey, sent to the relief of | 
Ostend and Nieupurt, obliged the French to abandon 1 
their situation before those places and retire to Dunkirk. 

At the end of this month Lord Howe took the sea 
with a squadron composed of twenty-four sail of the line 
and se\<erai frigates* 

On the ISth of November a squadron of French 
ships was discovered : six sail of the h'ne, two frigates, 
a brig, and a schooner, were descried to windward 
from the mast head. These soon after bore down, pro* 
bably^to assure themselves of the strength of the £n« 
"glish, till their hulls were distinctly seen from the deck. 
They were immediately chased, when^tfaey made off 
w ith all the canvas they could bear, in a very fresh 
wind from the S. and S. by E. carrying whole topsails 
with top-gallant sails set occasionally; while double 
reefed top-sails with lop-gallant-sails upon them, were 
ail the sail the British ships could support against the 
wind and sea. They were followed on the different 
tacks, to which they at times changed, during the rest 
of the day ; but none of the squadron, except the La- 
tona frigate, commanded by Captain Thornborough, 
came up with them before night. This otficer gallantly 
ran along their line, in order to gain a station for lead- 
ing the advanced ships of our fleet into action, under a 
repeated firevfroro four of theii capital ships, which be 
returned at int^tals in the hope of disabling their rig- j 
ging. Unfortunately the wind, backing more round | 

I 

I 
I 
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to tha eastward, &bifted to the £.S.£« and £• soon after 
witlnlght ; when the night growing extremely darKj 
and several of the advanced ships of the squadron be* 
ing thrown by the alteiatioD of the wind as much to 
locward as they were before to windward, it was de* 
iermined to keep the wind with the wealhermost part 
of the fleet, in order to take advantage of this change 
to the eastward, in case any of the French ships should 
put aboot on Ihe other tack, or be restrained from bear- 
ing up by the chasing ships lo icijward holding a milte 
western course* On tlie appearance of morning how- 
ever, the disappointed pursuers saw nothing but an 
open sea. As the day advanced^ it was perceived, 
^Ifaai one ship of the line and three frigates, that were 
ahead and nearest the enemy at the close of the day« 
and lour other ships of the lihe bad separated during 
the night chace. Under these circumstances the admi- 
made a signal for re-asaembiiog the fleet, though be 
was informed that one of the French ships of force, 
which could not be seen from the body of the fleet, w as 
stili in view ahead. This ship had been pursued by the 
SouthampLon frigate, tilt the signal of recal was given. 
The separation of this ship from the rest of the enemy > 
squadron made Lord Howe conclude, that the PVench 
had dispersed in the night, in order to facilitate their 
escape^ During the remainder of the cruize they saW' 
no mere of the enciny, and the fleet again disappoint; 
Ing the ea^peciatiou of the country, in the month of Do* 
cember, returned to port. 

Such was the high opinion the admiralty had pf th^ 
spirited conduct of Captain Thomborough upon this 
occasion J thai on Ihe arrival of the fleet at Spithead, 
Jl^arl Howe received the following letter from ihe board, 

V 2 
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^hicb wa« ordered to be commontcated to all the sbips^ 

cotDpanies. 

JdmraJ^'OJ^e, Dec. lUK 1793. 

** W Y Lor Dj 

'* In return to that part oVyov^t lordsbtp^s letter of 

the 301h past^ slating the spirited conduct of Cap(am 
Thornboroogfa, in the transactions on the 18tb of the 
same raonth, and of (he oppordinity } on had of observ- 
ing the equal ardour shewn by the other commanders 
and captains of the fleet on the same occasion ; I am 
commanded by my lords to signify their desire, that you 
should a»ure Captain Tbornborougk, and the other 
commanders and captains of the fleet, of their lordshtp'W 
satisfaction in that testimony of their commendable ex* 
ertii^ns. 

I am^ my Lordf 
Your loidshtp^s most obedient^ 
'«« Most humble servant, 

(signed) Philiv STEvaHS.** 

' To Admiral Earl Howe." 

On the 26th, Vice-admiral Sir Joha Jervis sailed 
from Spithead with a squadron of ships of war ; having 
iindcr his convoy, a fleet of transports with troops on 
board, destined for the West-Itidief, commanded by 
General Sir Charles Grey. 

' December U Rear-admiral Macbride sailed from 
.Portsmouth with a squadron of trigates and several 
tr^sports . with troops on board, commanded by Earl 
Moira, to make a diversion in favour of the Royalists 
on the coast of BriUny and Normandy. 
We shall now turn to the Mediterranean, into wbidi 
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sea Admiral hsnd Hood bad beot> sent with a powerful 
annaiiimt. 

Tbe south, which alone had manifested a serious op« 
position to the then prevailing goi*eriiffient of France, 

either suiTered from its fury, or trembled at llie ap* 
proach. of its avenging armiesy wben the- fleet of Lord 
Hood appeaned m tbe Mediterranean. The etMiiisince$r 
he gav^ of the friendly view« of Great Britain, won 
the oanfideQce of tbe disafieded cities, end the fbrcb 
he brought with him invigorated the spirit of resistance, 

As^il was impossible to afford any effiacteal iuceoufs 
to Marseilles, then thfealened by the repeblican fbi^ces ; 
his assistance was confined to tlie protection of ships 
loaded with grain and destined forats^cdiaf | ^but tolbe 
citizens ot Toolon, whose fleet and arsenal rendered 
it an otqect of tbe first impoitance, both to the bop^ 
of tbe Royalists, and the interestrof Or^al Britain, be 
promised all tbe supp^ift m his power, on condition of 
their giving an unequivocal proof loyalty in tbe im- * 
Biedkte acknowledgment of Louis XVIt. Tbe sections 
were not Mamoioea in ihek determ^tion^ the 
Jacobinical party still retaimd a considetoUe influence ; 
bat a megoGtation wascarried on through Mr« Cook, % 
Kemettaat in tbe fleets who torn* leported Ihe taeiMUph 
of the royalists, and the terms on wiuch th^ were 
mMag te receive 4be- English iii4e tbe placer Tbt 
leading articles in this treaty were> that the town should 
be beld by. the Efuglish for lnouis XViL and tbe ships 
and ftffts mte^ed en the eondasion of. pdaoew^ • 

As it was necessary for the British to have possession 
mSAe tela wbicii eotnniaad tbe tfailps in* Ihe road before 
tbe fieet could venture to enter it. Lord Hood, on the 
jMth 0£ Aoffisty. diSBBBfbadLed. iSOO msn, under the 

V 3^ ' 
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commrod of Captain Elpbin&lone of ibe oavy» in ordw 
to take posfiession of the forts, which cemmaoded the 
joad. This party,, protected by a detacbment of the 
fleet, made tbeiii9«elve9 masters of the fort of La Malgue 
.without any molestation from the batteries, commanded 
by Si» Jiilien, a declared jacobiiu This man, who bad 
been raised to the command of the fleet by the vok^ of 
Ihi^ seamen, being advertised, that any vessel, which 
did not land her powder, and remove into the inner 
h^rbQUr, .would be treated as an enemy, fled with the 
crew^ ^f .seven of the ships* The remainder of the 
fleet did not expose themselves to the consequences of 
dtaobedionoe, but immediately complied with the Bri* 

4ish admiral's prden« 

The sections of .the town then made a con vention 
with the republican seamen, who obtained four sbipa 
of the line to transport them to ports in the Atlantic, 
JLord Hood latifying the agre|meut and giving them 
paiises for protection. 

Don Juan de Laogara, a Spanish admiral, who was 
seccxading tbe.i>peratioos of bis sovereign's army on the 
iVontiers of France by a powerful squadron, soon joined 
(he. Siiglisbi.' and through his means 3000 Spaniards 
w^re prpciired from the army of Rdussiilon. Detach- 
ments troops also arrived from Naples and Sardinia ; 
a leinfiHcemenl was expected ftom the garrison of. Gib- 
laltar, and 5000 men were promised from Milan. 
. On the 31st» the republican General Carleaux ap- 
proached near to Joolon with about 750 men and ten 
pieces of cannpm To tbesje .was after wards added the 
army of Italy $ #nd the befiegers) when in their greatest 

strength, consisted, according to the reports of deser- 
ters, of .betwe^i^ thirty and forty thousand men* On 
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the olher band^ the strength of the place itself was . 
smalU and iU iecurlty depended on the maintaining a 
great number of heights, commanding ihe town and 
harboors^ which the allies tinfortanately had not a 8u& 
ficient force to defend against the repealed attacks of a 
numerous and enterprising enemy. 

The first encounter, which a part of Carteaox^s army 
had with a detachment of English and Spaniards, was 
* not very encouraging to the republicans. * Captaia 
Elpbinstone who was appointed governor of Fort La 
Malgue, having received intelligence, that some troops 
of' the enemy had advanced ta within five miles of the 
town, marched oat to meet them. The French were 
posted in the village of LX}Uouille8, on the side of a 
Sleep hiH, rendered difficult of access hy a ravine, 
which had a stone-bridge over it, defended by two 
pieces of cannon. The windows of Ihe village and ^ 
the walls of the circumjacent vineyards were lined with 
•musquetry,. and two pieces of cannon were mounted 
in a ruinous fort. Captain Elphinstone was disappoint* 
ed in bis expeetation of a reinforcement of French 
Iroops and some cannon, which were to have jcrined 
him from the town, and the force commanded by him 
amoanted to but 300 English, and an equ^I number of 
^Spaniards, entirely unsupported by artillery. Having* 
waited a ^considerable time for the arrival of thereiiii* 
iorcement> and no signs appearing of its approach, the 
closing in of the evening compelled him to decide be* 
tween a retretit, or an immediate attack ; he did not 
hesitate which alternative he should embrace, but or<- 
dering two flanking parties, previously detached for the 
purpose of seising on eminences to the right and leO, 
to keep up a vigorous fire on the cannon at the bridge 
4 
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he commanded the mam column to advance under cover 
of a stone wall la within 200 yards of the enemy ; and 
, when exfM>9ed to ibeir fire, to rush forward with bayi^ 
nets fixed. The attack was made with equal energy 
' and success : Ihe allies beat the ett&aj from ail thohr 
posts, gaining possession of their cannon^ ammunition^ 
«nd standards. 

Soon after ihts, 'Lord Mi^rave arrived from Italy, 
and at^iie request of Lord Hood, look the command 
of the troops, tiH the llelerniinatioo of the English go* 
vernmenl respecting the appointment of a governor 
should be known. Two days after his arrival, a de* 
tachment of Carleaux*s army, which hnbg on the works 
of the allies, in order to harass the garrison, carried a 
post, defended by a party of Spaniards, and a small 
force of French national guards belonging to the town* 

This advantage was of Httie -conseqaencey for the 
enemy only anticipated the intentions of the English 
general, who had previously determined to order its 
ovaciiation i as it was discovered lo be oat of the line 
of defence. For some time they appeared occupied ia- 
pushing their patroles near the out^posts, and the allies 
remained on (he defensive, rather than risk exhausting 
llieir stj^all garrison by &tigue. 

The allies vrere successful in most of their first ope* 
ratioos, and th^e French sustained a ^ery severe loss, m 
Seplember« freia an. attack made on a height, fimm 
which the Spaniards had been expelled by the besiegers.^ 
This enterprise was conducted by Lord Mulgmve^ and 
reftected the highest credit on the English arms ; nor 
should the services of a corps of Neapolitans on this 
occasion, be passed over in silence ; a detachment of 
these troops gave an example of galiaiUry# which ooukL 



Digitized by Google 



OR, EEOISTER OF VKTA% ACtlONS. 22S 

♦ s. 

itoi have been surpassed by the best disciplined^ and 
most enierprising, soldiers. The loss on the side of the 
British amoQisted to only one kiUed» and ten wounded; 
among the latter, Lieutenant NeWnham, of the navy, 
who commanded in Fort Fomet ; he died a Tew da>a 
after, and" was succeeded by Lieutenant Tupper, of 
the Windsor Castle* 

For the better protection in future of the outer road, 
a id naval hospital, which had been exposed to these 
partial attacks from the enemy« it was found necessary 
to place a battery on the Hauteur de Grasse ; for this 
purpose^ three 2i-pounders were, by the active zeal 
and great exertions of Captain Charles Tyler, Lieute* 

nants Serecold and Brisbane, of the navy, with the 
seamen under their command, with infinite labour and 
extraordinary expedition, dragged up a 'very tteep 
ascent* 

On the 1 st of October, the combined British, Spa* 

t\h\i, and Neapolitan troops, under the command of 
Lord Mulgrave, Captain £Iphinstone, and Rear^^dou^ 
ml Oravina, obtained a complete victory over the re* 
publican troops on ihe heights of Pharon, vyhich con- - 
sisted of near 2000 men, of whom 1 500 were killed, 
wounded, and taken prisoners; the great loss sustained 
by the enemy, was chiedy owing to the precipitancy of 
their retreat, many having hllen over the precipices 
and broke their necks* The loss on the side of the 
combined forces amounted to eight kiiled, seventy-two 
wounded, two missing, and forty-eiglu taken prisoners* 
On the night of the 8tb, a detachment of Bficiih, 
Spanish, -Neapolitan, and Ptedmonlese troopis, under 
the command of Captain Robert Bcereton, oil the 3Qtb 
regiment, with: a party pf seamen, u&d^r. Lieutenant 
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Serecoid* of Ibe navy, surprisjed and jcarried bjr storoi 
three strong batteries which the enemy had erected on 
Les Uau(eur des Moulins^ and de Reinier; the 9itualioa 
of ibe gmund made it anposaible to bring off tbe guny 
and mortars; they were therefore spiked and rendered 
useless. Above 200 of the enemy w^e kitle|l» wound'- 
ed, and taken prisoners. On the side of the combined 
forces^ four were killed and seven wounded* 

On the 2&d, Lord Hood was much surprised to re* 
ceive a letter from Don Langara, acquainting him that 
- on account of the valour and good conduct of Admiral 
GraVina, His Catholic Majesty had promoted hlra to 
the rank of lieutenant-^general^ and ''-bad appointed 
htm commander-in-chief .of the combined forces at Tdu* 
Ion/' This Lord Hood very properly resisted; the 
town and its dependent fbfts, were yielded to- the firitr 
ish troops entirely to his lordship's disposal, or to act 
under whatever British officer he might judge fit to ap« 
pointw He therefore ielt tt his duty to put the SardHiian 
and Sicilian troops, together with tlie British, under 
Ibe command of Major-general O'Hai^, who had ar« 
rived on the same clay with a commission to be gov ciuor 
of Toulon. and its dependencies. - 

The menacing position in which Don Langara placed 
his fleet, consisting of twenty^^one sail of the line, under 
the pretence of moving into more. convenient btrtbs» 

gave strong reasons to suspect he meditalcd an nUack 
on tbe British a^miraU whose force at that time in tbe 
harbour of Toulon was only ten sail of Ibe line* This 
proved notliing more tiian a gasconade ; tiiougb Don 
Langara sought frequent o^portuotties to entice Lord 
Hood to a rupture, b^ the improper propof^als which 
.he freouently made, and the dissatislaction shewn at 
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the unequal partkion of power between the comman- 
dei& of the two nations ; all of which • Lord Hood re- 
sisted with becoming firmness and resolution. 

On the evening of the 15th of November, a large 
body of the enemy made several vigorous attacks on 
Fori Alulgravej siluated on the heights of Bfilaguter^ 
which covered the town and harbour of Toulon, in ail 
of which they wererepulsed hf the spirited exertions of 
Captain Duncan Campbdlj of the royalists, who com- 
manded the detachment in the foK. The enemy's loss 
was very considerable, amounling to about 600^ men 
killed and wounded; on the side of the combined forces 
only sixty-one ; among the wounded were Captain 
Campbell, and Lieutenant Liemoioe, of the royal ap* 
tillery''. 

On the 30th, the enemy having erected and opened 
a battery against the post at Malbousquet, from which 

shells woLikl reach the towii and arsenal. Governor 
O'Hara was determined to attempt to destroy it, and 
bring off* the guns : accordingly, dt Ibar o'clock in the 
morning, a corps of 2300 men, consisting of the com- 
bined forces, under the eemmand of Majer^genefal 

David Dundas, marclied from Toalon, surprised and 
completely carried J be redoubt. But the ardour and 
impetuosity of the troops, (instead of forming in- the 
he^'ht where the battery was raised, as they were par* 
ticularly ordered to do,) led Ibem to rash aAer the «ne- 
my near a mile on Ahe other side, in a very scattered 
and irregular manner. In consequence of which the 
enemy collected in very great force, and compelled the 
combined forces to retreat with considerable loss. Go* 
yernor O'Hara was involved in the unfortunate cohse* 
quences of this defeat, and made prisonej^ bjr the enemy ^ 
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Hairing been wounded in the arm* lie was attempting 

to return, supported by two soldiers, when growing i 
faint ffom los^ of bloody and finding it iiQiipossible to 
proceed, he insisted on their leaving him, and prov idii}^ 
for tfaeir own safety. 

At this time the etiemy was increased to between 
thirty and forty thousand men : while the force of tl e 
aDies consisted bat of eleven, 4000 of whom were ren- 
dered incapable of performing Iheir duty by sickness. 
* The troops tit for sgjivice were tiarassed by severe 
fatigue, occasioned by the occupation of a great extent 
of posts. Batteries were erected against many of the 
worl^ still in their possession* and every, thing announc* 
ed'the melancholy certainty, of a speedy and successful 
attack. This was not long delayed: on the ] 7th of 
December, the French carried by storm a fort erected 
by the allies^ on the heights of La Grasse, entering it 
without much opposition, on the side defended by the 
Spaniards, This post, after being annoyed for threa 
jds^s by discbarg^s of shot and shells which made a 
conridc^rable slaughter among the troops, was at last 
stormed by three numerous and m^ssy columns of the 
enemy^ reported to confist esich of 5000 men. The 
British soldiers and seamen did not abandon the quarter 
in , which they were stationed, without making as firm || 
a resistance as their situation would allow ; but fl e 
French, with their usual quickness aud ingenuity^ took ^ 
Advantage of thie iU construction of tho^ fort, and di- 
rected their march so skilfully, as to elude the fire frum • 
the works : and the besieged were obliged to weaken 
their own defences* and cut down the embrasures, io , 
order to bring their guns to bear. The enemy, instead 
of foUowbg up their success, retired tor a considerable \ 

♦ 
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&me, after deaioU$hing tfae greatest part of the works ; 

but (he consternation which had pervaded the Spanish 
and NeapoItUQ 4roops, rendered the recovery of the 
post irapossible ; end another attack, on the same day, 
drove the alh'es froma n^ost important position on Mount 
Phanm. The besiegers, by obtaining possession of the 
heights of Le Grasse, gained the entire command of 
the inner harbour, which the combined fleet .quitted t 
the folk>wing night, and anchored in the outer road. 

The town and inner road were now completely com* 
manded by the shot «nd shelfsof the enemy, whose 
troops overhung the city on different sides, appearing 
every moment ready to break in, with a force, which 
no hope could be entertained of resisting with success. . 
Within, the royalists were in the utmost dismay, ,the 
jacobins were ripe for revolt, and a great part of the 
force of the allies in a state of despondency. 

At this crisis^ a council of war was summoned. The 
necessity of evacuating the town was admitted by all 
parties ; bat a short discussion arose respecting the pos- 
sibility of rendering a post at Cape Sepet capa:ble of 
affording prolection to the anchorage in the outer har- 
bour ; a project however, which the engineers, on be- 
ing consulted, pronounced impracticable. The next 
determination taken, was to destroy the French ships ^ 
in dock, and the naval, stores^ which parsed without 
opposition, though the Spaniards were known to be ad- 
« verse to its execution. It was agreed, from evident ^ 
motives of policy, to conceal the resolution taken for 
ahftndoning the place, as long a.s possible,- ^nTto defer 
the destruction of the ships and stores (ill the last. It 
was at the same time determined, that the French ships 
ready for sea should sail out with the allies, und^r the 

yoL. III. X 
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^command of Admiral Trugoffe, a decided royalist ; anil 
that all possible exertions should be made, on the eva* 
cuation of the place,\for carrying off those of the inha* 
^titants, whose conduct had rendered 'tbero obnoxtoas 
to the fury of the republicans. In Ihe mean time, such 
as dtstrust<^ the precaftoas means ot escape* incidental 

. to a general retreat, now considered inevitable* though 
!iiot known to be in immediate contemplation* received 
permission lo quit the town instantly. These were to 
provide for their own safety* oni}oard the merchantmen 
in the harbour, ' which the' allies engaged to provide ; 
Ittt the general confusion which soon ensued* defeated^ 
in a great measm'e* the plans formed for their preser* 
vation, ^ . ■ 

In the mean time the troops retired from sach posts* 
as it was deemed expedient to evacuate, without much 
interruption from the enemy : but many of the Neapo- 
litan troops quitted the works entrusted to them witHbut 
orders: and those, who' still remained at their posts^ 
made no secret of their inlentioo of abandoning Ihena 

, on the enemy's approach. 

On the morning of the ISth, the sick and woundedj 
and the British field artillery, were sent off* and more 
of the posts evacuated* The orders given for the re- 
treat were* that the troops should march out at night* 
OTui take to their boats under ihe guns of Fort la Malgue, 
sUll in their possession. In the mean time* Lord Hood 
had appointed a naval detachment to bum the French 
ships and stores, consisting of an anited English and 
Spanish force. Admiral Langara had undertaken the 
de=;truction of the ships in the inner bason, and tliree 
Spanish gun^boats were to co-operate with the £q« 
glish. ' 
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^ The only assistance, however, derived from the Spa- 
niards, wa^ the service of a morlar boat, the crew of 
which fairly shared (he dangers and labours of ihe night. 
The flotilla consisted of the Vulcan fire-ship, the Alert' 
sloop, the Swallow tender, three English gun-boats, 
and the Spanish mortar-boat. The direction of this en- 
terprise.was volunteered by Sir Sydney Smith, who had 
lately joined the British fleet, and who proceeded at. 
night to the arsenal to execute Lord Hood's orders. 
i;he signal for him to begin the conflagration wa-? not 
to be given, till the allies had commenced th^r retreat. 
This they could not effect by the natural route through 
the gate of Italy; for the fort of St. Catharine, which 
is within musquet-shot of part of the road, by which' 
they must have passed, had been abandoned by the 
Spaniards without orders, and was now possessed by 
Ih^ enemy. But retiring through a sally-port, they 
ganied an advanced part of (he road, reached La Malgue 
without accident, and formed on the rising ground of 
the peninsula. Boats were in readiness, the sea was- 
calm, and the embarkation commenced under the most 
favourable circumstances. v^..,.., 

While Lord Hood remained at Toulon, he kept such 
ships of his fleet as were not necessary for the protec- 
tion and defence of the place actively employed. Rear^ 
admiral Gell was sent with a squadron to clear the port 
of Genoa of the French : he there seized La Modeste, 
a frigate of 36 guns, and 300 men, with three gun-boats!' 
L'fmperieux, a fine French frigate of 40 guns, took 
shelter in Aspeccio Bay, where she was sunk by her 
crew, and afterwards weighed by a detachment of the 
squadron under Admiral Gell. 

x2 
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Agreeable to his charge, S7r Sydney Snthii badfflM^^ 

his preparations at the arsenal. This is a large hollow 
building, part of whioh stands oB the .shores wtkA n iiiiPN^ 
posed of great magazines, and store-houses, the othe^ 
sides are built on solid piers, standing in the water 
walls contahi two areas, which s(re wet-docki» ilW&tf' 
^ this time were full of ships; the two exterior sides of 
'tiie largest compartment aV'e composed of sroalf « 
houses, containing materials for the particular repair 
€ach ship. - « . • '-t^ 

Sir Sj'dney Smith on his arrival, found the dock-gates 
well secured, though the workmen manifested thei^ 
hostile intenlions, by substituting the Iri-^Sotoored M 
the white cockade $ pnd 600 slaves aboard a galley, all 
of whom were either unchained, or etnployed |tl firiee^ 
Jiig themselves from their irons, seemed bent on resists 
ance. As he was unwilling to deprive these men 
Iheir only chance of escaping the dangers, i^Mi^ANi^ 
ened them, he gave them no interruption, and onl^'toolc 
the precaution of pointing the gons of the SWiflfli^^^ 
a^ to enfilade the quay, on which thej must have laiideS^ 
in order .to attac k him. During these prepara(ipff|Si(ta' 
the part of theE^gltsh, the^enemy kept up «- ijTi<imfli ' ^ 
of shot and shells from Malbousquet, and the heigb« 
bearing hills : but this, tar firoln having the * intj^t4 
effect, poweriiilly seconded the operations of the sea^ 
aaen by contributing to keep the galley slaves ki awe, 
and 'confining the jaccdMnicai party in^he toviHr-vf 
their houses ; while, on the other hand> the sailors, in* 
stead of being contused by the fire, pursued their* wii)d^ 
.with steadiness, and distributed their 'teAibust 
without much interruption frooi the enem^'« eSorlAb* 
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Meanwhile a great muititade of the be^iej^ers kept 
drflwin^ down the hiH toward« the dock^yard waH% 
-animating each olhef\s cnihusiasm by shouts, and re- 
publican songs ; and> as the night closed io^ approached 
so near, a%4o pouir in a quick but trrep^lar fire of mus- 
quel ry as well as arUlterj. But discharges of grape 
kept them at bay» Und prevented their advancing neat 
enough to discover the weakness of the English force. 
Other precatfflons were necessary lo guard against the 
jacobftis wilhtn; a* a defence a^^ainst ih^se, a boat was 
so stationed as (o flank the wall on the outside ; and . 
^i^hin^ two field pieces ^re pointed against the 
wicket, usually frequented by the workmen. The fir^- 
5hip^ which was not iready. when Sir Sydney ScniUi 
began hh preparations, was i^ow lowed into the great 
arsenal, end immedtalely placed by her commander. 
Captain Hare, across the tier of men of war tying there. 
Her arrival promised lo ensure their destruction, and 
the additional force of men and guns contributed to 
keep the gaKey slaves in sotijection. Their' roormars 
and tumultuous debalesj which at intervals reached the . 
ears of the Engiiih, now ceased, and no sound wds 
heard among Ihem, but the noise of the hammer 
clanking against their irons, from which they were 
eagerly striving to free themselves. 

As soon as the governor's signal was made, for 
.which Sir Sydney Smith was anxiously waiting, the 
couibustibles were hghted, and the (lames rose rapidly, 
though the stillness of the air was unfavourable to the 
di(fasj|<>n of 'the fire. The blaze of light rendered the 
Eugli^h distinct objects of aim, and made the enemy re* . ' 
doCible their discharges. But the Vulcan having been ' 
now fired by Captain Hare, her guns, which were oa 
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' both side^ pointed tow ards the places mofll likely to he \ 

forced, gpi^g ofi» »s Ihe. flames^ reached tbeip* cbeck^ 
the advances of the enemy ; bilt * their' Aoixis :md fe« 
publican songs continued to be hearcUlill ihey, as weli as- 
the Brititb, were terrified jato ,a tsomeAtarir oessatioa 

of hostilities by the sudden and tremendous explosion 
..of a powder skip, iying in ipn^ fpa4* . T^e vio* 
lence of the shockt and a shawer of flaming timber, 
threatened to over yv helm the whoje. flotilla} but fortu- 
nately oaly one guu-boat» and one pf the ship^s boats - 
^ere destroyed : both were blown to pieces : in one, 
an officer and three men perished; the wbojp crevv of 

: the other were picked up alfve*- Lord Hood had com* 
milled ihe charge of this and another ship, which con- 
tained the powder of the French ^et^ to the, Spanish 
troops ; but the party, to whom this duty was entrusted, 
in their eagerness to finish tbeij:. p%rl pi. itxe perilpus 
task, set them both on fSre, jnst^d of scuttling and 

. sinking them^ according to their orders. This accident 
however, instead of having, the consequences^ w,hich 

might have been expected, while it did little damage to 
the English flotilla, iortunatety cqntribujed extremely 
to appal the enemy, who only saw the terrific effects, 
. w ilhout being conscious of their cause, and knew not 
what other dangers of a new and horrible nature might 
be in store for them. The flaQies appearing to spread, 
the English hastei^ed to iire the enemies' ships in other 
places, having iirst taken in a guard, formed from the 
xoyalists, and commanded by Lieutenant Ironmonger, 
which bad remamoi at the dock*gates Uli the last, and 
-long after the Spanish guard had been withdrawn* 
These were brought oS by Captain Edge of the Aiert^ 

« ' < : 

«• * " 

I 

' " i 
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who having saveid all the detached parties to a mao^ 
closed the retreat. 

The Spanish officers, who had been detached to 
bum the .^hips in the bason before the towtu retttmed» 

' and reported^ that various obstacles had prevented their 
enleringt and the attempt was now made bjr the En- 
glish boats, and the Spannb mortar boat : bbt it was 
too late: repeated vollies of musquetry from tlje flag- » 
ship, and the walls of the Batterie Roy ale, the cannon 
of which had fortunately been spiked in the retrefal of 
the allied troops,- rendered their attempt to pot the 
boom across the bason inefllectual^ and compelled them 
■to desist from iljeir en,terprize. . - 

In the' mean* time, the unfortunate royahsts had been 
embarking at the quays. The apprehensions they were 
' under, from the terrorists within, and the assailant* 
jrom without, were so violent, that many, in their 
anxiety to escape, the dangers, that surrounded them> 
CKovrded with such eagerness into the boats, that some 
of them sunk, and luany of these unforluaatc people 
perished in the water* , 

Having received on board several anfortunate fugi- 
lives who had escaped the rage of the repubhcan party, 
Ibe £ugiisb flotilla bent their course towards the inner 
road, in order to barn the Heros, and Themisloclc, 
two 74 gun«hips, hilhprto inaccessible by boats, as the 
Jailer, which was a prison ship, was in the possession 
pf tliose who had been confined in her, and who, being 
superior in. numbers tp the Enghsh, . had shewn ^ deter? 
mination to resist their attempts. But the surrounding 
coufliiigraljion, and slill more the escplosion of the pow* 
ider*shjpi had completely intimidated Ihem, and they 
• gratefully embraced the of being landed in a placf 

6 
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of safety- The English having effected this with the 
precautions that their numbers demaodecl* fired both 
the ships. The explosion of the second powder vessel^ 
more dreadful than tiie first, again threatened the whole 
^detachment with destruciioa : but tbejr escaped without 
^the slighltist injury. 

' Their combustible preparations now consmned, and 

their strength exhau.sted, they directed their co«r<ie to- 
wards the iieet^ and running the gantlope of a few ill- 
directed shot from the batteries of Ballaguier and 
Aiguillette, theii o( cupied by the enemy, proceeded to 
the place appoint«di for the embarkation of the troopt» 
of whom they as^ >u.d to carry oIF as many a<? the boats 
"would hold*. The embarkation wa^ attended with all, 
•the derived snccesft ; and the forces were put on beard 
.'the ships without the loss of a rnan« 
' The damage sustained by the enemy was al first sop- 
po.ned more sovere than it allerwards ayipcared lo hare 
been. The grand magazines on sbore escaped the ra> 
vages of the fire 5" the only bntldhigs destroyed were 
some of tilt smaller store-houses, ^ 
^ In^addrtimi to three sfups of the line and* twetiie fri- 
galcii and s!6o})s brought away by the English, one fri- 
gate by the Sardinians (which was re*taken by the 
French and two sloops by the Spaniards and Neapoli* 
tans, nine ships of the line were destroyed by Sir Syd- 
ney Smith's detachment : two frigale!!r> used as powder 
faagazines, were blown op by the Spaniards, one fri- 
gate ashore was burnt by the Sardinians, and twb cor* . 
vettes by the English : four 74 gun ships had been sent 
away with the jacobiuical seamen into French ports in 
the Atlantic. There remained therefore undestroyed in 
'^e port of Toulon, fourteen sail of the line and five 
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IWgaies. The following is a list of the enemy's ships 
of ihe iine> frigates, and sloops which suffered on Ihk 
occasion: 

irctijgSt away 6y the English. 

Le Commerce de Marseille, 120 guns, 
LePomp«e 74 . Le Puissant 7* 

. ' Burnt by the EnglUhi * 

Le Triumphant...... 84. Le Suffisant '....74 

LeDesttn.^. .,74 LeLys ...71. 

Le H6ros 74 Le Th^mistocle 74 

Le Dagai Tropin ....74 Le Centaure..i.»74 
L»e Dictateur..^.....74 

Brou^i aiivajj hy the English. 

L^Arethusc .40 La Topaze ....38 

La Ferle 36 L'Aurore ...... S2 

LaLutine. 32 La-poulette 26 /' 

LaBeilette 24 La ProseIjte.--.24 

La Moselle 20 La Mulette !8 

La Sincere 18 Le Tadeslon.... 14 

Brought axvay hy the Sardinians* 
L'AlceiiLe....32- 

Brought axmy by the Sgamards^ * 
La Petit Aurore. .17 

, Brought atvay by the JS^eapolztam^ 
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Cut Qui qf Getioa and out of Speccia, by AdmiiaL GcWst 
' squadron* 



L'lmperieux La Mudesie.---3u 



. ." JBlown up by the Spaniards at Toiiteli'' '^^^ 

powder magaztpes 



' ^Bumt bu the SardimaM^- /i.rie oC. *j 

Sumt by (he BnglUk: ^ ^^^^^^'^^ 

0 

o»/re^ &ti^ nof e^edualfy 09 td previa ^^tiSff t^^ 
\ repaired bif tlic enemy. * ^^-^ 

Le Commerce de Bourdeaox»«74{fiitv8hip on- tbi iWp^ 

A frigate on the Mocks, • N VV ?i,l/4: 

L'Iphigenie. . . ^ 4^ £A^ietti«A«^ $4^!;^^ 

. L'Alert.... „.18 . 

The embarkalton of U^e allies having been completedt 
Ihe squadron steered for the ishnds of Hieres. 

9 

m 

We. shall now take into 'consideration the several 

other circumstances that passed in these seas during the 
time that Toulon ivas in our. possession^ which the on* 
interrupted series of events, at that place, has hitherto 
rendered it impossible to detail* 



V • 



' " Digitized by Google 



ft 

OR^ &TOISTJER OF KAVAL ACTIOKS. ^39 ' « 

m 

Two squadrons had been detached by X^ord Hood 
from Toulon roads for very different purposes : the one 
against Corsica, which returned unsuccessful ; the olher, 

commanded by Ada^iral Gell, against the ports of Leg- 
horn and Genoa^ who, under the mask of neutrality^ 
had for some thne pursued the most marked system of 
hostility, that could be adopted by any state, not posi*. 
lively in arms. The neighbouring provinces of France 
were supplied from Leghorn with grain, and their ar- 
mies with stones, while a smal( supply of bullocks was 
positively refused by the governraeht to the English 
fleet, till their ill-will gave way to their apprehensions 
of the consequences. ' 

They gave besides other unequivocal proofs of hosti-? 
lity, and became a party to the violence of De la Flotte, 
the French minister, who, under their authority, se* 
iquestered a quantity of corn, purchased for the support 
bf Toulon, seized several papers 'belonging to agents 
employed in this business, and imprisoned twoof 4he 
merchants. Lord Hervey, the British minister, could^ 
not, till after repeated requisitions, either })rocure an 
assurance^ that the grain, which was sequestered under 
the seal of governmeht» should not be put into De la 
Plotters own power \ nor could he obtain the release 
of the two merchants, who^ though under the protec- 
tion of the King of England, o^^ Inliabitants of Toulon, 
had b^en most unjustly imprisoned. Lord Hervey at 
fint confined himself to these limited demands^ as he ^ 
was not positively certain whether the corn had really 
been purchased by order of the convention (as De la 
Flotte asserted), or on account of the inliabitants of 
Toulon. A short investigation proved, that the French 
minister had^becn guilty pf a gross misrepresentation 

. ' . ■ • ^' 
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The most rundoubted evidence demonstrated the £dse«< 

hood of his statement; and a commission for the pur- 
chase of the graiD was produced, signed hy deputies 
from the sections of Toulon^ and dated frem Lord 
Hood's own ship* Upon this Lord Hervey demanded^ 
that the sequestration should be taken off, and the grain 
Buffered to be transported to its lawful owners. This 
reqaisitfon was of little eflfect : sometimes an obstinate 
silence was preserved by the court ; and sometimes he 
was bafBed by artful delays and evasions. In the mean 
' time he received intelligence^ that Tilly, the French 
.Charg^ d'Aifaires at Ge.noa^ had hired two ruffians^ 
who were to seize the principal agent for the purchase 
' of the corn» and carry him. on board a republican fri- 
gate. Such being the unwarrantable conduct of the 
court of Leghorn, and iniquitous plans of the French 
ministers^ his lordship was determined in conjunction 
with Admiral Gell, to demand the immediate expul- 
sion of De la Flotte from the Tuscan territory, and to 
support this requisition, he threatened speedy hosiUiiy 
from the fleet, in the event of a refusaL The Grand 
Duke, finding it vain to attempt any remonstrance, de- 
clared he would make the necessary dispositions for the 
- . dismissal of the French minister. New delays were 
however interposed ; the corn was not restored^ De 
la Flotte remained, nor did there appear any ioclinatiOD 
in the government to enforce his departure. 

The admiral having determined on the most vigorous 
nita Lires, sl ould the court be still inclined to trifle wiih 
the demands of the minister, Lord Uervey present/^ 
himself suddenly at the palace, "and having obtained 
admittance to the presence of the Grand Duke, expresf- 

ed to him in strong terms the danger of any farther pro* 
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crastiaaUon. The prij^ce unaoQusComed io such remon- 
sicances^ retired in cooftisioii^ .ivilboot* giving aa . . 

plicit answer. 

. Caplaia Robert Linzee was appoiated a commodoret 
and dispatched to Corsica, at the pressing solteitation 
of Qeneral Paqli to Lord Hood for assistance. On ihe 
21st of September^ the squadron entered iheOulf of 
St. FioreozOi on the 39ih^ before da)'- break, the ships 
bought iip in tbeif i|lattons» and opes^d.a tmvy can* 
nonade on the redoubt of Farnili ; which continued 
without intermission ti\l near eight o'clock^ at which 
.time no visible ipipression liad been made on theenemj^'s 
works ; and the Mps, (particularly the ArdeUjL) were so 
much da9i9g«4> ^nd also exposed to a heavy mkSng iiro . 
irorn llie town of Fiorenzo, from whence Coimnodore 
JUinse^ ^A/a&givep to iu»derstatvi he vhi^ pui of range of 
shot; together.. with the want of co-oper&lion on the 
part of. the Corsicans^ who had .promised to storm the 
posts on the land side ; thai he was compelled lo retire 
with the squadron out of the reach of the enemy's tire. 
The loss .sustabied by. the squadron amounted to^ixtseen 
killed, and thirty*>f!ine*ji;vounded. Commodore 'IJnzee 
.o^lod irom henc^ tQ^Tunis^ in ord^r to seize on a French 
.diip of 7'4 gons^. (Lq DuquesQe)^ and some gunboats 
whi^h, vvere lying there ; but on his arrival he found the 
^c^.ivQ^id not} permit the neutrality of his port to be 
violated. 

, la May, the Isis, of ^2 guns» and 220 men« com* 
jnanded. Qaptoin George Lumsdain^^ fell in with, 
jsnd engaged Le Mcdce French irigate, ot 3^ guns, and 
SQO n^n ; the action was maintained with great braveiry 
,for a considerable lime ; when the Isis's fore-mast fell 
ovier-boarclt of yybich ili^ en^my availed bknseif and 

\OL. III. Y 
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made off; the wreck, and otherwise crippled condition 

tb» im, preluded Mpo^tbility'of Captain LunoK- 
daine pursuing him. On board the Iris, ihe master and 
SOL men were killed ; lieutenant Bennet and twenty* 
4hrM WMnded. 

On tbe^istof October, Captain Horatio Nelson in 
the Af amemncm, 64 guhs/ alid only^ S45 men at 
garters, the fef?t of her crew being absei^t at Toulon, 
«iid in prizes, feU in with and 'attacked four French frt- 
^«tes and a i^prv^tle. A hAsk -firing continued for near 
ibur faour^, when' the enem^ iiauied ^heir wind and 
made • dS*. The- A ga memnonr^ ma^s and r rggi ng were 
in too disabled a state tb hazard a pursuit. 

The Etigle» an Gngi^isk^frtgiite, commanded by Capl. 
Inglefield, who hadf been sMl on a drpflmVlfttfe mrsmti 
lyLord Hood, was preparing to quit the harbour of Leg- 
Jiorn towards* the end of July; wh^i fhe Mode^ta an3 
another French frigate made immediate disposiuons to 
f(diow heri «nd ^Moald certainty hlive^ a^M:ked ^erj had 
not Captain Inglefield suspended his departure. 

Soon after a greater outrage was* offered. A Tartan 
fnm Matiteilteik, at tlie' *t{UI<» iHfs' iown Vas iir arms 
againftt the National Conventioh, atid was protected in 
her re«i«ance by Greoft Britain; wai) seised by 4h^ re- 
publican forc^, then in the harbour, and plundered of a 
greatt quantity of letters arid papers, i These were •car* 
ried to the hpuse of the French Charge d'Affatir^, and 
the captain of (he vessel put in irons, A ^lilt more^ fla- 
grant proof of fhe anjust parl{ality^tf .fii4 l^uUiC'oc^ 
curred in the month of September, ^he Rose, an Fin- 
gUsb cutler,. -was folk>w'ed on les(vin;g the )k>rt t>y two 
gun-boats, having 300 men on board? the one towed 
by: the «haUop^ the oUier by the long boat the Mo* 
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de&ie : to escape tbese> shie W49 obliged to reiara and 
' seek protection in the harbour. Oo' sailing a second 
time, she was again ^ompejled tp. return, the know- 
ledge of ber enemies ijipg in wail lof her behind a 

proftionlory. 

Th^ &rst act of Adoiiral Geli^ after all remonstrance 
bad proved fruitlesii» was a severe retaliation on the 
enfmy, Lj^ ModestQ. was laken by the Scipio, aV^- 
gun ship, in the harbour of Genoa; and» L'imperieux» 
another French frigate was stiz d in the Gulf of Spez- 
iia, under the gun» of f'ort.^nta Maria« , This ship 
bad been abandoned by the crew, on the approach of 
ih^ English, and in4i)>^ e&cls. belon|^ii}g to her had 

deposited U9 ipagMioesupn sbore« end, tii^ keys de^- 

livened into the hands of commissaries of llie Genoese 
xiepubiic ; ^ut the. £4)gii8h« dt^termioed not^ to respect 
the territory of a state, th^^t shewed no respect for 
ikWM 4iis^a\ba(ked* iorced the gates^ and plundered 
t|^e«tqre$y , ^ . 

The several insults offered to the British flag having 
ti^^9,reyengfid> .our n)inister required the« dismissal 
of ,Tiliy> wbp had encouraged the proceedings of the 
Fxe^ich captains, and who purcha2>t;d a^id. sent contra* 
band •toros to tbe arooy of Italy. He ^forced his de* 
roand with strong menaces of the hosliiity of Great 
Britain^ should his rcquistuon be fefu&ed » and AdmiraJl 
.Gell, on the Genoese governoient, resisling the det 
ooa^dj took mediae joaeasures for th^ blockade oi the 

Orders however were given for the suspension of the- 
blockade, the mopeni the ftateshoiild.sieild deputies to, 
treat with the English commissioners ; and, in fact, Lord 

I^uod diiLji^t. 9ff^ii/i ff^^ tA> ^oitils^ iuea^6«> tbou|^U 
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Genoa continued to receive Tilly as the accredited mi* 
. nisler of ih& JFrencii republic. 

After the evacaation of Toutoti by the 'allies, some^ 
few merchant vessels fell into the possession of I he ene* 
my, under the idea o^ sailing into a friendly port, and 
the Juno frigate, commanded b_y Captain Hood, nar- 
rowly avoided a simiiar iate* The account of her escape 
deserves particular ttiention^ u%' it affords a strong in-* 
stance of the magnanimity and steadiness of our brare 
tars. Captain Hood «aiied into the road at night, and 
not seeing the allied fleet, conceived, they .had removed 
into the interior harboar» On ihh presumption he ab* 
solutely entered the inner road, Where the frigate struck 
on a shoal; she however luckily got stern-way from a 
breeae, which came down the barbour, and only tb#' 
after part of her keel remained aground. At this mo- 
ment a boat came off from the shore with some men 
•nd two officers, who, on coming on board, kept up 
the delusion of the English, and attempted to decojr* 
' Ibem into another branch of \hi harbour,' where (tie 
ship t Quid be more easily secured. The remark of a 
midshipman^ who discovered their national cockades^ 
fortunately put an end to the deiceit. The Frenchmen 
linding ihemseives discovered, exclanned, Soyes 
tfianquiiles ! lea Anglnis «6nt dcf braves gdns, notts les 
trailons bien ; TAmiral Anglais est sorti, il y a quelque 
ttumps/' In the mid^t of the constle^rnation tliis disco* 
very inspired, Mr. WeoLly, the third lieutenant, ob« 
served, that if the ship coald be got under sail shot 
miffht ye» be saved. ' Oaptam .Hbod ifwmedfafely pro- 
fited by 4he hint: in an instant the Frenchmen, who 
stievsted a disposition to resistance, - were foittd beloW;^ 

a l^reat number of Maltes^ seamen on board, who were 

■ » 
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, going out to join Lojrd Hood's were sent bet ween 
decks to avoid the confusion, which must olherwi^e 
.have arisen from the difference of languages ; every . 
man >vas inaa instant at bis pQst»and every >ard braced 
•ready for castings A favourable flow of wind assisted, 
them ; the ship startc^d frooa ihe^.shoaly and a breeze 
gave her way : she had scarce got under sailj when a 
brig, which lay ive^r her, and soon after all the baUe- 
lies began to cannpnade her; but tbo^ wetness of the 
weather luckily deadened (heir fire, the wind still 
voured her, ai>4 she escaped with scarcely any injury, 
aAer retahating upon the last fjprt.she passed in clearing 
the harbour,^ . . _ , 

The Hussar frigate, oC 2i guns^, cpimnanded by 

QapCain Rupert George, was the only ship attached to , 
the North America station* The Severn^ of i^-guns, 
Caplam Paul MincHxfn» and the Alligator, of 28 guns. 
Captain William Affieck, were appointed to protegt 
. the trade to and from Quebec . The latter, on her arri- 
val ai Halifax, \vas ordered to proceed, in conjunction 
^wiih Brigadier-general Ogilvie to the reduction of the 
isl?iids of St« Pierre and Miquelon, on the coast of New* ^ 
iqundland. On the I4th of May, Captain AtTleck ar- 
rived off the islands, and having landed the brigadief- ' 
general with the troops from the transports, consisting 
of tbie.4th and part of the 66th regiment ; sent a suo}- 
mons to the French commandant to surrender the islands 
at discretion, as terms of capitulation would not be ad-*- 
jnitted; with which he instantly complied; and pos- 
session was taken ol lhem by the Bi illsh troop^i* JEighteen 

imaU ve^Js -with fish* and two Atuexicaa sohooners 
were taken in.the harbour. 

. y 3 



Digitized by Google 



S46 THE BRITISH T&I0£NT ; 

Vice-admiral Sir Richard King comtnaoded the sqaa* 

dron at Newfoundland.* 

The Pluto, of 1 4 guns. Captain Morrut, captured, 
after an action pf fortyfive mtfittfe^, Le Latin French 
brig privateer, of 16 guns, and 70 men, three of whoni 
were killed, and four wounded. The Pluio had not a 
man killed or wounded. 

In the month of Juijr^ Captain Courlenay, in the 
Boston, of 5t2 guns, being- on a cruise on the banks of 
Newfoundland, received intelligence that L'Ambuscade 
French frigate, of 38 guns, and 500 men, was at an* 
chor off Sandy Hook. Captain Courtenay immediately 
I>roceeded off that place, and on the Stsfc he gql sight 
of ^er. By way of a decoy. Captain Courtenay, stood 
in with French colours hoisted ; the French captain be- 
lieving the Boston to be one of his comrades, sent oat a 
boat with an officer, who was delained and the boat 
suuk.^ The- French commander soon discovered tbe 
stratagem, got under weigh and stood to sea. The fri« 
gat^s were not long before they were close alongside of 
each other, when a severe and bbody actjon commenced 
and continued for above two hours, both ships beii^ 
dreadfully crippled, the mutualiy separated, the Ambus- 
cade steering for New York, and the Boston for New- 
foundland* Captain Courtenay fell towards the close 
of the action ; Lieutenant Butler, of marines, was also 
killed by the same shot; besides these, eleven men were 
killed and tfairty-seven wounded. To add to the dispa- 
rity, the Boston had an officer and eleven seamen on 
board a prize. 

We shall now take a view of oar operattoaa in the 

W«isi Indies. 
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Fort Cd^tries tn the island of T6bago thuhstomied by 

a force under the command of General Cuyler, though 
defended by a .garrison fMy eqtui In number to the 

assailants. The whole island fell into our possession. 

But an attack on Martinique, directed by Major-ge* 
neral Bruce, was not equally successful. This attempt 

was founded on a hope of support from the French 
royalists^ who deceived the expectations of the English, 
and the detachment, which had been disembarked^ too 
weak to effect any thing alone, was tompdled to abandon 
the enterprize. ' ■ 

' Commodore Ford, who commanded the squadron at 

"Jamaica, on the T9lh orSeptember, in conjunction with 
'Major-general Williamson, look possession of Jeremi^e» 
on the island of St. Dommgo, at the intercession of the 
French royalists ; and on the 23d, Cape Nichola Mole 
followed its example. No time ms losU'' says the 
commodore in his public dispatches, in landing the ar- 
tillery and stores, and, as the weather was suspicious^ 
the anchorage bad, and a heavy sea setting in, I judged 
It best to quit the bay in the evening, there being no 
danger to be apprehended from the naval force of the 
enemy ; and, in order to give Colonel Whitelocke an 
opportunity to secure himself as soon as possible, I di«> 
Tected Captain Rowley, of His Majesty's ship Penelope, 
to take the Iphigehia, Hermione, and Spit6re schooner, 
under his command, and proceed to Bay des Flamanch* 
near Si. Louis on the souih-side of the island, and en- 
deavour, by way of a diversion, to take or destroy some 
. toerchant ships that were to remain there during the 
hurricane months, and I proceeded myself, with the 
fAUopB, Gocfan brig, and Flying Fish schboner, toward 
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(he Mate» wkb &£iy0r Cuksit a French a$^» litJong- 
tug, iQi ihci^^lidwii of Ibe Mole oflTCepe Si. Nicholas^ whp 
badbeeacapiured^ and carried kto Nass^in hy. a £^ro* 
' vidente {iiivaM^i and afterward sent by Lord Donmor^ 

to Jamaica, where he arrived jthe day before Ihe squa- 
len $aUedf with leUers to ibe governor a,nd niyself* 
Upon- examinaiion of (he tnajor^ it appeared that the 
garrisoQ a^cd inhabitants y^oald surrender theipselves to 
pxfi arms of Great Britain, providec) a certain number 
^ oi troops could ^ be sent to support^ theoQ ; and ik ws^$ 
agreed that I should carry him up In ^be Eviropa to 
Jererale, and when ihe troops were landed, to send hirn 
Mritb a-flag of truce lo thi^ Mole to iiouud their di^posi* 
tions^and then (or him to return to Jamaica and fix on the 
plan; bttt^ as X found atJereiBie ibata $peedy attack on the 
Moh was n^edUated by the civil cpmmiswies» I thougbl 
it would be most conducive to His Majesl^^'s servke to 
proceed there, my self» fn order (p give aill po«i(ible>couii<« 
tenance to the mission; and> in consequence, I sent 
Major Caries^ on tbe eyeoi;>g;Of the 21stA0n board th^ 
Flying Fish scbooneiu to be Jaiijded ia ibe nightati a eer<- 

tain spot, and directed the Gu<;Un to keep between the . 
flying Fish and £uropa» to giye him SLyp^ort if oeces.* 
sary* Soon after day-light, a signal thai an enemy was 
ia sight, was discovered on board the Flying Fish, au4» 
upon the Europa opening the south point of the MoIq^ 
several arox^ vessels were seen in chace of her, but 
jfibifh reiuicpe^l to the town immediately.; by wiikb cir- 
cumfilance Lieutenant Prevost was enabled to join me, 
and^irom whom I was io^brn^ed that the m4<^r, wit^i 
(bsee' other French gentlemen^ a ^'dsbipmafi^ and boat's 
crew# b^ beea lakeo u> bndinig by m woid ^choooer^ 

» * 
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Md carried to the (oWd, froiti Which I drev\r a conclusion 

not very favourable to oar views, and the day pa<;sed 
in silent appreheni;ion for the mnjor's safety ; but about 
five p. ID. a gbn was fired from Presqu'ile^ dnd» with 
joy, I discovered a private signal, which I had previ- 
ously concerted wiih th^ French officef ; on which I ap* 
proached the battery as near as possible, under the ne* 
cessary precautions, and> about nine o'clock, a boat 
came off willi set'eral olBccfrs belonging to Dilfon** rc- 
g'mein, with profei;sions of friendship and Ijdelily lo 
the King of Great Britain; at the «ame time assuring 
me that, unless they received imn^^etliate support, ait 
would be lost j that the bhicks and mulattoes at Je«iti 
Rttbet, amountiiig lb eight or ten thousatid* were ex- 
pected every hour to attack them; that the inhabitants, 
from severe duty and ex(reme^misery» were divided and' 
relaxed into despondency, and in contemplation to fly 
to America, and that their goods were embarked in the 
vessels in the port for Aat purpose; thai the troops' of 
the line (through (he intrigues of the several commissa* 
ries) manifested strong symptoms to a general mutiny, 
and that they had sent fifty-five mutineers of DillunV 
regiment to Cbarlestown the day before : from ihe%0 
circumstances I evidently saw that no time was to be 
lost, and I determined, from that moment, to try what 
could be done with the force of the squadron $ to which 
end I sent the officers on shore to get the capitulation 
signed {it being exactly the same as that of Jeremte, 
Vith the addition of (he last article respecting the ofiBcers 
and troops of the garrison) with which they returned 
ftion after day-light in the morning, and havhog publicly 
accepted it on^ the quarter-deck; with Vive ie Koi 

» 

_ • 



Digitized by Google 



4SSS0 \^ . T^B 9StTI|^H.^TIlI0flfT$^ / 

d'Angleterre ! aod three .cl^^r^s 90 each side, I pro^. 
needed to the anchorage wUbout |i(esttalionj l{oi$led tl^ 
British flag on several batteries^ and took possession* of 
l^e town and Its depeiideucies (the parish of Bonnbarde 
and platform Mnbluded} in ibe name of His Britannic 
Majesfy, vvitli iht; .majriijes of th.e EJuropa^ commanded^ 

t»y Captain RohtnKftQ» Afi. offitec of distinguished merit 
and abilities in his profession, and whom I have directed 
t^ act as breyet'Ondjor^ for iim present^ in order to give 
him superior rank to the late commandant, ttif General 
Williamson can make the necessary arrangements j bold* 
ing StX) teamen in readiness to land if necessary » at a, 
ii^oment'a warning ; and I have the satisfaction of in- 
forming ibetr lorcUbipi^* li^at we ^re,in full po^essioo of 
Ihe finest harbour in the West Indies, guarded by bat^ 
teriea incredibly strong. An account of the ordnaac^ 
amuuipittoin and military stores in the magazines^ yoii^ 

will receive herewith. ^ V < 

I caiiiK4 cfondude ii»]r letJterwiihou^ expressing j^i 
' approbation of the firm and regular conduct of the ofl5*i 
cers^ seamen, and iparines of the igq^^adrqi) under mj, 
^mmandy particularly Captains Gregory and WoIIey, 
\yhose SKeal and ati^ntioii hdve been unusually conspica- 
tos on this occasion :« and 1 sboiild be vtranting in justice 
to the officers and troops of the garrison, if I did not 
^e theti* merit in bav,ing.SQ long resisted the dajagcroui^ 
principles of. the* civil commissaries^ and maintaiaed 
with firmness and epefgy> i,hoi^c of a monarchic^l.i^ 
irernmenty which no. pfr^nasionpoirildsbake*^' . , ;>> 

I On il»e same day the frigates of the squadron entered ' 
L'Islet and f iemande Bay, and captured tea sail oi 0^ ; 
chantcpeq^^ cjiieflj, Jaden with c»ffee,4ndigo^ ooUxm^ aa|^ 
sugar^ ' * * 
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In ^zy, the HysenV, of 24 gam, mi 160'iDen» com* 

xnanded by Captain William Hargood, being on a cruize 
off Hispaniola, fell in ivtth La Concorcte French flrigatd^ 
of 40 guns, and 320 men ; afler a Aevere and bloody 
conflict in which the Hyaena was dteadfuily shattered, 
her first lieutenant, ^nd many of Iter crieror kHfed and 
wounded. Captain Hargood was obliged to surrender. 

Oh the 25th of November, the Penelope and Iphi* 
g^nia, of 32 guns each, commanded by the Captains 
Rowley and Sinclair, fell in with and captared, after ii 
few broadsides, L'Inconstant French frigate, of 36 guns, 
and 300 men, four of whom, with her first lieutenant, 
Hrere kilted; the Captain and twenty wounded. The 
Penelope had one man killed and seventeen woanded.' 

*On the Ist of December, His Maje^y^ packet tfab . 
j*inte!ope, on her passage from Port Royal to Europe, 
iwas chased off Cumberland Harbour, on the island of 
Cuba, by two French privateers; upon which "slie borb 
up for Jamaica. One of them outsaitin^ the other, 
continued the chace, tfnd lost sight of her' cofnpaiiion. 
About four o'clock in the afternoon, being little wind, 
she rowed up to the packet, and exchanged a few shot, 
"which she continued to do at intervals the greater part 
'4>f the night. Ai five o'clock the next morning it was^ 
'aloiosil calm, when the privateer rowed up alongside 
*lhe Antelope, grappled and boarded her,' biit was re- 
' pulsed with considerable slaughter. In this attack, Mr. 
*Curtis, her commander, was killed, with the steward 
and a French ofiicer ; Mr. Mitchell, tb^ mate, was shot 
Yhrotrgh the body, arid three ieamen wounded'. The 
command devolved on the boatfi wain, who, witl) the 
few brave oien that were left, assisted by the passengers, 

1 
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repulsed the enemy in repeated altempis to board. -At 
hsi observing that tbey.-bad cat Ibe ^grapplmg ropes, 
and were attempting lo sheer off; he ran aloft and 
lashed the eoem^'s square sail-yard lo the Antelopeb 
fere shrouds, and poured , in a few well-directed vollies 
ot sn)aUara]i$; (bey itpniediately called for cjuarterand 
surrendered^ She proved jto be L'Atalaute^ a schooner 
of eight 3;pounders, and sixty-five men, fated out at 
.Charlesioyvn. She had eigljt men killed and ntn^leto 
wounded. The Antelope mounted six 3•^pounders, and 
was manned with tweiUy-three men, of whom three 
were killed, and four wounded. As a reward for the 
gallantry of Ibe crew, the House of Assembly at Jamaica 
voted the sum of 500 guineas, to be di&tributed in the 
.follpwipg manner ; 

To the widow ^nd fiunily of Mr. C art Is, her com* 

mander, 200. 

To Mr# MiiU;:hdl, the mate, loa 

" To Mr. Pasco, the boatswain, ditto. 

« 

To the rest of the crew^ ditto. 

Captain William 0*Bryen Drury, in the Squirrel, 
of 24 guns, having received intelligence that two French 

ships had taken shelter under a Portuguese fort on the 
coajst of Africa, ran down and boarded them ; but when 
Captain Drury was about to carry off his prizes, the 
Portuguese governor would not permit it, and fired 
upon the. Squirrel, which was rett|rned| but without ef- 
fect ; the fort being too strong for Captain Drury to 
contest the point, be was obliged to retreat. 
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* Tto the £aslindies all the smalt Fretich factories were 
seised^ and the town of Pondtchi^rry taken by Oenml . 
^ralhwaile» - - . * * - ? ' • 

. The following is a list of (be enemies^ ships lost, 
taken, or destroyed during this year. 

' L'Arielt 20 guns; formerly English, sunk m Ihe 
Scheldt, in the retreat of the French from Holland. 

Le Leopird, 74 guns; lost in the^bay of Cagliari^ 
February 15 th. 

Le Gofdao, 14 guns; taken by the Penelope, B* S. 
Rowley, April. 

La Prompte^ 20 guns ; taken by the Phaeton, Sir A» 
S. Douglas,* off.ihe coast of Spain, May 2* 

Le Curieux, 14 guns; taken by the Inconstant, A. ^ 
Montgomery, June 3* . T 

Le Vanneau, 6 guns ; taken by the Cobssus, C M. 
Pole, in the bay of Biscay, June 6, 

La Cleopatra, S6gnn8, now L^iseau, 40; by the 
La'Nymphe, E. Pellesv, off the Start, June lO. 

yEclair, 22 guns ; taken by the Leda^ G» Camp* 
bell, Mediterranean, July. 

Le Latin, 12 guns ; taken by the Plato, J, N. Mor« 
ris^ Newfoundland, July 25* 

La Convention Nationale (afterwards Marie An« 
tdnetle), 10 guns; taken by Commodore Ford's sqna* 
dron at St. Domingo, Sept. 

La Modesto, 36 guns ; taken by the Bedford and 
otKers, out of Genoai m the Mediterranean, Oct* 17. 

La Reunion, 36 guns; taken by ihp Crescent, 
Saumarez, (Ciree m sight) off Cherbourg, Oct. 20. 

L'Inconstante, S6 guns| taken by the Penelope and 
Iphigenia, Novesftber 25. ' 

vgL. Ill* - 2 
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Le Sclplou 74 guns; blown up at Legbdrn^ No* 

La Blonde^ 23 guns ; taken by fhe Latc^ta, Thorn* 
borough ; and Pbaelon, IJouglas, off Ushant, Nov. ^7. 
^ L'Espiegle, 16 gons ; taken by La Nympbo, PellenTi 
and Circe, J. S. Yorke, nearUshant, Nov. 30; 
. Le TriumpbaDti S4 gans; Le Ipu Guay Tmiin, 94 ; 
Le Pectin, 74 guns ; liO^Lys^ 74 ; Le Suffisanla, 76$ 
L'Augu^le, 24 guns ; burnt in thet grand arsenal at 
Toulon, Dec* l^pdlSS, by the Vulcan, fi#e aiiip, Cmpt^ 
flare, under orders from Sir W. S. Smith, Knt. vrho 
was appointed to conduct the destroying of Ihef Fxmcb 
there, by AdmirdVLoiti Hood. 

Le Centaure, 74 guns; burnt under sto^ilar <»rderi 
|>y Lieutenants Middlieton aTid fitties* 

La DIctateur, 74 guns; bur^^l. under ^milar Qcdeit 
by Lieutenant Miller* 

LeTh^tnifttocIe, 74 guns; Le Hl^ros, 74 ffOim | bnrnt 
vnder similar orders (in the inner road) by Lieutenants 
Fater and Miller. 

. Le Montreal (powder magazine), 32 guns; L*Ins, 
ditto, 32 guns; burnt by the Spa^iDiafds in the innec 
load* 

La Vicloire, 32 guns; burnt by the S^fdiniau on 
shore in getting out of |be. arsenaL 

Le Commerce de Marseilles, 120 guns ; Le Pu!s<^nt, 
74; Le Pomp^, 80 ; L'Arethuie, 40 La Perbt Sfiis 
1^ Topaz^ 38; L^Aucore, Sfi^; La Ltiline, S2; La 
Muletle, JS; .La PouIette, 26; Ji^a Ballette, 24; L% 
l^roseiyt^ La.Sinpeie^ las La Mosellej^ aos Le 

Tarleston, 14; brought away from Toulon, December 



i 


wm 


1 


m 



Digitized by CoogI( 



OJl^ REGISTER OP KAVAL ACTIONS; 255^ ' 

The most valuable prise mad^ on our side was a 
rich Spanish register ship, called the San Jago, recaji- 
tured by the Phaeton frigate from the Dumourier, 
French privateer, who herself also fell into the hands 
of the English, with a considerable quantity of the 
galleon's most portable wealth, which she had taken 
on board. This ship was condemned by the court of 
i^dmiralty to pay only a salvage to the captors ; but, . 
on an appeal to the Privy Council, this determination 
rescinded, and the entire cargo condemned. 

The only ship we lost of any consequence during the 



jear was the Thames, already mentioned. 
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Ocearrences at Home. — Sir J. B. Warren's victory. — Earl 
Howe's Actions of May 29, and June 1.- — ^Various Exploits. — 
Occurrences in the Mediterranean. — North America*-— New- ' 
fouudland. — ^Jamaica. — East Indies, 6cc. ^-^ •* ' i^*^ * , 



ON the 16th of January, 1794, the Hind, of 28 gum, 
• commanded by Captain Durham, being off the Start; 
^was chased by six French frigates and a cutter, from^ 
^'40 to 20 guns ; one of the frigates approached so near 
to the Hind as to exchange a few shot, which killed two" 
men, and wounded some others. Captain Durham^ 
before the rest could come up, got close in shore, upon 
which the Frenchman tacked and stood ov^r to their 

Z2 
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owiicoa^t ' Tins «veK(:.dfty.ih«^|frii^es. ott 
the Beriy H.e9d> byi the' Al|r^t tif 74 guns Cdplain 
John Bazely> and Pegasus, of 28 gua$> Ci^ptai|i Robexl 
fiarloW^ . Cupl^ Bfts^y* iiotjhiid&ing hi&. force .eqoid 

to encounter that of the enemy, sent the Pegasu* into 

TorbA/ iQ forward an account of iit to the :adiniraltyt 
and- the; coAinidnding officers .at*. Flymoutb' anH Pdrts* 
mouth, Qn;tl)e> sftme.ievening sooie fillips, were ■ di<% 
pat€iiedfrGM.Bt^<^Uv-ii)idrthe'in^ nqvOt^ 
dron upder Gomraodore Paisley, consisting of twelve 
ships frpm 74 io,*^ gMB»> . mailed ftom.Spilbead in quest 
of themi in ti)$; «mii,i(btai»?lhe,e«my bad got ioto 
Cherbourg. * 

On the 25ib, theUrade vessels from Portugal and die 
Mediterranean arrived at Spithead, and other ports in the 
Channel, under convoy of a squadron of ships of war# 
cofflmanded by the Hpn. Captain (jeofge Keith Elphim 
stone. The French ships were officered, and manned 
chiefly by the royalists from Toulon | each had on board 
a British lieutenant of the navy. 

On the 23d of April, Sir John Borlase Warren being^ 
on a chiisse oflT Guernsey, with a squadron of frigales^ 
at four o'clock in the morning discovered five sail, stand- 
ing out to sea ; and as the day broke he plainly fm* 
ceived from their manoeuvres, that they were enemy's 
i^bips of war* . Soon afterwards they formed the Uqe of 
l^ittle on the larboard tadc ; at did Sir John Warm bia 
%f)i%%(lrgn .Qii> the starboard ; on crossing each other the 
enemy begm-the engpgement^ but at a constdeofbb 
distance, and then tacked. The wind fortunately, 
dianging two points, enabled Sir John Waoren to wea*. 
tber Ih^ enemy, and bring them to idose action^ at die 
UhciA U)e9i o£rfr0ni|g«uungtheic own shore. 
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The battle was maintained on both sides with great re- 
solotion for three hiixitu, when two of the enemy's ships 
I s^uck to theFhmai^d Ar^lbo^. The MeUmopuB* 
; NyiDphe> and La Concorde coiUinued to pursue the 
others; at. eleven o'olock the Imter. ship got near enoogh^ 
; to the two frigates which were making off, to receive 
ami retnm their fite. It was.Sir J&Urbusd ^iiachan's in* 
tentions to endeavour to disable the sternmost of the 
; enemy's ships^ leaving her to be. picked up hy those 
; whkrh were also in pursuit ; and to push on for the head* 
. most ; but this ship bore down, and closed to support 
ber consort, poiiring a t the same tkne iitftp Concocdet 
a raking fire with great effect. Sii) Richard Strachan 
continued to engage them, both with much,galianlry ; 
hsLtt 'findrng. that the day was fkt advanced, -and little 
prospect of being assisted by the ships in chace, which 
rather diopped, astern, iumI his iidain«top<-mast being so^ 
badly woUnded thM he apprehended it wooM fidl ovdr 
the side, by which accident .both might have escaped t 
he din».to tht^ ieadat|oft |o^ secure tiialr ship whiah 
was the nearest to him ; and by a skilful manceuvre 
having** cban^dr sidto ia tbe smok^> he prievent^thifc 
tth^ ^Iher.* annoying hint,! or givtngtassistnnce to 
his friend* They continued in clos^ action from twelve 
tittmin^tevliefoie two, wheii tfae^nemy oe^aed firings 
and hailed that they, had surrendered. Sha proved to 
be 'I/£ngag|aihl^ iof ^ ^ • guns,, and ^men ; shortly 
adeHher niasts fell overboard, and It was with some di^ 
ficttby ^nd great exertions that La Concorde's were 
prevented sharing the same fate* 
The following is, a list of His Majesty^'s ships with - 

fta nliibbteof men, and of the hilled and wonndei M 
each. ' 
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. GnQi.. Men*. CommaiideR, .Killed, .WomideiL 

Flora,. •...I36.... 260. .Sir J. B» Wmrren,.. 1 • • • • S 
Arethusa.-- 38.. -.280. .Sir Edw. Pellew.«S.»..5 
Melampits.. . • ,.^0. .Thomas Wells . ^..5. • . • S 
La Nymphe S6..-.260..Geo, Morray. 
lAConcordeS6.^..260..Sir lU Stradian 12 

The following .were .(he French' forces. 

f^WpR-^':" I^ttiv* pii ^ Meiu Km. & wound. 

1a Fomonet token 44 24*. 400 beiw. aOand lOU 

L^tigageatite ttik; 36 1 8. • SOD 

La Resolue, escap. 36 18«. 300 

La Babet^ taken i .22 . . 9. J 200 betw. 80 and 40. : 

On the lOih of May, fourteen siail of vessels from 
Guernsey and Jersey, bound to Ne#vfottndlaiiKl, were 
captared in the bay by a French squadron, with their 
€0 ivoy^. the Caialor^^of 82oguiis, Oi^iii TfOwbridge. 
i On the 17 tb, the Swiftsore, of 74 guns. Captain \ 
Charles Soyles, fell in with, and after a chace of tbiriy- ! 
vine bofars; captoiied I/Atabnite Fvencbfrigaie^ of S8 
gans and 27 4< men, commanded by M. Linois. Before 
she strack, ten mep wereicillcd and ibirtytwo wo^lKled. 
The Swiftsure had onii man killed. • . 

Early this monti) the fieet;- under Earl Howe, sailed 
fiom St*HeWs, together With the East and West India 
and Newfoundland xoavoys ; consisting altogeihei of 
22 sail of' the line. 

Being advlanced oflT the lisBari), he ordered (he East I 
lodia ships ta pari company, and d^acbed Admiral 
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Montagu Vith sail of the line and a frigate, to pro* 
tect them till their nrrival off Cape Finesterre. 

Admifal Montagu having eveeafed Uiisiocder cm the 
11th, cruized in pursuance of Lord Howe's directtoii 
from Cape Orlugal to the latitude of fiell^isle. On the 
15(h he captured a French ship, mounting 20 guns, and 
ten sail of Guernsey and Jersey vessels, which had 
lately sailed turn NewfoimdlAnd tinder the convoy of 
the Castor, of S2 guns. This frigate, as well as tho 
sienchaotineo had been.caplarod by a squadron of five 
sail of the line and two frigates, commanded by A dm* 
Neilijr, vi&hicb afterwards joined ViUarei^s fleet. The 
Castor , conthioed with tbis'squadron for some time, till 
separating from ibeln in chace of a Dutch brig, she fell 
in with the Carysfort»an English frigate of inferior fbrce» 
commanded by Captain Laforey, and was captured 
after a smart action of above an hoar's continuance. 
She hfid iOO men on board when 4he surrendered* 
' Admiral Montaga conceiving there was little probar 
bilii/ of fidliog' ia with these -sbips^ did not go in pum 
suit of them; but keeping the same latitude in which^ 
th^. were said to cruize, preserved a situation, which 
promised to enable him to intw^ept the American eoa« 

voy should the wind, which was easterly, continue to 
blow from the same quarter, or to reinforce .the English 
admiral if be requh?ed Assistance. He dispatched tho 
Venus, iirigatis to inform l^rd, Howe of this arrange* 
sient. 

' In the mean time Lord Howe having detached two 
frigates to look into Brest» and receiving informatioa 
from them of the Ffendi -squadron being still in port^ 
steered for the track of the expected West India fleet. 
Having sen no appeaimce of an enemy from the fttb 
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to the 19th of May, he again returned off Brest ; but 
he now £9Uiid» tbnt tbe FrMqb fleel had sailed : he 
ietonlf that Chcy had beeR at sea seme dayi, bat could 
obtain no accurate account of their strength^ .oc tbe 
eoQrae they bad steered. 

This squadron was under the command of VUIaret 
Joyeuse: his, flag , was flying in the Mon(agne« of ttSO 
gain> and with htm was easliMrikeiA %ati Bbil'Sl«'Andi%# 
a member of the National Convention^ who enjoyed 
the sane, powervai thoseeiteielieilby fliecoimmiMoiieii 

in the republican drmie^. ... 

On asceFtaining the French fleet's beiii^ at sea, and 
Mseiving Admiral Montagues' dispatcHest liOrd if 
stood for that officer's station ; but having on the 21st' 
leoeii^ed credible intelligence e£ tfad enensy's flebt being 

Only a few leagues farther to the westward, he changed 
.bis course,! and went straightin pursuit of Ihem* 
. On the ^th^'a f 4*giro ahsp' wafrdisooveted to wiiid< 
ward with merchantman in tow^ and was immediately 
ehaoed but abandonitig tbe riiercfaaintman, she effected! 
h^r escape by her superiority of sailing; This was 
iir'Audaciettx, one of the sqaadron which, captured tbe 
Castor and fa^r certvoy, before mentioned: she had 
lately separated from her consorts,r who^ however, as 
v^eA a)i herself, afterwards joined the French fleett^ 
Lord Howe during this time burnt all the prizes and 
recaptures he had made,- that be migt^t not be vetaided ' 
in his. pursuit of the eaemy. 

No sight appeared of 4he French squadron, till the 
fldtfa, when it was discovcfed by the English' lopk^t 
frigates, at a considerable distance to the southward, 
the wind blowing fresh from the soutb^Weit, with » 
ioogh sea» They dowiv towMrdr the Britisb ip 
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loose and irregular manner* and hauling their windj af 
they came nearer, after a great loss of tiine, and con- 

' sid<;i:^ble dilBculty, formed an awkward line of battle 
oo the starboard tack. Lord Howe's order of sail* 
ing TOnsisted of two divisions, and a flying squadron, 
under the command of Rear-admiral Paisley^ to harass 
their rear, ' " 

• The day was just closing when this order was re- 
ceived : in consequence thereof the rear*admirat imme- 
diatdy attacked the enemy iu his own ship, the Belle- 
ropboD> with great spirit, and was ably supported by 
Lord Hugh Seymour, in the Leviathan, who engaged 
Le RevoIutionaire> of 1 10 guns, till the arrival of Capt. 
Wtlliam Parker in the Audacious, to whom he reliiw 
quished his opponent, passing on himself to the attack 
of the second ship of the French line. 

The Revoiationnaire < was ''engaged by the Auda« 
cious for nearly two hours without intermission. The 
two ships were never more than half a cablets iengtb 
asunder, often closer and sometimes near falling aboard, 
an attempt, which the desperate situation of the Erench- 
man at last induced him to make : for his jbatteries had 
been nearly silenced, his mizen-mast was gone by the 

- board;, and his lower yards, and main*top-sail yard were 
shot away. Thus situated, with his fore-top-sail full, 
though flying out from the yard, from the loss of 
its sheets, he fell alh^rt the bows of the Audacious* 

' The ships however sa& separated again, when the 
Frenchman put away before the wind, passing either 

through, or astern of the ships in the English rear. 
The men quartered forwards in tiie Audacious asserted,, 
that ^e had struckt This circumstance, however, ap« 
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pears eirtremely doobira); but it iteefiaiftf that their fira 

hadslackenedtowards the conclusion of the engagementi 
and, when the ships had approached so dose^ aa to be 

alipost iu contact, (he discharge ot three guns was tlieir 
only fetarn to the last broadside. The £nghsh ship> ai 
the opndasioh df the action^ was left nearlj iti an im* 
manageable state, from the damages she had received | 
-wd it was with diffiealty (hat she wore and ran to iee* 
ward under cover of the (leeL. 

The night was spent^ on board the AudaciooSj im 
pairing the losses of the day, with the intentioii of res 
joining the squadron; but the dawn presented' the utmc^ 
pected spectacle of nine sail of the eneaay, abeat Am^ 
miles to windward. The crew with great difljculty 
i^bled the ship to carry BM>re sail* and Captain Parkerj 
determined (o leave tio meanii antried to^eflTeet bit 
escape, ,put away befture the wind* The day was for- 
lunately htty, and the mist tbiokening^ sciee n #d the 

ship for a time from the observation of the French^ 
ttbiie the English stiU laboured to increase 4beir qoantity 
ef sai*!* Bui the fog dearing up, disdoveie^^ two ships 
iti chace, who came up with them fast. The crew now 
redottbledtheir efforts^ and succeeded in crooding meie 
canvass on their shattered masts, and found their pur« 
suers no longer gained on them* In their flight Ibef 
passed their old opponent, whom (hey descried at il 
short diB(ance en(ireiy dismasted. A frigate and two 
corvettes, carrying French coldfls^ now pressed oir then 

from (he eastward, and came boldly across their bows# 
while they were threatened by the other ihip% firom 
astern. These fell off after OKohanging some shot ; but' 
one of (hem, a frigate, again approaching the Auda^ 
cieasj harassed her for a considerable time by a distant 
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CBimoMdcif hA( mftemmdi htukd her wind and Simp^ 

peared with the remainder of the pursueri* Having 
now wi)' iweii(jr*(tar league dktelly 16 leeward^ and 

being cpiivinced that to haul his wind was impracti- 
cable. Captain Fi^ricer gave M.p the idea of atieai|^mg 
l9 rejoin {he admiral, and sheUfired himself in Plymouth 
^oupd* The .situation in which he stated himself t)Qt)avQ 
kilQ^ 4wo deals; indaced the admiialty tmm^ialely to 

dispatch Admiral Montagu, who had in the mean Upxo 

xf^mA into port^. to aAdOance of JUord How«« 

Daring this thne, the Fretioh tqaadron ttood to wind* 
ward from the £^iti$U fleet during the night oa the staf<> 
bw4 Uifik, under » eroiid of canvass i while the English 

pursued under an equal press of sail. On the 29tb, the 

^in4 bein|r st^l S.; W« tbe retreating, sq^aidron was aeeq 
on the bow of the BriUsht in a shattered condition^ 
forming their line While the strength of tKe English 
fleet had bisen Ie<stn€|d by the separation of * the Anda* 
ciouSj the French had, b} a singular chance, increased 
their force by their own ship pf the sme namet 
(L'Audaeieux,) w^icb had been lately chaced by tb^ 
Britisb squadron, as before-mentioned, so that the re* 
fMiblaoan' fleet comisted of twenty-siK sail of the line, ' 
its original number, previous to the parting of the Re« 
voittttonairei while th^ English were reduced to one 
ship lesa than their adversaries, 

' While the enemy arranged their order of battle, £arl v ^ 
Hoiwe* made the sq^nal for hi* ships to form as they fell 
in, and the van being sufficiently advanced, gave orders 
to tack in sn^ession, with a vi^w of bringiog the ene- 
my's rear to action* To elude this attempt, they wore 
altogelbcirj. and fpri^Qd on the sa^te tack as the Etk* ^ ' 

glisli ; Ib^ two vana wwe sjightly engages bot tbo. 
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French kept at too great a/listance for an; thing deci^ 
fivcuio. be accomplished. 

Earl Howe finding his adversary determined, if pes- 
siblct Co a^oid a close action, but seeking to accumulate 
hi» fire upon the headmost ships of the English squa- 
dron, made the signal, on the two fleets drawing abreast 
of each other; for his ships to tack in soecesston, iti 
order to cut through the hostile line. This manoeuvre 
was (according to the admiralV account) liriMitraled .bf 
the leading ship's not obeying his signal : she wore in* 
deed, as did the ^ueen, Orion and Invincible ; but jn« 
atead of keeping the wind as they did, in order lo exe- 
cute his orders, bore away large on a parallel wiih the 
rear and centre of the fleet. Hit lordship having the 
Bellerophon close astern, determined mi io wait for 
any further support, and immediately tacked, and passed 
through Hie French fine," between the fiAh and sixth 
ship in their rear* .The Leviathan joined him in this 
situation. Having passed through their line, he again 
put his ship on her former tack, in hopes of renewing 
the action with advantage from his weatherly position ; ^ 
but no other ships following him, and his seconds being 
very much disabled, he could not derive any material > 
advantage from the chahge of situation, as the rest of 
his ships had passed to leeward of the.enemy, and, hav- 
ing tacked astern of the French line, did not rejoin him 
in time to give any eSectual support* Three of the 
ships io the French rear were disabled In this partial ^ 
engagement, but were saved by their roain'body woir- j 
ing again in succession to protect them : a movement, ' 
which might have been prevented, had not the Englisli j 
fleet beto*disttnited, and the admiral unsupported. At 
jength the English ships, called op by different sigoalv 

I 
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came forward to the support of Earl .Howe» who re* 
treated towards them at the approach of tlie enemy* 
They now formed a line ahead and astern of their ad* 
mtraL The French having in the mean time coveredt 
4heir injured ships, and poured in a distant die, as they * 
passed to leeward of the British aqaadron, wore agaia 
in order of battle to the westward ; while their pursu* 
ersi who had obtained the weaiher*gage^ followed them 
on the larboard tack : a thick fog came on just after the 
retreat of the enemy^ and soon obscured them from the 
view of the £nglish« 

. Several of the French ships suffered severely in this 
action, and three were entirely disabled; the English^ 
however, had not to boast of much advantage: the 
Royal George, Queen, Invincible, and Bellerophon 
bad received the most serious damage from the fire of 
the enemy ; but they repaired their losses with great 
activity. 

During the 28th and 29th the wind had been in the 
S. W. attended with a considerable swell, but though 
it continued in the same quarter, it considerably abated 
on the ensuing days; the head sea also decreased, but 
a thick fog prevailed during the 30th' and part of the 
51 St, with partial intervals of light, which at times 
enabled the British to catch a glimpse of the enemy. 
During this anxious and critical period. Earl Howe still ^ 
held on hi^; course, though frequently, for a length of 
time, vrbolly ignorant of the situation of his ships. Thcf 
mist clearing up on the afternoon of the 31st, presented 

strange and unaccountable spectacle to the English. 
The enemy's fleet was descried to leeward, consisting 
still of twenty 'six sail of the line, none of which seemed 
injured by the preceding action, though some of their ' 
. . YOU iir, ,2a 
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^iia<}roti Imd iippeared on ifae ^Ih to have reeefved 

irrepafable damage. This reoovsiiioii of strength was 
3f(terwftrds IctiMni bav^ been the Work of Ithe French 
{Admiral Neiity^ who, apprized of ihe expected roeefc- , 
ing between tbetvvso^et% joined Vilbiet during Ifae i 
•fog, with a re-inforcement of four sail of the line and 
imo frigstim I ihh enabled hrtin ia detmh bis disabled 
iA)ip<;, wbMh -w«ve <Falhttr an fncttmbraif oe Ihaa^anadr ; 
vantage. As the quick appfoach of evening precluded | 
fbe pos^ibiltty ef deciding "the aclion on Mb dajr> End ; 
Howe determined to keep the wind during the night, | 
^lotionidg frigates of 'observalicm to watch every change, i 
or movement of the enemy, % 

The dawn of the 1 st of June, disclosed the French 
Ibmed in 'order of battle, nInMHt five leagues to lee- [ 
^ard in the N.W* standing under an easy sail lo the 
«peBt«md« The English adaniral inunediately wore 
and stood towards them : being abreast of their squa- 
dron» at about seven in the morning be again wore on 
the hdbdard lack, while the French waited bisapproadi 
in the same position. Having made tlie necessary ar- , 
f ai^genenis m Ibe line lar <>ppeting bis large fihip$ i0 

those of the enemy, he made a signal for the squadron ' 
to pas$ through the French line, and engage them to 
]aeW8rd,'vnn fo van, and rear to rear. 

Previous to bearing down for the enemjr. Earl Hown 
' bought to, and made a signal,, tlmt there was time foe 
breakfast. Their meal being finished, the fleet iinme* 
diately advant^ed, the Queen Charlotte beariiig the : 
nal for dose action, iind steering for the Montagnie, the 
French admirars ship. Tlie ships ahead and astern 
kept away paralld to her, receiving a heavy fire irom 
the French, which tiaey did not return till their closenesa 
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te their adversaries rendered alniasi every shot efieciaal. 
The Admiral forced bis way under i\Mt stern of the 
French commander^ and ahead of the Jaitobin, though 
tliere were scarcely space to effect the passagQt and waa > 
soon so closely engaged, I hat I he ensign of the Mon* 
tagae/ a much loftier shipj,, frequently waved over the 
atern of the Queen Chaclotte, These two ships met 
between nixie and ten o clock, and at the same time ibe 
action generally commenced in Hie centres A few of the 
English ships executed the admirals order^ and having 
penetrated the French. line> engaged to leeward i but 
far the greatest part cU>sed with their respective adver* 
saries to windward. A little after ten, after about aix 
ftoui^a severe fighting, but in which little mano^vre. 
was displayed^ Admiral Villaret gave way, and waft 
followed by alt the abips in faU van, Vwhich had beea 
completely beaten, whose condition enabled them t^ 
carry saiL He left ten or twelve of his dismasted and 
crippled ships sufroimded by the English^ But ttie un«i 
ii^ujred static of some of the Fieaibh shJps« which stilt ^ 
contmued the engagement, and the dispersed and dift« 

abled condition of part of the British squadron, and 
amongst others the Qaeen Chark>tt<e» who bad ki&t her 
main and fore^top masts, enabled many of Ifa^se to 
escape, when the oiUy canvass some of them could 
spread was a small ^mporary sail raised on the slump 
of the foreniasL The retreat of these ships was co* 
verad by the French ^dmicalii who^ havinfp bin^to to 
leeward, and repaited his damages, brought up nine of 
his line of battle ships, which had received no seiioua 
injury, to tho. socooiir of hi» dismanAted ship& Seven 
however remained in the possessioii of tho'con^ecori^ 

' 2 A 2 
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ing taken possession ofl ' " . V 

1 £af 1 Hoi^fe/ after securing fais priim and giviBg 
n^ltance to his shattered s^iips, nade the signal for biH 
farces to close round him. Tbili was done wilb^ib^i 
tention of again aHacking. the French coaama 
should he have attempted lo cut off the Queen, whi 
fsfm herdisid>led stale bad drifted to a const 
tance from the English fleet> or> by trying to weathexr 
bis nptbred sbips^ have atteroptedrto retfte^re the Surni 
tune of the day. If the defeat they suffered, had not* 
deprived the French of all spirit of enlerprize». ibi^; 
certainly odight have carried off the.Qneen* It is 
gular, that the injuries sustained by the same ship shoubl^ 
bave betrayed hen into a stmilar.silaaUah on (be 
May. The Brunswick, too, having lost her mizeii-n>ast»;^ 
droye, to leeward of the enemy's retreating siups^ awk 
was obliged to pul away to the noulb ward. The FiM^ 
admiral however did not pursue her, but collecting bU 
ships, left the English in .posseffiion of their pciMS^ aad 
made sail for France. ' 

Jean. Bon St. Andr^ declaied^ that -the Vei^pit 
which suiA, went down with the- tri-coloui«d ata»dai# ' 
flying, amidst the shouts of her crew. This, however, 
was fallen The poor wretches sobsUtuted the union fui- 
the republican ensign^ and spread themselves over the 
Aides and ritggiDg of the ship, stretching out tfaeic hands 
to their enemies and supplicating their assistance. Fart 
of the crew were saved by the exertions of theic ene^ 
nies ; bot the crowds which attempted to spring fate 
each boat, threatening these unfortunate men and ibnae 
who cume to iheir saccoar with equal destrmtf 
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tiered al! further effbrls desperate and checked the 
Compassionate steal of , their conqyefOFS/ Two ef the 
French officers indeed \betrayed no anxiety to avail 
themselves of any means of safety^ and continued 
walking up and down the stern gallery, apparently eiv- 
gaged in cenversatipn^ while the ship heeling and gradu* 
atty sinking deeper and deeper, at length admiilied the 
Water into her ports, then righted for a moment, and 
was immediately ingulpbed^ This ship was so closely 
engaged with the Brun^wick^ that many of tHeir portt 
were torn ^way by the coilision. The sides of both 
were extremely straig^ht, and ibe ships lay so. close to- 
gether/ that the crews fought hand in hand on the lower 
4eck8p contending with the ipiplements far lo^diqg the 
guns, cold shot, and any weapon that chance supplied. 

The action was in general maintained warmly fmd 
closefy. The admiral indeed selected some officers^ as 
having given peculiar proofs of resolution j but fairly 
observed* that* confin^ as hi} observation naturally 
must have been, many others might hav^ .bad an equal 
claim to this distinction. 

. Those whom he particulari^d werej Admirals Grav^ 
^nd Sir Alexander Hood ; Rear- admirals Bowyeii 
Gardner* and Paisley; Captains Lord Hugh Seymouft 
Packenham, George Berkeley, Gambler, John Harvey*^ 
Payne* Parbep* Henry Harvey*. Miigb> Stuckworth 
and Elphinstone. Captains Nicholls of the Koyal So« 
vereign and Hope of ihe Bellerophon* to whom the 
charge of these ships devolved on their flag-officers be* 
ing wounded ; and Lieutenants Modckton of the Marl- 
borough sind Donnelly ef the Montagu in similar sitii* 
altoM. 

2 A3 
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The following \% a list of the British and French Beeta 
in the or4er of. battle^ on this memorable da/. 

British Fj-£et. 
Van ^WAnKO^— under the Commander in the Secmd Fostm 
Sbipi, Ouiit* Men* Commandm Kd« W<L 

Cscsar 80. .700 Capt. A. J.P.Molloy IS 37 

5T.PaisIe^>esq.Rear % 
Adm. of the White > 4 27 
Capt. W. Hope J 

Leviathan 74.-650 — Ld. H. Seympur 10 SS 

Russel ...74.. 600 —J- W.Payne.. ' 1 26 

''^Mariborough ..74.#600 — Hon.G.Berkeley 29 90 

r T. Gra ves^Esq. Ad. -j 
*&oy.Sovereignl 10. .875 3 of the blue > 14 44^ 

(.Capt. H- Nicholls). 
Defence ...... 74.. 600 — James Gambter 18 3!^ 

r Ben. Cald well,esq. -J 
*Impregnable..98..765'< Rear-ad.9fiheRed > 7 24 

ICptG.B.WestcoteJ . 
Tremendous ..74. .600 — James Figot.. 3 8 
Invincible 74.. 600 — Hn.T.Pakenbam 14 31 

♦ 

C£NTRa SauADEON — wtdct the Cfitttnumdcr in Cki^. 

/Calioden »..»74..600. Cpt«IsaacSchomberg 2 5 

f G,Bowyer,esq.Rr. 
Barflear ...... 98.. 765 < Adm. of the Red. > 9 25 

' C p. C.CoI I i ng w ood 3 

^Gibraltar •»..8O«^70O ^ % Mackensie 2 12 
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Sh\p$i . OuDS. Men. Commanders. Kd. Wd« 

/^Earl Howe, Union*\ 
ylst. Capt. R. Cur-/ 
Qm CbarloUe U0..900< tis, ^. 29 

/ 2d Capt, Sir A. S. \ 

Douglas 

Brunswick ....T^.-eoo Capl. J. Hervey.. 44 1 IS 

Valiant 74-.. 620 Tho. Pringle. 2 9 

^Orion ..«..,74..600 — J. Duck worth 5 24 

{A.Gardner, esq. Rr. -j- 
Ad. of the White C 36 67 
Capt. J.HuU....3 

R£ A R Sau A D RON — Ufidcr the Commander in the Third P&stk 

■ * 

Ramilies 74.-600 Capt.Hen.Hervey 2 7 

♦Alfred .... .-..74.-600 John Bazely 0 8 

{SirA.Hood,K.B% 
Ad. of the Blue > 20 72 
CaptW.Domett) 

♦Montague 74- ,600 —Ja. Montagu 4 IS 

Majestic .^.......7 4. .600 — Charles Cotton 3 5 

Glory •...••.•...98..7'dO — * J. Elphinstone IS 39 
Thunderer ..••..74..60O — Albemarl^Bertie 0 0 

25 1938 16810 277 789 



ordered to refit at Plyn^outlu 

_ • •■ 

Frigates attached to each S^uadrm. 
' ^ Van. 

Nigefj to re|^at siguals 32 Capt, Hon. A. K. Legge 
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Center. , ^ 

ships* Guns* Commanders* 

Latona ^i...... -S8 Capt. Ed. Thornborough 

PegasuSj to repeat signals 2& Robert Barlow 

Phaeton 38 W* Bentinck. 

. Rear. 

Aquiloo^ to repeat signaiv 32 Capi. Hon* K • Stopford. 

* 

The number of killed and wounded on board the 
Audacious on the ewning of the 28th of May^ was four 
killed and eighteen wounded. * 

The whole loss su&laioect» was 381 killed^ and 807 
wounded. In all 1088* Of the pfficers. of r^nk. Rear- 
admirals Paisley^ Graves, Bowyer, and Captain Hutt^ 
wete disabled; Sir Andrew Dougbs toe^ received a 
contusion, which, though not in bis idea severe enough 
to iuterrupt his duty for above ^ momeot^ occasioned 
bis death afler the lapse of some years. Capiain G. 
Berkeley was also wounded,, and Capiain John Hervey 
of the Brunswick, died of the wounds be had received 
soon after his arrival at Spilhead. 

FRSNCir FlERT. 

* 

Van SavADKom— under the Command if th Second Post. 

Sitfis* Guns. Mm. DUfkiiOu 

L' Amerique. 7 4. . 7 00 
LeRevo1ut!ona!re 1 90 « 1000 > Second 

%^ Gasparin .>»«74..»70o3 

.% 
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^ 1 

\ 

Ship. Gum. Mtn. Dhisiat. 
li'fndompfable 74. .700x 

Le Terrible .... 120. lOQO L^'^^*' M.Bouvet, Com. 
Llmpctueux ....74..700J ^« Second Foil 
Le Mutius Scaevola 74..700') 

L'CEoIe -.74. .700 J- Third 

Le Tourville ... .74- .70o3 

Cektbr SftUADRON— /fc Cmmondcr in Chi^. 

Le Pelletier 74. .700 7 

Le Tyrannicide* ..74. .700 \ ^^''''''^ 

J"sle 80*. 800^1 FirsU Rear- Ad. Villarct 

LeMonUgne ..12O.IIO0C Joyeuse, Comraander 

Le Jacobin 80.. 800) in Chief 

L'Aqhille. •74..70O\ 

Le Vengeur......74..700 f jy^j 

LeNorthum-y ^^^4 
berland \ --74.-700^ 

Rear Swkdko^— under th Commander in the Thhdf^t. ' 
Shp. Gum. Men. Diwiw. - ^ 

LiSntrepreijant ..74.. 700 x 

Le Neplune ....74-*70oC Second 

Lejeniappe •...74..7O0J 

Le Mont Blanc ..74.-700^ p. ^ ... ^ 

La Convention.... 74. .700 V . n., , 

T ^ D ^ .UK .^^^ \ Third PosU 

Le Republican ..120^ 1000 J 

Le Scipion 74..700i 

Le Montagnardj . .74. ^700 j 
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Frigid J, Ssfc. attached to each Squads 

Van, 

♦ 

Brulas, ray^e. • » . * • • • 50 La Diligeiote^ brig 14 

Le Courier, cutter --l^ La Gentile 40 

La Thames 32 La }ean. Baci 20 

L'Atalante .38 

Cbntbr. 

L'Insurgente. 36 La Proserpine . ..." 36 
La Seine .40 La Sodelii Populaire IS 

LaPrecieu8e..»..»i.»S6 La Mutine SO 



Rear. 
* 

LaBelloM •,ii«».»«,.36 La^FoJOftt.*.. 20 

^^e/Qlhwing ^hi/is joined between the 2Sth of May and the Ut 

^June. 

{ 

Le Sans Pareil. ... 80 800 Le Patriot • « 74 700 
Lc Trajan ••••••74 700 Le Temeraire 74 700 

The nomber of guns atid men in fbe action on (he 
Isl of June was, 2j^2&gQns^ and 20^^00 men. 
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^ Sl]/is. Guns. Killed Wi. 

Le Sans Pareil 80. ... 260 1 20 

Le Juste -.80. 100. 

L'AcWne ^ 74 36, 

Le NorthamMand 74..'„ 60.«-.'l00 Z^*^**^* 
L' Atnerique. 74. ... 1 34. ; . • 1 1 0 1 




Total 690 580 

I * - 

•1« Vefigcilr of 74 guns, sunk, 320 of her crew perished. 

Upwards of 300 men (by the French accounts) were 
fciUed or dangeroosly woanded on board Le Montagne. 

Besides the seven ships lost by the French in the ac<» 
lion of the I st of June, it is said, that three line of battle 
ships sunk in tJiis engagement, or on their voyage home ; 
but the evidence of their loss is q^tainly not at ail satis* 

* 

iactorv* 

On the Mth of June, Earl Howe entered the Chan- 
nel with the prizes in tow ; the next day he ordered 
Admiral Graves with a part of the fleet to Plymouth; 
and on the j3lh his lordship arrived at Spithead with the 
i^niainder. Immediately on his lordsliip's arrival, he 
gave out in orders his public thanks to the ships' compa-> 
msA ftir their gallant conduct in. the late actions, whicb 
were also communicated to the ships at Plymouth, vi2* 

" Jhe Queen Charlotte^ at^pttkcad, June 15, 1794. 

The admiral cannot omit the very grateful part of 
his duty, that requires these his public acknowledge- 
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' nents to be made, of Ihe, highly distinguished examples 
of resolution; spirit, and perseverance^ which have been 
testified by every description of officers, seamen, and 
military corps in the ships of the fleet, daring the several 
actions with the enemy on the 28 th and 29th of May, 
and the 1st of the present month; and which cannot be 

' better affirmed than by reference to their effects on those 
occasions. 

Nor is the merit of the seamen of the fleet less to 

be applauded in their active and unwearied exertions (o 
put their ships in a state for service so speedily^ as it 
was completed^ after those actions had ceased. 

"(Signed) Howe/» 

I 

. His Majesty's approbation of the conduct and bra* 

very of the officers and men in the above actions was 
made known in public orders, together with the thanks 
.of both houses of parliaments A roost liberal subscrip- 
tion was opened for the relief of the wounded officers, 
seamen and marines f and also the widows ^nd children 
of those who so gloriously fell on these days in the ser« 
vice o£ their king and country* The city of'Ix>ndoo 
subscribed 5001. The eorporatipn of (he Trinity House 
* gave 200 guineas ; and determined that such widowa 
who bad farojiies, should be admitted to the monthly 
pension at the usual allowance^ in preference to all 
Other objects* The cities of £dtnburgh and Dublin aho 
contributed very liberally to this subscription. 

His Majesty was also graciously pleased to direct the 
following proportion bf prize-money to be ioimediately 
paid : 
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To each of the warrant officers ^iS 0 U 

To each of the petty officers 10 tO 0 

To each seaman^ marine^ or soldier. 2 2 0 

n 

The joy exclled by this victory was so strong, that it 
i^as scarcely damped by the intelligence ol the French 
Wesf-Ihdia cont^oy havtn*g entered Bi'esC. 

On the 'iyth of May, Captain Francis Laforcy, io 
the Carysfort frigate, of 28 guns, and 200 men, being 
a cruize in the, bay, fell in wnlh. and after a well 
foagbt action of an hour and 15 minutes, captured a 
French frigMe of 32 guns, and 200 men^ commanded 
by L'Huiller J late his majesty's ship Castor, taken 
on the ( Oth by a division of the French fleet, whh hei^ 
convoy bound for/Newfoundland, The enemy Lad J (» 
iden killed, and nine wounded* The Carysfort one 
killed and !6wounderf. . , 

Upon the arrival of Captain Laforey and his prize in 
porl, the principal officers and commissioners of the 
navy gave in a claim for the ship, &c, the same of 
right belonging to them for the use of bis majesty. - 
An opposition to this claim was given on the part. ' 
of the con^nandcr, officers^ and ci-ew of the Carys* ' 
fort. 

The French commander, in answer to the. 4ih inter- 
j'Ogatory, said, that he was. appointed to the command 
of the Castor by the French Admiral, coroiiiander of a 
division of the naval army of the French Republic, by 
whose orders he took possession of the Castor at sea on 
the lOlh of May last, having first received a commis- 
sion from him so to do, as of a ship of war in the ser** 
vic.^ of the Republic ; which said admiral iiad tlifi 

i 
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power and aulhorUy lo condemn^ prizes^ and to ariUi 
fit out, and equip such ships as he might 4ake> and 
think calculated for the purpose as^hips of war in Ihe 
^service of the French Republic, without first sending 
them to France to pass through any formal procesf 5 
and that the said frigate the Castor was so armedi 
equipped, and fitted out accordingly. 

Sir James Marriot, judge of the high court of admU 
rahy, m a speech of sorae length, pronounced that the 
whole value of His Majesty's ship the Castor, re-cap- 
tured under- the circumstances in qoei^tion, should be 
adjudged to be lawful prize to the captprs. 

Admiral Montagu, who had been dispatched to the 
assistance of Lord Howe, but bad never reached himf 
fell in, on the 8ih of June, with an enemy's squadron, in 
which were eight sail of the line» and chased them 
without success as near to Brest, as he conceived pru- 
dent. On the succeeding day he fell in with the main 
body of the enemy fleet, which bad been lately 
beaten. As many of these ships appeared fit for battle, 
he immedisitely retreated before them, and was in his 
turn chased for five hours. Escaping his pursuers, he 
stood to the jwestward, in hopes of joining Lord Howe^ 
or falling in with the American convoy : in both which 
?)bjects he was disappointed. 

By the late humiliating defeat, the French attained 
the object for which they risked an engagement ; their 
American convoy, amounting to 160 sail, valued at 
five millions sterling* arrived safe in port June !2* 

On the 8th Sir James Saumarez, in the Crescent, of 
SO guns* accompanied by the Druid* of 32, Captain 
Joseph Ellison, and ihe Eurydice of 20, Caj)iain Fran* 
cis Cole^ having been ordered torriTize off Jersey, at 
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day-lighlr^ when about n)id-channelj feii in with, and 
was chained by a squadron of French ships of war. Sir 
James Sa«matez observij-'g the vast superiority of the 
enemy, ordered the Eurydice, which %vas Ihe \^orst 
sailer, to make the best of her way to Guernsey; 
whilst the Crescent and Druid followed under easy saiU 
engaging the enemy and keeping them at bay, until ihm 
Eurydice had got to some distance a-head» when the 
Crescent and Druid made all the sail they could set. 
By this time they had approached near to Guernsey; 
and the enemy were attempting t<5cut off from the 
shore the Druid and Eurydice ; but Sir James Sauma- 
rez, by a_bold and masterly manoeuvre^ extricated them 
from their perilous situatipn^ by hauling his wind and 
standing along the French line, which drew the atten* 
tion of the enemy from the other two ships, who made 
sure of capturing the Crescent ; but, by the assistance 
of an old experienced pilot,, she pushed through an in- 
tricate passage never attempted before by king's ships, 
and effected her escape into the road; greatly to the 
disappointment of her pnrsuers. 

The following order was given oiU by Governor 
Small who was a spectator of this excellent manceuvre* 
with the whole Island, highly honourable to Sir James 
Saumarez, the captains, oiiicers, and men under his 
command* 

. Head Quarters, J uns 9, \19W 

''The Lieutenant Governor has directed me to trans* 
mityoa th& following extract of this day's orders. 

'< I have the honour to be. Sir, 
, * - Your very obedient Servant, 

K . C A M p B &4 2.1 Brigadier Major. 
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" The Lieutenant Governor of Guernsey cannoir 
wUbout doing injustice to his own feelings, help taking 
notice thus publicly of the gallant and distinguished 
cbnduct of Sir James Saumare^^ ifirith thjs officers and 

iiicn of His iMajest)' ships Crescentj Druid, and Eury- 
dice, u>ider his command^ in the very unequal conflict 
of yesterday, where their consummate professionar skill 
and roasierly manceuvres^ deaiooslraled wilh briU/ant 
^ eflfect the superiority of British seamanship and bravery^ 
by repelling and .frustrating the views of a squadron of 
ihe enemy, least treble Uieir force ami .weight of- 
nietah Thii cljcciiiig instance of sjwrit and perse* 
veraiice ip a (nost resy>eqtable ^c^hi^j^ of o&ir wyal 
navy, could not fail op presenting an animating and 
pieasimg example to Hi^ .Majesty IsJ^nd forces, i^tbipf 
the Unejand island troops, w^o :iy^AFixjoM$ speGtitf,9Fr» 
and belveld wit li ad niira^oii Abe. active ^;o,o^Ulct Jlveir 
Ij^rave countrymen* To the loyal inlutUit^^ts pZ-Q^i^o^ 
sey it afforded cau<;e of real exullatiofi, to witness the 
nianly antl exeiiive gopd^ict of ,f^n ctfliceir nhoai ii\h 
nourishing island has to boast he jjr ^ native pf/' 
*' Sir Jam,es Suuuj^rei^ 

J!lpt,&c.-' 

Ti^e sbip Bejtjiy^ bou^d London from Jamaica* 
having parted cojnpany with the convoy in jtbe Gulph, 
of Florid?, .on th,e 2Qtb of Ji;ily, ^'ten off tlie ]Liz^d, 
fell in with» ^nd was c^pll^ured by 9 sqtiMron pf Freapb 
frigates. The mt^ster and crew (excepting the male^ 
cook, carp^nt.er« a )}oy, <^ad Mrs. Williams, a passen- 
^er) were tj^keA oyt <tf Ibe B^U)' i and .a UeutenanI 



Digitized by Google 



OR^ KEGISTikR OF NAVAL ACTIONS. 2B 1 

and 13 Frenchmen put o^h board to take charge of the 
prize. On the. 23d in llie evening, the ship being 
driven by a heavy gale of wind in sight of Guernsey^ 
a plot was laid for securing the Frenchmen, and retak- 
ing the $hip. On the mate suggesting it to Mrs. WiU 
Hams, she instantly fiiinted, sensible, it is presomed, 
that if the same failed^ every soul would be put to 
death. Recovering in a short time her composure, she 
went to the mate, and, with heroism unparalleled, 
actttally engaged to assist in the execution of the pro» 
ject. At eleven o^jlock at night, when the lieutenant 
was asleep in hh birth, and others of the French were 
between decks in* the fore part of the ship, the signal 
was giveuj and Mrs. Williams kept her resolution, by 
locking the lieutenant^s door, and standing with her 
back against it to prevent it being forced : in the mean 
while the Frenchmen on deck were thrust down the 
ibre hatchway by the three men, and threatened with 
death if they made the least attempt to get up. Provi- 
3enoe fevoaring their efforts with a fine breeze fromr 
the S.W. they reached Cowes Road at two o'clock in 
the morning of the 25th. When boat went on 
board, the crew found Mrs* Williams in the same po^ 
sitfon, with a pistol in her hand. 
' On the Q$d of August, the squadron, under the 
command of Sir John Borlase Warren, cruizing off 
Brest, f^ in with, and drove on shore near the Pen^ 
mark rocks. La Felicity French frigate of 40 guns, IB 
pounders, and 350 men. And soon after two cor-> 
vettes> L*'£spton and Alert, mounting 18 guns, nine 
pounders, and 200 men each. They at first took shel- 
ter ander cover of three batteries in HodierneBay; 
but being bard pressed, cut tljeir cables, and ran ashore ; 
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the borfts of tlic squadron were ordered under Sir £d« 
^^rd Peil^w iq destrpj them; on bo^ti^iog; the 90F- 
vettesi he found that many of their people were «Q 
dangerously wopoded^ thai they pQuld not \fQ reinpv^4 
tQ the Qri^ate^ v^itboat risk of their perishing ; b^ Ih^re* 
fore, for the sake of humanity^ let ihem remain/ ig be 
f^lieved b^ Uieir friends on shore. The ^ojv^Uea w^c 
l^il^ed and scuttled* In perforining this s^rvipe, about 
520 or 30 of the en^niy }ffetfi killed ^nd wpun^fti 

Tbe Di^iQQnd h^d five men wodnd^t und tbe Mvff^ 

riUa one. . - 

Op the 29lbj l/Impetuea^, of 14f gfxm, one of Ibft 

prizes taken on the 1st ofJ^jne^ vv^s Jburnt ^y^^cidenl 
in Portsmcmih ha^boiin \J 

Ontbi^ 31 sty a most daring an4 brave atleonpt HM 
ipade with su<;cess by a boat with p^ijy three wen, wiw 
yrent to ijea iroti) SjL. JV)arjf's« gciily^ tn^iw^t of obipv 

as pilots. At two leagues distaace from the land they 
spoke a brj^» v)(bjich of) thi^ ^i^ik kf^d b^Qn 9^^r^b; 
three French frigates abovit twentj^ leagues to the west«* 
ward.. Sl^^ wasijj) the possLe^sipn of si^yea Fi^ewhjin^ 
$ve 9f vvhom w«re r^m^rkal^ %iq^ ihpt^ baA 

been left on board one Engli>k i^ilor aind a buy i thj^ 
former of whom, on a swiv^ t>(^£ PWP^4 ^( ^ ^99^ 
called (9 them, that tl)ey had n^'^l^.er powf^&.iioyr arias» 
and desired tl]eiR ty, jwp on l^p^fd? which ibgj^ n^i 
•ooner. ione, tbw ^. <?onflnpt ^ued ^tb; wear 
pons as could be mos^ readily obtained ; at op^ lipn 
the cpnte^yvas sp despeiate tjj^t. tb%i h^4 neagrlj qv«r- 
conie (he Sciljy men ; howe,ver at lengih thje pr^ncbmeft 

b^r, was,carried ifllo St. H,elenXppo|,, She; prQyefJ,.(o bfi 
^ ^^^.S Ijfig B^ckfor^jj bplpBSfoa tp (;iXie^,y^wputh, from 

M 
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Sophia Bay^ on (be Barbarj^ coastt ladftn wilb aak-petfe 
On (he niglu of the 41b of September« (he weather 

being extremely dark and hazy, as the ile^t vva§ 
stretching to (he westward between the start and £ddy« 
slone^r several of tbe men of Mrar ran (bul of a Seel ol 
East In4i^ ships which were steering up channel; by 
wbicb accident, the &ossel, aC 7 4^ guns, lost bei bow- 
sprit; the Melampus, of :3 6 guns, and the A<^uilon, of 
22 gun&f. their bowsprits and ibr^^top masts; Eever^ 
other ships of war were damaged, but not materially. 
Ti)e Triton an4 another £ast ludif maif^j wore toUliy dis* 
masted^ 

On the ?7Ui a{ October another French frigate feil 
inia ibe possession of the tti^k. Sir £dwari).li^eUeWj| 
with a snjall squadron, consisting of the Arethusa of 3^ 
^ns; Diamond, ditto, Edmund Nagle; Arto!?;, ditii^^ 
Sit Sydney Smith ; an4 Gabtlea, 32 guns, Kealesi 
fyll in with ibe Kevolutijonaire i]»(Htntii3g 44^gMn^ 28 
of wbiob were^ eigbteen poui^dersb Sb^ wa» io^medi* 

ately chased by all the English frigates, who, being to 
lyindw^rdt iaijercepted be^ frora tbe land* The Ar(%i^^ 
ficstqame up witb her^ and fought her singly for forijs* 
i]^lnates; when the near approach o( tlie other fifigatQ.s|| 
^mi the Dtaiaond's takbig apposition onder h/^rstern^ 
wHb ti)e view of raking her, relieved Captain Nagle 
fi&oo^ any fuctbet stCMggleji ^fxd totQ^d b^s opponent t^ 
strike bis t;^n)rs» The assij^tamce brought to the 
4^tQi.s acc<^dlng to the statement of the Commodorey 
merely battened the £piie. of >be RjevoIutiQnaicp» 8s.thtt 

damage, she had ahcady received, was such, as to 

b4y^<;piQ{i^Ued her to ^ucfeofde^s mo b^d ibe ^fiQt\» 
b9«;i aloMA ^nd, u^.si^ppoi^ted. ( 
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On Che 6th oF November, the Alexatider and Cana«^ 

da of 74 guns each, commaiukd by the Captains 
Sicbard Rodney Bligh and Charles Powell UamiUon, 
at half past two in the morning, being on their return 
toXngiandj from having escorted the Lisbon and Medi- 
terranean fleets a pa:t of their way on their vcj age, fell 
in with a squadron of French ships of war, five of 74- 
gfons, three large frigates avid an armed brig, romoianded 
Rear Admiral Neilly. The Canada steereci a different 
cmirse from her consort, ancl two frigates followed her 
track, white the remainder of I lie scfuadron pursued the 
Alexander* Captain Bligh observing the ships in chase 
of the Canadu to come up with her, and, that a fire had 
commenced on each side from the chase guns, made her 
a signal to fall in ahead of his own ship^ boing deter* 
min^, as there seemed* no probability of escape, tode* 
fend both ships to the last extremity. She immediately 
attempted to comply with his order, but was frustrated' 
in the attempt by her assailants ; who observing her in- 
tention» intercepted iter from faer consort, and com* 
polled her to persist in the course, she had at first 
steered. In the mean time Captain Bligh, who had 
for several houfs exchanged shots with the'«nemy firom 
• - his stern-chasers, was forced into close action about 
eleven o'clock at night, and sustained the assault of 
three ships of the line for two hottrs, and until he was 
entirely deprived of the power of resistance* The sails 
of his ship were torn to ragtt, the slanding and run- 
ning rigging cut nearly to pieces, many of the yards 
were shot away, the remainder much damaged, the 

masts so badly wounded, as to be ev^ery moment in 
danger of gomg over the side, and the hull so pierced 

with shot, and making so much water* that it was 
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wilh difiicuUy, she was aAenvards floated into Brest. 

In this defenceless situation, slie vvas threatened by new 
enemies ; for the &lnp$, who had chased the Canada, be* 
ing bafRed in f heir pursuit, now returned to assist Iheir 
friends, and had actually approached so near, that a 
shot from onjs of them passed over the Alexander's deck* 
In this deplorable situation Captain Bligh called a 
council of his otficers> who recommended a surrender, 
and the colours were hauled down. This was the only 
ship of the line the British lost (his yeari havii^ been 
in almost ail the actions tltat took place at sea success- 
ful, with the exception of the loss of the Triton, East 
iadia ship« ^hich was carried by a French privateer 
infinitely inferior in force. This vessel was commanded 
by Surcouff a most daring adventurer, who iias ren* 
dered his name fsktnonh by soccessfulty accpmpli^bing 
two desperate enterprises* This ship was completely 
taken by surprise. Surcouf approached her in a Vir- 
girvia scliooner ; and while (he English were uncon- 
cernedly observing his motions^ concluding, that it was 
a pilot boat coming to take charge of the ship, itud- 
denly put his helm down, ^nd hauled aft his sheets* 
The scbooDer was in a moment on the Triton's quarter : 
those of her crew who had beeji concealed below, sprung 

deck, and all entered the Indiaman, their captain at 
their head, 'sword in hand. The Triton's nen, in the 
fifst deiiriuu) of paixic^ ran from their quarters and the 
^hip was lost without resistance. . 

We shall now take a review of the naval opcr^llQiis 
in the Mediterranean, during this year. 

Lord Hood kept his station off Hieres Bay, and In 
the vicinity of Toulon, until the beginning of t ebiuary« 

1^ hen he proceeded to Corsica^ in order to redjoce that 
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island; many parts of which were In a state of "revdft 
against ihe^uthoriiY of their new governois. 

The troops were disembaiked under the diroction of 
Concimodore Linzee, and gained possession, without 
much loss> of a height^ which overlooked the tower of 
Mortelia, one of the p sts commandliig ihe anchorage • 
of the western side oi liie gulph* The tower was tired 
at (rom the land side, and violently cannonaded from the 
sea wahout eSect, by the Fortitude, commanded by 
Captain Young, and the Juno frigate, for two hours 
and an half. The former received such damage from 
the red hot shot, fired by the enemy, iihat the two 
ships were under the necessity of hauling off* The 
Fortitude was in flames several times, which were how* 
' ever each time extinguished* 

The walls of this tower were of a prodigious thick* 
iiess, and thct parapet so well secured with bass, junk» 
and sand, that it was haltered by the army from the 
heights for two days, before the garrison, only thirly- 
thVee in number, of whom but two were wounded, 
capitufated : tliis Ihey were at last driven to by the bass 
' being fired at by some red but shot* 

It was now determined to attempt (he establishment 
of artillery on the mountains that skirted the western 
part of the gu!])h, and overlooked other works of the 
enemy. These were on several heights and points, 
cx)mmandiiig the anchorage of that side of the gulpb, 
and precluded the possibility of ihe British squadron 
lying in security. Desperate as the attempt was, a 
party of seamen volunteered their service to gain the 
top of this hillj the approach to which is in mar^ places 
-almost perpeodicular ; by means of blocks and ropes 
Ihejr succeeded in dragging three cannon of the calibre 



Digitized by GoOgle 



OR, ll£GXST£a Off VkVjLL ACTIONS. 287 

9f 1 S-poandent>wilb their carriages, up (bis craggy sleep* 

nhere the pieces were mounted at the distance of a full 

mile from (he sea. The path aloog which these spirited 

fellows crept, would admit in most places only one;' 

person at a time ; on the right was a descent at n^any 

thousand feet, and one false step would! have led to 

eternity. On the left of the path were stupendous. 

overhanging rocks, which occasionally .served to 6^ a 

tackle that they used in the conveyance of the guns. 

When these guns were directed against tbe.tower# the 

enemy were covered with astonishment ; and to a con- 

slant and well directed fire kept up from the I^eight 

the early surrender of this strong hold is to be attri* 
buled. ' 

After a cannonade of two days, the enemy were 
driven by the bayonet from the redoubt of the Conven* 
tion^ (heir principal work, by three columns under the 
command of Colonel Moore, Captain Stewart, and 
Colonel Wauchope. 

The French were now reduced to their last posts at 
Fornelli, when fearing, their retreat would be cut off^ 
they abandoned their works, and crossed over to San 
Fiorcnzo. Two fine French frigates, y/hifh were 
lying off the town, were destroyed ; viz. Lal^ortunee, 
40 guns, and La Minerva, ditto ; the latter (now St. 
Fiorenzo) was weighed up by the English* On the 
1 9th this town was also deserted. 

The Admiral's next object of attack was Bastia, and 
he inbmedia'.cly applied to the commander of the land 
forces for assistance in this enterprize* But General 
Duiidas, the Commander in Chief by land, either con* 
ceiving the reduction of the place impracticable, or 
peevenled by difficulties from co-operating with Xiord 
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Hood, do^llned the undertaking: on which the Ad- 
iDiral d€ftenmned to attack the place with only his navat 
force, and a small body of soldiersj^ who were serving as 
marines aboard his fleet. 

On ihe l rth of April, having made the necessary 
disposilicnif be summoned the town; but a positive and 
peremptor3r refiisal to treat under any eircumstanoe^ 
was returned. As soon as the officer brought this 
Msweo A signal was made for the commencement of 
A cannonade by the troops, that had been previously 
landed. Batteries were opened consisting of five 
French twenty-four .pounders^ two mortars of Ihirteen 
inches, two of ten, and two heavy carronades, in dif- 
ferent situations, coQimanding the town and ciladeU as 
well as the out-works orthe enemy. A 'detachment of 
seamen served in these batteries, where Captain 
Horatio Nelson of the navy held a considerable com** 
inand* « - 

The Proselyte^ gun*boat, had been brought round 
from San Fiorenzo, for the purpose of playing oh a part 
of the town; but, on getting under sail, she was pre-> 
vented by. the violence of the swell from taking her pro- 
per station; and being exposed to a heavy lire of red-hot 
balls was soon in flames,, several of the shots striking 
her between wind and water, and lodging amot^gst ihc 
casks in her hold* Her commander. Captain Sececold, 
immediately made the signal for assistance; but,, tilt 
boats arrived to cai^y ofl* the crew, which they (brtu- 
nately preserved, never intermitted his fire upon the 
enemy. Tlje vessel was burnt. While the batteries' 
occasionally played upon the works, the garrison was 
distressed by a most close and unremitting blockade. 
The ships were moored in a line from one e:Ufemity tf 
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t m 

fte bity to the other^ in the form of a chord to a bow* 

But as the necessity of having room to swing clear of 
each other^ made it impossible for them to anchor close 
enoughj to prevent small craft from escaping at nighl 
through their intervals, the boats of the fleet rowed 
guard from the moment it grew dark, till the morning. 
This manner of blockading the port was attended with > 
great fatigue to the ships' crews, and considerable risk 

' to the sqaadron* After six weeks of harassment and 
fatigue the besiegers got possession of the place by 
capitulation on the 22d of May. The loss sustained 
here amounted to 7 killed^ 13 wounded, and two mis* 
sing. Among the killed was Lieutenant Gary Tupper, 
of (he Victory ; and, among the wounded. Lieutenant 
George Andrews of the Agamemnon* 

Lord Hood gave the highest praise to Colonel Vil- 
letles^ who commanded on shore, and all the land and 
sea officers employed in the siege. Nor can his eulogium 
be deemed misplaced, when we consider the strength . 
of the fortifications, the force of the garrison, and the 
weakness of the besiegers., Tlie greatest number of 
men ever employed by the Blilish on the land side, 

- consisted of thirty attillery men^ one thousand and nine* 
ty-two soldiers, marines, and seamen, and about six 
hundred Corsicans. The French garrison, at the com* 
menceqient of the siege, amounted to three thousand 
effective men, Calvi was now the only place in the 
possession of the French. 

During this time great exertions bad been making at 
Toulon lo equip a fleet, which might retrieve the 
French cause in the island ; and positive information 
reached Lord Hood^~ . that a considerable number of 
ships were preparing to sail. In consequence of this 
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mlelH^ence, he put to sea on the 4th of June^ and sent 
an or(ler to Vice-Admiral Cosby, to join him on his ap* 
pearmg off MarteHo point. At six •'clock the next 
morning, Lord Aineiius Beauclerk of the Juno, came 
M board the Vicfory with a Jelter^ from Admiral Ho« 
tham, who had dispatched similar information to Ad« 
mtral Cosby, stating that (he French fleet, consisting 
ef fifi'een ships, nine of which were of the line, had 
come out of Toulon. He added, that, a^ he con- 
eeived.Calvi to-be the object of their destination, he 
had determined to wait for them off that port. Here 
Admiral Cosby jpiped him on the 7tfa, and IiOr4 Hood 
on the night of the 8lh. 

Lord Ameh'us Beauclerk was dispatched off Toulon 
to look out for the 'enemy's ships, and the English 
squadron steered towards the islands of Hieres, where 
tbey esLpGded to fait in with them. In the afternoon of 
the 10th th^ French were discovered close under the 
land near St* Topaz, and th^ Admiral entertained atreng 
hopes of intercepting them firom the shore, or at least 
bringing them to, action on the ensuing morning. But 
be tvas disappointed by the . failure of the wind ; and 
the French ^hips, by the assistance of an infinite number 
ef boats from Antibes, and otbef places were all towed 
within shoals, in the road of Gourjean, where they 
, were protected by batteries on the islands of St« Ho* 
nora, Margaretta, and Cape Garoupe. Orders were 
at iirst given for aUacking them, but were retracted on 
, finding their squadron so disposed, as (o guard the 
only practicable passage for large ships ; nor was there 
any prospect of entering this channel,- but by towing 
or warping, as the wind seldom blew home al this se»- 
son of the year* 
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Admiral tiolhacn was left to watch Ihe Fceach squa^ 

dron, and (be siege CaU'i was vigorously prosecuted 
by JLieulenant-General Sir Charies Stewart. Guns 
were dragged by the seamen up precipices, apparently 
insurmountable ; the principal post of the cnem/ was 
carried with the bayonet by a detachment under the 
command of Colonel MortJ, and the town itself capitu- 
lated on the 10th of August, after a siege of fifty-one 
days. The navy had a considerable share in the credit 
arising from this conquest* Several ships v/atcbed the 
coaslj and prevented succours being thrown in from^ 
the sea, while a considerable detachment of seamen, 
under the command of Captain Nelson, served in the 
batteries on shore. Captain Serecoldj {who distin- 
guished .himself in the attack on Bastia as before i^en- 
tioned) dnfortunately fell in this siege, by a grape-shot,. 
whU:it getting the last gun4ntoiLs place on on^of the 
batteries. 

On tlie 8th of Jane the assembly of the general 
consult held at Corti, declared unanimously the separg* 
tion of Corsica from France ; and with the same unani- 
mity, and with the strongest demonstrations of joy and 
satisfaction, voted the union of Corsica to the cxown 
of Great Britain. On the 19(h, Sir Gilbert Elliot., 
viceroy, in presence 6f the' assembly, received /rom 
the president. General Paoli, in the name of tiie peo- 
ple, the tender of the crown and sovereignty of Corsica 
to his Majesty, and in his Majesty's name took the 
oath prescribed, to maintain the liberties of Corsica, 
according to the coni^lilulion and ihe laws. 

In consequence of information which Vice*admiral 
Goodall had received of the diaboQcal intentions of the 

2 c 2 
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wimny, the following memorandum was issued lo Ibe 
fleet. 

Princess Ry€d, August 15, 1794. 

Information having been received of the enemy 

having lorir.ed the iniquitous intenlion to load a vessel 
fvitb wine with poison in it, and let her fall into our 
hands; the vice-admiral makes the same known to the 
ships of the squadron^ that they may be upon their 
guard accordingly ; and as the intelligence comes from 
Genoa, and this diabolical design planned at thatplace, 
particular care is to be observed in not meddling with 
any wine cargo laken^ which comes from the eastward; 
and the crews of all auspicious vessels are to be carefully 
secured/' 

A most alarming mutiny broke out on board the 
Windsor Castle^ the ship, on board of which was Ad* 
miral Linzec b flag, in St, Fiorenzo Bay^ Nov. 10. 
The feason assigned by the routineers, was a dislike to 
their admiral, captain, first-Iieulenant, and boatswain, 
all of whom they declared should be changed before 
they would return to their duty. Admiral Hotham, 
Sir Hyde Parker and several of the captains of the fleet 
wenfon board to endeavour to prevail on the men to 
return to their duty, rather than resort to cxtrcmilks, 
which they positively refused. Captain Shields, the 
commander, demanded a court-martial on his conduct : 
but there not appearing any thing to criminate him in 
the least, he was acquitted; notwithstanding which, 
the commander-in-chief, to sati$f)[.the mutineers, sent 
Captain Gore, another lieutenant, and boatswain to 
the Windsor Castle ^ and the mutineers also received 
a pardon. 
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On the l8Ui of June, an action took phct between 

the Romney^ an English dfty^gun ship> commaixded by 
Captain Paget, and tlie SybiUe, a Freaob frigate mount- 
ing fort^s^x guns^ twenty-six of which were eighteen 
poondersf commanded jbjr Coonmodore Ronttcaui. Cap- 
tain Paget passing between the islands of Tino and 
Myconi with a^ convoy^ discovered a French frigate 
witb a broad pendant fljingy anchored dose m shores 
with three mercbantoien. As lie was conftdent of the 
safety of his coniroy from the knowledge of the locm- 
stant, one of bis consorts being in sight from the mast* 
bead, he resolved on attacking the enemyv and or dosed 
his convoy to make the best of their way towards the 
English ship. Having hauled his windy and come to 
an anchor in Myconi road, within little more than -a 
cable's length of his adversary^ he suromoqed him to ^ 
sarrendei; Captain Rondeau replied, that be was per« 
fectly aware of the force of the Romney, that he was 
weU prepared both with* men andammmhion, and that 
he had taken an oath never to strike Ms colours.' While 
this was passing, he placed his ship between the SMg* 
Ksb and the lowm On this Oaptabi Paget carried •OAt 
another anchor, and warped his ship farther ahead, that 
be might not injure the hoasA, or endanger the safety 
of the inhabkants. The two ships lying abreast of 
ea^^otber, two broadsides were immediately exchaegp* 
ti, and tbeliction lasted witliotft a momeaiViiileraiisu 
sion, for an hour and (en minutes, when the French 
commodore, afteia gallant r^sistaitce, vmred hisealh 
and struck his colours* The superiority pf guns was 
greatly ew the side ef tbe Britisb; l»et on Sbo btber 
hand, Cajptain Paget was sevoMy-^Dur men shof t of Ais 

♦ 
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eflectivecbmplenent* On board the Romnejrteii men 

were killed and twenty-eight wounded. In the French 
ship two officers and shcty-two'seamen were killed, and 
ninety-four were wounded. The English consul at 
Myconi, who was by birth a Greek, on seeing liie 
Homney stand in for the roadt came oa board magnlft- 
cently dressed, to pay his visit of ceremony to Captain 
Paget : when, to bis great surprise, he beard the ofder 
given for immediate engagement. In his eagerness to 
escape this unexpected species of entertainment, be 
seized a rope and sprung overboard^ and remained 
sospended with his head just «bov6 the water* In this 
tttnation, he remained till the conclusion of the acthm. 
When hauled up and assured of the victory, he express- 
ed more joy for his miracoloiu escape than tixt the glory 
of the conquest. 

The Daedalus frigate, of S2 guns, commanded by 
Sir Charles Knowles, having met with very tempestuous 
weather, on her passage to Halifax, in which the ship 
received considerable damage, and sprang her maia 
and tni^n masts^ was obliged to put into Norfolk, in 
iVhrgiiiHiA North America, yvhece she took in new 
mastsj and was about to sail, when a French squadron, 
COQfiistiog of two sail of the line, six frigates, and two 
comettei,. arrived, and blocked her up. On the 20th of 
^pril the French put to sea with a large fleet of merchant* 
men, bound to France leaving only the Concorde fr^ 
gate, and a corvette of 16 guns. Sir Charles KoQwks 
wiBB now determined to proeeed to HalUax^ and was 
making every arrangement to get under sail and engage 
tbev^F£ancb.*$hips, should they attempt to, molest him; 
When on the morsjng pf the 17|hof May he was joined ^ 
by the Terpsichore^ of 32 ^uns. Captain R. fik)weo. 
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Notwiihstanding this accession of force, the French 

commander shewed a disposition lo follow the frigates, 
and bring them to action. Sir Charles Knowles stood 
off from Cape Henry four or five miles, and then heve 
to ; upon which the Concorde tacked^ and returned to 
her. anchorages 

Important events now recal our attention to the West 
Indies. The disafiection of the white inhabitants of 
the French Islands encouraged the English government 
to make strongs exertions in that quarter during the 
present year, and an armament was sent out under the 
command of Admiral Sir John Jervis and Lieutenant- 
genenil Sir Charles iSrey. The expedilbn -was de- 
layed for some time by the troops destined for this ser« 
vice being sent to ^e coast of West Flanders, in order 
to assist the allied army, then closely pressed by the 
French; the armament however at length arrived at 
its destination, and rendezvoused in Carlisle Bay, in 
' £arbadoes^' when it jconsisted of the following ships : 



The Boyne of 



Guns* 
98 



Vengeance 74 

Irresistible 74 

Veteran * • 64 

Blanch • 32 

Terpsichore 32 

Blond - 32 

Solebay • 32 

Beanliea - 40 

Quebec 32 



Admiral Sir John Jervis; 
Captain G. Grey, 
Commodore C. Thompson. . 
Captain Pawlett. 
— — John Henry. 
■ - ' Cha. Edm. Nugent* 
- Christopher Parker. 
— — Sampson Edwards. 
" ■ John Markham* 

— ~ Wm. Hancock Kelly. 
— — * John Satisbary; 
— — Josias Rogers. 
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Gtm. 

The Rose of - 23 
Nautilus - 18 
Radlesnake 18 
' i>ea*flower 
Zebra • 
Experiment 41- 
Woolwich 44 
Dromedary 44 

Aad Vesuvius bomb 



16 
IS 



Captain Edward Rioiu 
^ Jameft Carpenter. 

■ ■ ■ ■■ Malhew Henry Scott. 

■ William FierrepoioU 

Roberif Faulitner. 

— - — SimonMiiler ) 

Joho Parke. C 

S.Fatham. J^^- 

■ Charles Sawyer. 



This forc^ apcompanied by store-ships, transports^ 
and gun-boats^ salted from Barbadoes in4fae beginning 
of the month of February^ 179^, for the reduction of 
Martinique, Daring the niege of Fort Louia and Foit 

Bourbon in that island^ it received a reinforcement com^ 
posed of the 



Asiai - - 64 
Santa MargaritaS6 
Assurance r 44 
Ceres - • S2 

Winchelsea - 32 



Captain John Brown. 

■ Eltab Harvey.* 
— — Velters Corn. Berkley. 
■ Richard lacledon. 



m»' m <m Lord Vise. Garlics. 
A$Ki Roebuck 44 hos.$h ^ ■ Aadrevr Christie. 

The total land force, embarked for the attack on Mac- 
(iaique^ consisted of six thousand and etglity*fiif e meo $ 
but many of these were in a bad stat^ oi health, and 
nearly a thousand weie 4eft sick at Barbadoes. These 
troops were divided into three brigades : the first com« 
xnanded by Lieutenant-geaeral Prescottj the second by 
Major-generat Thomas Dundas, and the thinl was to 
be under the oideis of Miyor-general Fihm £dward i 
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but till the arrival of the prince from Canada, was 

commanded by LieulenanUcolonel Sir Charles Gor* 
jion. These forces were strengthened by detachments 
t)f seamen and marines* 

The armament was soon oflf the^toast of Martiniqae»' . 
where Ihree landings were made, each at a distance ^ 
from the olherj ior the purpose of distracting the ene- 
my^s attention and giving an alarm in all quarters* 
One near La Trinite, on the north-east side of the 
island, by the division under Major-generaKDundas, and 
^'Commodore Thompson, on the 5lh and 6lh of Febru- 
ary. Another on the south-east coast at the same time 
near Trois Rivieres, St. Luce, and Col de Sac Marii^ 
under Sir Charles Grey and Lieutenant-general Fres- - 
cott. A third to leeward^ at Cas de Navires^ under 
Sir Charles Gordon, on lhe.8th of February, 

The first division having effected their landing, car* 
^ lied a post called La Brune, situated on an eminence 
immediately, over the town of Trinity, after an action 
of about fifteen minutes. They soon after took posses* 
sion of Fort Louis, and a fort commanding the harbour 
of Trinit^t which the enemy evacuated after setting 
fire to the town. The fire was extinguished, and great 
part of the town saved by the exertions of the seamen 
attached to thisdivisiouj under the command of Captain 
Salisbury* This fort bore the name of Bdlegarde^ its 
commander, the general of the negroes and mulattoes. 
After firing the town he retired lo the mountains. Gros 
Morne, a post strongly fortified, and the key of the 
principal pass between the northern and southern parts 
of Martinico, was also deserted by the enemy. Morne 
Braneao, about two leagues to the north*east of Fort 
fiourbon^ Fort Matilda, and Colon, fell suoa^fterward:j« 
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Bellegarde's troops mad^ an atlem^pt to recover Fort 
Maliida; bul were, after a sharp conflict^ repalsed by 
the bayonets of tbe grenadiers of the ninth regiment, 
headed by Colonel Craddock. The poit of Colon was 
also ineffeclually aliitcked Ihrce times by the enemy on 
the night of the 1 1 th. This day the strong post of Le 
Maitre had also been occopfed by the British* 

The part of the army which landed under Sir Charles 
Grey near Trois Rivieres, was. not less vigorous in its 
progress. Having proceeded to Riviere Salee, about 
two leagues distance from Trois Rivieres^ a detachment 
under the command of Brigadier-general Whyte, car* 
ried the two batteries of Cape Solomon and Foinle a 
Burgos* These facilitated the taking of Pigeon Island, 
the possession of which was necessary to secure a safe 
ingress for our shipping into the harbour of Fort RoyaL 
• This island is situated on the south side of the bay of 
Fort.Rayal, at 200 yards distance from the shore. It is 
a steep rock abnat thirty yards above the level of the 
sea, and .300 paces round, accessible only on one side 
by a ladder fixed against a perpendicular wall. On the 
north side of the bay is Fort Louis and tlie town of Fort 
' Royal, and immediately behind it Fort Bourbon, sitoat* 
. ^ ed on a steep hill. The island was de[eiided by seven* 
teen large pieces of cannon, four thirta^n-inch mortars 
and a howitzer* On General Whyte's marching to 
attack it, the enemy landed troops for the purpose of 
cmtting off the communication between him and the 
head-quarters at Sal6e : they were however dislodged 
by the 70th regiment^ under the command of Colonei 
Dundas and Lieutenant-colonel Johnson, 'Gene^l 
, Why te having been in the mean time strengthened by a 
supply of sd4iers and ordnaooej Colonel Symes with • 
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delachBiejit of the J 5th regtmeol» and 200 seamen 

armed with pikes, swords, and pistols under the com- ' 
maud of Liieuianant$ Ro^rs and Rutkerford, ascended 
the heights on the ninth, and got possession of Mount 
Matbarine, which entirely commands the island. Bat-* 
Ceries were soon erected, which, in Ibe space of (wo 
hours, obliged the enemy to strike their colours, and 
surrender at discretion. About- tfaW time# the 15th re* 
giment^ led by Major Lyon, and commanded by Capt. 
Paomier, sur^prbed and defisated several hundreds of the 
enemy strong ly posted on the heights of Grand Bou- 
clain. In the interim, tiie sole in^^ediment to the ad- 
nttaFs co-operating effectively with the general being 
removed by the capture of Pigeon Island, he sailed with 
the rest of ^e fleet from Ance L^Arlet^ and ancliorec) 

in Fort Ro) al Bay. 

The column commanded by Sir. Ciiades Gordon^ 
which lafded to leeward on the side of Cas de Navires, 
was covered by a division of the fleet under the com- 
mand of Captain Rogers of the navy. This column 
found the enemy in possession of the great road leading 
into the country, and the heights above it. ,* A part of 
the troops iiowever made an unperceived movement to- 
wards the momitaias, and gained the most commanding 
point in the vicinity by day-break on the ^th* The 
English pushii\g on through a most didicult country^ 
carried all the batteries between Cas de Navires and 
Fort Royal : tliey then seized the post^ of Gentiliy, La 
Cosle> and L'Archet, w&ich are within a league of 
Fort Bourbon. 

The division under Sir Charles Grey now moved for- 
ward 46 Brmeao, and joined Lie«fenanl^»general ^Pres» 
cuHt, 9vho bad reached this place; a plan for the attack 
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of SL Pierre having beep previously cpncerled lletwee« 
the commander in chief'and General Dondas, who put 
biiDseir in march towards Ihe town. The general liav- 
ing detached Colonel Campbell from Gros ^ome 
through the woods by Bois le Due to Moniign^ with 
the second battalion of light inlantry» and the 56ib rai- 
ment, himself proceeded towards Morne Rouge, driv- 
ing the enemy before him, and repulsing them wherever 
they attacked hinr. He bad during this march a ver^^ 
narrow escape from assassination : as he w^ one day 
writing-in liis tent, a man presented himself at Ihe doOr 
and demanded to speak to him. Wishing to frighten 
away the intruder, he called out to the centinel to bajrr 

onet him. The villain, conscious of guilt, conceived 
the order given in earnest, and dropped an oiled dagger. 
On being seized he was proved to have been the assasm ' 
of a French royalist. - ' 

The general now gained Morne Rouge: from thence 
he saw Colonel Campbell, who was within half a mile 
of Montign^, warmly pressed by the enemy who had 
the advantage of a strong position. He immediately 
pushed forward his advanced guard, consisting of sixty* 
three men, commanded by Captam Eamsay of tbe 
Queen's regiment to his assistance: these gaining the 
summit by extraordinary exertions, attacked the enemy, 

then engaged with Colonel CampbelTs party^ silenced 
their £re, and soon aiterw'ards took jpossesston of Mon* 
ttgn6. Their assistance was unfortunately too late to 
save the gallant Colonel Campbell, who fell within 
twenty yards of the enemy, rushing on at the head of 
th^ light company of the 40th with bayonets fixed. 
General Dundas had not been long here before he was 
attacked by five or six hundred inan. These gave way 
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aFier a 4^ten(ton of about twenty minutes, and aban<» 
^oned a redoubi ihey kad taken possessjoo of m front of 
(he generaPs post during the night. While the general 
continued successfully advaficing. Colonel Symes, who» 
according to a concerteiJ plan, had embarked iNrilh Ma- 
jor Maitland and a dQtacbment of soldiers and seamen^ 
ianded, and carried the 4own of St. Pierre. 

The enemy had previously sent to General 
Dundas) who was advancing against the town to de-» 
mand^n Interval of five days to consider of a capital'* 
iation. The request was rcffiised, and a flag of troc^ * 

dispatched limrting them to as many hours. This mes- 
senger found the general anticipated in his attacV» and ' 
<he English flag already flying on the walls. 

St. Fierre being taken, the enemy's chief strength waft 
concentrated in Forts £oais and Bourbon. Fort Loais, 
the ancient strong liold of the island^ js situated on a 
Deck of land running into the sea, which forms one 
Vide of the Carenage> an excellent harbour. Fort Bour- 
iwn, built under the direction of the Marquts de Bouilfd; 
is built on a hill, at the bottom of which in low and 
swampy ground, lies the town of Fort^ Royal. Frojn' 
the moment of the admirafs anchoring in Fort Royat 
Bay, he had bou^barded the fort and har^tssed the gar- 
rison by constant nocturnal attacks wTU^ gun-boatj?^ 
More vigorous operations were soon commenced, and 
additional bodies of seamen landai under the. command 
of Captain Rogers of the Quebec: these occupying 
the posts at Cas de Navires, which had been reliiK]ut^hed 
ly the troops, formed a camp near Puinl Negro. Most 
<^f the transports, protected by son^ ships of war* got 
' up into the Cut de sac de Cohee, a harbour at (he north* , 
mt end of the bay, from whence they had a comnQuni^ 
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cation with Sir Charles Grey's army* secured by h 
chain of posts established between alanding*place lately 
formed and iKe heights of Bruneau* . * 

^ Fort Bourbon, where Rochambeau comtpanded, 
.cottld not be closely invested without the possession of 
the heights of Sourier, occupied by Bellegarde, who 
vras still at the head of a considerable force. . . It was 
now determined to attack him ; but his own rashness 
accelerated his ruin* Descending the heights with a 
party of hislxoops, be fell upon Sir Charles Grey's left 
towards the landing place« in the hope of cutting off 
the communication between the army and the fleet. He 
was checked in his career by a reinforcement, brought 
up by General Frescott. While he was thus held in 
play Sir Charles Grey detached the third battalion of 
gienadierSi commanded by LieutenaiU*coIonel Bucke* 
ridge, supported by the first and second battalions of 
light Infantry under Lieutenant-colonels Coote and 
^lundell^jshaaitacked his-posty weak^^ by his saUy» 
and got possession of his artillery and camp, w here ihey 
found an excellent dinner^ which was of course con- 
sidered as lawful spoil. Sir Charles Grey, in the mean 
time supported General Frescott by a cannonade from 
his camp at Bruneau. Thegenerat of the blacks, unable 
any longer to make head against General Frescott, and 
sustain Sir Charles Grey^s fire, gave way and retreated 
to the heights of Sourier, which he had recently quitted. 
Instead, however, of finding an* asylum there. He had 
the mortification of seeing his post occupied by the En* 
glish, and was driven by the fire of his own guns under 
the walls o( Fort Bourbon. The British, pursuing with 
great impetuosity, were exposed to a heavy fire of grape 

from tbe^fort, which compelled them to retreat with loss 
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fo iheir new acquhiiioni Though his pursuers were re* 
pulsed^ Belfegarde was unsuccessful tn his allempi Id 
seek shelter in the fort : Rociiambeau^ who commanded 
Ihere^ shut the gates against him^ and left him to pro« 
viie for his own safety. • • , , 

Immediately after forcing Bellegarde^s camp, and 
getting possession of the height of Sourter, the general 
received a message from Rochambeau, who offered to 
deliver up the island on condition of its being restored 
to France, in the event of royalty being re-e!?tabli8heJ, 
or the republic acI;.nowledged ; which proposals were 
'peremptorily refused^ and the siege commenced ; but 
the making a road from the wharf to Sourier, the con*- 
•tructing batteriesj the dragging of artillery up the. 
heights, and other necessary preparations, delayed the 
Opening of the first parallel for some time* The road^ 
nearly five miles in extent, part of which was cut ihrougU 
a thick wood, and part through an acclivity, which a 
loaded mu]e could not ascend in a direct line, vras nsada 
in the space of three days by only 300 men, principally' 
leamen. Cannon were also lodged on the heights by 
the exertions of the navy, a work, which even excited ; 
itarprise in those ho had often witnessed their efforts * 
on similar occasions* Forts Bourbon and Louis, and 
the town of Fort Royal, were completely invested the 
^Oth of February, General Prescott broke ground ott 
the north east side the 25th, and fascine batteries wcrC 
erected on the west towards La Coste by Sir Charles 
Gordon. Bellegarde, whose situation was become desr 
perate, now surrendered on conditions, and was suffered 
to retire to America, where he l ad previously takert 
care to lodge a considerable treasure, the fruits of plun- 
der and confiscation. 

2 D 2 
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On the 4th of March. Prince Edward arrived from 
panada» and imoiediately look the command of Sir 
Charles Gordon^s brigade. On the llih of Ihis manlli 
%\ew batteries opened on Fort Louis from Point Carriere^ 
a neck of land, which forms the south-west side of the 
entrance of the Caieenage, about 200:3r^rds across the 
karbour ; while the batteries on the heights played oi» 
Fort Bourbon. A most gallant action, performed about 
iihis time by the gun-boats stimitlated the courage of the 
besiegers^ and hastened the fall of Xhe forts. A report 
- bad been spread that a great number of British prisoners 

■were confined ort boaid a f rench frigate, called the 
.^ien Veniie, ai>chored in the Careenage^ and conse^^ 
quently exposed to the fire of Ibe £ng!tsh batteries* 
Lieutenant Bpweu of the Boyne, who had fof a con* 
siderable time commanded the night guard and gont* ' 
.VK>ats, entering tl>e Careenage witU bis row-boatx^ 
be boards and carried the frigate^ and absolutely 
. for a short iinr^e turned h^r guns upon the fort. He th^ 
brought off the o0icers and the few men who were oa 
board under a tremendous fire of grape and rausquelry 
from the ramparts and parapets of Ibe fori. As the 
enemy's bullets flew thickly round them, he sufTered hie 
|>ri3oners to lie down at the bottom of the boat that they 
ihlght not suffer by their fire* The English prisonere 
were unfortunately conlined in another ship fariiier up 
the harbour* The nav^I and land commanders wer^ 
according to their own account, encouraged by this 
gallant eirterpriae to attempt Fort Louis and the town by 
assault. Ladders of bam boa and cordage were con^ 
fftructed for the Escalade, and the Asia of 64gun^ and 
JSebra of 1 6, were ordered t^ hold themselves in readn 
iiess ko enter the Careenage, in.order to batter the walk 
luid cover the approacii of Sal-bottomed boats coUe^ua 

4 
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in the bay round Point Carrtere in which men were to 
be embarked for the' assault, under the direction of 
Commodore Thompson, Tiie grenadiers and light in- 
fantry were to advance with field-pieces from the cain(^ 
of Sourier, along the side of the hill under Fort Bour- 

. boDj and take a position commanding the brtdgc> which 
connected the town with the road Jeading up to Fori 
KoyaL An incessant cannonade was kept up against 
the two forts daring the whole day and night of the 

']9th^ and the morning of the 20th till about ten oVIock; 
when the Asia and Zebra got under way* The former* 
either from the unskilfuhiess or treachery of the pilots 
baulked the expectations of the besiegers : when ^st 
at' the entrance of the Careenage she hove aboati then 
again stood for (he mouth of the harbour^ and a second 
time retired. Captain Faolknerof the Zebra, who hjid 
in the mean time been exposed to an incessant shower 
of grape^ despatrhig of assistance from his c<>nsort» de- 
termined to make the attempt alone. Running his 
sloop close to the wait of the fort, be drove the enemy 
from their works by the closeness and rapidity of his 
fire^ then landed, scaled the ramparts at the head of his ^ 
ship's company before the flat-bottomed boats coald land^ 
and hoisted the British colours, which were immQdialely 

issluted by three cheers by the fleet* The detachment ^ 
of seamen in the flai-bottomed boats approached the 
breach in fronts and took possemon of the town of Fort 
Koyai, assisted by a battalion of grenadiers and light 
iuiantry from Prince Edward's camp at La Coste/ 

The loss of Fort Louis soon rodoced Rochambeau i<f 
surrender Fort Bourbon ; an^ the whole of the island, 
by the redaction of these places, fell info the possession 
of Great Britain. The loss sustained by the navy skt 
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Martinique was fifteen killed and thirty-two wdandeiL 

The squadron now sailed from hence to attempt the re-- 
duction of St. Lnciej. wbicM surrendered after Uie $em« 

jblance of a defence. * 

' .Guadaloupe was the ne^t object gf the armament; 
The admiral having returned to 'Martinique, and made 
9X1 necessary preparations^ sailed from thence on the 
Btkof April with the general and bis forces, embarked 
in transports and ships of war to attack this valuable 
Ulaiid* The following day Captain Jkogers was di^ 
jjatched with the. Quebec, Ceres, and Blanche, to take 
possession of the Isles des Saints> a. cluster of smaU 
islands, lying between Dominica and Guadaloupe. 
This he effected without any Joss on the lOtht on whicb 
4ay and the next the greatest part of the fleet arrived 
off Point-a-Petre in Guadaloupe. 
. On the 1 1 Iht at one o'clock in the rooming, though 
the whole force was not assembledj owing to most of the 
transports having been set to leeward by a current, a 
landing was effected in the bay of Point-a-Pelre, uiidcr 
the fire of J^ort Fleur d'£pee^ and a tluee-gun battery 
at Grozter* The force put on fihore consisted of re- ^ 
gulars, maiinc$« and seamen, under the command of 
Colonel Symes«. Their disembarkation was covered by 
the Wiuchelsea, commanded by Lord Gai lies,, who laid 
his ship within half musquet shot of Grosster; and soon ' 
silenced its guns by the closeness of his fire. Three 
divisions, more troops having arrivedj were appointed 
for the attack of Fort Fleur d'Epee. The first com- 
manded, by Prince £dward# consisting of two battalions, 
of grenadiers and one bi^^dred of a naval libttalion^ 
was destined to attack Morne Mascot, a height within 
n^usqUe^^sbot this foit^ which it commands. The 

n 

Digitized by GoOgle 



^n, %wtntn or vAVAt ACTroim SOT 

second; under the orders of General Dundas, and com« 
|)o$ed of two baUalion^ of light ini^ntry, and one haa* 
dred seamen, was lo aionrt Fori Fleur d'Epee in the rear, 
9nd. cut off ils commoiiicaUon wUh Fort Louis aiul 
Point-a-Petre, The third, commanded hy Col. Symes, 
and formed of a bgUalion of grenadiers, another of light 
iiiiantrv^ and (he reaiainder of the naval battalions was 
ordered to proceed bv the road on the sea side, and cOn 
Operate with General Duadas. The ttmeof the di^rent 
coittons commencing their march was regulated by the 
distaoce each had to t/averse : a measure, which en* 
sured an exact coincidence in their attacks. A gur>, 
the appointed signal, being gred from the Boyne, the 
troops rushed to the assault. The out-posts were jipee* 
dily driven in, and the sides of. the hill on whidi the fori 
is situated, covered by the assailants, who pushed for? 
ward with swords, half pikes, and utjloaded fpusquets, 
and scrambled up the acclivity undes* aa incessant showef 
of gi^ape and musquelry. Some of the sailors immedt* 
ately jumped in at the eiub^ai^ures, and dri>ve the enemyi 
before them; while the soldiers who had rim to the. 
gates, after some time succeeded in forcing them, andt 
^11 CO the garrison. They however defended thcm« 
selves for some time wl^h great gallantry* At length 
victory decided in favour of the £ngiish, who, heated 
' by the contest, put the greatest part of the enemy ta 
the sword : the remainder sought safety in. fiight, rushinf^ 
out at the gates*, springing through the embrasures, oe 
Reaping over the walls, in the hopes of gaining Point* 
s«Petre. From this place tbey were also driven by our 
dioops, who pursued them to the harbour* Here thejr ^ 
^mbttrked and gained Bess^ Terre, 1>eibr^ a foree de^ 
Iwbed the fleet could. intercept ik^fn% Wiib iiii^ 
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ibrt fell Hog Island and Fort Louis^ an old work com 
nanding the eDtnince into the harbbnn The toss which 
the English sustained on this desperate service was two 
midshipmen and eleven seamen wounded ; in (he army 
fifteen were killed, and forty-five wounded. Amongst 
ii}Qse whosufiered> the fate of a seaman of the fioyne • 
is perhaps the most interesting. This man had petition* 
ed for the honour of hoisting the Brilish colours^ ii] the 
event of the fort being carried. As bis former services 

, justified his pretensions^ he was entrusted with the union 
jack, whiqh was wrapped round him iin several foidf^ 
that he might be the better able to defend it. He got 
into the ibrl with the rest, and regardless of every dan-^ 

^r, immcfdiately rushed towards the-enstgn staff", struck 
the French colours, and was endeavouring to disengage 
himself from his wrapper in order to hoist the British in 
their stead, when some English soldiers coming suddenly 

. round a corner of the buiiding mistook him forgone of 
the enemy, and attacked and severely woiinded hira, be- 
fore they discovered their mistake. The poor fellow 
however recovered, and lived, 4o give fresh proofs ol 
zeal and intrepidity. 

' On the 14th the Quebec and the other frigates witb 

the transports crossed over to the other side of the bay, 
and in the afternoon the grenadiers and- light infantry 
commanded by Prince Edward, and a party of sailors 
under Captani Rogers, were landed in Basse Terre, 
at a village called Petit Bourg. On the same day Lieu^ 
tenant Colonel Coote advanced from Petit Bourg to SU 
Mary's, where he 'Was joined hy a battalion of grevt^ 
diers, and where Sir Charles Grey arrived on the l^tbk 
The troops advancing principally along the shofer^- 
reacbed Trou Chien on the 1 6ih, which had been abaiK 

r 
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doned by the enemy. Before dark they baited on a higb 

ground above Trois RiviereR, from whence two re- 
doubts, aud the strong post -of Falmiste could be seen $ 
but which the fiUiguing march of the English disabled 
them from attacking on tbat night, as bad been previ- 
oojtly intended. 

Major-general Dundas,. having sailed from Point-a* 
Petreon Ibe t^th» with one-battalion of grenadiers and 
two oi light infantry, arrived on the night of lbe,i7ti) at 
Vieux Habitant, soAe miles north-^west o( the town of 
Basse Terre, where he landed without suffering any loss# 
Having'taken possession of Morne Magdaline, and de» 
stroyed two batteries, he detached Lieutenant-colonel 
Bli^ndell with the second battalion of light iiilantryt 
who force4 several strong posts of the enemy daring th^ 
flight. 

Ai the same toM Sir Charles Grey made disposiliona 

for the attack of the redoubts of Arbaud and the battery 
of Aoei at Grand Ance; but at eight o^cloc;k in the 
evening the enemy evacuated the former, selling fire to ' 
every thing near it* Coloii^ Coote advanced against 
the battery of Anet at the head of the first light infantry.^ 
and was in possession of it by day^break on the 1 8th^ ' 
having, without any loss to his own par(y» killed* Of 
taken every man who defended it. Sir Charles Grey 
now moving forward from Trois Rivieres and Grand 
Ance, carried the strong post of Falmiste with the 
bayonet on the morning of the 20th. The command 
of Fort St. Charles and the town of Basse Terre (great 
part of which had been burnt by its inhabitants on th^ 
approach of the English) had been gained by the posses** 
sion of Palmi.ste, and a communication had also been 

secured with Geaeml I>undas's divisiosu wliich ba4 
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^tsmde its approach by MQme Howell : under ihe&6 cir* 
cumstances General Collot, the commandant of the 
eneoiy^s troopii, considering further resistance inipracU* 
cable; surrendered Guadalonpe and its dependel^cies, on 
condilioQ of being transported with his garrison to 
France, who previously engaged their i^ord not to 
serve against England, or her allies during the war. This 
h>t condition Was itivariabty included in ail the capitula^ 
lions granted in the West Indies. The number of men 
capable. of bearing arms in Ouadaloupe was 5877, and 
the arms furnished for tbeir defeifce 4044^. The very 
night after their surrender a plan formed by the garrison 
fer rising and murdering the English was defeated bj 
the vigilance of General Duhdas. 

Just after these islands oapitulated, a re*inforceinent 
arrived from Europe, which the government directed 
either to be retained for the defence of the newly ac* 
quired possessions, or disposed efs ttie commander in 
chief should think fit. Sir Charles Grey conceiving it 
would be best deployed in St. Domingo, dtspaiched the 
troops to that island, under the command of General 
Whyte. As the navy bore no share in these operations 
we shall consequently overlook the proceedings of the 
English in that quarter. 

The attack of Port-au Prince was now undertaken by 
the. navy and army in conjunction* The land forces 
consisted of the HQd, 23d, and 41st regiments, with 
the exception of their flank companies, under the com* 
mand of General Whyte. The «hips destined to co* 
operate with llie troops were commanded by Commo* 
dore Ford. One seventy-four, two sixty^fours, one 
^fty *hip, three frigates, and three sloops composed 
ibe squadron. 
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Commodore Ford disembarkilig General Wh) te and 
tlie troops destined for the ftliack on the land side of 
Fort Bissolon, .ordered the Belliqueux and Sceptre (o 
battpr the Horks from the^ea^ wlale the Fenelope at 
the same time anchored close lo the shore# in order to 
flank a ravine to the eastward at the back of the fort, 
and to second the operations of a detachment of * the 
armj' : these were to land to the westward Just out of 
gun*shot of the place, and to act as the exigencies of 
the service might require. From this arrangement the 
ibrt was attacked on both flank& and centre at the same 
time. 

Captains Brine and Dacres, who commanded the 
Beiltqueux and Sceptre^ stood for the &rt on the 3ist of 
May^ and stationing their ships with great precision^ 
commenced a brisk and well directed fire- against the 
fort, while the Penelope made a similar attack on the 
ravine* The luuropa and the Irresistible also got under 
sail in order to (brow in their fire whenever opportunity 
ofiered, and to keep off a bod}' of the enemy, who 
seemed disposed to impede the disembarkation of the 
troops. At five o'clock a detachment was entirely 
landed under the conduct of Captain Affleck of the Fly 
sloop. Though the fort returned the fire of the ship!?, 
after they were once stationed without vigour^ and 
sometimes appeared entirely silenced^ yet the French 
colours slili continued to fly, and a few shot at long 
intervals fir^d, till a tremendous deluge of rain and 
a crash of thunder put an entire stop to the faint cannon ' 
nade; availing themselves of this circumstance, sixty 
men, commanded by Captain Daniel of the iist xegU 
mentj stQrmed and carried the works* , 
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An attack was medUated against the remainlug posts^ 
fcot the eonfuston md pfecipitatiiHi of the enemy ren- 
dered it uimecesi^ar^ ; they evacuated tUe town ou tlic 
nij^t of the third wHhOQi bitming the )ihipt in ilie har^ 
hour, which they had previously laken every necessary 
. measure lo destroy. 

.The rapid successes of the British anus STOtt niel m 
unexpected check ; a squadron arrived at Grande Terre* 
from France, consisting of two frigates, twoforty-^ra 
srmed en flute, and two lranspofis» the whole contaiiv 
ing about 1500 troops. These were conmiftoded by » 
miliic^ry officer, who was entirely under the controul of 
'Victor Hugues, a comoiissary from the national cor^ 
vention. The death of the officer, which happened 
soon after tlie diseinbarkatioi\^ left Victor Hugaes the 
undivided command of the forces.^ He proved fiiresdf 
entirely equal to the task* Active and daring, he was 
aeldom deterred by difBctrlties, or checked by the con»k 
iterations which often suspend the projects of those 
gifted with the strongest spirit of enler)irise, and Ih^' 
greatest share of persevering courage. The most un- 
.^fertunate combtnation of eircttmstances favoored his 
descent in Guadaloupe. The re-inforcement, which 
arrived from Europe had been detached to St. Domingo^ 
and the French found the English forces, though strong^ 
«r here than in tjie other islands, dreadfully wasted by 
4he yellow fever. General Dundas, the governor of 
the island, died at this critical period of that disorder. 
A strong disaffection to the English interest, from what* 
' ^ver cause it proceeded, prevailed throughout the island^ 
^en amongst many of those who had at first been most 
e^er lo seek their protectien. Many of the roj allots 
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•^tbandoMed them, and the blacks and raulattoes rallied 
in crowds round the standard of the invadera« JForC 
Flear d*&pee was soon carried by the repuUican^ An. 
ineffectual saily was made by some ro^alists^ who fled at 
the commeocement of ihe actioiii nolwitbsianding the 
attempts of Captain M'Dowaii of.tlie 43d regiment to 
rally tbetD^ and a vigorous resistance made in their 
SDpport by a J^mall British force commandeH by Lieuten- 
ant'colonei Drummond of the same corps* Twice at 
the head oT.bis Ihtle garrison, composed partly of En* 
glisU aiei:chants and seamen, he repulsed theaasailants^ 
till at length)^ oppressed by numbers, and deserted by 
the royalists, he withdrew into Fort Louis in Poinl-a- 
Felre : but finding his force too small to occupy^ this 
post, he embarked with his brave companions, now re- 
duced to forty men, and set sail lor Basse Tcrxe. 
^ >- Sir Charles Grey and Sir John Jervis, who were *at 
St. Christopher^ on receiving, this melancholy intelli- 
gence, came to the succour of the English. They 
found them completely driven from the whole of Grande 
Terre, and the enemy's fleet anchored in the bay qf 
Point-a-Petre. 

The French now crossed the river Salee to Basse Terre. 
Md took post at Berville plantation, a commanding spot 
ofground^ strengthened by great natural advantages. But 
Ibeif first success vi'as short : they were attacked by btf- 
gadier-general Dundas, with the first light infantry led by 
brevet-fnajor Ross, the 'd9ih regiment under major Ma- 

gan, and a detachmeiU ofartillery willi two Held- pieces, 

,wene campletely rout^ed and driven into tbei^ater, where 
many of them weredrowtied, and more perished by ibe 
fire of their pursuer^* A few swam across the iiarbouf 
toPoint-a-Petiei ' , 
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The cotntnander in chief having now collected a | 
force irotn the adjoining ishnds^ delerniined to aKempt 
the recovery of Grande Terre; and on ihe 19lh of i 
June effected a landing about six miles to the windward | 

^ of Grozier, under cover of the shipping* He advanced ' 
and got possession of that battery wluch was abandoned i 
|iy the enemy, who took shelter in Fleor d'Epee, bav^ I 

' ing -burnt all the bouses and sugar- works^ which lay in | 
their road. ' > 

' During these fransactJons at Gaudaloupe, the5rpirJt of i 
insurrection and pillage had begun to appear in the other 
istafids ; -an? Lieutenant Macnamara of the marines, i 
liaving been sent to secure Deseada against any al« 
tempts of the enemy, on hit arrii^al, was attacked by a 
.jl^arty of the inhabitants^ who had formerly surrendered \ 
Ihe place to the English, and a' rabble of plunderers. \ 
He drove these to the mountains, and hung some pri- j 
soners as an example, * ' | 

In the mean time the English force, which had ft* ! 
commenced offensive operations in Grande Terre, werb 
employed in erecting batteries at Grosier against the 
fort of Fleur d'Epee, On the afternoon of the 22d, 
180 seamen wete landed firom the Boyne under the ^ 
Salines to windward of Grozier, end took post on the j 
heights near it, commanded by Lieutenants Woolieyi 
Thompson, and Maitland«' Other parties of seamaii 
ivere also disembarked at Grozier. On i\m day Capt. 
Stewart 'and Lieutenant Woolley inarched firom the 
camp with a party of seamen and soldiers, ami ascend- ! 
ihg undiscovered the eminence, on which it is situated^ < 
attacked and carried St. Ann's fort, a strong post about 
twelve miles to windward. They were obliged to eva» 
.jcnate it again on accouift of the smallness of their (bi«e, 
On the enemy's attempting to cut qS their retreat > bat 
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tliey cliismounted the guns and deslroyed Ihe ammuni« 
t4on. While ihejf were aiiacking the iart» a parly of 
emigrants, vtho had accoaipanied tbenif marched info 
the town of Point-a-Petre, where they committed the 
most brutal excesses, till they were cheeked by the In* 
lerlerence of Ihe British officers. Only one of our 
troops was wounded in this assauli: the enemy had 
400 killed. 

. On the 2ith the batteries were opened against the 
fcrt of Fieur d'Epee ; and the besiegers some days a^ 

lerwards received a reinibrcement, unperceived by tho 
enemy, from BerviUe, where an English camp was now 
Ibrmed. They were very successful in their first ope- 
uatbns« and in one action defeated a very large body of 
the enemy with great loss. This force, consisting o£ ^ 
about 1000 men, marched out of Fleur d^Cpee^ app»» 
fently with the design of attacking a detachment of 
light infantry under Colonel Gomm, stationed on the 
light of the grenadiers, who occupied Mofne Mascqt» 
which the English bad a second time carried. Theic 
real attack was however directed against this heigbl» 
Ihe defence of which they hoped would be weakened 
l)y part of the greoadier^ marciiing to the assistance of 
the light infantry. This feint* was too ill* managed to 
succeed: they were soon discovered ascending the sides • 
Qf Mascot, marching with colours flying, and singing 
republican songs: they were covered in their advance 
by showers. of grape from the fort, which obliged Ge« 
neral Fisher, who commanded the grenadiers to order 
his men to lie flat on the ground till the enemy should 
coma to close quarters. When the assailants wqre 
.fivttiiin a few yards of them, they sprung forward, and 
afier^an obstinate engage^ient drove the enemy down 

2B2 
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the hill wiHi great rfaughtcr. A j^cmd attempt on this 
post on the succeeding clay met with no better succesSi 
The lost sttstftrned by the republicans, the sufferings 
of our troops from fatigue and diseaj^, the pressure of 
the rainy season^ which had already commenced, and 
the approach of Ihe huirlcane monlhs now induced Sir 
Charles Orey to make one determined effort to finbh 
the campaign by the storm of fort Fleur d'Epee* H« 
saw his forte thinned every day by incessant fatigue* 
and the diffiision of jeliow fever, while th^ enemy was 
intimidated and weakened only for a time# and likely to 
fitl wp bil ranks by the neeession of the toionisti. In 
consequence of this resolution General Symes was or» 
dered to advance from Moriie Mascot^ and nllack 
Ifome Govirernmmt and the other coanmdnding hei^htt 
round the town of Pomt-a-Petre during the night; 
While the conMtotfiider in thief, m reeetviifg the signal 
ef his success, was lo advance from Morne Mascot and 
etcaind^ the fortress of ,Fieur d'Epee. A most unfof* 
lunate errofj or the timidity or treachery of the guides 
frustrated this enterprize, and nearly completed the de* 
ittrtfeifotf of the small English force whieh remained ; 
General Symes's party haying advanced a considerable 
distance on their rharcb, a detachment of seameii in ib^ 

fear of ihe column wer^ ordered to advance ; running 
£roftl ihe rear with their accustomed eagerness ior near 
a mile, they pa^ed the various advanced parties of the 
detachment, and had just attempted to form in front of 
Ihe grenadiers, who were to support them, when the 
bagle sounded ihe signal to advance. Scarce thirty 
were-'assembied ender Lieutenant Woolieyi and Cap* 
tain Robinson, who commanded the whole, remained 
to forlm.and bring iip the rwtaTrider : almost immedi* 
ately after this they fojind themselves in front of postSj 
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which the guides had assared them they could pass un* 
dUcomed^ They were sooa exposed Co a. powerful 
and incessant cannonade from Morne Oottvernment, 
aod other batteries and guns in the road^ many of which 
were planted in liera behind ^eacb otlier : from these 
the enemy were driven by the pikes and bayonets of 
the English* who had scarcely carried one tier of gmsp 
when they w ere exposed to the fire of another. The 
whole soqn became a scene of horror and confusion^ 
which baffles aN de^ription; they now, instead of scal- 
ing the heights, rushed into the town: here they were 
exposed tplpcessant voUies of grape in every direction i 
tiiirty-ninc ipeu were killed by one discharge from a iri- 
gale in Ihe harbour, whose guns enfiladed a street in 
which they were drawn up, while musquetry played 
on ibe detachment from every window. Still dashing 
fbrward^^ Ihey entered the houses from which the in- 
habitants bad fired, and bayoneted or piked their oppo* 
nents: many of these flying from their fury, threw 
themHelve» into the street, and were sliot by others of 
the party I>elow as tl»ey leaped from the windows. At 
lerigth this urifui tuiiale detacliment being greatly re- 
duced in numli^r, weakened by fatigue^ and deceived 
by the darkness of the night into mutual slaughter. 
General Fisher, the second in command, ignorarU of 
the plans of General Symes who was desperately 
wounded, and deprived of the greatest part of his offi- 
cers» sounded a retreat* The miserable remains of the. 
English were harassed as they retired by the enemy, 
who were hov\ever kept at bay by Lit-utenant Woolley 
and a party of seamen from the Boyne, and a detach- 
ment of grenadiers, commanded by Captain Stewart. 

The first oi these offict^rs f^^ii, wounded by a mtt$quet« ' 
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ball, but was carried off by his seamen. The greatest 
pari of the officers engaged in ihis^ unfortunate enter* 
prise suflfi^ed hy a variety of fates ; General Symes 
was hiorlally wounded. Captain Robertson of the naval 
faattalion was blown to pieces by an explosion of gun* 
powder : Captain Burnett, whose arm had before been 
broken by a rDQsqoet*shotj sufiered greatly by the same 
accident, and was sO disfigured by the powder that he 
xffarly peri.'^hed by the bayonets of his own grenadiers^ 
vfho mistook bim forone of the enemy blacks, and 
wounded him severely ; discovering their error, they 
expressed the greatest horror at iheir iinfortanate mis* 
take, and brought him off in their arms. Lieutenant 
Conway of the 60tb regiment w as also dreadfully burnt^ 
but continued to lead on his men, and animate them by 
hi^ glorious example, till he fell by a shot through his 
body. Ten officers felt, and thirteen were wounded ; 
many 6f these mortally. 

Sir Charles Grey, who had waited for this party*^ 
' - gaining the heiglUs round Point-a-Petre, in order him- 
aeir to storm Fteur d'Epee, .was now convinced of the 
impracticability of the measure/ by the sight of the me- 
lancholy remnant of those, to w hom he had trusted to 
Aicilita^te his attempt. Further offensive operations be* 
came impossible, m^d lie returned to Martinique, wliere, 
as well ,as in. the other -tsiands^* a banditti had. begun 
their depredations, encoaraged hy iha fiiducliun of the 
^ £nglish force. 

The English in Guadalbnpe were now again obliged 
jlo retreat to Basse Terre, The head-quarters were at 
camp Berville ; the commander in chief sent an officer 
to England to demand a reinforcement; and the stron^j^ 
est precautions/ w^re, in the mean tiitoe, taken to pre» 
,^tni the enemy passing the river Salee > nutwithsland* 
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i^g which, during a dark night, the enemy eluded Che 

British shipping, and eflected Ivvo difTcrent landings at 
) Basse Terre : all the scattered force of the English near 
the camp al Berville was on this concentrated there} 
bat a number of sick and wounded that could not be 
removed from the hospitals at Petit Boarg, nnforto* 
natelj fell into the bands of an enen^y^ ink whose ej'es 
misery found no compassion, whose barbarity ho sttffer<« 
ings could disarm* The passage from the hospitals to 
the wharf was strewed .with the bodies of those whose 
strength bad not been entirely exhausted by disea.^e, 
and who were attempting to crawl to the shore, and. 
seek an asyiom in the boats of their countrymen* Somb 
succeeded in reaching them, and Captain Buyer of the 
Assurance, who afterwards died of the yeHow fevef, . 
had the satisfaction of rescuing some of these unforta- 
nate men from their persecutors^ but the greatest part 
were frustrated in their attempt. ' 

The enemy advanced to P<iint Bacchus, and made 
prisoners Colonel Drummond, and a party of French 
royalists and Enghsh convalescents, who had retired 
from Petit fiourg to this place. They then formed a 
junction with another detachment, which had landed 
at Bay Mahault. The commanding IxNghts were soon 
possessed, aftd Camp Berville was entirdy surrounded 
on the land side. -On the 29th of September the enemy 
attacked the advanced works in great numbers: a heavy 
fire was immediately opened upon them, and a severe 
contest ensued, which was coniinued with equal spirit 
on both sides f6r three hours, when the besiegers having 
been already twice charged by the British, were on the 
third^ attack repulsed with the loss of 7CX) men in killed 
and wounded. Thc > al o dispatched a ^rcat many gun 

(com Poiot^a-Felie/ some of which anchored oil 



Digitized by GoOgle 



SSO ' BaiTlSV TftID£KT}. 

the sliore ai Bemlle^ and others uoder JPoinf BacctiuS/ 
ia Older to deprive ihe garrison of the meaas of sub* 
ststence^ by eutliog off their comrouiiicalioD wilh th« 
^lippmgt which (hey forced by this manoeuvre out of 
the barboor of Petit Buurg« Oo the SOih they again 
\uadc a general attack with no LeUer success than the 
iimsaa. This day (lie adtniraU on receiving the intelit* 
gence of the enemy having driven the shipping from the 
harbour^ sailed from Mariiiuque, though Uie hurricane 
months were not entirely passed, and anchored on^ the 
same day off Fori Grozicr, where he was fired at by a 
two gun battery, which discharged red hot shot for acon« 
siderable time, but without much efft:ct. His first efforts 
were immediately directed (o opening a communicatbn 
with the besieged camp ; but in this attempt he was 
baffled by the vigilance^ of the enemy who occupied 
every avenue. 

On the 44h of October Victor Hugues recommenced 
the assault with ii)crea$ed numbers, but still without 
succes^^ having lost in tbi:se three attempts 2000 men* 
These repealed attacks, though unsuccessfuU thinned 
ihe numbers of the besieged to such a degree] and so 
harassed the survivors, tiiat a capitulation became 
inevitable, and -General Graham, who had been se- 
verely wounded, was induced by the representations of 
the ofikers, much against hisr own inclination, to res* 
cue his little garrison ffum the certain destruction, 
which hung over them, by treatmg for a surrender. 
The garrison were (o march out with the honours of 
w.ar, and to i^e sent in French ships tQ England within 
Iwenly-one days after the surrender, under the condition 
of not serving against the Frenc h during liie remainder 
of the .war. , But the general did not succeed in tosur* 
ing the safety of the uiifuitunale royalists^ whose dwter- 
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mined gallantry had meriied a different fate, from that 
which awaited them. Conscious of the intentions of 
Iheir countrymen, they dcn}andcd leave to attempt to 
cut tlieir waj through the republicans > baping» thai in 
this desperate saHy some few might escape^ and the re< 
mainder die honourably with arms in their bands* The 
refusal of such a request caif only Jbe attributed to the 
general's not conceiving the enemy would be savage 
enough to perpetrate what these^poor devoted wretches 
apprehended, or to his being persuaded tliat all must 
perish in this desperate attempt : when, on the otb«« 
band^ a few might* escape the vengeance of their, enem 
imes; as he had obtained permission to send a covered 
hofA to. the Boytte, in which tweiHy'-five of the oflkett 
Were conveyed* But the remainder^ SOO in number, 
Wba had defended their posts to the last wUb persevere*' 
ing resolution, were reserved to perish by the gtiIIotia# 
or the niusquet. 

Afitr the sarrend^r of Berviile, Victor Hugueo 
moved towards the town of Basse Terre^ our last po9» 
and /destroyed the plantaticNis and seata ol 
the- royalists, 

-The admiral who iiad been a belplessi,^ spectator of 
the loss of Berville camp^ now bent Ms whole alten*^ 
tion to succour General Prescott^ who t^ommanded at 
^asse^ Terr<i, aipd on the 9th of October anchored 
within iialf a cable's length of the town. The two 
commanders agreed that the whole force which could . 
be collected, should be withdrawn into Fort Matilda, 
forn>erIy known by the name oi Fort Cimrles^ a wretch* 
ed forltfieation, the outworks of which being in ruins» 
i instead of benefitting the garri.son were a protection to 
the assailants ; and eflectually covered their mosqaetry, 
which so entirely commanded the works on three sides 
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that not a man could stir wilbout being exposed to theur 
At IbU time.4ke French ro) alias bad^mostw 
tirely abandoned the English : the miliifa, who had de» 
mended arms, refused to gacri^on the fort, and soon d^ 
serted to the enemy* and ^ party in the town leady to 
burst into insurrection, was alone overawed by the firm* 
' ness and vigifance oC General Prescott, who,* while he 
took every precaution for defeating Iheir plans, wore 
Ibe appearance of unsu«<pecting confidence, and con* 
turned to ride unattended through the streets with his 
ttsuai tranquillity. The fort itself was in a miserable 
condition, having received no repairs since the peace of 
1783, and derived no additional strength from the exer-' 
tions of the comraandantj a French royalist, placed nkjk 
by the English, wbo« either from wanf^pf power or itt> 
dolence, had not procured negroes to repair the dilapi% 
dbted works. 

General FrescoU had ordered all the batteries along, 
' llie coast, as well as those on the passes of. Palmiste,, to 
he destroyed, the guns spiked, and the magasines 
blown up; but the quick approach of the republicans, 
and 4he insufficiency of the force employed, reodered 
tliis precaution vain, and the enemy repaired the da« 
4nage with success. 

For some days after, the whole of his force having 
been withdrawn into the fort, > General Prescot sent 
parties into the town, as the Boyne still kept the enemy 
in check ; but sofpe guns which the besiegers placed on 
an eminence, socm drove (he admiral from his station $ 
though he still continued to hover about the coast, oc- 
casionally throwing r^nforcements and provisions 
into the fort, and maintaining a constant communication 
lArUh the garrison. 

On the SOth a battery on a post called Houelmeitf . 
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opened on Ibe Terpsichore, but without eflfect ; and 
some shells thrown by the garrison silenced (he fire, 
though the enemy soon resumed their courage and re* 
lomed to their guns* The next day they repeated their 
attacks on the frigate and compelled her to shelter her- 
self from (heir shot by gettmg close in with the tand* 
During the Boyne's -slay upon the coast, she was fre- 
quently engaged with the l>atteries, and exposed to the 
mortars, which the French be^an lo play upon her with 
a great deal of judgment*. On the 23d, she engaged 
the batt^y, which had at first driven h^r from her sta« 
ttbn ; she afterwards attacked a battery of which the 
enemy bad just posaesied themselves, at the north-west 
end of the town, and drove thcra out: but the necessity 
of her occasionally hauling off the shore, at length ena* 
bled the French to complete their purpose. But they * 
never to the last could succeed in preventing her from 
approaching the land, and maintaining an intercourse 
with the fort. On the last occasion Captain Bowen of 
the Terpsichore eminently distinguished himself, hav- 
ing anchored the ship close to the iort in a baj under 
Houeiment. 

On the 25(b, Captain Rogers in the Quebec, Captain 
Riou in the Beaulieu* and Captain Vaughan in (he Ze- 
bra, returned from a cruiape, on which they had been 
detached by the admiral, and joined the fleet. 

In the mean time the French commander daily !n« 
creased his forces, by pressing the negroes on the dif- 
ferent estates into his army, punishing every instance of 
defection from his standard, or reluctance to inlist, with 
instant execution. The English however^ maintained 
their ground welU and took every measure their con- 
fined means would allow, to maintain their last slake. 
On the night of the 2(>lh. Lieutenant James, at the bead 
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of a parCy of seamen, marched out of the fort^ and seti 
fire In the military hcHpitai, a post of soiM consequence 

of wiiich the enemj oiighl have successfully availed 
iliemselveii; 

A few (lays afterwards Uic Boyne sailing as usual to- 
wards the fort, was becalmed by the high land of Hoaet- 
ment, and exposed fo a violent Cifnnonade from the bat* 
tery for several hours: but she ef:caped out of Ihe bay 
without receiving any damage, though she was nt a very 
small distance from the enemy^s works, who^ie elevated 
itloation precluded the possibility of their being annoy* 
"ed in return. The republicans now began to press tht 
siege with increased vigouri-and on the dih of Noveni* 
ber, ten batteries opened at the same instant on the 
British garrison ; while a party of tho-bcsiegers, under 
cover of the niglit, took post with a field-piece on the 
brow of a hill, under w hich the Terpsichore and Expe» 
riment were anchored. These, as soon as the seamen 
were arranged in the morning to wash the decks, pour- 
ed in a shower of rousquetry from above* which com^ 
plelely confounded the crew of the two frig-ates, who 
had not the least idea of such an attack. 1 he Gxperi-> 
ment, whose captain happened to be absent, en<leavoor« 
^ to escape, but being becalmed could not effect ber 
purpose till after a considerable time« Captain Boweh 
in the Terpsichore met this storm wiih his usual cool- 
ness. He immediately ordered up all the-musquets thai: 
could he found, and encouraged his men to return the 
firCf which they did wjth some success, till the field- 
piece was brought to bear on them : Ihts at length com- 
pelled them to weigh anchor, and they were infinitely 
too much below their enemies fo brif)g their great guns 
into use, and attempt any serious retahation. 
^ Daring the whole siege the garrisOto were obliged t» 



OR, REGISTER OF NAVAL ACTIONS* 325 

bring their water from the river Galion for, the be* 
siegers having cut off the aqueduct that supplied a tank 
in (he fort, (heir water became foul. To remedy this 
distress they Were obliged to send a party every morn- 
ing and evening to (he river, protected by an armed de- 
tachment ; while coliorns and grape shot fired into the 
ravines and woods beyond (he Galion, secured the men 
employed on these expeditions from any serious moles- 
tation. 

Nothing of consequence now happened for some 
days except that Victor Hugiies sent an insolent sum* 
mens, which General Prescott treated wilh contempts 
Bat it was ctear that the garrison could not much longer 
resist the encreased force of (he enemy ; nor was a 
small reinforcement, which arrived about this time from 
England> capable* of turning the tide of affairs in this 
island* Sir John Jervis and Sir Charles Grey exhausted 
by the climate and the service, and findmg it impossible 
to struggle any longer for Guadal upe wilh any possi- 
bility of success, embarked for England, resigning thei^ 
commands to $h John'Vaughan and Admiral Caldwell, 
who brought with .him three ships of the line* The 
Knglish officers were now nearly destroyed by the pes* 
tilential fever, the men suffered dreadfully by its ravages, 
the small force in the West India islands, rendered the 
further reinforcement of the garrison impracticable, and 
the fort was nearly in ruins. These melancholy circum* ' 
Stances determined General Prescott to preserve (hose 
of his garrison, whom disease had spared, for the defence 
bf our other possessions ; and the plan for embarking 
the troops being arranged wilh Admiral Thompson;, 
the evacuation was effected on the I Otfa of December 
without loss, though two of (he garrison de erled to 
tiie enemy o& the same morning. These men had not " 
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been able to penetrate^ tbe intenlioDS of the coaiinaiuler; 

and so little conscious were ibe Republicanii of the real 
plans ef the Brtttsh, (hat they kept up an. jncessant ^ 
cannonade and bombardment for three hours after the - 
embarkatioahad been con^pieted. 

On .the 25th of December the Fort at Tiberon was 
'attacked by three French a roied vessels from Auac 
Caye^f assisted by a body of troops and some artiUery, 
which were landed ; and having erected a battery on a 
commanding heights comment*ed a bri^k cannonade on 
the fori, which, after a s^^veje contest, was evacuated , 
by the Briti^i on the 29th; ti^e enein> .burnt from the 
fire of fbeir battery the King George armed ship. 
' Tiie chi^i' occurrence on the coast of Africa was on 
the i28th of September, when a French squadron, con- 
sisting of L'Lxperiment, of 50 guns, two irigaLes, two 
armed brigsj^ and two Guineamen, (which they had cap- 
tured) w ell arm^d, appeared off the seitkmen! o( Sierre 
Leone^ which wa^ obliged to surrender* Tiie French 
landed and proceeded to pillage the town, and then de- 
stroyed all Ll)e public buildu^N, and several vessels 
which were in the river. One of the company's shipt 
of 400 tons was captured. They also pillaged the fac- 
tory on, Bence island, and then proceeded to Cape 
Mi)unt, where they took and destroyed a great number 
of ships and vessek. The British ships employed oo 
the coast of Africa this year, were the*Oiciator, of 64 
guns, Captuin Edmund Dod, and Fairy slocp, gf 16 
guns» Captain Richard Bridge:!. 

With respect to ll-c Kasl Indies nve must observe that 
on the 5th of May^ the Orpheus of ^2 .guns^. Captain 
Ilewcome, in company with the Centurion of guns,^ 
and tlje Rv'<i <tance,of 44- guos,cOjnaiaaded by C^piailUl 
Edward Pakenham, and Samuel Osborne, felj in w- ith, 
off the Mauritius, La Guay Trouin Frencl\ skip of >4i 
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fonsy and 400 men ; which after a sharp contest they 
obliged to «(rike, With the lo«s of tweiityH>iie men kilt 
ed, and sixty wounded. The Orpheus, which was the 
only ship engaged, had one midshipman killed, a mate 
and eight men wounded. The Guay Trouin had been 
the East India company^ ship Princess Royal, whicli* 
when taken by ihe French, wa^ filled out as a ship of war. 
On the 22d of October, the Centurion, Captain Sa- 
muel Osborne, and DIomede, Captain ^athew Smith, 
being on a cruize oif the island of Mauritius, discovered 
and chaced three ships and a brig. At half past three 
in the afternoon they got within half a musquet-shot ; 
when the French commodore hmsted his colours, open« 
cd his fire and a brisk at tion commenced. At four the 
French commudofe made sail; and was followed by the 
rest of bis ships, excepting the largest, which remafneA 
to leeward funder a heavy fire, the calm it occasioned, 
prevented her getting a-head. The whole of thie ene^ 
, nay's fire being chiefly directed at the Centurion ; her 
masts, sails, Md digging were so mueh torn and cut to 
pieces; ibailhi^ w«i«'ent>rely useless, bt which roeaps 
she was unable to keep up with the enemy. At forty- 
five. mmula94uft6r five th^i^ Ibp6^t0pniilei9l<rf the ship to 
leeward was shot away, and she bore up before the 
wind, the shifNi 'a*b^d ft^Howed her, And one of them 
took her in tow ; the Centurion and Diomed'e wore 
after . them ; but Captain Osborn soon found that the 
Centttrmn had.'rcceived so mach daAnage in her masts 
and rigging that it was necessary to give over the p^r- 
sufi^ and put' , the ship's head to the sea to preVMt the 
masts (win falling. overboard. The island of Mauritius 
lbeiogan.sighti..lhe' enemy got into Port Louis* The 
Sybiile, which had Qiainfaiaed the greater part of the 
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arrived in port wa& obliged to be run ashore to avoid 
linking., 

The following is a list of the JBiiiish ships which were 
taken or destroyed thi$ jear : 

La Moselle^ 20 guns ; taken at Toulon afier theeva^ 
cuation, January?. 

Convert, 36 guns; lost on the grand Ca^manes, Fe- 
bruary. Crew savedt 

Spitfire, d guns overset oflf St, DomipgOj Eebruary. 
Crevv saved( ' . 

Ardtaf, 64 guns; lost< off. Corsica* supposed to be 
bio wn up by acqident^ with the crew# 

Castor^ S2 gunsi taken off Cape Clears May 9« Rch 

taken in the same month, 

i^ieit, lagunsi taken by l'Unitiej.of.40giiiit^ off ibe 
fioast of Ireland^ May* 

. L'£.spionj gunsj taken by three French frigates* 
Speedy, 14.g4|ns^ takeiyoff Nicej Jane^ 
La Proselyte; 24 guns; a floating battery^ sank off 

fiastia by the iir« of the frisnch batteries. 
> Rose, 98 guns ; lo^t on Rocky Pointy Jamaica, June 

SB. Crew saved. 

' Ranger^ ] 4 guns ; taken off Brest> June. 
• Hound, 16 guns; taken by La Seine and Galatea^ 
coming from the Wes,| Indies, July 14. 
, Scout, 18 guns; taken by two French frigates off 
Cape Bona, August. 

L'fmpetueux, 78 guns; burnt by accident in Ports- 
mouth harbour, August 29. Crew sayed. 

Alexander, 74 guns ; taken off SoiHy Novenbor 6^ 
by five seventy-foufs and three frigates. 

Placentta; lust at Newleutidland. Cf^w iavedL 
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L'A'ctiT, 16 guns I feimderedQff Bermudaj Novem* 
ber 26* Cmv tated* 

The following .were the French ships taken or destroyed. 

La Tf«ropeuse> ISguns; taken by the- Sphjnx^ R. 
Luca«, off Cape: Clear^ Jan. 12. 

La Vdpbre) ,18 gunai; takeii by Ih^ Fiora, Sir J. B. 
Warren^ in the Channe], January 23. 

La Minetyfe, 40 giias, and Jjsl Forlaiii6a)» 44 gODs | 

sunk at Skn Fiorenzo, by English batteries, Feb. 19, 

L^Alif»>16, and L'JCispeiglfi^ 12guB^rtaken t>y the 
Iphigenia, P« Sindaif, WesI Indies, Marob. I6« 

La £ien Veiiii^ 32 gunsi taken : by, Yice^dmual 
Jervis^s squadron^ at Maj^iiniico; Marcfa/^ < 

Le Vengeur, 16 guns; taken by. ditto at dUto. 

La Libert^, J 4 guna $ takcdi by tb^A^^^Smi T» Sar* 

lidge, hear Jamaica, March 28. • 

La FombneA 44* and Lafiabet, 2&guns} by ihe Flora^ 
Sir J« B. Warren, Mdani))U»» T% Wells, and AreAusa^ 
Sir Edward PeileWi ofi the Islepf Bass, April 23. 

L^Engageante^ $S guns ; taken by the Cancord*^ Sir 
R. J. Stracban, in company with Sir J, B. W^rren^'s 
' squadron, oiF the Isle of Bass> April 23« 

La Guadaloupe, 16 guns; taken by the fleet under 
Vice-admiral Sir John Jervis^ at GiiadakKipe> April 23« 
• L'Atalante, 38 guns ; takea by > the. Svfiftsure, C. 
Boyles, near Cork^ May. 

La Fltehej 14 guns ; taken » by Lord Hood, at Bastia^ 
May 14. , 

Le Courier, 10 guns ; taken and scuttled by Earl 
Howe, May. 

Le Republicain, 20 guns} takeii and- iMimt by Earl 
Howe> May Sft> « 

s 
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LTnconnue, 16 guns; taken do. do. May 25. 

Le Castor, 32 guns ; retoken by^ the Caryslbrt# F* 
Laforey, near the Lizard^ May 29. 

La Moselle, 1^ guns ; taken by UAoiiable, S* H. 
Burrard, off the Hieres, in- the Mediterranean, May. 

Le Juste, 80; Sans Pareil, SOrLAinerique, 78; 
L'AchiUe, 74 ; Le Nortbanibeiland«^74; L'lttipetneoirp 
78 ; taken by the fleet under the command of the Rt. 
Hon. Richard Earl •Howe> Viee*ad«iiralx>f £BglMid, on 
the 15lh of June. 

Le Veng^ttf, 74guns$ taken by Earl HoweV fleet, 
Jane 1, and rank soon afler^ 625 souls lost. 

La Sybillis, 44> guas ; taken by ihe Romneyt Hon. W» 
Paget, at Miceni, Mediterranean, June* 17-. . 

Le Narcisse, 1 4 guns ; taken by . the Aurora, W. 
]^ngton> off Shetland, June 1 & 

La Melpomene, 4 i- ; L^Augujite, 4 ; La Mignonne, 
S2 $ La Providence, 4 ; Le Caira, S^^guos^ takeuin the 
harbour of-Galvi, in-the^tlandjof Corsica, Atigiisl lO* 
Xa Mignonne, since burnt as unserviceable. 

Le Volenlaire^ 40 guns<; run on shore aiear *Peacnark 
rocks, by part of Sir J. B« Warrea's.squadron sfxd de- 
stroyed* 

L'Alerte, 18 guns ; run on shore by the Flora and 
AretbCisa, ten leagues £a#i Brest, A^igust 2S4 
\ La Sirenne, 1-6 gona^ taken by theJntrepicly Hon. C. 
Carpenter, and Chichester, rR. D» £aQCOurt« oo the 
coast of St. Domingo,. August* 

Reprisale, 16 guns; taken by Sir J. Jervis, West 
Indies* 

Quartidi, 14 guns; taken by Sir Edward Peilew's 
squadron, off.SciUy> Sep^* 

Le Jacobin, 24 guns; taken by Ganges, W. Froscott, 
*^nd Montegue, W. Fooks^in the West Indies, Oct* 20. ^ 

N 
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Le Revoluiiooaire^ guns ; taken by the Artois^ £• 
Ni^le^ in company with itie Arelhusa, Diamond, and 
Galalca, about ten leagues, from Brest, Oct. 2U 

La Revanche, id guns ; taken^ by tb$ Re&islance, £• 
PakeiAainr in th^ Sirasghls of Sulida. 

Le Carmagnole, 10 guns ; taken by, the Zebra, In tbe 
>4ij^ Indies^ D 

if^^Xi^ Revolutionaiie, 110 guns ; lost coming out of 

O'^'Le Vengeur, 12; Le Revolulionaire, 20;Le Sans 
.IpttlpUes, 22 guns ; taken bylhc filanche^C. Packer^ ki 
^ttia^^esUndiesjt Dec. 30^ 



* » 

1795. 
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Batch. Vessels captoredj according to Orders.-^The French Fleet 

damaged. — Capture of the Nereiade, L'Espiou and La Fourtc* 
zelle^ — Sir E. Pellew takes Eight of the enemy's Vessels — Cup- 
v;tiire ofLaGioife, LatCentille, Le Jean Barty I/£xpedi- 
:\ tioor— Tbe-Boyne .destroyed <by fire — Admiral CorawalUs^s Bin- 
gagcmcnt with the French Squadronr-^Lurd Bridport's do.^ 
Sir J. B. Warren's Expedition against the Coast of France— 
* 'Captures by Sir R. J, Strac(iao ^d Captain Alms— Court Mar- 
^ ;tial3— Events in the Mediterranean^Engageroent between the 
] i^'^fdo and Lcwesto£R^Naval Actions in N<|rth America, the 
A West ladies^ i^c. ag. , > . 

ON the 19th of January, orders were given to seise 
all Dutch vessels in the British ports. In consequence 
of whicbf two>64^Qn«sbtp», VaaBrakel^ an^Z^^nd^ 
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, a rrigfUei, Thulan ; two slcwps of war, Steernam and 

« Dyl^ nine East India ships, and about »ixty sail of other 
vessels, were captured at PI^'mouLh. On the 9Lh of 

. February, a proclamation was issued^ auUiohsing all 
ships of war, privateers or letlecs of marque, to seise 

« and bring into port all Dutch vessels bound either -to or 
from any of the ports of Hollands and also aU» seniral 

.vessels laden with military stores, bound to any part of 
the united Provinces. Lettecs of marqoe and reprisal 
were not, however, formally issued against the Dutch, 

^ntil the 1 5th of September.^ 

On the 2d of January, Sir Jobn^ Borki«ie Warden sail- 
ed from Falmouth with a squadron of frigates, in order to 
reconnoitre Brest* On the third, he detached Sir Syd* 
ney Smith in the Diamond, to look into the harbour, 
whilst he remained at some distance with the rest of 
the squadron. The wind being to the eastward, the 
Diamond was obliged to beat up. At about two o'clock 
in the afternoon, three- sail Were observed working up, 
which were soon perceived to be French men of war ; 
shortly after, one of them anchored between UshanI 
and Brest. At five, the Diamond was also obliged to 
anchor within two miles of her» to wait for the flood 
tide* At eleven, Sir Sydney Smith weighed again, and 
passed within half a mile of the French ship, wbich.be 

..distinctly discovered to be a ship of the line, under jury 
top-mastSj and much disabled. About two o^clock in 
the morning of the 4tbj the Diamond was well .up with 
the entrance of Brest harbour, where a frigate was ly- 
ing' at anchor. The ebb-tide making doWn before it 
was day-light. Sir Sydney Smith was obliged to keep 
under sail, to prevent getting to leeward, or creating 
•uspioiou^ and.be<2ontinued.to*^t8nd«oroii.tbe faarboar 
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oAeiv Wtthin.itiDsket shotofibe eoemy. Atday-Iight, 

Sir Sydney Smith stood close tn» and having satisfied 
biniseH*, that the French fleel were at sea» he bore away 
to rejoin and inferiii Sir John Warren. A corvette which 
was coming out of Bxe^, hove to, and- made a signal, 
which not being answered by the Diamond, she hauled 
her wind and worked in again. Soon after Sir Sydney 
passed twiihin haii of ihe line of bailie ship, which was 
still at anchor ; she appeared to have no uppcc deck 
guns aiounled^ and very leaky ; be askeU her com* 
mander* in French, if he wanted *Va'ny asjiislance/' To 
which he >ansyi:ed[t^ii, no, titat he had been dismasted 
in a heavy gale, and had parted* with the French fleet 
three days ago," Some other conversation passed, after 
.which Sir Sydnc^ cfowded sail, and stood out to sea. 
He had so completely deceived the Frenchmen, by the 
HMUiner irir which he .disguised his- shipf that they had 
not the smallM suspicion of her being an English inan 
of war* 

On the 14th of February, Admiral £arl Howe sail^ 

fromiTorbay, with liie Channel fleet, and was the next 
dky. jotnejl oif Plymouthj by Rear Admiral Parker^ and 
a squadron of Portuguese ships of war. 

The French fleet baving suffered considerable damage 
tn^ a. heavy gale of wind^ in which one of their ihree* 
deckers, Le Revolutionaire, ioundered, were obliged 
to return into Brest. Earl Howe, after having seen the 
convoy safe out of the Channel, and also receiving cer- 
tain intelligence that theeaemy's fleet werein port, re*~ 
turned to Spithead« 

On the ISth oi February, Sir John Borla^^e Warren 
Mulb tbeaquadron under hi» command, vitv La Pomone^ 
44 guns I Arloh, 38 ditto, Edward Nagle ; Arelhusa^ 
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38 dillo^ Sir Edward Pellew ; Galatea, 32 ditto, R. G. 
KeatOD ; and Duke of York log'ger : bemg on a cruize, 
fell in v\ iih, off ihe isle of Oleron, a French fri^rate and 
20 sail of vessels under her convoy ; ^ which he pursued 
halfway up the Pertius d'Antioche, in sight of tbeirffe 
of /Mx ; the tide of flood then setting strong up, and the 
wind being right in, he was obliged to haul to the wind ; 
notwiihstanding which, he captured one ship, three 
brig8# two luggers, one sloops and a nation^! schooner 
of eight brass guns ; and destroyed ten brigs and one 
lugger. These vessels were chiefly laden with provi- 
sions and cIo«iihing for the iieet and army. The frigate 
under whose escort the above vessels were, was the 
'Nereiade of 36 guns. 

On the 2d of MarcJi, Captain George BurlLon acting 
in the Lively of ^ gunst in the absence of JLord 6ir* 
lies, being on a croiae oif Ushanf, fell in with, and ca|)» 
lured L'Espion of 18 guns, and 140 men, lately one of 
his Majesty^s stoops of war; she was five days from 
Brest on a cruize. L'Espion was again taken into the 
service. And on the ISth, (bis active of&cefi after ati 
action which lasted for near three hours, captured La 
Tourterelle French frigate of ^ guns.and 830 men x 16 
of whom were killed and 25 wounded ; the Lively htfd 
only two wounded^ one of these was Mr. Loftus Otway 
Bl^nd, third lieutenant* The Toarterelie wfcs adibid to 

the navy. 

On the 7 (b/ Sir Edward; Pellew, with the squadron 
' under his command, being off the Penmarks at day-light, 
discovered twenty-five sail of the enemy's vessels close 
among the rocks, under the protection of a small armed 
ship ; eight of these vessels Sir Edward took, and burai 
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seven ; the remaiiider ran aoaong the rocki in such m 
manner aa to render pursuit fruitless. 

On the 101 h of Apiii« Rear Admiral Colpoys being 
on a crnize in the Soundings, discovered and chased 
three French frigales, which immediaicl)^^ on seeing the 
Bfiiish sqtiadrpn, separated. At lOoVlock at night, 
llie Asirca of 32 guns, comnaanded by Lord Henry 
?owiet« ca<ne.up with the largest liigate, and after a 
dose action of 58 roinutesi obliged her to «trike. She 
proved to be La Gloire^ of .'^6 guns, six carronades, and ^ 
manned with {^5 illen. • The number of her killed and 
wounded amounted to about 40, among the latler was 
her commander citizen Beens. The A^trea had eight 
men wounded, three of them dang^erously. Tiie Asirea 
and two other ships separated from the channel squad* 
ron, at the same time in pufsfiit of this and two other 
french frigaJes. On tiie ensuing day, one of these 
called La Centille of the same force as the Oloire $ 
struck to the Hannibal, commanded by Ca|)taiii Mark- 

■ 

bam. La FralernitfS oi 40 guns escaped. These two> 
ffigate<^^ were added to 'the navy. The Cerberus and 
Margarctia, two of Admiral CoIpoy\'i crutzers, also 
captured Le Jean Bart corvette of 20 guns, 120 men^ 
bound to Brest with dispatches from the French minis-*, 
ter in America. On the 1 6th the Rear Admiral return* 
ed to Spiihcad from his cruize. • 

On the I5th, the squadron under Sir John fioriase 
Warren fell in with, and captured, off the Isle of Rhe, a 
ship corvette n^medalso Le Jean Bart; ot '26 guns and 
k^S-mw* The next day being offBelM^^ie, the squa- 
dron came up wiih the rear ot a French convoy ; toot 
L'&xpedition ship corvette of 16 guns and 120 men, 
and two sloops laden with fish ; burnt a brig and sloop 
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io ballast, anddfove on shore ja brig corvette, and two 
others of the convoy. The* rcist with a frigate stood in 
between the rocks of Hedic^and Quiberon fiay^ and es* 
<*Bped. 

On the 28th of April, a court-niai'tlal assembled on 
board the Glory of^S gun.s in Portsmouth harbour^ to 
try Captain Andony James Pye MoHoy, of *his Maje»* 
ty^!^ sinp the Caspar, on a charge exhibited against him 
1^ £arl<Howe, for not having -brooj^t ap'his«bip» mA 
exerted himself (o the utmost of .his power, in the en- ' 
gagemenis which look place on -the 29th of May and 
1st of Jane, 1794. The court continued to «it*finttt 
the 16lh of May, when it met for the last time> and 
liawing heard the evidence on thei>elialf of-'theproseca* 
tion, and that on the part of Captain Molloy; and hav- 
ing duly «veighed-and*consfdered the same, -wereofopi* 
nion— That the said charges have been made good 
tgainst the .said Captain Anthony James Pye Molloy : 
• but having found that on the said 29ih of May, and 1st 
of Jane, as well as many former occasions. Captain 
Molloyfs.courage bad always been' unimpeaebable; the 
court were of opinion, that Coplain MoDoy should be 
dismissed from .his Majesty*s*8aid ship the Caesar, and 
ordered that he be accordingly forthwith dismissed. 

At eleven o'clock in the morning on the l&t of May,^ 
a fire-bfoke out oh boacd the Boyne<of 08 gvns, at Spit- 
kead, commanded l)y Captain George Grey. The 
flames barst through the -poop before the fire was dis- 
covered, and spread so rapidly, tiiat in less than bait 
an. hour, this noble ship was •fn a blaze fore and aft i 
every exertion of the oflScefs and crew to extinguish it 
became abortive ; immedtatety on the iire'i>eing noticed 
byitfaeftaet^ aU tfae^ boats were^sent to ber wsistance, by 
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which fbrtanate circumstance most of the crew wer« 
ta ved I eleven only are sappos^ to baire pejruhed. Th^ 
port Admiral Sir Peter Parker, went oil board the Royal 
WiliiatDi and made the signal Tor all those ships mosi 
in danger to|;et under weigh ; which although the wind 
ind tide were unfavourabk, they executed wilii great 
^promptness and judgment, and dropped dowa;to SU 
Helenas. All her guns being loaded, went off as they ^ 
became heated, the shot i^iiJing among Uie.Bhtppingt audi 
some even reached the shore in Sloke's Bay. Two men 
on board the Queen Charlotte were killed and ooo 
wounded* About half past one o'clock she bamt kotm 
her cables^ and drifted slowly to the ea&tward, tiii sba 
look the grottnd on the Spit, opposite South Sea Casde* 
where she continued lo burn till near six in the evening 
when the iame^ having reached the magaalne* she blew 
lip with a ^reat explosion. Admiral Peyton's flag was on 
board the Boyue al the time of the accident, who willa 
Coptaiti Grey, were attending Captain Molloy's 
irourt-martial. It has never been exactly ascertained 
£rom what cause this dreadful iire originated : Ih^ 
jnosf probable seems -to be, thai a part of the lighted 
paper from the marines' cartridges^ who were exercising 
and firing on the windward side of the ship, flew into 
the admirars cabin, and commuoicaied with the papers^ 
and other inflammable materials. 

On the yth of May, a squadron of frigates under the 
command of Sir Richard John Strachan, lying at anchor 
in GourviJle Bay, in the island of Jersey, at three o'clock 
in the morning discovered 13 tail of the enemy's %'essela 
running along shore ; the squadron immediately weiglh* 
ed and gave chace* The enemy hauled close in under 
a scualt baMery, protected by tb^ armed vetseU. Tl^^ 

I 
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frigates soon silenced the battery, upon which the ehe* 
my abandoned their vesseKs and Ihey were taken pos- 
session of by the boats of the squadron* They consisted 
of eleven slout vessels from 80 to 200 tiins, chiefly la- 
.den with sttip timber and naval stores* escorted by an 
armed brig and lugger. In peilurming this service Ivvo 
nen were kitied and 1 7 wounded* 

dn^ the 7th of June, a small squadron onder Vice Ad- 
miral CornwalUs consisting of his own ship» tlu- Royal 
Sovereign, afirsl rate, the Mars, Triumph* and Beliero« 

* phon, 74 guns cacii, and the Phaeton and Pailas Iri-* 
gates, discovered and gave chace to a French squadron, 
consisting of three ships of ihe h'ne, six liigates, a brig, a 
sloop jind cutter; which stood in, and anchored in Bell* 
isle road, before the admiral could come up with them, a!* 
though the leading ships, particularly the Fiiaeton was 
8b near as to fire several shot at them. Soon after diaee 
was given to two French frigates, and a large Dutch- 
built ship *tn tow. of one of them, which were seen slai»d<- 
in^ round the south end of Bellisle. Tiie headmost ship 
jgot within gun-shot, and several were excban^ed^ 
which obliged (hem to cast oflT the tow ; upon rounding 
the point of the island, the squadron came upon a con- 
voy, eight of which were taken, laden with wine and 
^ naval stores from Bourdeaux. The frigates made their 
escape Jby running among the ahoals. A brig corvelliB 
having anchored close in with the mK\ib end of the 
island, the admiral directed Captain Stop(ord, in tlte 
Pbaetoti frigate, Xo work in rand if he did not see aay 
works to protect her, to endeavour to bring her out. 
Captain Stopford made the attempt in tlie ' inorniiig ; 

^ ^ but. tiie battery wiiich had not been observed, opened 
upon the ship^ and am^c^ed her 9f> mxQb, tb»i Captain 
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Stopford very properly thought it was not an oisject of 

consequence enough to balance the loss the ship was 
likely to suststm | and therefore rejoined squadroa. 
tvitii (he ?os^ of one man killed, seven- wounded, and 
Iwo^uns dismounted. 

On the morning of the 1 6th, the Vice Admiral being 
in with the land near ihe Penmarks, sent the Phaeton 
frigate <a-head to iook'out, and had detached the Belle* 
Tophon to support her* The rest ot the squadron fol* 
lowed them. At ten o'clock Captain Stopford made 
the signal for seeing a fleet, and- that it was of snperioE 
force to the squadron ; but, as he did not lie to, or re* 
join the ships, which he was instructed to do in such , 
a case, the Vice Admiral concluded that the signal r^ 
•iher alluded to the number than the force of the enemy* 
and that (heir exact strength had not been ascertained. 
•He thereupon stood on with a view, oi making a fullec 
discovery, being confirmed inanidea^ which. he enter* 
tained oi the French not having many ships of the line 
At aea,> from having lately seen a great number cf fri« 
.gales, and by the report of the officers from the ma$tr 
bead* 

4 

But the Phaeton soon after bringing-to, convinced 
him, thathe was mistaken, and he now made the signal 
for hauling the wind upon the starboard tack. The 
•French fleet were at thi:i time directly/ to leeward,^ close 
battled* and some of their ships under a great pre$a of 
sail. Their , foree was soon ascertained to consist of 
tlurteenjine of battle ships, fourteen tngat^s, two brig^ 
tnd a cutter. Near half of them tacked in shore In the 
after noun. Soon after wards the wind fell very much, 
and changing its dirjectioo^ brought the sbip^ whtch^had 
jaiuly tacked, to ..windvyard of ihe Enj^lislu The re- 

2o 2 * 
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, itoatfuler of (be French fleet al the same time lay ap ftHr 
^kem, aiidibe ^Awn of ibe next day displayed ibeir 
femm botf) quavfcrs of ibe English sqaadron* The 
Vice Admiral had himself ied during the uight^ ibe bet- 
ler to avail himself of any favourable opporliuiily for 
filtering the conrse of the squadron, willioul tlie neces- 
atty of making a signaU His iirst intention had beea 
to place his two worst sailers^ the Brunswick and Belle- 
-fophoa is the van, and the Marr and Triumph* i)oth 
Ikft %Bten, aitem of his ovvti nhip, ihe Royal Sovereign : 
but finding, that (lie Bronswick could not pals withoot 
stopping all the others, he ordered her lo form ibe rear. 
The Bellerophon, almost equally deficient in sailingi afier* 
wards got by the Admnral, ea hit JM^ing in * order to 6tm 
mpm the enemy. At nhie in the morning one of the 
French line of bottle shtpsrbegan to fireon the Macs ; and 
mhiie the real of the French frigates ranged op abreast of 
the squadron lo windward, one, which had kept to lee- 
«*W9rd, ran ^(hmtty opoo the larboard quarter of the same 
sh»|>, and repeatedly yawed, and fired into her. Thelii>e 
of txittie ship eame up tn sacoession,. and supposted a 
leasing fire at intervals during the whole of the day, duiw 
ing which the Brooswick and Belierophon, whose ill sail** 
ing, tho ealting away of their anchors and kuncbes, the 
getting rid of part oi\ Iheir ballast and other encumbranr 
€es, oouid not materially improve^ were obliged to-keep 
a direct course, and carry all the canvas, they could 
erowd* Then* fire could not therefore be as efiectual 
as that of Ibe other shfpf)« who were beller sailers, and 
might venture to deviate from their course occasionally, 
lo order to bring their guns' lo bear. The Bronswidc 
indeed kept up a smart fire from her after ports, but the 

sttuaiion of ilm Belleiophoe» vAo Was rather a^head etf 
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'Ihe Royal Sovereign, al tewed' her few oppoftowt'©^ of ' 
vetur-niog^ t^e enemy > sbot^ I« lhe>e«enio§ Uie (reooh 
made a shew of a seFtous attack upon the Mars» wbp 
having* fallen a lUUe to leeward, obliged^ the admiral to 
•bear ttf» for. her suppoci ; but thi» was -ibeir. last efibtf^ 
•and though sev^eral shot were exchanged fur-two hours 
aft^, they appeared to be drawing and, beiore suu« 
ie(», ali their -shipt had* lairked aad^ stood away* The 
chief brunt of the action was bor^e by the Mars, com* 
i»aO(ded by Sir Charles Cotton^ and* tba Triitiiipbt of 
which Sir Ec^ksmu^ Gower was Captain. * 

The enemy iiodpQbiexpeofced»to>cai ofilthe Bmins* 
w ick and Bclierophon : but withdrew ort finding the 
Mt the squadiOA resolved to support them* J^oae 
of- Ibe French ships had the resobtioo toeoiae &JrLy 
upon either of the quarters of the Triaipph butjo^t 
4ep^ at snob an angle im Iheoi, thai ber stern, ebaaaii 
frequeiHly could not be brought to bear. Thestern gal* 
^loriesy' aU Ibe balk*beadsy and every parl^ of die- stem 
of ihe ward^room, except the limbers, were cut away ; 
and ftosD ibese two batteries and the- lower deck guns 
nearly five thousand pounds of powder were expended 
'by_thi8 ship alone in single shots, so well directed, that , 
they completely kept tho enemy :al bay. * Tt|e gooltf 
conduct of the Mars, was not less conspicuous, on this 
trying occasion, and was peadered remarkable by the 
ship's^ company b^ng^ ne.w and' scaroely formedc 

The spirit shewn by the diiferent crews during the 
whole of ihis trying situation, and the repealed cheers, 
with which- tbjB sjiips saiuie^i c:ach other, while pressed 
on both rides by such superior numbers were the admira* 
tion oi all present. The Vice Admiral, in his public 

'niispatcbesy speaks of < ihe very, mentoriotta C3»ndttot of 

2c3 
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' of the captuos, offieersi aod men cm this memorable | 

:mid glorious occasion^ in ik^ followiBg expressive lao- 
goage: . 

, Indeed, I shall ever feel the impression which the i 
good conductof the captatos^ officers* seamen, marmes, 
twad soldiers in Ihesquadim has madeon my mifid ; and 
-ii was the greatest pleasure I ei^er received, to see tlie 
'apirit maaifested by the men* who, kuitead of being east 
down at seeing thirty sail of the enemy's ships attacking 
.our *liiiie squadron, were ta the highest spirits imagioa- 
able. I do not mean (he Royal Sovereign alone ; the 
same^pirit was shewn in all (be ships as Ibey came near 
me: and although (circamstanced as we were) we had 
|ao great.i:easoato complain of the conduct of the ene- 
^myr yektO^t men could noi help repeatedly expressing | 
their contempt of them. Could common prudence have 
grilowed.me la lei lopse ibetr valour^ I hmdly know 
^fvbat^ght not have been accoroplUbed by such men/' 

Th^ damage the ships received was very inconsidersr 
;hle es^oepting in their sHern frames, which were moch 
.shaken by the repeated firing of the guns. No men 
were kiUediand only 12 woandedon board the Mars. 

The French admiral had his flag flying in a Irigale, 
imd.k#ptout.of fire; probably that he might the better ' 
(Superintend the manmuvres of his squadron. 
^ The next day Vice Admiral Cornwallis gave out , 
the foiiojving thanks to the ships' companies of the squa* | 
♦dron 

■ ^* R<yal Sovereign, June 18, 1795. 

Vtee Admiral Corwallis returns bis sincere thanks 

to the ca^tainsji officers^ seamen, and maxines# of the 
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ships of Ihe fleet under his orders, for (beir steady and 
gallant conduct in the presence of the French fleet ycs^ 
terday : which firmness, be has no doubl, deterred the 
enemy from mnkitig a more serious attack. It would 
give the Vice admiral pleasure to put the whole of tiicir 
exertions in eflfecl, by meeting a more equal force, when 
the country would receive advantage, as it now does 
Jionour, from the spirit so truly manifested by its brave 

men." .>t f»:i;; : i n(«>Kfft^ 

f To which the following answ^er was relumed from 
. *^each ship of the squadron, „^ ■ . • 

• -^wi,. i- u4l Sea, June, 1195m* 
*« Sir < . '-.w .M ' 1^ ,t. 

" Will\ the utmost pleasure we have read, and com- 
municated to the officers and ships' companies the ho- 
liourable opinion you were pleased to express of the cxj- 
ertions and conduct of the squadron whilst in presence 
of the enemy ; antl il is with infinite satisfaction that we 

.^ofTer you, by desire of the whole, their unfeigned thanks 
for the very gralilying manner of conveying }Our appro- 
bation. From the steady, cool, and determined firmness 

.of the officers, seamen, soldiers, and marines, we feel it 
our duty to assure you, that had we been compelled to 
contend with the very superior force of the enemy, we 
had no doubt of realising the just and well founded opi- 
nion you had formed of us. 

" Wc are, &c. &c. &c. 

" To the Hon. William 
• . Cornwallis." 

The Channel fleet under the command of Admira 
Lord firidport (which had sailed from St, Hclen% Jun\ 
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Ue^ feUm with- this Mfoadioo. The English iteef COA' 
sisied of ten sail oF ihe line^ vSss, IrresLsiiblej ^4.gunftj 
Captain Gsindall ; Ort(in« (fitlo»^ Sir James Saumaia}; 
ftueen Chajr]oUe» lOOgunSi Sir A. & Douglas f Rusr 
leliy 74 gout, Captam T* luarcom ; Colossus* dittq[» 
Captain J. Monklon ; Sans Pareil, 80 gun^^ Lord Hugh 
Seyinour; London^ g^h Captam G^ifiilh; 
Queen^ ditto. Sir A* Gardiner ; Prince George, ditto^ 
Captain Edge ; and Rojai George, 100gun<«, Admiral 
i.^d Bridfmt s liie enemy\<i iieet also consisted o£ tea 
sail of the line, but the English had a superiorily of 
metal. The French were seen at day* break on tlie 
il2d by the Nymph a^d Astreajook-out frigates. • The 
admiral, ^ntling that they had no intention of hazarding 
m Mlton^ immediaiely detached the Sans PareiJ, the 
Oiibn.and the* Colossus in chacc of them. The whole 
fleet soon afterwards chased, and continued the pttMoit 
during the whole of that day and night, with very little 
wind, Early- in the morning of the 2$4 the Irresistible^ 
Orion, Qaeen CRarlolte, Colossus, and Sans Pareiiv 
c^me up with the hostile squadron who were running for 
L'OrienI, close under- some batteries oh live shore. A 
little before 6 o'clock the action commenced and con* 
timied tiU nine, when the Alexander^ Le Tigre^ and 
Le Formidable struck. The rest of the enemy's fleet 
/escaped ohder shelter of the iand» and proleclton of t-he 
batteries off Port UOrient, where they anchored tn the 
oourseof the day. The loss sustained by the British 
fleet in this action amounted to 31 k!lled> and ^13 
wounded. The enemy's ships which were taken had be- 
tween four and five hundred men killed and woubded* 
' Sir John Botlase Warren received orders to hoist his 

broad pesdan4«(s commodore and wesappoio^edio^oat^ 

* 
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mmd ao expedHionolestiiked against the coast of France. 
About the middle of J une he sailed from Yarmouth 
Koadsj Isle of Wigbt^ wilh a squadron of ships of war 
and fifljr iransporfHy having on b«iard a body of 9000 
emigrttnls, under the command of the Comtes D'Her- 
villy and De Puysaye. On the 2ist the Galatee, which 
had been sent into Quiberon Bay, was chaced by the 
French fleets which wa« soon aiierwards seen by tiie 
.squadron* Commodore Warren immediately made the 
(best diiiposilion for the proteclion of the convoy, ai>d 
haalened to join Lord Bhdporf, whom he liad the 
good ibrtune to discern the next morning in pursuit of 
Ibe enemy $ the Robust* Thunderer, and Sland^d wem 
ordered to join the fleet, but got up with it too late to 
hfiye any share in the action* After being at sea siji* 
teen days» Sir John Warren^ anchoied with the fleet 
between the Isle Dieu and that of Noirmoutier; but 
St tbia was noH considered by the French officers a pre* 
per situation to disembark, they proceeded for Quiberon 
jgay* where they anchored on the 23th. On the 22 til 
^a$tof the emigrant tfoopa were landed neai the viU 
lage of Carnac. At first about 200 Republicans shewed 
m disposition to oppose Ibe disembarkation, but these 
were put lo ilighL wilh some Iqss. The whole coast 
was soon .alarnied i and the repuUtcans collecting iir 
great force, (after several successful attacks,} compelled 
the royalists to retreat into Fort Peotbievre» and the 
peninsula of Quiberon^ which had surrended to M* 
D'Hervilly, on the*3d ot* July. The whole force which 
occupied the peninsula amounted to 'about 12,000 men. 
On Ihenighl of the 16lh, M. D'Hervill), al the head 
of about dOCO Royalists^ made an attempt to carry by 
storm the Kcpublicans' works an^ entrenched camp oo 

I 



Digitized 



^ifi THE ojRiTisB tridbut; 

•V. 

the heights of St. Barbe, I'n wliich he was repahed with 
considerable loss, aud himseii severely wounded. 

Desertion from the efoigrant army became at (his 
time serious!)' alarming: indeed iUtle eL.e could have 
been expected, when it fs. considered thai numbers of 
the men were enlisted from llie trench prisons. By 
these deserters General Hoche was informed with ihe 
exact state of the fort and roj al &rn>y. Oivthe night of 
the SOth, which was extremely dark and tempest uous« 
many of -the emigrant soldiers who were on guard de- 
serted; and being acquainted with the paroh' and coun- 
tersign, conducted a krge body of the Repubhcan 
troops unmolested into the tort. The instant tiie alarm 
was given, the garrison was thrown into the greatest 
scene of confusion ; several of the emigrant M>kf!eis 
grounded their arms, and shouted ^Viv ia R^Auiiic; others 
•abaildoned or massacred their officers ; the few who re- 
iDained faithful fought with great desperation, and did 
not surrender tilt after a bloody and dreadful conflict* 
^The Emigrants, Chouans, and English in the fort were 
about 10,000; notost of whom were either killed or 
•taken prisoners ; among Ihe namber were the young 
Comte de Sombrieul, the Bishop of Dol, and several 
-other emigrants of distinction, who were, dontrary to 
the terms of capitulation agreed on by General Le 
Moine, conducted by his orderf to Nantz, where they 
were tried by a military tribunal, and sentenced to sut}er 
death. * 

The morning after this dreadful affair, the boats of the 

squadron with great difficulty brought off about 2000 
or SOOO troops and Royalists^ inbabttanls^ rnidef cover 
of tite frigates. 
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Whilst Sir John Warren wait carrying on Im opera*^ 
lions against thecnrmv in Qniberon, he detached Capl. 
Joseph Ellison^ in the Standard^ to (he great road of 
Belleisle, to sammon the governor to surrender up the 
island. 

He next proceeded to the islands of Hf^dic and Houat.,^ 

of which he look p' sse-^sion without opposition. Hav- 
ing refre<«hed the troops^ and left a sutficient number Ibr 
their defence, with some ships of war !o cover the re-? 
treat of the troops if neces^arv» he sailed to the atlacl^ 
of the island of Noirmontier ; but he here also found 
the republicans so well prepared, that he was obliged 
to retire after destroying two or three armed vessels, 
and then took piKsession of Isle Dieu, about five leagues 
to the simthward of Noirmoutier. 

Soon after Sir John Warren^« arrival at this place^ 
he was joined by the Jason fri*^ate. Captain Siirling, 
having on board the Comte D^Artois, Due de Biourbon, 
and some other Frendi noblemen. A fl','el of trans^ 
ports also joined ihesquadroi), with 4000 British troops 
onboard, under the command of Major-general Do)le, 
who were landed on the island with a great quantity of 
military stores, clothings &c. They remained here till 
the close of the year, when finding it ulterly^impractir 
cable to attempt any further descent on the • coast of 
France, they were re-embarked on board the tiansports 
and returned to England. Thus ended this unfortunate 
expedition^ by which tbenation is supposed to have lost 
sear 40,000 stand of arms, with clothing for as many 
men ; besides an immense quantity of stores, ammuni- 
tion, &c. Six transports that arrived in the evening 

previous to the storoiu^g of fort Fenthievre, laden with 
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provisions of ever^ sort for the armj, fell inio th« hands 
of the enemy* « 

On the 3d of Joty, Sir William Sydney Smith, ih the 
Diamcmd, of SS guns with the Sybil of 40, Captaia 
Cdward Cook 4 the Syren, of S2, Captain Graliam 
Moore, and three guu-boats, made an unsuccessful at- 
tack upon a French corvette and her coAvoy , which had 
taken shelter within a reef near Point La Hogue, pro* 
t^ed by a battery. The Diamond bad one man killed, 
and two wounded. 

On the same day Sir Richard John Strachafi» in the 
Melampus, of 36 gnns, and Hebei of 38, Captam Paul 
Minchin, captured oflfSt. Maloes six sail out of thirteen 
French vessels laden with military stores, convoyed by 
a ship of 26 guns, two brigs, and a lugger ; one of the 
brigs mountirg four 24rpoanders, and sixty men» was 
also taken. 

On the 22d of August a detached squadron from Ad* 
tniral Duncan's fleet, under the orders of Captain Jamet 
Alms, being on a cruize off the coast of Holland, gave 
chace4o two large ships and a cutter. At a quarter past 
four in the evening the Slag got up alongside of the 
aternmost ship and commenced a clo^ action, which 
continued with much spirit for an hour, when the enemy 
struck, and proved to be the AUiance Dutch frigate, of 
$6 gm^f and 240 men. The other frigate, the Ar*ro of 
the same force, and Neliy cutter of l<>gun«, notwith- 
standing every effort was used to cut them oflT, and with- 
in gun sh()(, efferted their escape into Egeroc harbour. 
The Reunion, of 36 guns. Captain J. Aims, had one 
man killed and three wounded; the Isis, of 50 j^nns 
Captain R. Wnlson, two wounded ; and the Stag, of 32 

^uns^ Capt.J* & ¥oik#fottr JtiUed and thirteen wounded. 
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On the 7th of September Lieutenant Cotgrave wa« 
tried by a court«niar(iai on board the Cambridge in Ha« 
moaze, for the loss of the Ranger cutler, which had 
been taken by La Ralicnse French frigate on the 1 Ith 
of June, 1191, and was acqaiUcd. After which he re- 
quested permission to infiirm the court of the horrid and 
barbarous treatment he, his officers, and ship^s company 
had experienced from the French ; the particulars of 
which were as follow : 

On thje K anger being boarded by the enemy, the 
Frenchmen drove Lieutenant jCotgrave, his officers and 
ship's company, out of the cutter into the boats of La 
Kaiicuse, with drawn swords. Lieutenant Coigriive 
was one of the first on board the frigate. As soon as 
bis head appeared above the gangway, two- of the 
French seamen took him by the collar, hauled him with 
- great violence up the side, and when on ihe gangway, 
threw him on the main deck, took off his hat, pulled 
out his cockade, and trampled on it. Alter suffering 
this indignily^ they dragged bim into die captain's ca« 
bin. The second captain of La Ralicuse, and a seaman^ 
by iiis orders, then pulled off bis coat, waistcoat, shirty 
boots, stockings, &c. The same operation was per<- 
forroed on every individual officer, seanum and boy of 
the Rangers they were then forced without disiinction 
into Ihe hold of the frigate. The next morning Lieut. 
Cotgrave and his crew were ordered from the iioid to 
the gangway in this very int{ecent situation, though it 
was raining excessively hard. The soldiers of the snip 
then surrounded these unfortunates with marks of de* 
risior),*and aciually kept thtiin in this miserable siiuaiion 
from nine in the morning till six in the evening, when 
they wece again forced into the hdd i the French cap« 
VOL. in. _ 2 H 
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lain saving, *'that was ihe way be would treat all En- 
glish slaves/ In ihjs pUiabte naked condition ihey all 
remained till the frigate arrived at Brest ; when upon 
bearing of the defeat of tbeir fleet by the British under 
Edrl Howe, a part of their clothe were returned to put 
on; and on being landed they were treated more 
mildly." 

On the 26th a court-martial was bt:Id at Spilhead^ on 
. board His Majesty's ship La J uste^ on Captain Thomas 
Walker, of His Majcst^^'s ship the Trusty, charged 
with havings when ordered to conrYPy the outward 
bound East India ships as far as Cape Finisterre, and 
afterwards to return to Spithead, bore away for and put 
into Cadi^Sn instead of obeying his orders^ The charge 
having been fully proved, the court passed sentence. 
That the said Captain Thomas Walker be dismissed 

from His MajcvSly's service. 

On the 16th of November Rear-admiral Christian 
sailed from St. Helen's with a squadron of ships efwar, 
having under his convoy a fleet of ^above 200 sail of 
, transports and West-Indiamen, on board of which were 
^mbai ked upvyards of 1 6,000 troops. On the night of 
the i7th, the wind shifted to the westward, and blew a 
violent storm, which separated llie fleet: many put 
into Torbay, others into Portland, and some returned 
to Spithead with the rear*admiraL The gale continuing 
to blow with unceasing fory ail the 18th; several of the 
transports and merchantmen foundered, and were 
wrecked. Above 200 dead bodies were taken up on 
the coast between Portland and Bridport, During this, 
gale a shock ofan earthquake was felt in several parts of 
the kingdom. Oti the 9ih of December, the fleet of 
Kiiips of war and merchantmen having repaired the da.* 
ma^ts tlicy had sustained in the late heavy gale, sailed 
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Of^tn from St. Helen's, under the command of R^r- 

admiral Chiistian, who had shificd his flag to the Glory 
from the Prince George, she being in loo bad a condi*** 
lion to proceed to ihe West Indies. 

A prize cause wa& decided this year in the court of 
admiralty^ relative to La Franc, a ship, the value of 
which was estimated at upwards of 43,0001. which wa§ 
taken by the Ceres, the Marquis of Lansdowne, the Grat« 
tan, and several olher ships in Ihe service uf the East-In- 
dia Company^ without firing a single shot ; and at the 
lime of the capture, there were on board these Ships a 
considerable number of recruits, and a great many pas* 
aengera. The question for the decision of the court waa 
— VV iiether these passengers and recruits were entitled 
< to receive any share of the prise 

The learned judge was of opinion, that the recruili; 
were entitled to a share according to the intention and 
import, both of the king's proclamation and the prise act : 
not only those ^ ho actualiy assisted in taking a prize, but ' 
even those who afforded constructive assistance, provid* 
ed it weiu lo iniimidate the enauy, were entitled to a 
share. The recruits, by their dress and appearance, un« 
doubtedly struck some terror into the mind of the crew 
of Le Franc Besides, they were ^liher Uirectly or indi* 
Tcctly under the command of the captain, as soon as on 
board. With respect to the passengers, who consisted, 
probably of gentlemen, women, and children, it was not 
likely thatlhose gentlemen, who were perhaps looking 
^through the cabin windows with their hair fail dressed, 
struck any (error into the mind of the enemy ; and it 
was not very commendable in gentlemen to wish to take 
Mt of the pockets of the poor sailors any share of their 
pay* It was therefore decreed, that each of the recruiU 

2 u 2, 
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sbouM be entitled to the like share of the pay In qa^lton, 

as a common man : but the claims of all the pasnengers 
were rejected* " 

Captain Vancouvef, of the Discovery, having re-^ 
Ccived his instructions from (he board of admiralty^ to 
proceed to Ibe Sandwich Islands, there to remain 
during the winter, in order to make an accurate survey 
ef these islands^ as before observed; retorned OcU20, 
having in the course of the voyage, which was four 
years^ eight months, and twenty-nine days, lost only 
aix men, live of whom were by accidents. The Chat* 
hail). Lieutenant W. R. Broughton, was still more for* 
lunate, not having lost a single man either by disease 
or accident. 

We shall now take into consideration the events in 

the Mediterranean. Vice-admiral Hotham, who com- 
nianded in jchief in Ibis sea, was chiefly employed in 
blocking up the enemy in Tonlon, and in the protectiott. 
of Corsica. On the 25th of February the admiral was 
obliged to pat into Leghorn to refit, leaving ont frigates' 
- to watch the enemy's motions, and to give him the ear- 
liest intelligence should they put to sea. 

On the Itith of January, whilst the 8eet was lying iit 
St. Fiorenzo Bay, aiter a gale oi wind, which occasioned 
a heavy swell to tumble in, by some indiscretion of the 
officers of the Berwick, whose rigging required to be 
setup, and not having secured the mastjs sufficiently^ 
slie rolled so violently that they all fell over the side. 
Captain Smith, Mr. BuUock, the first liuulenant, and 
Mr« Bradley, the itiaster, were tried for ibis neglect by 
a court-maUial, and ail sentenced to be dismissed tivat 
ship, 

• On the 8th of March the admiral received an expresi 
irom Genoa, that the french.Aeelj consisting of fifteen 
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of the line and three frigales^ had been seen lw0 
days before off the isle of Marguerite; this tatelligence 
corresponded wilii a signal made from the Mozelle^ 
then in the offing* for a fleet ia Ibe north-west quarter. 

The admiral immediately ordered the fleet to be un* 
moored^ and at da)'*break the iollowing morning put 
to sea with a strong breeze from the east-north-easf. 
Having previously received information by theMozelle^ 
that the fleet she had seen was steering to the south* 
ward, he shaped kis course for Corsica, les^t iheir desti- 
nation shotttd be against that island; and dispatched the 
Tarleton brig with orders for the Berwicic, at St. Fio* 
renzo, to join him off Cape Corse ; but, in the course 
of the night, the Tarleton returned with the unwelcome 
news^ that the Berwick had been captured two days 
before by the eoemy^s fleet, after a most spirited and 
gallant resistance, in which Captain LIuIejohn, with' 
wany of bis crew were liilied. . 

Although the French ships were seen daily by the 
British advanced frigates^ the two squadrons did not 
gel sight of each other tiU the 12th, when that of the 
enemy was discovered to windward. On the morning 
of the IStb, the enemy beting, still in that direction, 
without apparent intention of coming down, Admirat 
Holham made the signal for a general chace; a^d. the 
wind blowing very fresh, one of the French line of 
battle ships was di^^covered without her top*masts^ which 
afforded to Captain Freemantle, in the Inconstant fri*- 
gale, (who was far advanced ' in the ch ace,) an oppor- 
tonity of shewing a good proof of British enterj^rtze, 
by his attacking, raking, and harassing her until (he 
Agamemnon came up, when lie was most ably seconded 
hy Captain Nelson, who -did her so much damage, as 

2u3 
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to disable her from putting herself lo rights. Thew 
ehips were by 'this time so far distant from their own 
^eei, that they were obliged to quit her, as others of 
the enemy^s shrps were coming up to her assislancei 
one of which soon aitef wards took her in tow. Tlie 
admiral finding that his heavy ships did not gain on the 
French fleet during the chace, made the signal for form- 
ing on the larboard line of bearing* in which order the 
a()uadron persevered during the night. 

At day*Iight on the morning of the 14(h» Admiral 
Hotbam observed the enemyls disabled ship, with the 
one that had her in tow, to be so far to leeward, and 
separated from their own squadron, as to afTofd a pror 
bable cltance of cutting them off. For this purpose- 
every possible exertion was made; which reduced the 
French to the alternative ef abandoning those ship<;« or 
coming to batlle* Though the latter did not appear tO' 
be iheir choice, yet they eame down with a view o( 
RWppof ling tliem ; but the Captain and Bedford were so 
fa^ advanced^ and so closely supported by jthe other, 
ships of the British van, as to effectually, cui them ofti 
The conilict ended in the enemy's abandoning their 
ships, and tiring upon' the British line a» they passed oir 
llie contrary lack with a hghl air of w ind» The ships 
taken proved lo-be the Ca Ira (formerly the Couronne)* 
of 80 guns, and the Censure of 74. . 

The French fleet had on board a large body of troepsr 
and from 1 he obstinate defeiic*emade by ll>ese ships^ 
above three or four huiKlred men we re kilitxl and 
wounded. The loss^ sustained by the British amounted 
to seventy-five killed, and 280 wounded. 

The van ships of the British fleet bad sufiTered so mucb 
tu the action, particularly the IlJustrious and Couragctt:^ 
5 
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having each lost their mam and mizen roasfs, that Acl- 
niiraJ Hnihani was not able lo renew the engagement. 

The lilustrions was afliTviards stranded in a gale of 
wind, and went to pieces near Avenza ; the crew and 
part of her stores were sa^ed* Thus both parties IpsI 
two ships in the course of a few daysr but the loss 
cannot be considered as equal, since both the French 
ships fell into the possession of the £nglisb> while dieir 
oppunenl^? only gained an accession of one. 

On the 27 th of June an engagement took place ta 

this sea, between the Dido of '28 guns, and 200 racn^ 
commanded by Captain George H. Towry y and the 
Lnwestofle^ of guns, and 220 men, commanded by 
Captain W. Gambier Middleton, and two French fri- 
gates^ which they discovered while reconnoitrtng off 
the Hieres Islands, The two English ships* chaced the 
French; who soon afterwards altering their course, 
«leod towards Iheir pursuers. Captain Towry leading- 
down, commenced a close engagement with the head- 
most, which falling twice aboard, carried away Iver 
bowsprit, fore-mast and main-lop-maiit ; while tlie aU 
most equally distressed situation of the Dido, from the 
loss of her mizen-mast, and other damages, prevented 
her profitting by the misfortanes of her antagonist. 

In the mean time the Lowestoffe, the second Engh'sk 
frigate, separated the other ship from her consort, wboiw 
she was attempting to assist. Foiled in her endeavour 
to join the other French frigate, she made sail, and ef- 
fected her escape. Captain Middleton, thus baulked 
in his attempt on his own opponent, returned to the ' 
assistance of the Dido, and running iroder the stem of 
ber antagonist forced her to surrender, having maintain- 
ed a gallant resistance lor three hours. The Dido hav- 
ing now cleared the wretk of her miasen^mast, and bent 
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new top-sails, assisled hitn in secaring (be prize. This 

was La Minerve, a fine frigate of forty-two guns, 
iQoonltng eigbt^n-pouoders on (he main deck, and faav* ^ 
ing 330 men on board ; her consort was UArtemise of 
six and ihijriy guns,- a force very supecior to Ibat of the 
English frigates. 

The following is a letter from an officer on I^oard the 
Lowjestofie:~ 

Aflcr having cruized off this port (Mahon) a tedioas 
time, in expectation of a re-inforcement from England, 
Admiral Mann and squadron at length joined us, A 
few days afterwards the Dido and Lowesioife were sent 
to look into Toulon, and on their passage thither fell in 
with two f ruiKh frigates ; the Dido, a iillle eight and 
twenty, nine-pounders, the LowestofTe, a two and thirty 
Iwelve-pounders, had to contend with a two and forty, 
whose guns were eigli teen- pounders, those of the otbef 
Frenchman were twelve- pounders ; each having on 
board 350 naen; the Dido h?d 200^ the Loweslofie 22(h 
' Can you credit obr having gained a complete victorjf: 
with such odds against usj and farther, that the Lowe- 
stoQe bad not a man bart. The little Dido had six mea 
killed and twenty*one wounded. She was the comroo* 
dore and led on first. The French commodore ran 
abodrd of her, in consequence of which the Dido'i 
mizen-mast was carried away, and in this close inter-^ 
course it was that, the chief part of the men above^men* 
tioned were killed and wounded. Up comes LowestofTe ! 
raked her — Dido at iier on the lee- bow. Away goes 
Minerva's' fore*mast^ bow-sprit, main4op-mast and 
mizen-mast. 1 he other fellow, a most abominable 
coward, alter fighting a little sheered off, and ibe i<owe* 
stofTe made aher i/im. O wing to superior sailing l)e uiv» 
fortunaicly got away and fled, though possessing a lur 
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pcfiority. In the meait time Dido hauled off to repttrr 

damages ; she made a signal for us to return ; so Lowe- 
sloBe tacked and «tood towards Minervai when we fa*^ 
voored her so plentifully with our shot as caused tlie 
national flag to be struck. What three hearty cheers 
we gave ! 

" The conduct of Lieutenant Buckoll during the 
whole of ihU b^tllianl lactton was remarkable. Though 
severely wounded at the beginning of the engagement, 
he steadiiy'refused it> quit the deck, and continued firmly 
to execute his duty till the colours of the Minerva were 
struck^'' * 

The loss sustained by the British frigates was oil 
board the Dido, the boatswain and five seamen killed, 
and 15 wounded. ' 

The Lowestoffe had three seamen wounded. 

On the»4lh of July Admiral Hoiliam, whilst refifliii^ 
the fleet in St. Fiorenzo Bay, dispatched Captain Nel- 
son, in the Agamemnon, with the Maleager, Ariadne^ 
Moselle and Mofine cutter, with orders to call at Ge- 
noa, and take with him the Inconstant and Southamp* 
tbn fftgates, if, from the intelligence he might obtain 
there, be should find it necessary. On the morning of 
the 7tb, the admiral was much surprised to learn that 
the ab:;ve squadron was seen, in the offing returning 
into port« pursued by the French fleet, which he had 
reason to suppose were certainly at Toulon. 

Immediuteiy on the enemy's appearance, every pre- 
paration was made to put«to sea after (hem ; and not* 



* This CYrcTlent young officer never perfectly recovered of tlii^ 
v/ouud, ai:ci died iu ihe rank of post-captain ia the year 17^b^iut 
Ainiioads, oil the coa^t of Afr ica. 



Diaitized 



i^S THE Baixisu trident; 

wiiiisiiinding the ships were in Uie midst of walertDg 
sind refiUingc hy the zeal and extraordinary exertionr 
of the officers and men, the admiral was enabled lo get 
the whole fleet under weigh with the land wind that 
Jjight. The enemy havin^^ stood to sea, were neither 
seen or. heard of tiii the I2ib, when Admiral Hothaiv 
l^.'arnl that they had been seen lo the northward of the 
liieres islands^ which were then in sigbi from the fleet* 
At day -break on the iSth they w^re discovered lo lee- 
ward of the British, on the starboard tack, consisting of 
seventeen sail of the line and three frigate^^ the wind 
blowing strong from the W.N.W. attended with a h^a- 
vy swell. Six of the English fleet having split their 
n^ain-top-sails on the preceding, night, the Admiral now 
lay*to^ in order to enable them to repair their damage 
which gave the enenly a. greater start« When these 
ships had bent their sails, the fleet was formed on the 
larboard line of bearing, in order to keep the wind of 
the enemy, in the hope of intercepting ihenj fiom the 
shore» which was only five leagues distant* But the 
admiral, as he slates, finding all their elTof Is directed 
towards securing their retreat^ afterwards made the 
signal for a general chase : for ibe ships (o take proper 
stations for their mutual support ; atxl to engage the 
enemy> as they came up in succession. His intention 
-was frustrated by the baiHing Ainds and cairns^ so com-* 
mon in all climates during the summer^ but more par* 
ticularly in these seas. Only a few of the van ships 
succeeded in coming up v^ith the enemy's rear« These 
were the Victory^ commanded by Adlniral Mann, and 
the Cuiloden, Blenheim, Captain, and Defence^ who 
gained possession of the Alcide of seventy-four guns i 
but the remainder of the French fleet, fevoured by a 
siUfi of wiudj that placed ihem to windward of the Bri» 
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^ish squadron^ the greatest part of which remained be- . 
calmed in the offing, got so far into Frejus Bay^ that 
the admiral cenceived any further effort hopeless and 
recalled the van ship. The Alcide by some accident 
look fire in Iier fore-lop, about half an hour after sl\e 
, had surrendered, and was sooitinvolved in flames. Bu^s 
were immediately dispatched to the rescue of the crew, 
nearly half of whom were saved : bat the siiip unfor* 
tunately blew up, before the remainder coold be taken' 
out. The loss sustained by the British ships, amounted 
to 10 killed and 24 wounded. 

About this tim<? we sustained a considerable loss in the 
capture of a part of a Mediterranean convoy by a squa* 
dron of six sail of the line, under Admiral Richer}'. 
Very fortunately thtrty*6ve sail of the merchant*ships 
together with the Juno and Argo frigates had separated* 
from the fleet in corning out of the Gut of Gibralfar, 
and got safe to England. The main body under Cap- 
lain Taylor in the Fortitude of sevenly-four guns, who 
bad the Bedford of the same force, and the Lutine fri- 
gate under his command, together vvi(h the Censeur 
of seventy-four guns, a late priase, very ill appointed, 
fell in with the enemy's squadron, consisting of six 
ships of the line, off Cape St. Vincent. The Enghsh 
commodore immediately made a signal for his convoy to 
disperse, whici) was however slowly obeyed \ and the 
Censeur, who had only a frigate's main-maist, soon 
afterwards rolled away her fore-top-mast. The Lutine 
was immediately ordered to take her in tow, but was 
prevented by the fire of the enemy's van ship ; on whose 
coming within gun-shot, the three English men of war 
closed for gnituai support, cutting down every part of 
their sterns to afford room for their chase guns : but the 
diistressed state of the Censeur disabled jier from keep- ' 
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ing up with her coniiorts. Though left entirely alone 

m\d in a Qiust disabled condition, and labouring under 
the additional disadvantage of an insoiSiciency of men,' 
and want of ammunition, Captain Gore, her com- 
mander, delertnined not to yield to a single enemy, and 
defended himself iill he was overpowered by two ad- 
ditional ships* The Fortilude and Bedford were harai;* • 
aed by the enemy for the space of an hour, during 
.which lime they kept up a vigorou!* fire iruai their stem 
chase guns^ when their pursuers left them to plunder 

the convoy, an occujialion in which the frigates had 
tieen engaged (rom the beginning. Thirty* live ^il 
were taken possession of, the remainder escaped. The 
French Admiral put into the harbour of Cadiz with his 
prizes, where he was blockaded for several months by a 
squadron under the command of Admiral Mann. 

On the 26ih of August^ the boat^ of the squadron on- t 
dur Captain Nelson, cut out of the bays of Ala>sio and [ 
Longueiia, places in the vicinity of Vado, in the pos»> • 
session of the French armies, nine vessels laden with ' 
provisions, and destroyed two others, without the loss 
of a man. Captain Nelson would have landed and de» 
siroyed the magazines of stores and provisions, but ihal ' 
the enemy had above 2000 troops. in the town. j 

Rear admiral George Mucray commanded his Majes* 
t)'s squadron at Norih America, whose cruizers were 
actively employed against the enemy, and in the protect 
tion of the trade. 

In January, the Argonaut of 64 guns. Captain ! 
Alexander Ball, and the Lynx of I'h guns. Captain : 
Penrose, captured UEsperancei French national cor« I 
vetiee, 9( 12 guns and i^O men. She was taken into the 
«exvice. 
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The Thetis of $8 gans, connnanded by the hooottr- 
able. Captain Alexander Cochrane, and Hu&sar of 28 
guns> Captain J. P. Beresford^ being on a cniize off- 
the Chesapeake to intercept three French store-ships, 
then lying in Hampton Road ready for sea ; at dajr 
break, on the morning of the 17lh of May, discovered 
five sail of ships standing to theN.W. which Captain 
Cochrane soon perceived to be of force. On their bb» 
serving the British frigates in chase^ tliey formed the 
line of battle ahead, and waited to receive them. At 
nine o'clock Captain Cochrane ordered the Hussar, by 
sigtial, to engage the second ship of the enemy's van* 
intending himself to attack the centre ship, which ap- 
peared the largest* with the two others that tormed tba 
rear. At half past ten, the enemy hoisted their colours, 
the second ship from the van carrying a broad pendant. 
By this time they had got within half mitsqoet shot, 
when the French ships opened their fire^ %vhich was 
soon letomedt and a close action ensued. Before 
eleven, the Hussar compelled the commodore, and his 
second ahead, to quit the line,^ and make sail. The 
fire of both ditps then fell on the centre ship, and those 
in the rear, which, at a quarter before twelve, struck 
their odours. The two in the rear attempted notwith- 
standing to make off, one of which was soon brought 
to by tbe Hussar. She proved to be La Raison of 18 
gnns, pierced (or The other taken possession of 
by the Thetis, was La Frevoyante, pierced for 46 guns, 
but only 24 mounted. These ships, with the other 
three which escaped, (viz. the Norraand, the Trajan, 
smd the Hirnoax) were from Gaadaloupe, bound to » 
port in America, to load with naval stores and provi- 
sions for France. The Thetis bad eight men killed and 
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mo^ vraund^^d. The Hus&ac only two wounded. The 
ViWOjfMte and &aisoD were gacduued hy government^ 

%nd added to the navy« - 

The phief pcQaripnces in jtbe Leefirard Islands wa^lte 
caplure uf La Courier, in April,^ by the Tborn sloop of 
ifai;. Captain H, Olway, after a siuart action of* 
55 minates. The enemy had 7 killed and 20 wounded. 
The Thora only 5 wounded. Also thecap(are of the 
Kepubiican^ in October, by the Mermaid^ Captain 
Henry Warre^ after, an action of half an bour^ ^^0 of 
lyhom were I^ifled and $eveval wonnded She was 
added to the navy. The Mermaid bad 1 killed and 3 
wounded* • . , 

. During tbis year the dreadful conseqaences of Victor 
Huguas's estabii^ing himself a^ Guadaloupe were se^ 
yereiy felt in our West Jndiau idaoiip .in several of 
which the mo^t formidable insurreclious vyoiQ fon)ente4 
))y his jnfl^miMtory proclamation^i aiid st^porled by 
detached parties of French soldiers. A large reinforce- 
mf9^ <enl fro^i France to bii» assistj^ii:;e» was c^sed by 
two of our f I iga tes, but unforiupately escaped into Guae^ 
daloupt; vyith the loss of o«e shi^ Captain Wilson, ia 
the fiellopai frigate of gunsx ia compapy with ihe^ 
Alarm of coromanfied by Captain Carpenter, on the 
6ih Dt Januaryi, l^ll ip,.wiih ibis Heelw co^sistiog; of 
L'Ecuel!, mounting IG guns and carrying fiw hundred 
mcn« jU'A&trse#,of 36, gup^ ^ Lcveuei o| 20, La 
Proinpie of 20, Le Duxsas of 20, and t^en armed trans-* 
ports, with trooi^s^and warh^e^storps. The two English 
frigates gavq ebase to the <en«my, notwUhsUodijQg tha 
dyUpariiy of their force. The Dumas was brought to 
ajsUoa by the BeUQOa« to whom she soon, surrendered. 
She had seventy seaoxea and foftf bun^re^ troops on 
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bo^rd, and all sorts of tDiHtary stores. The rest escap- 
ed. 

Ouf troops in the difierent islands, reduced by fatigue 
«nd sickmss, conid make but a weak resistance against 
the litimbers of different enemies, that were opposed 
to them. The old French inhabitants* republicans^ 
people of colour, and negroes, were in insurrection, 
and, strengthened, by military detachments from Gua- 
dotoupe/ at last possessed themselves of the islands of 
St* Lucia, St. Vincent, and part of Grenada. 

WbtJe these islands fell a prey to the French, the 
Blacks, and the Charibb?, who had seized Ibis oppor- 
tunity to rise, the Maroons took up arms in Jamaica ; 
the island of St. Eustatius surrendered to a commanding 
force of the enemy, and Fort Tiburon in St, Domingo, 
IMS attacked by three French larmed vessels, and car- 
lied after a severe resistance. 

Ad attempt on Dominica did not meet with similar 
success. The attack was planned by the French in 
habitants in concert with Victor Uugues; and a smalt 
detachment was landed from Gaadaloupe, wfio immedt* 
ately began their usual devasfations. There were scarce- 
ly any regular troops, at this time tn the island ; but 
the English inhabitants took up arms, defeated their 
^ i&ifemies, and soon crushed the insurrection. 

A powerftit amament had, 4n the mean time, been 
preparing for the relief of our colonies ; the troops under 
llie command of Sir Ralph Abercromby, and the naval 
force under Sir Hugh Christian ; but all attempts to 
Teach their destination were frustrated by a successioit 
of adverse winds and storms ; and the fleet did not af- 
^ five in the West Indies, till the spring of the ensuing; 
year* 

2 I 2^ 
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Though the Freocb were sacoettfol in spreading roh 

volt and devastation through our islands, they some- 
timesi learot, from rencontres upon fairer terms,- lo form 
a just estimation of the coiuaore of their enemies* The 
action between the Blanche, and an English irigate^ 
mounting 32 fs/am, and 220 men, and La Pique of 40 
jguns and 460 men« was a glorious proof of Britii^h su- 
periority* Our success was however dearly purchased 
'by the loss of the Captain of the Blanche, the gallant 
Mr. Faulkner, who distinguished himself at the assault 
of Fort Royal, in the island of Mariiniqoe* La Pique 
was hrst seen at anchor on the outside of the harbour 
of Point-a-Felre, and shewed no disposition to quit the 
shelter of her batteries; but at last came out, after the 
Blanche bad stood away for Maue Galapte. When tlie 
Blanche was within three miles of that island she saw 
the French frigate about two leagues astern ; and im* 
jnediately cast off a priae, she had in tow, and made 
sail towards her. The two ships passed each other cya 
contrary tack$, ti^e English to leewards exchanging 
broadsides. About a quarter of an hour afterwards the 
Blanche hove about again, and came within musquet 
shot of her antagonist, who immediately wore with the 
intention of raking lier: Captain Faulkner defeated this 
project by performing the same manceuvret and eop 
gaged her nearly aboard during half an hour. He then 
put his helm a starboard, ran atlyvart her bows, and 
lashed her bowsprit to his own capstern, plying her 
with his musquetry and quarter deck and other guns, 
that could be brought to bear: while she returned the 
fire from her tops, and quarter deck guns, run in a mid- 
.ship fore timd aft. The Blanche's main and mizen mast 
now going over board encouraged the enemy to board. 
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but they were repulsed In the atlempt. After this the 
French ship dropped astern to prevent her gelling clear. 
Captain Faulkner ordered an hawser to be got up, with 
"which he lashed the Frenchman fast lo his quarter: 
and at the same moment^ the English captain fell, whilst 
in the act himself of securing the vessel. His loss made 
no change in the forlune of the day. Lieutenant Wat- 
kins, who succeeded him, got up a hawser, and again 
made the enemy fast to her bowsprit abreast of his star- 
board quarter: after thus securing her, he payed off' 
before the wind, dragging his antagonist after hira». 
The marines still kept up a constant fire of musquetry 
into her, which was afterwards seconded by the two af- 
termost main-deck guns run out at the slern-porfs. tht 
order to bring these guns to bear, the English were 
obliged to blow away their upper transom beam, as the 
ports could not be made large enough by the carpenters 
to admit the guns being run out. All the Pique's masts- 
were shot away soon after her being lashed the second 
lime, but she did not surrender till three hours after. 
On the crew crying out thai ihey had struck, neither of 
the frigates being able to put a boat In' the water, Mr^ 
Milne, the second lieutenant of the Blanche, swam on. 
board with ten men and took possessibh bf the prize. 
A dreadful slaughter was made amongst the enemy^ 
•while the lo>'s of the English was very inconsiderable! * 
On board the French ship one hundred and ten wer6 
mounded; and seventy-six were found.dead when she 
was taken possession of: but it is probable, some were . 
thrown overl)t)ard during the action, and many certain-- 
ly fell with her masts, and perished iri' the water. In 
tlie Blanche eight were killed, and twenty-one wound* 
ed. La Pique came out from Guadaloupe on purpose 
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to figbt Uie BlaDcbe : IbU ship was added Co 4be navy; 
•—A few days previous to this gallant action^. Caplam 
Faulkner chased a large schooner corveUe into the bay 
of Deseada» where sbe anchored ander cover of a bat* 
iery ; nolwitlislanding which he brought her out with 
the loss of only two men killed and six wounded. 

In the East our aflairs wore, this year, a most pro* 
mising appearance. A great part of Ceylon, won partly 
by rcgociatton, and partly by arms, was annexed to our 
Indian possessions. This^ as well as all the ^ther Dutch 
settlements, was in a very dedbing state ; and a fo- 
reign officer of distinction, who commanded a Swiss 
regiment in the island, had advanced very considerable 
sums for the support of the colony. The sma)l chancOt 
he bad of being repaid by Ibe Dutch government, and 
bis known attachment to the Orange inlecestt pointed 
him out as a man likely to assist the views of the £ng« 
lish upon this cotony. These ^pectations were not 
deceived : an oflfer of reimbursement of the sums he had 
lent, and the solicitations of the Orange party, com* 
pie J him over to our interest, and his infiu* 

ence in^the settlement was strengthened by an order 
from the Prince of Orange for the delivery of the island 
to an English force* To give weight to our negocia* 
tions, a small armament sailed from l^ladras^ under 
th^ command of Commodore Rainier : but part of this 
convoy separated, under the command of Captain New* 
come of the Orpheus, for the purpose of attacking 
Malacca. Previous to the armament sailing. Major 
Agnew had been detached jn the Hecoino frigate to 
Fort Columbo, a maritime settlement on the south-west 
coast of the island of Ceylon, in order to negociate an 
order from the jovemcMr for the suixendef of Fdt 
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Osienbarg, sitaaled m the harboar of Trincomalet 
which was commanded by an oflScer dependant on 
him* 

' Hairing successfully exeeuted his commission, lie 

joined Commodore Ratnier, who had arrived at his 
destination with a convoy composed of the Suffolk of 
74 gnm, the Centurion of similar force, and several 
tianspoits containing troops and military stores. Co- 
lonel Stuart commanded the land forces, which consisted 
of a detachment of Europeans and Seapoys with hea* 
^.artillery. On the 1st of August the admital an* 
chored in the Back Bay, and immediately sent on shore 
mm f>rder addressed by the Governor of Columbo to the 
commandant of Fort Ostenburg^ for the admission of 
a party of English troops into his fortress; but he re- 
used to obey this conimand, under the pretence of some 
informality in the order. Near two days were taken 
up in discussios; this subject* Ai last the English comman* 
ders, resolving lo be no longer trifled with, determined 
on landing the troops^ and were making preparations 
for that purpose, when the Diomede, who, with a hea- 
vy tranfiport in tow, was working into the bay against 
«a strong land wind, struck violently on a lock lying in 
fifteen fathoms, between Pigeon Island and the outer 
point of the bay, which was not delineated in any of 
the charts. The water gained so last on the pumps, 
notwithstanding the unremitting exertions of the seamen 
and soldiers, thai the men were scarcely taken out, be- 
fore she foundered. This accident delayed the debarka-* 
ttoo one day longer: but on the following mornings 
the first detachment consisting of five hundred and thir- 
ty Europeans, and one hundred and ten natives, with 

two field pieceti wore landed at a place called the 

■ 
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Wliite Rocks wiibtQ Elizabeth point, wkbout opposl^ 
tioQ. Tim remmuler of Ihe troc^ SMmtd at fast at 
they could be conveyed on shore. The first detach- 
Eftent reodewonsed on fcoaid tb^ Hmine^ wlio bad 
anchored as near as she safely could, to the landing 
l^oe* ^ On Ifae boats pushing * off, she presented bet 
Ifoadside torcov«r ihetn, wb9e 4be tituaUcm Mie 
turion and Suffolk would have* enabled them ta second 
h&t, bad resiitanoe lieen attempted i but no oppo Aioil 
was made. The badness of the weather rendered the 
kodiiig of the stonss adid pfoirilions a loag and baaard^ 
eus ta^, for a roost violent surf broke on ' die sbore^ 
which continoed during Ihe whole of the disembarica* 
lion« Tbii was at last completed, and the amy atd* 
vanced. 

On the I4th> gr^and was broken and the work of 

the trenches did not receive the slightest interruption 
from tbe Dutch. The golremor was probably conf 
- tmcedy that he had no means of resisting the force em* 
ployed against him with success bat though he tliougbl 
hmseif not justified in giving up the fert» till k waS^ 
rendered incapable of making any effectual defence, be 
look no great pama (o protract tbe boui-, in whkrh il 
would -be reduced to this situation. Tl>e English fire 
consisted of <»e grand battery eight eighteen pound* 
era, and tik^o ten^iach' mortarsr between five and fin 
hundred yards finoiki the nortli-west basUon of the ibrtj, 
and two smaller ones to the nght, one of two twelve 

pounders, the other of two eight-inch howitzers. These 
IrWo batiersesr which were opened belbre tlie grand 
baitery^ annoftd the enemy ex(reitiely> and diverttii 
Ibeir attention from tbe parties employed in couipleting 

tte laitet^ Tbe eaeiiy kept up ft sdttit iri' «ii Ito 
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English for three days with little execution : whilei on 
the other hand, the grand baitery of the besiegers was 
sowdl served^ that it dismounted, in the course of the 
attack, every gun which the enemy brocgfat to bear 
it. , 

Oa the 26tb, a practicable breach was eifected, and 
a division of three hundred seamen and maiines was 
appointed to assist the troops in an assault, in the event 
of the governor refusing to surrender : but he anticipated 
the intention of the English by signing, after a short de* 
lay, the capitulation that was tendered him. 

The garrison of Fort « Osteri>urg did not wait an al^ 
tack, but, after a slight hesitation about the terms of 
capitulation, surrendered themselves prisoners of war. * 

Malacca, the capital of the country of the same name, 
the roost southerly part of the. great peninsula beyond 
the Ganges, was given up to Captain Newcome, after 
a semblance of resistance. Cochin, and the other 
J>atch establiabmiBnts fin the continent of India wer^s 
a}so surrendered to us during the present year. 

This conquest was soon Mowed by that of the Cape 
of Good Hope, which was reduced by an armament 
sent from Europe. *The conduct of the naval part of 
tliis expedition was intrusted to Sir George Keith, El* 
pbinstone > and the comuiand of the troops to Sir 
Alored Clarke ; but a part of tbet armament having m 
proportion of ihe troops on board, under the command 
of General Qraig reached their destination before the 
commander in chief, and the remainder of the foroes^ 
This squadron anchored in Simon's Bay, in the month of 
July, and Sir Keith and General Craig having failed in 
their attempts to bring over the governor of Simon's 
Town to tbeii interest, aud having reason to believe 

t 
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ttfel he intended burning the town« landed a body of 
tnen, wiio took poMlessioii <»f 4fae piace> before he corald 
execute his intention. He had already forced the in* 
babitanU to abandon it. 

The Dutch having fired on the British patroles, an 
liostility^ which the English had hitherto forebom^ 
vfaiie liiere rettaiiied any hope of conciKathig the ene^ 
my, the two commanders determined to commence of- 
jfoiMve operations with the attack 6f Muyssenberg ; m 
hofm of ibtts a|)eiiing^ a ootntnontoatioti with the corny*' 
try» and at the same time convincing the Dutch, that 
had hitherto otdj been wUhheM hj Ihe desiie of 
eflecting their purpose by less violent means. iTh^ 
whole force tanded# eemisting of regular troops* sea* 
men, and marines, amounted only to sixteen hundred 
mmg entirely deatUute of artillery : on the other hand, 
the «nemy had a large train of ariiBery, smd cooMl 
bring inhnitely superior numbers into the field ; but it 
appears probabte, that the English were a good deal 
encouraged by the bad composition of these troopSi 
mMob principally consisted of tiotleniots and burgher 
tnilitia. 

Sir George Elphtnstone made secret preparations for 
mailing himself of the first fovourabie opportonlty, that 
might offer for attacking Muyzenberg (an advantageous 
positkm, where the Dutch had esiaUiahed a eaaup, well 

furnished with cannon) and got ready a gun^boat, and 
the launches of the fleet armed mkh heavy carronades*. 
Two balielions of seamen, eomlsfing of a thousand nm, 
were landed, under the como^and of Captain Hardy of 
«he ^he, and Captain Spranger of the Ratttesnito* 
while ships were frequently scat round Simon's Bay, ia 



Digitized by Google 



Oft, REgiSSfia OF VAVilbL AGTionsm ifll 

m order to prevent anj su&piclon of an aliack being in 
imm ed i ate coqtemplalwQt 

On the 7th <^ August, a iavoiKable breexe f prun^ 
up from the north-west^ and lifS^jof^gieneral Craig* on 
a pre^concorted signal beiog ^WDf put the foitcain mo* 
tion. At, the same inatant^ Commodore Blanket in the 
America* got on^r weigib wHb the Slalelys £cho» and 
Rattlesnake; whilst the gun-boat and laiUK^ pre« 
cpded tiie troc^^ who advanced ajong the sbgiej at 
the distance of about five hundred yards, and covered 
the column of x^arch. The squadron coming abreast of 
an advanced post* defended by ivi^o gun9« fixced lti« 
enemy to abandon it by the discharge of a few shot. A 
second position^ ^ith one gun and a howitzer* was de* 
serted in a similar manner ; and, on the ships pN»cwd«» 
i^g off the camp of Muyzenberg^ a great confusion 
was observed amongst the enemy, though, by the sboal* 
ness of the water, tlie squadron was prevented from ap« 
groacbing sofBciently near to the shore* 

Dispositions were speedily made the ships for the 
attack of the can&p. The £cfao commanded by Ca^ 
tain Tod of the Monardi kd, and anchored in two fm^ 
tboms and half ; she wasfoUowed by the America, who 
anchored in four (atbom and a half : and the StateLjr 
and Rattlesnake* whose shallow draughts of water en* 
abled them lo apprjoaeh closer to the shoeei 

The fire now opened from the works, and was an- 
swered by the sloops ; but an inciease of wind pr»* 
vented the large ships fi»m acting, tall they lad carried 
out heavy andnors* This accomplished, a general can- 
nonade was commenced* when the D^ieb abandoned 
their camp with precipitation, carrying off the greater 
pait oj^ tbeir asEtiUeiy^ befoie Geneo^L Craig and tfaei 
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troops^ thai were on Iheir march, could arrive. The 
English now eocamped in Ibeir plac^ The Dutch re* 
' tiring ftom fbis post look pMaenioii of a ridge of rocky 
beigbts a little beyond the camp, difiScult of access, and 
proteded by camion fiom tbe opposite side of a lagoon^ 
which covers the post of Muyzenberg towards the Cape 
Town. But tbe advanced guard of the English, under 
the command of Major Aloneypenny of the 78th re« 
gimentt drove them from this position after a long ao» 
tion. 

On the 8ih, the enemy drew out their whole force 
ftom Cape Town, and advanced to the attack of the 
English with eight field pieces ; but finding them strong* 
ly posted, and defended by some camion, which they 
tiiemselves had lost on -the preceding day, gave up tbe 
attempt. Tbese guns* which were dragged by a com- 
pany of seamen, were of theutmost value to tbe Bri* 
tish, who were, as has been already stated, entirely de- 
Btitnte of artillery : tbe day passed without any serious 
engagement. ' ' . 

• On the dth, a ship arrived from St. Helena with a | 
small supply of men» field artillery, and ammunttion* 
This little reinforcement, however welcome, was not 
calcubted to give General Craig's army any very efllec^ 
tual assistance. They^lso laboured under many other 
disadi^antages besides an insufficiency of force. Tbe 
landing provisions was Tendered difficult by frequent ! 
bad weather, and tbe stores were so long conveying 
to tbe campt that the army nearly consumed tbem, as 
fast as they arrived. They possessed neither cattle, nor 
carriages for tbe transport of these necessary articles ; 

and to ensure a 8Upply,v were under the necessity of 
keeping up a communicatkm witb the ships by a road | 

I 
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twelve miles in length : nor coald tbejr hope for a relief 
from this difficulty, until another could be opened to 
Table Bay, into which the admiral might send ships; 
but the leason was still very un&vourable to their an« 
choring there* On the other hand, the enemy were 
itrong, seemed dbposed to make a steady renstance» 
and had had sufficient time to mature their prepara- 
tions. While these difikulttes discouraged the idea of 
oflfensive operations, strong reasons urged the general 
to attempt tliem. He knew the arrival of Gener^ 
Clarke to be very uncertain, and the possibility of his 
tcoops procuring provisions, sufficient to enable them to 
wait his coming, extremely doubt fuf« These circum* 
stances deterramed him to trust to the tpirit of his army 
^r an extrication from his difficuUief;^ and to attempt a 
surpriie by night on the most considerable of the ene* 
my's out' posts, hoping, that a severe blow struck 
against the burgher militia might spread a panic amongst 
these raw and Inexperienced troops. This attempt wj^s 
made on the 27 th^ but it entirely failed through the in* 
tricacy of the roads, and the ignorance of the guides { . 
and produced a degree of vigilance amongst the enem^^ 
which rendered any farther attempts hopeless. 

The Dutch were now in their turn the assailants: on 
the morning of the 1st of September they lined the 
mountains above the English with Hotfentots and Bur- 
gher militia, and poured in a fire of musquetry, which 
threw the picqnet of the reserve into disorder, and the 
enemy perceiving their advantage, advanced and drove 
them in : but this was only a transient success : they 
were quickly repulsed by the grenaSiers of the 7Sth 

rsgimeni, under die command of Captain Brown* 
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As the provisions of the army were now nearly ex» 
tiaiisled 9 it was determined by ibe comm^knders in cbiei 
lo wait only fix days longer for the arrival of General 
Clarke ; andj if be did not appear in that time, to r«^ik 
to the dangerous measure of sin attack, undec every dis*, 
advantage of gitualion and numbers. The eiieni} iiow- 
ever anticipated their intention, and cm the nigbi of tbe 
2d of September marched with all the force they could 
muster, and eighteen field pieces to storm the English 
camp. Considerable bodies veeri already distiogoished 
advancing to the attack, when at this critical moment the 
joyful signal wad given of a fleet in $igbt. Tbis vraa 
immedialely followed by the appearance of fourteen sail 
of ships: at this unwelcome sight the enemy relin- 
<|uished their enterprize in despair, and retired to their 
former posits. This fleet brought the long expected 
succours under General Clarke : tbey came to an an- 
chor in Simon's Bay the next morning, and the disem- 
Ijarkation pf the troops and stores wasimmediat^ly com* . 
menced. 

On the i'Uh, tlie troops marched from MuyzeDberg* 
where they left a detachment for the protection of the 
camp aud >iores. The army bad to advance through 
a deep and sandy countrjr ; each man carried four days' 
proyisiops, and ihe cannon w^re dragged by volunteers 
ffQVik the £ast India siiips* Thus encumbered^ tbejr 
expected constant harassment from the numerous marks- 
^len of the enemy, ^^^y. ^f whom were mounted; 
while thc^r thems^ives were unprotected by any similar 
species of troops» Fortunately the enemy kept so much 
aloo& th^t pnly one mm was killed, and a few wounded 
In their progress to the post of Wynberg, a tongue of 
land projecting from Table Mountain, where ibe Dutch 
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were posted In force with nine pieces of cannon, and 
determined, as il was understood, on a serious rcsis- 
tance; but the dispositions made bj^ the English general 
staggered their rciiolution. 

The English army was formed in two lines; and de- 
tachments were made from right and left for the parpose 
oFattacking the enemy on both flanks; while the gw«* 
ral advanced against their centre with the main body and 
ihe artillery. Thus threatened on different sides, the/ 
were alarmed by the appearance of three ships, under 
the command of Commodore Blatiket, whicb the adroii- 
ral had detached to Table Bay, forthe purpose of causing 
a diversion on that side. This mano^vre completed 
their confusion they gavewaj, bofore.the assaitents 
could gain the top of Uie hill, from whence they were 
closely pursued for Iwo mil^l ^^hw, nighi cjoaing on, 
and great part of the men being much fatigued ^rith' the 
kadni^ss ol the rOads,randi tli^ MF*i^ <^ bur- 
thens, the general determined to halt* inteodiii|E S^^p^ 

_ locate his maftb at breakof da/v * ^ 

In this situation he reeetvod a letter ftm G^tM9 
^luyskensj wlit begged i cessation of arms for fcfly- 
eight hours, that be might ami^Qiiis |if^|]sU for 
fendering the lown. This request wsk refused f biH a 
truce limited to twenty-four hours was gra&ted> ia 
wbtcb. time t)ie iirticl^s of €9pitutotiojr tWere i^ttedj 
The Diitch regular garrison became prisoners of Wa'| 
fod tfae Sriti^b UMp%^^9lt» l^ttttfli fuUjiosscsston Of thq 

. town and colony. 
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Britjsi Skips taicn or dtstrojtd in tkc Year 1795. 

Daphne, 20 guns— Taken by two French men of 
war. 

Berwick, 74 ditto— Taken by the French fleet in ike 
Mediterranean* March 7. 

niQsUiou!«» 74 ditto— Lo^t In a gale of wind on the 
rocks near Avenaa, Mediterranean, qiew saved. 

Boyne, 99 ifitto<--Burnl by accident at Spithead, 
May I, crew saved* 

Mttsqatto, 5 dtlto^lost on the coast of France, and 
all the crew perished* ' 

Nemerfs, 2a ditto— Taken by three Freneh frtgatet 
in the port of Smyrna. 

Flying Fish— Takm by two French privateers. West 
Indies; Itone. ^ ' ' 

' Diomede, 44 ditto— Lost offTrln^maUl in the island 
of Ceylon, August 2, erew saved. 
' Xe Censeur, 74 ditto— retaken by tKe Frendi fleet, 
^ off Capo St. Vincent, October 7. 

LaFl*che, i4ditto— tottittSt. FkwenlhBiyf 

crew saved. 

Shark, 4 ditto^Raii away with bjr Ihe citw tatia 

LaHogue.Dec 11. 

' Leda, S6 dif to^Foaodmd near Madeirai tbecrewt 
except seven, lost. 

Amethyst, 36 d^lto-^JLost at Aldemey^ Dec. 29^ 
crew saVed. 
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- Frefici Sh^i takeM «r destroyed in iif Year 1 795. 

Le NeptanCj 80 guns — Cast away in the bay of Ho» 
dicrnc, January. 
Le Scipion, 80 guns; Le Neuf Tlieraiidor, 80 iliUo ; 
I La Superb, 74 ditto — ^Foundered in a gale of wind* 
January. 

Le Dumas, 20 ditto— Taken by the BeHona, O. 
j Wilson, and Alarm, J. Carpenter, Jan. 5. 

Le Duqoesne, 44 ditto-<Taken by the Beliona, G. 
Wilson, in the West Indies, Jan. 
; La Pique, 38 ditto— Taken by tbeBlanche, R. Faulk- 
iier, in the West Indies, Jan. 6. 

L*Esperance, 22 ditto— Taken by the Argonaut, J. 
Bati, on the coast of America, Jan. 8* 

LaCoureuRC, 12 dilto — Taken by the Ponaone, Sir 
J. B. Warren, off the Isle of Gronis, Feb. 

Le Reqoin, 1 2 dilto— Taken by the Thalia, R. Otok 
dall, Feb. ' 

L'Espion, 18 ditto— l^en by the. Lively, Geo. Burt 
ton, off Brest, March 2. 

La Tourterelie, 30 ditto—Taken by the Lively Geo* 
Burhon, thirteen leagues frora Ushant, March 13, * 

Le Ca Ira, 80 ditto, and Le Censeur, 74 ditto— -Ta* 
ken by the fleet under Vice-admiral W. Hotham, oflF 
Genoa, March 14. 

Le Temerafa«, 2aditto— Taken by the Dido, G. H» 
Towry, Mediterranean. 

La Repnblicain, 22 ditto— Taken by Rear-admiral 
J. Colpoys, March27. 

Le Jean Bart, 16 ditto— Taken t>y the Cerberus 
Pnwg and Saali Maiggaritia, Martin, Cbannelt Maicli 
2y. 
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La Gloire, 40 ditto— Talcen by the Astrea» ?owtell| ' 

in companj^ with Admiral Colpoys' squadron, Channeli 
Aprit 13. 

La Gentille, 40 guns— Takenr by the Hannibat J. 
Markham, in company with Admiial Culpoys' sqtta* 
droot Chaonei^ A pril * 1 S. 

Lejean Bart, ?6 ditto — Taken by J. B. Warren^i 
Si}uadroB» cff Rochlbrt, April 15. 

LTExpedilion, I f> ditto— Taken by Sir J. B. War* 
ren's sqaadron, near Belisie» April 1G« 

I-a Galat^e, 44 ditto-^C^st away the PenmarkSi. 
April 23. • 

Le Speedy, 14 dttto-^Retaken by the Inconstanft 
• T. F. Freemaulle, in the Mediterranean. ' 

Le Prevoyante, 40 ditto, (armed eo flute) and La 
Raison, 24 ditto,- (armed en flate)— Taken by the The- 
tis;, A. F. Cocbrauej and tbe jtiussar^ J. P. fieresiurd| 
eff the Cbe$apeak, May 17w 

Le Courier National, IS ditto— -Taken by tiie Thornf^ 
S. W. Otway, West Indies, May 25* 

UEcIair, 3 ditto, and Le Crache Fen, 3 ditto— Ta* 
ken by Sir ' R; Sjtmcbau's squadron, oS the coast of 
France, May« 

La Libert^, 20 ditto— Sdnk by the Aiarm, b. Milne, ' 
0ff Porto Rico, West Indies, May 30* 

Le Tigre, 80 ditto; L'Alexandre, 74 ditto; and 
I^FoTmidahle, 74 dilto~Takeii by ibe fleet under 
Admiral Lord Bridport, offL*Orient7 June 23. 
: La Minerve 42 diUO-^Ti^Ben by the Dido» .26, 
Towry, and Lowestoffe 32, B. 6« Middl<^n, Mediter^ 
ranean, June £^ ' ' 

Le V^suve, 4 ditto^Taken by tbe MeiaOiptts and 
Hebe, near St. Ma Iocs,. July 3. 



I 
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Le Pedrix, 24 dilto— Taken by the Vangiiard« S. 
Miller, near Aatigoa. 

L'Alcide, 74 guns— Si ruck io Admiral Hotbani'^Ject, 
Medilerranean, July 13 ; but blew up. before Ae couW 
be taken possession of, and only 300. of the crew were 
saved. 

• • • 

L'£chon6, 98 ditlo->Ran on Shore in the lale of 
Rhe, by the Phaelon, R. Stopford, and destroyed^ 

La Victorteuse, \2 ditto, and La Suffisante, 14 ditto 
—Taken by Admiral Duncan's squadron. North Sea, 
near the Texel, Augdst 25. 

La Resolue, 10 ditto; La Republique, 6 diUo ; La 
Constitution, 5 ditto; and La Vigilante, 5 ditto--Ta- 
ken by the Agamemnon, H. Neljion, and the squa- 
dron under his command, in tlie bay of Alassio, Sep- 
tember. \y 

L'Assembl^ Nationale, 22 ditto-^Driven on the 
rocks of Treguir, by Diamond Sir W. Smith, KnI. and 
20 of the crew tost. Sept* 

La Bade, 12 ditto— Burnt by La Pomone, Sir J, B. 
Warren, Bart, in Bourneaox Bay, coast of France, Sep- 
tember. 

La Vigilante, 6 ditto— Taken by the Childers, R. 
Dacres, in the bay of St. Brieux, September 3, 

LcSans Culottes, 18 ditto— Burnt by L'Amiable, 
C. S. Davers, off Deseada, September 22. 

Le Superbe, 22 ditto— Taken by the Vanguard, 
S. Miller, in the Westlndies, September S0« 

LeBrutuK, lO ditto— Taken by the Mermaid, H. 
Warre, off Grenada, October 10. 

Le Republican, IS ditto— 7 aken by tlie Mermaid, 
H. Warre, off Grenada. October J4. * ' 
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VEmlle, IS dittCHl-Taken by the squadron, under 
J. B. Warren» Bart off Rochfoflj October 15. 
V Le Pandoiir, 11 ditto-^Taken by the Caroline* W. 
*Liiike» in the North Sea. 

Ler Droitt de 9euple» S6 dittp--*L0st offDrogilbeiiiit 
J^Iov^^mbcr^ 
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